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FOREWORD 


The  Inventory  of  the  County  Archives  of  Illinois  is  one  of  a  number  of 
guides  to  historical  materials  prepared  throughout  the  United  States  by 
workers  on  The  Historical  Records  Survey  Program  of  the  Work  Projects 
Administration.  The  publication  herewith  presented,  an  inventory  of  the 
archives  of  Saline  County,  is  number  82  of  the  Illinois  series. 

The  Historical  Records  Survey  Program  was  undertaken  in  the  winter 
of  1935-36  for  the  purpose  of  providing  useful  employment  to  needy  unem- 
ployed historians,  lawyers,  teachers,  and  research  and  clerical  workers. 
In  carrying  out  this  objective,  the  project  was  organized  to  compile  inven- 
tories of  historical  materials,  particularly  the  unpublished  government 
documents  and  records  which  are  basic  in  the  administration  of  local  gov- 
ernment, and  which  provide  invaluable  data  for  students  of  political,  eco- 
nomic, and  social  history.  The  archival  guide  herewith  presented  is  in- 
tended to  meet  the  requirements  of  day-to-day  administration  by  the  offi- 
cials of  the  county,  and  also  the  needs  of  lawyers,  business  men,  and  other 
citizens  who  require  facts  from  the  public  records  for  the  proper  conduct  of 
their  affairs.  The  volume  is  so  designed  that  it  can  be  used  by  the  his- 
torian in  his  research  in  unprinted  sources  in  the  same  way  he  uses  the  li- 
brary card  catalog  for  printed  sources. 

The  inventories  produced  by  The  Historical  Records  Survey  Program 
attempt  to  do  more  than  give  merely  a  list  of  records — they  attempt  fur- 
ther to  sketch  in  the  historical  background  of  the  county  or  other  unit  of 
government,  and  to  describe  precisely  and  in  detail  the  organization  and 
functions  of  the  government  agencies  whose  records  they  list.  The  county, 
town,  and  other  local  inventories  for  the  entire  county  will,  when  completed, 
constitute  an  encyclopedia  of  local  government  as  well  as  a  bibliography  of 
local  archives. 

The  successful  conclusion  of  the  work  of  The  Historical  Records  Sur- 
vey Program  even  in  a  single  county,  would  not  be  possible  without  the 
support  of  public  officials,  historical  and  legal  specialists,  and  many  other 
groups  in  the  community.       Their  cooperation  is  gratefully  acknowledged. 

The  Survey  Program  was  organized  by  Luther  H.  Evans,  who  served 
as  Director  until  March  1,  1940,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Sargent  B.  Child, 
who  had  been  National  Field  Supervisor  since  the  inauguration  of  the  sur- 
vey. The  Survey  Program  operates  as  a  nation-wide  series  of  locally 
sponsored  projects  in  the  Division  of  Professional  and  Service  Projects,  of 
which  Mrs.  Florence  Kerr,  Assistant  Commissioner,  is  in  charge. 

HOWARD  HUNTER 

Acting  Commissioner 


PREFACE 

The  undertaking  now  officially  designated  The  Historical  Records  Sur- 
vey Program,  was  initiated  nationally  in  January  1936,  as  part  of  the  Fed- 
eral Writers'  Project  of  the  Works  Progress  Administration,  now  the  Work 
Projects  Administration.  In  Illinois  the  Survey  became  an  independent 
unit  in  August  1936,  but  continued  to  operate  as  part  of  the  nation-wide 
project  under  the  technical  supervision  of  Dr.  Luther  H.  Evans,  National 
Director,  and  under  the  administrative  supervision  of  the  Division  of  Pro- 
fessional and  Service  Projects.  Dr.  Evans  resigned  in  December  1939, 
and  shortly  thereafter  was  succeeded  by  the  present  director,  Sargent  B. 
Child.  Alston  G.  Field,  Howard  E.  Colgan,  and  Royal  S,  Van  de  Woestyne 
were  the  first  three  state  directors,  serving  until  November  1,  1937,  to  May 
16,  1939,  and  to  October  1,  1940,  respectively.  On  September  1,  1939,  the 
Illinois  State  Library,  of  which  Secretary  of  State  Edward  J.  Hughes  is 
State  Librarian  and  Helene  H.  Rogers,  Assistant  State  Librarian,  became 
the  sponsor  of  The  Illinois  Historical  Records  Survey.  In  January  1940, 
this  sponsorship  was  assumed  by  the  University  of  Illinois,  and  in  Decem- 
ber by  the  Governor  of  Illinois. 

In  compiling  this  inventory  of  the  archives  of  Saline  County,  the  Sur- 
vey has  sought  to  locate,  describe,  and  classify  all  extant  county  records 
and  to  make  them  more  easily  accessible  to  county  officials,  the  general 
public,  and  research  workers.  It  is  believed  that  this  inventory  will  be 
useful  in  the  preservation  of  this  valuable  material,  and  as  a  guide  to  the 
archives  wherein  may  be  found  so  much  important  information  in  the  field 
of  history,  sociology,  political  science,  and  economics.  While  some  his- 
torians have  realized  this  for  many  years,  the  general  public  has  never  been 
made  aware  of  the  intrinsic  worth  of  this  material.  In  the  official  docu- 
ments of  Saline  County  are  found  the  materials  of  another  chapter  in  the 
story  of  the  coming  into  the  Illinois  wilderness  of  settlers  who  created  a 
territory  and  the  rudiments  of  a  simple  frontier  government,  bought  and 
sold  land,  built  roads,  established  schools,  and  later  founded  a  state. 

The  Illinois  Historical  Records  Survey  has  proved  to  be  of  considerable 
assistance  to  local  and  county  governments.  Records  have  been  re- 
arranged and  made  more  accessible,  material  believed  to  be  lost  has  been 
located,  indexing  projects  have  been  fostered,  and  county  officials  have 
been  encouraged  and  induced  to  provide  new  equipment  for  their  offices 
and  better  space  for  the  records. 

In  addition,  the  program  of  the  Survey  has  been  planned  to  dovetail 
with  the  long-range  plans  of  the  State  of  Illinois  for  the  care  of  state  and 
local  archives.  For  example,  the  first  step,  the  removal  of  all  state  rec- 
ords to  a  new  Archives  Building,  has  been  materially  aided  by  the  prepara- 
tion of  preliminary  inventories  by  survey  workers  for  the  various  state  de- 
partments. Furthermore,  the  program  of  the  state  for  the  preservation 
of  county  records,  including  the  making  of  microphotographic  copies  of  all 
im.portant  historical  documents,  obviously  presupposes  inventories  such  as 
The  Illinois  Historical  Records  Survey  is  now  making. 

The  inventories  being  compiled  by  The  Historical  Records  Survey  Pro- 
gram also  make  possible  for  the  first  time  a  scientific  study  of  the  question 
of   record  destruction.       Under  Illinois   law   no  records    may  be  destroyed 
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without  specific  enabling  legislation.  This  provision,  together  with  the 
tremendous  increase  in  the  quantity  of  records  in  recent  years,  has  made 
it  impossible  for  either  the  state  or  the  counties  to  take  care  of  the  docu- 
ments adequately.  Hence,  a  certain  amount  of  record  destruction  has 
been  inevitable.  If,  as  seems  probable,  a  study  of  these  inventories  should 
lead  to  the  enactment  of  adequate  and  sensible  legislation  governing  the 
disposition  of  public  records,  these  compilations  may  prove  to  be  the  most 
important  contribution  of  the  Survey. 

Saline  County,  the  eighty-second  on  the  alphabetically  arranged  list  of 
the  one  hundred  and  two  counties  in  Illinois,  was  one  of  the  first  in  which 
the  survey  was  started.  Organized  under  the  supervision  of  Raymond 
Leydig  in  the  latter  part  of  February  1936,  the  survey  was  continued  under 
the  successive  supervisorships  of  Leland  H.  Fish,  John  W.  Suddes,  Harold 
Harrison,  and  Margaret  Resnik.  Inventory  forms  were  received  in  the 
Chicago  office  on  April  8,  and  June  28,  1937.  Six  months  later,  Decem- 
ber 2,  all  forms  were  sent  for  a  recheck  and  returned  December  2,  1938. 
Additional  rechecks  were  made  from  time  to  time  and  all  forms  returned 
to  the  Chicago  office,  January  25,  1939.  Field  workers  included  Mary  Dix- 
on, Roy  E.  Ham,  LeRoy  Hawkins,  Wayne  Lightfoot,  George  Lindenmuth, 
Mary  Mitchell,  Webber  Crowther,  H.  Frank  Evans,  Carrie  Johnson,  and 
George  Ballard.  Transcription  of  county  board  records,  upon  which  much 
of  the  contents  of  this  inventory  is  based,  was  done  between  December  5, 
1938,  and  January  18,  1940,  by  Carrie  Johnson,  George  Lindenmuth,  Anna 
Geraci,  Pauline  Culbertson,  and  Wayne  Lightfoot,  under  the  supervision  of 
Kenneth  C.  Blood. 

The  inventory  was  prepared  for  publication  by  the  state  editorial  staff 
of  The  Illinois  Historical  Records  Survey  at  Chicago,  under  the  supervision 
of  Herbert  R.  Rifkind,  State  Editor.  Preparation  of  Part  B  of  the  inven- 
tory was  under  the  direction  of  Martine  O'Connor;  Irving  E.  Barnett  sup- 
ervised the  preparation  of  the  legal  essays;  the  historical  sketch  was  writ- 
ten by  J.  Z.  Jacobson;  and  the  format  was  prepared  and  collated  by  Ed- 
ward J.  McDonough.  In  addition,  too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  to  the 
other  members  of  the  editorial,  research,  and  typing  staffs  for  their  intel- 
ligent and  diligent  cooperation  in  the  compilation  of  this  inventory. 

All  of  the  officers  of  Saline  County  cooperated  in  every  possible  way 
with  the  workers,  and  grateful  acknowledgment  of  their  aid  is  hereby  made. 
I  also  wish  to  express  appreciation  for  the  assistance  rendered  by  the  offi- 
cials of  the  Illinois  Work  Projects  Administration  and  the  Illinois  Writers' 
Project.      For  the  cover  design  we  are  indebted  to  the  Illinois  Art  Project. 

The   various   units    of   the  Inventory  of  the  County  Archives  of  Illinois 

will  be  available  for  distribution  to  governmental  offices,  libraries,  schools, 
and  historical  societies  in  Illinois,  and  libraries  and  governmental  agencies 
in  other  states.  (A  list  of  Illinois  Publications  will  be  found  at  the  end  of 
this  volume.)  Requests  for  information  concerning  particular  units  of 
the  Inventory  should  be  addressed  to  the  State  Supervisor. 

Thomas  R.  Hall    State  Supervisor 
February  3,  1941  The  Illinois  Historical  Records    Survey 
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(First  entry,  p.  114) 

1.   HISTORICAL  SKETCH 

SIGNIFICANCE  OF  SALINE  COUNTY  HISTORY 

There  appears  to  be  little  in  the  history  of  Saline  County^  of  a  phe- 
nomenal nature.  That  fact,  however,  paradoxical  as  this  may  sound, 
gives  it  a  kind  of  distinction.  It  is  interesting  also  because,  though  part 
of  a  predominantly  northern  state,  it  is  actually  located  farther  south  than 
Richmond,  Virginia.  How  remote  it  is  from  the  most  populous  part  of 
Illinois  is  further  brought  home  tellingly  when  one  stops  to  consider  that 
Harrisburg,  the  county  seat  of  Saline,  is  a  greater  distance  from  Chicago 
than  is  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

Economically,  Saline  County  is  noteworthy  by  reason  of  the  nearly 
equal  importance  of  its  farming  and  its  coal  mining.  Administratively  it 
has  some  distinctive  significance  because  it  is  one  of  the  southern  Illinois 
counties  which  has  adopted  the  township  form  of  government.  The  com- 
paratively considerable  influx  of  foreign-born  into  the  county  since  the 
turn  of  the  century  and  the  concurrent  development  of  its  mining  indus- 
try renders  it  of  some  special  interest  to  the  sociologist,  as  does  also  its 
acute  unemployment  and  relief  problem  in  the  1930's. 

The  modest  though,  nevertheless,  significant  expansion  of  its  school 
system  and  the  accompanying  elimination  of  illiteracy  gives  the  history  of 
Saline  County  an  element  that  appeals  to  educators  and  adherents  of 
progressive  democracy  generally. 

THE  SALINE  AREA 

Topography  and  Climate 

Saline  County  is  rectangular  in  shape.  In  length  it  is  approximately 
21  miles,  from  north  to  south.  Its  width,  from  east  to  west,  is  about  18 
miles.       Designations  of  its  area  range  from  378  to  399  square  miles.* 

Saline  County  is  located  a  short  distance  from  the  southeast  corner 
of  the  state,  18  miles  west  of  the  junction  of  the  Wabash  and  Ohio  rivers. 
It  is  bound  on  the  north  by  Hamilton  County,  to  the  east  by  Gallatin,  to 
the  south  by  Pope  and  a  bit  of  Hardin,  and  to  the  west  by  the  full  length 
of  Williamson  and  a  bit  of  the  southern  extreme  of  Franklin  County. 


1.  To  the  fullest  extent  feeisible,  under  the  circumstance?,  the  substance  of  the  present  historical  sketch 
has  been  drawn  from  primary  sources.  These  primary  sources  are,  in  the  main,  the  records  of  the 
county  board  in  its  various  forms.  Supplementary  material  has  been  obtained  from  other  sources 
both  primary  and  secondary.  This  has  been  necessary  to  give  continuity,  direction,  and  organic  unity 
to  the  present  study,   and   in  order  to  fill    in  essential   background   material. 

2.  History  of  Gallatin,  Saline,  Hamilton,  Franklin  and  Williamson  Counties,  p.  149  (hereinafter  cited  as 
History  of  Saline);  R.  S.  Smith,  et  a!..  Saline  County  Soils,  Soil  Report  No.  33,  p.  1;  Illinois  Depart- 
ment of  Secretary  of  State,  Edward  J.  Hughes,  Secretary,  Counties  of  Illinois,  Their  Origin  and 
Evolution,  p.  67  (hereinafter  cited  as  Counties  of  Illinois);  C.  L.  Stewart  and  Associates,  Land  Acreage 
of  Minor  Civil  Divisions,  101  Illinois  Counties,  1935,  p.  18  (hereinafter  cited  as  Stewart,  Land  Acreage 
101   Illinois  Counties). 
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The  name  of  this  administrative  unit  was  derived  from  the  Saline 
River,  the  drainage  basin  of  which  includes  almost  the  entire  county. 
The  river,  in  turn,  gets  its  name  from  the  United  States  Saline  Reserve 
located  in  what  is  now  Gallatin  County.  This  designation  seems  to  have 
been  in  use  as  early  as  1803.  At  that  time,  William  Henry  Harrison, 
then  Governor  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  acting  under  the  authorization  of 
Congress,  leased  the  salt  springs  and  licks  on  the  Saline  River  to  a  Cap- 
tain Bell  of  Louisville,  Kentucky.  Bell,  according  to  general  belief,  had 
previously  been  exploiting  the  salt  springs  along  this  river  by  permission 
of  the  Indians.* 

Except  for  a  strip  of  rough  elevation  in  its  southern  portion,  the 
county  forms  a  part  of  the  lower  extremity  of  the  glaciated  region  of 
Illinois.*  At  least  six  distinct  advances,  separated  by  long  periods  of 
time,  occurred  during  the  glacial  period.  Of  these  only  one  reached  Sa- 
line County;  it  is  designated  as  the  Illinoian.  It  covered  the  entire  area 
of  the  county  save  the  aforementioned  rugged  belt  south  of  the  valley  of 
the  South  Fork  of  the  Saline  River.  Prior  to  the  glaciation  the  range 
generally  was  too  rough  and  hilly  for  agricultural  purposes.  Glaciation 
changed  the  hilly  topography  to  a  gently  undulating  one.  Since  then 
erosion  has  reversed  the  process.  Consequently,  some  sections  that  were 
for  many  millenia  undulating  are  hilly  once  more. 

Another  significant  process  effected  a  decided  change  in  the  soil  for- 
mation of  the  county.  This  was  the  melting  of  the  glaciers.  It  filled 
the  streams  with  "rock  flour"  produced  by  the  grinding  action  of  glaciers 
moving  over  the  land  surface.  When  the  swollen  streams  were  reduced 
to  their  original  channels  they  left  great  quantities  of  this  "rock  flour"  in 
the  adjoining  valleys.  It  dried,  was  picked  up  by  the  wind  and  spread 
rather  evenly  over  the  uplands  as  dust.  Saline  County  received  its  share 
of  this  material,  called  loess.''  The  Ozark  highlands  give  parts  of  Saline 
County  a  rugged,  hilly  character.  In  extreme  contrast  to  this  are  the 
nearly  level  valleys  adjoining  the  broad  stream  of  the  Saline  River. 
Then  there  are  the  undulating  lowlands  and  the  gently  rolling  plains. 

In  altitude.  Saline  County  ranges  from  340  feet  above  sea  level  to  980, 
a  difference  of  more  than  600  feet.  Horton  Hill,  near  the  southern  part 
of  Sommerset  Township,  is  the  highest  point;  the  lowest  is  at  the  spot 
where  the  Saline  River  leaves  the  county."  The  drainage  basin  of  this 
river  takes  in  the  entire  county,  and  it  is  on  the  whole  well  drained. 

Climatically,  Saline  County  varies  from  severe  winters  to  hot  sum- 
mers. The  rainfall  is  abundant  and  well  distributed.  From  1899  to 
1923  the  widest  diversity  in  temperature  for  any  one  year  was  128  degrees, 
which  was  recorded  in  1918.  During  the  entire  period  the  lowest  tem- 
perature minus  22  degrees  Fahrenheit,  occurred  in  1899;  the  highest,  110 
degrees  Fahrenheit,  in  1918.       The  average  annual  date  of  the  latest  light 


3.  George   W.    Smith,    '>The   Salines   of   Southern    Illinois,"    in   Transactions   of   Illinois   State    Historical 
Society   (1904),   IX,   248. 

4.  Smith,  Saline  County  Soils,  p.  1. 

5.  Ibid.,  p.  3,  4. 

6.  Ibid.,  p.  4,  5,  6.     The  name  of  Sommerset  (Somerset)    Township  was  changed  to  Mountain  Township, 
February  3,  1890  (County  Commissioners'   Reccrd,  v.  C,  p.  86,   in  Supervisors'   Record,  see  entry  2). 
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frost  in  spring  was  April  14  and  of  the  earliest  frost  in  the  fall,  October 
24.      The  length  of  the  growing  season,  therefore,  is  about  193  days.' 

Indians,  French,  and  First  Settlers 

Saline  County  is  part  of  the  vast  territory  to  which  France  laid  claim 
in  the  seventeenth  century  because  it  was  discovered  and  explored  by 
French  voyageurs  and  missionaries,  among  them  being  JoUiet,  Marquette, 
and  La  Salle.  Prior  to  the  coming  of  the  French  it  was,  of  course,  occu- 
pied by  the  Indians — first  by  the  Piankashaws,  a  quiet,  peaceful,  non- 
resisting  tribe,  and  later  by  the  more  warlike  Shawnee.  It  has  been  said 
that  French  buffalo  hunters,  under  the  leadership  of  Sieur  Charles  Juche- 
reau  de  St.  Dennis,  estabished  a  depot  near  Stonefort  in  1702  or  1703. 
They  are  supposed  to  ha,ve  chosen  this  spot  in  order  to  use  the  Saline  Riv- 
er as  a  route  of  travel.  Their  records  are  probably  the  earliest  that  deal 
with  this  region,  and  they  tell  of  the  salt  springs  near  Equality,  now  in 
Gallatin  County .* 

After  the  American  Revolutionary  War  immigrants  from  the  South 
and  East  began  coming  to  this  region  in  considerable  numbers.  As  early 
as  1802  the  settlement  which  has  since  become  the  town  of  Equality,  had 
a  fort  and  blockhouse.  The  first  settlers  in  this  community  were  the 
seven  Jordan  brothers  and  other  hunters  and  trappers.  The  favorite 
camping  place  for  travelers  going  west  and  men  hauling  supplies  from 
Shawneetown  was  situated  in  a  little  valley  between  the  hills  running  from 
Eldorado  to  Raleigh.  And  in  1814  one  Coleman  Brown  built  a  blockhouse 
near  the  present  site  of  Eldorado. 

Early  in  the  nineteenth  century  salt  obtained  from  the  Equality  springs 
began  to  gain  commercial  importance.  About  4  miles  from  the  present 
town  of  Equality  one  source  of  salt  was  discovered.  It  was  variously 
denominated  as  "Nigger  Spring,"  "Nigger  Well,"  and  "Nigger  Furnace."' 
Another  source  of  salt  known  as  "Half  Moon  Lick,"  was  found  about  one 
mile  from  Equality.  Even  before  the  coming  of  the  whites  the  Indians 
had  made  salt  in  this  area,  and  wild  animals  had  beaten  paths  to  the  saline 
springs.  After  the  whites  had  settled  in  the  region,  the  leading  industries 
in  southern  Illinois  developed  there.  That  position  of  leadership  was  re- 
tained until  the  exploitation  of  the  state's  coal  deposits  began. 

Gallatin  Couutity  in  the  Illinois  Territory 

In  1812  the  county  of  Gallatin  was  formally  established  as  a  unit  of 
the  Illinois  Territory.  At  that  time  there  was  a  mere  scattering  of  in- 
land settlements  in  the  region  and  they  consisted  of  small  groups  of  cab- 
ins clustered  around  a  blockhouse,  a  mill,  or  both.  Savage  Shawnee  In- 
dians dwelt  in  the  area.  Bears,  panthers,  buffalo,  deer,  and  smaller  game 
roamed  the  woods.  Attacks  by  the  Indians  loomed  constantly  as  a  po- 
tential danger." 

Early  Grist  and  Saw  Mills 

The  first    manifestation    of  a  rooted,     civilized  life   in  the  area,  aside 


7.  Smith,  Saline  County  Soils,   p.   1 

8.  History  of  Saline  County  and  a  Brief  History  of  Harrisburg,    Illinois,  1853-1933,,    p.  1.       (Herein- 
after cited  as  History  of  Saline  County  and  Harrisburg.) 

9.  Ibid.,  p.  3. 
10.     Ibid.,  p.  5. 
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from  rather  primitive  farming,  took  the  form  of  mills  to  grind  com  into 
meal  and  saw  trees  into  lumber.  The  last  of  these  early  mills  was  built 
in  1849  in  Mitchellsville.  Not  until  a  number  of  years  later  was  wheat 
introduced  as  a  crop  in  this  section,  and  shortly  thereafter  the  grinding  of 
flour  from  this  grain  was  begun  here.  To  the  pioneers  wheat  flour  was 
a  luxury." 

\Vherever  possible  the  early  mills  were  operated  by  water  power. 
Most  of  the  others  were  operated  by  horse  power.  Though  extremely 
crude,  these  mills  were  highly  important  owing  to  the  contribution  they 
mada  toward  the  development  of  the  early  villages  and  the  easing  up  of 
the  hardships  of  pioneer  life. 

First  Land  Entries 

In  1812  the  government  established  a  land  office  in  Shawneetown. 
However,  for  two  years  thereafter  no  entries  were  made  at  this  office. 
John  Wren  and  Hankerson  Rude  were  the  first  to  enter  land  in  what  is 
now  Saline  County.  They  did  so  in  1814.  Rude  came  from  Virg^ia. 
Nothing  is  known  of  Wren's  origin.  In  1816  Coleman  Brown  entered  the 
land  which  is  now  Eldorado." 

There  is  some  discrepancy  between  different  accounts  which  are 
available  regarding  the  establishment  of  a  land  office  in  this  area  and  the 
initial  entries  recorded  in  that  office.  According  to  one  account  of  the 
establishment  of  the  land  office  at  Shawneetown,"  it  was  not  opened  until 
1814.  The  first  land  entry  was  made  in  that  office  in  July  of  that  year. 
On  July  7,  1814,  according  to  the  aforesaid  report,  one  John  Black  made  an 
entry  of  the  Northwest  quarter  of  section  19,  township  10  south,  range  9 
East  —  the  first  such  entry  to  be  recorded  in  the  Shawneetown  office. 
This  does  not  contradict  the  other  account  which  has  been  cited  here, 
save  with  respect  to  the  opening  date.  The  first  record  noted  showa  the 
initial  land  entries  in  what  is  now  Saline  County.  The  second  indicates 
the  initial  entry  in  what  was  formerly  Gallatin  County,  including  the  area 
which  later  was  separated  to  form  Saline  County. 

Illinois  Attains  Statehood 

When,  in  1818,  Illinois,  with  the  required  population  of  40,000,  was 
granted  the  status  of  statehood  it  came  into  the  Union  as  a  free  common- 
wealth. The  area  which  now  constitutes  Saline  County  had  then  a  popu- 
lation of  not  more  than  ninety  families.  Almost  all  of  them  lived  along 
the  Kaskaskia  Trail.  Gallatin  County  as  a  whole  claimed  at  the  time  a 
population  of  3,440  persons." 

The  Negro  Problem 

Already  at  that  time  the  slavery  question  and  its  implications  con- 
stituted a  critical  issue.  The  population  of  Gallatin  included  83  free  Ne- 
groes and  218  indentured  "servants,"  the  greatest  number  of  either  in  any 


11.  History  of  Saline  County  and  Harrisburg,  p.  5,  6. 

12.  Ibid.,   p.  6. 

13.  History  of  Saline,  p.  24. 

14.  History  of  Saline  County  and   Harrisburg,   p.   6.     This  claim,   however,   has   been  disputed,   and   it   Is 
possible  that  the  figure  given  included  a  considerable  number  of  immigrants  on  their  vi/ay  to  Missouri. 
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county  in  the  state.  In  1824  when  the  constitutional  amendment  pro- 
viding for  the  admission  of  slaves  into  the  state  was  put  before  the  elec- 
torate, Gallatin  voted  597  for  the  amendment  and  133  against  it.  This 
was  the  greatest  proslavery  majority  shown  in  any  county  in  the  state; 
however,  it  was  insufficient  to  offset  the  antislavery  majorities  in  other 
counties.'^ 

For  a  time  the  Negro  problem  was  pushed  into  the  background,  but  it 
surged  forward  again  in  1839.  There  were  in  Gallatin  County  a  number 
of  Negroes,  slaves  or  indentured  servants,  who  had  been  freed  or  had 
bought  their  freedom.  They  were  in  the  main  peaceful,  law-abiding  peo- 
ple but  their  mere  presence  stirred  up  trouble.  Crimes  of  every  variety 
were  attributed  to  them.  In  1840  the  whole  area  which  now  embodies 
Massac,  Hardin,  Saline,  and  Gallatin  counties  was  in  a  turmoil  over  the 
issue.  A  band  of  men  who  called  themselves  "Regulators"  ranged 
through  the  territory  and  attempted  to  force  all  the  Negroes  to  leave  the 
state.  Negro  children  were  kidnaped  by  them  and  sold  into  slavery. 
Negroes  were  blamed  for  the  murder  of  Benjamin  Hardin  without  suffi- 
cient evidence  that  any  of  them  were  guilty  of  this  crime.  Harmless  Ne- 
groes were  whipped  and  terrified.^^ 

During  this  period,  while  the  ominous  cloud  of  black  slavery  was 
gathering  the  volume  which  was  later  to  make  it  an  overshadowing  issue 
in  Illinois  and  nationally,  noteworthy  progress  of  a  salutary  nature  was 
being  made  in  Gallatin  County  along  other  lines.  To  some  extent  this  ad- 
vance was  disturbed  by  the  Black  Hawk  War  of  1832  which  aroused  all  of 
Illinois.  Gallatin  County  supplied  several  companies  of  soldiers  to  fight 
the  famous  Indian  Chief  and  his  inflamed  warriors.^'  However,  the  gen- 
eral effects  incidental  to  this  were  of  minor  importance. 

First  School  and  Early  Churches 

The  period  was  marked  in  the  Gallatin  area  by  forward  movement 
along  educational  and  religious  as  well  as  economic  lines.  The  first  school 
in  the  county  began  to  function  in  1823,  and  in  1832  or  1833  the  first 
church  was  organized."  Generally,  the  Methodist  and  Baptist  denomina- 
tions were  the  favorites  of  the  pioneers,  as  was  true  elsewhere  in  the  Mid- 
dle West.  In  the  vicinity  of  Harrisburg  the  first  house  of  worship  was 
Baptist." 

Railroad  Survey 

A  survey  was  made  in  1838,  as  part  of  an  abortive  internal  improve- 
ment project,  with  the  objective  of  laying  out  a  railroad  in  the  area.  It 
was  to  have  been  called  the  Shawneetown  and  Alton.  However,  it  was 
never  built.  Later  when  the  first  railroad  was  laid  out  it  did  not  follow 
the  route  projected  by  the  survey  of  1838.=° 


15. 

History  of  Saline  County  and  Harrisburg,  p.  b,  7. 

16. 

Ibid.,  p.  8. 

17. 

Ibid.,  p.  7. 

18. 

Ibid. 

19. 

Ibid.,   p.  7,  8. 

20. 

Ibid.,  p.  8. 
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BEGINNINGS  OF  SALINE  AS  A  COUNTY 

Frontier  Recedes  Westward 

In  1847  when  Saline  County  was  organized  Illinois  was  already  prac- 
tically closed  as  the  frontier  of  western  settement.  The  border  region  had 
receded  beyond  the  Mississippi  River;  California  and  Oregon  were  beckon- 
ing the  more  venturesome  frontiersmen.  The  war  with  Mexico  had  en- 
tered its  second  year.  The  slavery  issue  was  becoming  more  and  more 
a  serious  political  question,  and  partisanship  was  growing  acrimonious. 
Sectional  feeling  was  splitting  up  the  country.  In  Illinois  as  elsewhere 
there  was  much  social  unrest  and  political  ferment.  The  commonwealth 
was  trying  to  find  itself  economically.  New  machines  appeared,  revo- 
lutionizing farming  and  stimulating  the  flow  of  immigrants  to  the  fertile 
land  of  Illinois.  They  were  the  McCormick  reaper,  the  Westinghouse- 
Church  thrasher,  and  the  John  Deere  all-steel,   self-cleaning  chilled  plow. 

Portion  of  Gallatin  Becomes  Saline  County 

It  was  upon  petition  of  Gallatin  County^^  that  the  General  Assembly 
passed  the  enabling  act  authorizing  the  establishment  of  Saline  County.^ 
This  act  was  approved  on  February  25,  1847.  The  act  directed  the  quali- 
fied voters  of  Gallatin  County,  as  then  existing,  to  vote  on  the  first  Mon- 
day of  August  1847,  for  or  against  its  partitioning.  The  act  further 
stipulated  that  if  a  majority  voted  in  favor  of  division  the  clerk  of  the 
county  commissioners'  court  was  to  give  notice  of  another  election,  to  be 
held  on  the  first  Saturday  in  September  1847.  On  that  occasion  seats  of 
justice  for  both  Gallatin  and  Saline  were  to  be  fixed  by  a  majority  vote. 
Also,  the  electorate  was  to  choose  all  public  officers,  not  already  elected 
and  serving,  to  which  each  county  was  entitled,  and  to  fill  vacancies  re- 
sulting from  the  division  of  Gallatin.^ 

The  fact  that  the  new  county  was  established  at  the  time  indicated 
shows  that  the  electorate  of  the  parent  county  approved  of  this  move  by 
a  majority  vote.  Likewise,  the  second  election  was  also  held  and  it  re- 
sulted in  the  selection  for  the  seats  of  justice  for  both  counties  and  the 
choosing  of  county  officials. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  commissioners'  court  of  the  new  administra- 
tive unit  was  held  "in  Saline  County  at  the  county  seat  of  justice  for  said 
county  (on)  October  11,  1847."='  There  were  present  David  Upchurch 
and  James  Stricklin,  commissioners,  who  appointed  James  M.  Gaston, 
clerk  pro  tem.^ 


21.  William  D.  Barge,  The  Genesis  of  Saline  County  (manuscript  in  Gilpin  Library,  Chicago  Historical 
Society). 

22.  This  act  provides  for  the  creation,  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the  state,  of  ihe  last  of  a  group  of 
counties  carved  out  of  old  Gallat'n.  It  specified  that  the  "County  of  Gallatin  shall  be,  and  the  same 
is,  hereby  divided  into  two  parts  by  a  line  commencing  at  the  southern  termination  of  the  line  vhich 
divides  the  counties  of  Hamilton  and  White;  thence,  running  due  south  with  the  range  line,  through 
the  present  county  of  Gallatin,  to  the  Hardin  County  line;  the  eastern  part  to  retain  the  name  of 
Gallatin  and  the  Western  part  to  be  called  and  known  as  the  County  of  Saline"  (Priv.  L.  1847,  p.  34). 

23.  Priv.    L.    1847,    p.    35,    37. 

24.  County   Commissioners'   Record,   v.   A   (1847-48),   p.   1,    in   Supervisors'    Record,   see  entry  2. 

25.  Ibid. 
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Raleigli  Chosen  as  County  Seat 

Two  potential  sites  for  the  seat  of  justice  had  been  designated.  One 
was  Robinson's  Ford,  situated  at  the  point  where  the  Big  Four  Railroad 
now  crosses  the  midde  fork  of  the  Saline  River,  now  the  site  of  a  coal 
mining  settlement  named  Muddy.  The  alternate  choice  was  a  place  at 
which  a  grist  mill  was  located.  It  was  afterwards  named  Raleigh.  The 
latter  site  was  chosen,  and  it  was  "christened"  by  the  commissioners  at 
their  first  meeting.  Different  names  were  proposed,  "and  upon  consul- 
tation it  was  ordered  that  it  (the  county  seat)  be  known  and  be  called  by 
the  name  of  Raleigh."^ 

CHANGES  IN  STATE  CONSTITUTION 

Modification  of  Constitution  of  1818 

The  organization  and  the  emergence  of  Saline  County  took  place  con- 
currently with  marked  departures  in  the  government  of  the  entire  state. 
All  through  the  1840's  there  was  a  progressively  increasing  demand  for 
modification  of  the  Constitution  of  1818.  In  large  part  this  was  one 
manifestation  of  the  sentiment  for  the  liberalization  of  government  which 
was  making  itself  felt  nationally.  The  Constitution  of  1818,  formulated 
for  a  frontier  commonwealth,  had  come  to  be  considered  inadequate  for  a 
state  in  which  noteworthy  economic  and  social  progress  had  been  made.'" 

Illinois  was  no  longer  merely  a  part  of  the  western  hinterland  of  the 
early  eighteenth  century.  Public  institutions  had  multiplied.  Growing 
cities  and  expanding  industrial  organizations  directly,  and  by  reason  of 
their  impact  on  rural  communities,  indirectly,  had  given  rise  to  new  and 
complex  social  conditions.^  The  admission  of  Missouri  into  the  Union  as 
a  slave  state,  in  1820,  tended  to  draw  to  that  state  northwardbound  im- 
migrants from  the  South  and  to  bring  more  settlers  from  New  England 
and  the  Middle  Atlantic  states  to  northern  Illinois.  This,  coupled  with 
the  fact  that  in  southern  Illinois  there  were  many  proslavery  people,  help- 
ed precipitate  the  bitter  political  dissension  which  characterized  the  per- 
iod in  that  commonwealth,  as  in  other  frontier  states. 

Constitutional  Convention  of  1848 

In  April  1847,  Gallatin  County  elected  two  delegates  to  the  state  con- 
stitutional convention  which  convened  in  June  at  the  state  capital.  An- 
other delegate  was  elected  by  Gallatin  and  Hardin  counties  jointly.  Thus 
that  part  of  Gallatin  which  was  then  being  organized  as  the  County  of 
Saline  was  represented  at  the  constitutional  convention  through  the  par- 
ent county.       The  new  constitution,  having  been  adopted  by  the  conven- 


26.  County  Commissioners'   Record,  v.  A   (18'i7-46),   p.   1,   in  Supervisors'   Record,   see  entry  2. 

27.  Theodore  Calvin  Pease,     The  Frontier  State,  1818-1848,     v.   II,     The  Centennial     History  of  Illinois, 
p.  406-9.       Hereinafter  cited  as  Pease,  The  Frontier  State. 

28.  Ibid. 
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tion  on  Augxist  31,  1847,  was  ratified  by  the  electorate  of  the  state  on 
March  6,  1848  and  went  into  effect  April  1,  1848.  Inasmuch  as  Saline 
County  became  administratively  active  in  October  1847,=®  the  electorate  of 
that  county  voted  on  the  ratification  of  the  state's  new  basic  law. 

Liberal  Reforms  in  County  Government 

Though  the  functioning  of  Saline  County  as  such  began  under  the 
Constitution  of  1818,  it  was  with  the  spirit  which  so  soon  thereafter  wa^ 
to  manifest  itself  in  the  Constitution  of  1848  that  the  founders  and  first 
administrators  of  the  county  were  imbued.  Thus  they  were  ready  to  in- 
stitute the  liberal  reforms  in  county  government  for  which  the  Constitu- 
tion of  1848  provided  as  soon  as  that  constitution  came  into  effect.  The 
new  Constitution  authorized  the  state  legislature  to  enact  a  general  law 
giving  every  county  the  option  of  adopting  the  township  form  of  local 
government.  This  authorization  required  that  the  law  in  question  should 
be  so  formulated  as  to  permit  the  inauguration  of  the  township  form  of 
government  in  any  county  whenever  a  majority  of  the  voters  of  such  a 
county  should,   at  any  general   election,   so  determine.*' 

The  early  form  of  concentrated  county  government  waus  preferred  by 
the  state's  immigrants  from  the  South.  In  the  region  whence  they  came 
such  a  type  of  local  government  was  the  standard  pattern.  The  new  set- 
tlers hailing  from  the  northeastern  and  the  Middle  Atlantic  states,  however, 
brought  with  them  a  different  concept  of  county  government,  one  which 
called  for  a  more  decentralized  and  more  democratic  administration  of 
county  affairs.  The  basic  unit  in  the  latter  case  was  the  township,  and 
its  distinctive  implementation  was  the  town  meeting. 

In  Illinois,  as  in  some  other  states  where  it  has  been  adopted,  the 
township  system  of  government  has  not  flourished  as  fully  as  it  has  in 
New  England.  In  New  England  the  town  came  first  and  the  larger  units 
of  government  later,  whereas  in  Illinois  the  formation  of  the  larger  unit 
preceded  the  establishment  of  the  township.  Thus  the  latter  has  been  a 
rather  artificial  creation  of  the  law  not  particularly  well  suited  to  the 
geographical  conditions  and  early  industrial  developments  in  Illinois. 

Moreover,  in  Illinois  the  tendency  has  been  to  create  other  local  gov- 
erning bodies  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  most  of  the  local  adminis- 
trative functions.  The  more  important  responsibilities  of  this  nature  have 
been  lodged  in  cities  and  villages,  school  districts,  drainage  districts,  park 
districts,  and  so  forth.  They  bear  the  responsibilities  and  direct  the  work 
which  fall  within  their  several  spheres  of  operation.  That  has  been  one 
tendency  in  Illinois  and  another  has  been  to  transfer  as  many  functions 
as  possible  from  the  township  to  the  county  as  a  whole. 


31 


It  is  worth  noting,  that  the  spirit  which  pervaded  the  new  constitu- 
tion served  to  liberalize  the  local  government  of  even  those  counties  which 
chose  to  retain  the  county  court  system  of  administration.  It  is  true 
that  the  new  constitution  required  that  the  newly  devised  county  court 
should    in  each  such  case  replace  the  old     county  commissioners'  court,** 


29.  County  Commissioners'   Record,  v.  A   (1847-48),   p.   1,    in  Supervisors'   Record,  see  entry  2. 

30.  Const.   1843,   Art.   VII,    sec.    6. 

31.  Walter  F.  and  Sue   H.   Dodd,   Government  in   Illinois,   p.   223-25. 

32.  Const.   1848,   Art.  V.   sec.   16-19. 
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and  this  was  a  move  toward  greater  simplification  and  centralization  of 
the  machinery  of  local  government.  On  the  other  hand,  though  the  cor- 
oner was  omitted  from  the  list  of  constitutional  county  officers,  provision 
was  made  for  a  number  of  additional  elective  constitutional  officers. 
Among  them  were  county  judges,  state's  or  county  attorneys,  clerks  of  cir- 
cuit courts,  and  justices  of  the  peace.^  The  north  and  central  counties 
tended  to  adopt  the  township  unit;  the  extremely  southern  counties,  as  a 
iTile,  did  not.  Saline  is  one  of  the  few  southern  counties  which  has 
adopted  that  system  of  local  government.  This,  however,  was  not  done 
until  1889. 

COUNTY  COMMISSIONERS'  COURT 

First  Meeting 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Saline  county  commissioners'  court,  held 
on  October  11,  1847,  in  Raleigh,  Archibald  Sloan  was  appointed  surveyor 
and  "authorized  to  hire  what  help  he  may  want  in  surveying  out  the  lots 
in  Raleigh  in  Saline  County  Ills."  It  was  ordered  that  the  lots  be  offered 
for  sale  on  November  15,  1847,  and  that  they  be  sold  on  credit  with  periods 
of  six,  twelve,  and  eighteen  months  allowance  for  payments.  It  was  fur- 
ther ordered  that  ten  percent  of  the  purchase  money  be  collected  at  time 
of  sale  and  the  balance  in  equal  installments,  also  that  promissory  notes 
were  to  be  accepted  from  purchasers  as  security  for  credit  extended." 

Fifty  copies  of  the  notice  bearing  this  information  were  ordered 
printed,  and  "one  insertion"  was  ordered  placed  in  the  Wabash  Democrat 
and  Gazette.  One  dollar  was  ordered  paid  to  Henry  Gardiner,  David 
Upchurch,  James  Stricklin,  and  Jacob  Smith.  Each  of  them  had  advanced 
that  sum  to  pay  for  the  printing  and  advertising  relative  to  the  sale  of 
lots  in  Raleigh.  It  was  ordered  also  that  payment  of  fifty  cents  be  made 
to  Samuel  Elder  and  to  John  Barger,  they  having  each  advanced  that 
amount  for  the  aforesaid  purpose.  Lot  number  20  was  reserved  as  a  site 
for  a  county  jail.^ 

First  County  Record  of  Road  Survey 

The  court  adjourned  until  November  6,  1847.  At  the  November 
meeting  of  the  same  body  James  M.  Gaston  presented  the  bond  required 
of  him  as  its  clerk,  which  was  approved.  Hiram  Burnett's  bond  as 
county  treasurer  was  also  received  and  approved.  Other  business  trans- 
acted at  this  special  term  of  the  court  included  the  following:  payment 
was  ordered  for  the  services  rendered  by  persons  who  assisted  Surveyor 
Sloan  in  the  work  of  laying  out  the  lots  in  Raleigh.  Payment  of  $2.12  1-2 
was  ordered  to  be  made  to  Hannah  A.  Crawford  "for  boarding  hands 
while  engaged  in  laying  off  the  lots  in  Raleigh."  William  Carr,  George 
Bond,  and  William  Stricklin  were  appointed  commissioners  to  review, 
mark  out,  and  locate  a  county  road  running  from  Raleigh  "to  the  notched 


33.  Illinois  Legislative  Reference  Bureau,  County  and  Local  Government  in  Illinois,  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion (1920),  Bulletin  No.  12,  p.  1011.  (Hereinaher  cited  as  County  and  Local  Government,  Bulletin 
No.  12.) 

34.  County  Commissioners'  Record,  v.  A  (1847-48),   p.  1,  2,  In  Supervisors'   Record,  see  entry  2. 

35.  Ibid. 
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trees  on  the  line  running  and  dividing  the  county  of  Saline  and  Williamson 
County."-'" 

This  is  the  earliest  Saline  County  record  with  reference  to  the  loca- 
tion and  construction  of  a  road  within  its  boundaries.  However,  it  was 
previously  not  altogether  without  a  highway — since  it  was  traversed  by 
the  old  Shawneetown-Kaskaskia  trail,  "which  ran  northwest  from  Shaw- 
neetown  by  the  blockhouse  at  Equality  in  Gallatin  County  by  the  Brown 
blockhouse  at  what  is  now  Eldorado,  and  west  to  the  range  of  hills  north 
of  Raleigh  to  the  Karns  blockhouse  where  later  Bethels  Church  stood  and 
by  the  Gasaway  blockhouse  to  West  Frankfort,  and  then  a  little  north- 
west to  Kaskaskia."'''  A  part  of  this  trail  from  Equality  to  Eldorado  is 
still  used  as  State  Highway  Number  142.^ 

Demarcation  of  Precinct  Boundaries 

Transactions  having  to  do  with  the  sale  of  lots  and  the  demarcation 
of  precinct  boundaries  were  the  major  items  of  business  at  the  December 
6,  1847  session  of  the  county  commissioners'  court.  The  notes  that  had 
been  given  for  lots  sold  at  the  auction  held  November  15  of  that  year  were 
ordered  "handed  over  to  the  treasurer. "'»  A  total  of  twenty-two  such 
transactions  came  up  for  consideration.  The  promissory  notes  which 
had  been  received  by  the  county  in  these  deals  provided  for  a  payment  of 
the  amounts  involved  in  three  installments.  As  for  the  second  item  on 
the  agenda,  it  consisted  of  the  designation  of  six  election  precincts  and 
their  boundaries.  These  were  Curran,  Raleigh,  Saline,  Stonefort,  Mon- 
roe, and  Summerset  (Somerset).*" 

First  Quarters  Used  by  Commissioners'  Court 

The  business  of  this  session  is  closely  related  to  an  undertaking  which 
in  Saline,  as  in  other  counties,  ig  outstanding  among  early  historical 
events.  That  was  the  construction  of  the  first  county  courthouse — an 
account  of  which  is  presented  in  some  detail  in  another  section  of  the 
present  historical  sketch,  the  section  entitled  "Public  Buildings."  At 
this  point,  however,  note  should  be  made  of  the  quarters  which  were  used 
for  the  meeting  of  the  commissioners'  court  and  related  purposes  prior  to 
the  erection  of  the  courthouse.       There  is  not  a  great  deal  of  information 


36.  County  Commissioners'   Record,  v.  A   (1847-48),  p.  2,  3,   in  Supervisors'  Record,  see  entry  2. 

37.  History  of  Saline  County  and   Harrisburg,   p.   4. 

38.  Ibid. 

39.  County  Commissioners'   Record,  v.  A   (1847-48),   p.  7-11,   in  Supervisors'   Record,  see  entry  2. 

40.  Ibid.,  p.  12-15.  Demarcation  of  the  Stonefort  Precinct  affords  a  good  example  of  how  prec'ict 
boundary  lines  were  formulated  and  described  at  that  time  in  the  area  under  consideration.  It  was  as 
follows:  "Ordered  that  the  Boundary  Lines  for  Stonefort  Precinct  be  and  they  are  hereby  established 
as  follows  Commencing  at  the  southwest  corner  of  Saline  Precinct  running  thence  down  Brushy  fork 
to  the  mouth  thence  up  Banl<ston  fork  to  the  mouth  of  sinking  fork  thence  up  the  sinking  fork  to 
David  B.  Russells  thence  south  to  Gillen  Harris  thence  south  to  Joseph  Barnetts  thence  south  down 
the  open  Pond  slough  to  the  saline  river  thence  up  the  saline  river  to  the  Mouth  of  BIcck  House 
Creek  to  the  County  Line,  thence  West  along  said  Line  to  the  Williamson  County  Line,  thence  north 
10  the   Beginning"    (ibid.,  p.   13). 
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readily  available  on  this  subject.  Apparently  the  first  meeting  of  the 
county  commissioners'  court  was  held  in  the  home  of  Andrew  Musgraves." 
Whether  this  home  was  also  the  two-story  log  house  where  the  first  court 
trial  was  held  soon  after  the  county  was  organized  is  not  stated  in  avail- 
able documents.  Some  light,  however,  is  cast  on  the  question  by  the  rec- 
ord of  action  taken  on  March  10,  1848.  On  that  date  the  county  treasurer 
was  ordered  "to  pay  A.  Musgraves  $5  for  the  use  of  his  house  to  hold 
court  up  to  this  term.""  In  December  of  the  same  year,  however,  the 
treasurer  was  also  ordered  "to  pay  Hannah  A.  Crawford  $5  for  furnishing 
house  to  hold  county  court  for  four  days."" 

SALINE   UNDER   COUNTY    COURT    ADMINISTRATION 

Court  Both  an  Administrative  and  a  Judicial  Agency 

The  county  commissioners'  court,  as  established  under  the  Constitu- 
tion of  1818,  held  its  last  session  in  Saline  in  December  1849.  When  the 
change  was  made  to  the  county  court  system  of  administration,  as  pro- 
vided by  the  Constitution  of  1848,  the  last  county  commissioners'  court 
consisted  of  David  Upchurch,  James  Stricklin,  and  J.  R.  Norman — who  had 
replaced  Isaac  E.  Barker. 

An  act  establishing  the  county  court  as  an  agency  of  county  admin- 
istration was  approved  by  the  General  Assembly  on  February  12,  1849. 
The  act  called  for  the  holding  of  an  election  in  November  1849,  for  the 
purpose  of  choosing  the  county  judge,  two  associate  justices  of  the  peace, 
the  clerk  of  the  county  court,  and  constables.  Also,  it  established  the 
power  and  jurisdiction  of  the  court." 

According  to  the  statute,  the  county  court  was  to  "exercise  and  pos- 
sess all  the  power,  jurisdiction,  and  authority  heretofore  conferred  by  law 
on  the  county  commissioners'  court."*^  The  sessions  of  the  court  were 
scheduled  by  the  act  to  take  place  on  the  first  Monday  of  March,  June, 
September,  and  December  of  each  year.  The  jurisdiction  of  the  court  was 
designated  to  include  all  probate  cases  and  a  limited  range  of  other  civil 
cases  to  be  specified  by  the  General  Assembly,  as  well  as  criminal  misde- 
meanors, punishment  for  which  was  restricted  to  fine  only  and  that  not 
exceeding  $100.*' 

On  December  26,  1849  the  county  court  of  Saline  County  held  a  spe- 
cial meeting  with  Samuel  Elder  as  the  presiding  judge.  Participating, 
also,  were  James  Stricklin  and  David  Upchurch,  associate  justices  of  the 
peace,  and  H.  C.  Burnett,  who  had  been  elected  clerk  of  the  court.  These 
associate  justices  of  the  peace,  as  will  be  recalled,  had  also  been  members 
of  the  county  board  from  the  very  beginning  of  the  county's  existence  as 
an  administrative  unit  of  the  state. 

First  Administrative  Acts  of  County  Court 

The  first  administrative    acts  of  the  county  court    were  the  appoint- 

41.  County  Commissioners'   Record,  v.  A  (1847-48)   p.  32,   in  Supervisors'   Record,  see  entry  2. 

42.  Ibid. 

43.  Order  Book  (1848-57),  p.  15,  in  Supervsiors'  Record,  see  ent'7  2. 

44.  L.    1849,   p.   62-67. 

45.  Ibid.,   p.  65. 

46.  Const.  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  18,  19. 

—13— 


Historical  Siietch 

ment  of  Associate  Justice  David  Upchurch  as  county  agent  to  procure  "a 
suitable  press  and  seals  for  the  county  court  and  circuit  court  to  be  en- 
graved with  suitable  devices,"  and  the  appointment  of  Judge  Elder  as 
agent  "to  procure  a  suitable  stove  and  pipe  for  the  county  clerk's  office, 
to  be  paid  for  in  county  orders."  Upchurch  was  to  be  paid  interest  on 
the  cost  of  the  seals  and  press  "at  the  rate  of  six  percent  per  annum  from 
the  date  until  paid."*' 

At  the  June  term  of  court  it  had  been  ordered  that  town  lots  in  Ral- 
eigh that  "remain  unsold  be  sold  for  one-fourth  cost  and  the  proceeds  ap- 
plied to  procuring  a  courts  seal  for  the  circuit  court  and  also  for  the  coun- 
ty court."*'* 

At  the  March  1850  term  the  report  of  John  M.  Burnett  and  Willie 
Pinnell,*"  road  reviewers,  was  received;  "and  the  said  road  leading  from 
Raleigh  to  the  notched  trees  on  the  line  between  the  counties  of  Saline 
and  Williamson  be  and  the  same  hereby  (is)  declared  a  public  County 
road." 

The  court  then  named  the  persons  representing  the  different  election 
precincts  to  serve  as  grand  jurors  at  the  June  term  of  the  circuit  court. 
Supervisors  for  the  road  districts  also  were  appointed,  assignments  of 
"hands"  to  work  the  roads  were  made,  and  the  maximum  labor  for  each 
"hand"  for  the  year  was  fixed  at  five  days." 

In  1849  the  county  commissioners'  court  had  ordered  the  sum  of  $1.75 
paid  to  John  Miller  for  "services  in  killing  one  wolf."^'  Shortly  after  the 
county  court  replaced  the  county  commissioners'  court,  the  judges  decided 
that  it  was  "inexpedient  to  allow  any  bounty  on  wolf  scalps  that  may  be 
taken  in  this  county."'^''  They  also  decided  that  the  county  had,  at  the 
time,  no  authority  to  pay  for  the  service  rendered  by  supervisors  of  roads. 
These  supervisors  were  required  to  place  guide  boards  at  forks  of  public 
highways.  In  consideration  of  their  special  contribution  to  the  public 
welfare  they  were  exempted  by  law  from  military  duty  and  jury  service." 
Other  items  recorded  give  indication  of  the  financial  status  and  potential 
assets  of  the  county  during  the  years  1849  and  1850.=^  The  amount  of 
revenue  charged  to  the  county  collector  was  $1,189.92.  Outstanding  or- 
ders to  the  county  treasurer  totaled  $734.83  1-2.  There  being  no  records 
in  the  office  of  the  circuit  court,  it  was  declared  "impossible  to  ascertain 
the  amount  of  outstanding  jury  certificates."  The  clerk  was  directed  to 
"post  a  copy  of  the  fiscal  situation  of  the  county  according  to  law." 
The  tax  levy  for  the  year  1850  was  set  at  forty  cents  on  "each  one  hun- 
dred dollars  worth  of  property."  John  Howard,  tax  collector,  was  allow- 
ed a  credit  of  $53.04  as  part  of  his  commission  for     collecting  the  county 


47.  Order  Book  (1848-57),  p.  45,  62,   in  Supervisors'  Recoro,  see  entry  2. 

48.  Ibid. 

49.  This   name   is   variously   spelled    in   the   transcript   of   the    record    as    *'Wilie    Pinnell"    and    as    "Wilie 
Pinvale." 

50.  Order   Book   (1848-57),   p.   63,   74,    in  Supervisors'   Record,   see  ^rtry  2. 

51.  Ibid.,   p.  26. 

52.  Ibid.,   p.   73. 

53.  Ibid.,  p.  74. 

54.  'Ibid.,   p.   75,    77,   85,   89. 
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revenue  for  the  year  1849.  There  was  a  balance  of  $115.43  due  the  coun- 
ty from  Howard.  The  assessor,  James  Burnett,  was  paid  "$85  in  full  for 
his  service  in  assessing  for  taxation  for  the  year  1850." 

The  jail  that  had  been  constructed  and  finished  the  previous  year  was 
in  need  of  repairs,  and  Judge  Samuel  Elder  was  appointed  commissioner  to 
superintend  the  work.  Elder  was  given  authority  to  have  the  job  done  in 
a  "substantial  manner,  and  in  whatever  way  he  may  think  proper  for  the 
safe  keeping  of  any  and  all  prisoners  that  may  be  confined  therein."^  In 
September  1850,  James  Baker,  the  jailer,  was  paid  $15.75  "in  full  for  diet- 
ing F.  M.  Huff  in  the  county  jail  to  this  term  of  court."  At  the  Decem- 
ber 1850  term,  Martin  Kittinger  was  ordered  paid  $1.75,  "it  being  for  com- 
mitting John  Starr  to  the  county  jail  £ind  dieting  said  prisoner  up  to  this 
day  inclusive."™ 

Wide  Range  of  Administrative  Activity 

Early  administrative  activity  of  Saline  County  includes,  aside  from 
that  already  indicated,  proceedings  having  to  do  with  taxation,  appoint- 
ment of  jurors,  permits  to  conduct  various  types  of  business,  care  of  in- 
digent persons,  the  effecting  of  waterway  improvements,  settlement  of  fin- 
ancial debts  shared  with  Gallatin  County,  and  the  establishment  of  schools 
and  school  districts.  In  this  respect  the  early  history  of  Saline  County 
is  similar  to  that  of  other  Illinois  counties  of  the  same  area. 

At  the  January  1848  term  of  the  commissioners'  court  provision  was 
made  for  allowing  the  county  collector  up  to  the  first  Monday  in  Septem- 
ber to  turn  in  all  the  revenue  due  the  county  for  the  year  1847.  At  the 
March  term  the  tax  rate  was  fixed  at  twenty  cents  on  every  "one  hundred 
dollars  worth  of  taxable  property."  At  the  June  term  of  the  court  this 
rate  was  doubled,  the  commissioners  having  decided  that  a  rate  of  twenty 
cents  would  be  "insufficient  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  county  for  the 
year.""  Other  action  taken  at  this  term  included  the  following:  Lot  No. 
35  in  Raleigh  was  reserved  as  ground  for  a  public  school  or  a  meeting 
house.  Grand  and  petit  jurors  were  appointed  from  each  of  the  six 
election  precincts.^ 

Preparatory  to  the  location  of  a  mill  site  on  the  "S.  W.  quarter  of 
Sec.  15,  T.  10  S.,  R.  6  E.  on  the  premises  of  Stephen  F.  Mitchell  for  the 
use  and  benefit  of  said  Mitchell,"  the  commissioners  found  it  necessary  to 
take  special  steps.  At  the  January  1848  term  of  court  they  ordered  the 
issuance  of  a  writ  of  ad  quad  damnum  by  the  sheriff  of  the  county  for  the 
purpose  of  summoning  a  jury  to  inquire  what,  if  any,  damage  might  ac- 
crue to  owners  of  adjoining  properties  should  the  mill  be  constructed."* 
This  resulted  in  the  changing  of  the  permit  granted  to  Mitchell.  Origin- 
ally it  extended  to  him  the  right  to  build  a  dam  9  feet  high  across  the  Sa- 
line River.  At  the  September  term  of  the  court,  the  commissioners 
amended  the  order  so  as  to  permit  the  construction  of  this  dam  up  to     a 

55.  Order  Book  (1848-57),   p.  87,   89,    in  Supervisors'   Record  see  entry  2. 

56.  Ibid.,  p.   105. 

57.  County   Commissioners'   Record,   v.   A   (1847-48),   p.    19,   21;   Order   Bool<   (1848-57),    p.   2,    in   Super- 
visors'  Record,  see  entry  2. 

58.  County  Commissioners'  Record,  v.  A  (1847-48),  p.  29,  30,  in  Supervisors'  Record,  see  entry  2. 

59.  Ibid.,  p.   17,  25. 
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height  of  11  feet.""  This  extension  of  the  height  of  the  dam  was  allowed, 
apparently  because  the  jury  determined  that  the  additional  height  would 
not  cause  the  water  to  overflow  and  inundate  the  lands  adjacent  to  Mitch- 
ell's estate. 

The  first  overseers  of  the  poor  in  the  county  were  appointed  in  the 
spring  of  1848  —  one  for  each  of  the  six  election  districts.  Local  super- 
vision of  the  poor  was  a  common  practice  in  those  days.  The  first  in- 
stance recorded  of  the  provision  of  poor  relief  in  Saline  County  is  an  order 
issued  at  the  December  1848  term  of  the  commissioners'  court.  It  re- 
quired the  county  treasurer  to  pay  Edmund  Baker  "$20  for  keeping  Sam- 
uel Barter,  a  pauper."*^ 

Other  items  of  business  transacted  at  the  same  term  help  reflect  the 
status  of  the  county  at  that  time  and  serve  to  show  the  quaint  character 
of  some  of  the  early  administrative  duties.  The  assessor's  book  cover- 
ing the  year  1848  was  received,  and  the  county  treasurer  was  ordered  to  pay 
Hiram  Bennett  $92,  "the  balance  on  charge  for  assessing  the  revenue  of 
Saline  County  for  1848."  An  order  was  issued  for  the  payment  of  $1.25 
to  Jacob  Smith  for  "hauling  the  books  for  Saline  County  from  Shawnee- 
town  to  Raleigh."^ 

At  the  January  1848  meeting  of  the  court  it  was  ordered  that  $10  be 
paid  to  each  of  the  commissioners  and  to  the  county  clerk  for  services  per- 
formed at  the  town  of  Equality  in  Gallatin  County.  These  services,  ap- 
parently, were  performed  by  way  of  carrying  out  a  provision  included  in 
the  enabling  act  which  created  Saline  County.  This  act  ordered  that  the 
"county  debt  of  the  present  county  of  Gallatin  shall  be  divided  between 
the  counties  of  Gallatin  and  Saline,  as  hereby  established,  in  proportion 
to  the  taxable  property  of  each,  according  to  the  last  assessment  made  be- 
fore this  act,  shall  take  effect,  which  shall  be  adjusted  by  the  county  com- 
missioners' court  of  the  two  counties,  with  the  aid  of  clerks  thereof  (if 
present),  who  shall  meet  at  Equality,  for  that  purpose,  on  such  day  as 
either  court  may  notify  the  other  of  by  reasonable  notice. "** 

By  March  1848,  the  clerk  was  ordered  "to  post  up  according  to  law 
the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  county."  The  treasurer  reported  at  the  March 
term  "$3.00  in  money  in  the  treasury  at  this  time  and  none  paid  out."" 

Attempt  to  Abolish  Saline  County 

A  curious  phenomenon  of  the  time  was  an  act  of  the  state  legislature, 
approved  on  February  11,  1851,  which  abolished  Saline  and  Gallatin  coun- 
ties as  they  then  were.      It  declared  that,  beginning  on  the  fourth  Monday 


60.  Order    Book    (1848-57),    p.    8,    in    Supervisors'    Record,    see    entry    2. 

61.  County  Commissioners'  Record,  v.  A  (1847-46),  p.  31;  Order  Book  (1848-57),  p.  15,  In  Super- 
visors'  Record,   see  entry   2. 

62.  Order  Book  (1848-57),  p.  7;  County  Commissioners'  Record,  v.  A  (1347-48),  p.  34,  in  Supervisors' 
Record,  see  entry  2. 

63.  (^nty  Commissioners'  Record,  v.  A  1 1847-43),  p.  16,  in  Supervisors'  Record,  see  entry  2. 
Priv.  L.  1847,  p.  36.  Whether  the  services  performed  at  Equality  had  tc  do  with  the  provision  in 
the  Saline  County  enabling  act  telative  to  the  division  of  the  Gallatin  County  debt  Is  not  Indicated 
in  the  Saline  records,  but  it  seems  reasonable  to  believe  that  that  was  the  case — since  the  division  of 
this  debt  and  the  beginning  of  the  independent  administrative  activity  in  Saline  Cuunty  come  so 
closely  together. 

64.  0)unty   Commissioners'    Record,    v.   A    (1847-48),    p.    31,    in    Supervisors'    Record,    see   entry   2. 
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of  April  1851,  the  area  embraced  within  these  two  administrative  units  be 
"styled  and  named  as  the  county  of  Gallatin.'"^  This  act  was  apparently 
disregarded  —  as  may  be  gathered  from  an  amendment  to  it  which  was 
approved  on  June  21  of  the  following  year.  The  amendment  called  for 
an  election  to  be  held  in  all  the  precincts  of  the  two  counties  in  order  to 
give  the  voters  an  opportunity  to  decide  whether  the  aforementioned  mer- 
ger should  be  put  into  effect.*^  The  election  in  question  was  scheduled  to 
be  held  on  the  first  Monday  in  August  1852,  and  apparently  was  held  on 
that  date.  The  judges  of  the  election  were  ordered  paid  at  the  September 
term  of  the  county  court.'='  The  proposition,  it  appears,  was  voted  down, 
for  the  two  counties  involved  continued  to  exist  as  independent  adminis- 
trative units. 

The  passage  of  the  act  did,  however,  result  in  some  misunderstanding 
and  litigation.  On  May  22,  1851,  Circuit  Judge  S.  S.  Marshall  declined  to 
hold  court  in  Raleigh  on  the  ground  that  no  such  county  as  Saline  was 
then  in  existence.**  Moreover,  shortly  before  that  the  county  court  had 
ordered  the  county  treasurer  to  "pay  Henry  Gardiner,  William  Frizell 
and  David  Upchurch  the  sum  of  $200  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  ex- 
pense of  a  suit  testing  the  constitutionality  of  an  act  passed  at  the  late 
session  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Illinois  abolishing  the  counties 
of  Gallatin  and  Saline  and  forming  the  County  of  Gallatin  out  of  said 
coimties."""  Samuel  Elder,  presiding  judge,  protested  against  this  or- 
der.™ This,  then,  is  an  account  of  a  change  which,  as  it  were,  was  nipped 
in  the  bud. 

Change  of  County  Seat 

Not  long  thereafter  another  change  with  bearing  upon  the  Saline 
County  administration  was  put  through  successfully.  This  was  the 
transfer  of  the  county  seat  from  Raleigh  to  Harrisburg.  At  the  time  of 
the  organization  of  Saline  County  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  its  southern 
section  had  objected  to  the  establishment  of  the  county  seat  at  a  location 
only  6  miles  from  its  northern  boundary.  By  1850,  however,  Raleigh  as- 
sumed that  it  was  to  remain  the  county  seat  permanently,  having  previ- 
ously built  a  two-story  courthouse  in  the  public  square  of  that  town. 
Nevertheless,  two  years  later,  agitation  was  resumed  in  favor  of  removing 
the  county  seat  to  a  more  central  point  in  the  county."^  At  a  meeting  held 
in  old  Liberty  Church,  in  1852,  a  committee  was  chosen  to  select  a  cen- 
trally located  town  site  to  which  the  headquarters  of  the  county  admin- 
istration might  be  moved.  After  due  consideration,  this  committee  se- 
lected the  site  of  the  present  business  section  of  Harrisburg,  which  at  the 
time  was  called  "Crusoe's  Island."  The  20  acres  which  constituted  the 
original  plat  of  the  Harrisburg  site  consisted  of  4  subdivisions  of  5  acres 


65.  L.   1851,   p.   28. 

66.  Ibid.,  Second  Sess.,  p.  106-8. 

67.  Order  Book  (1848-57),  p.  172-76,   in  Supervisors'   Record,  see  entry  2. 

68.  Ibid.,  p.  130. 

69.  Ibid.,   p.   108. 

70.  Ibid.,  p.  129. 

71.  History  of  Saline  County  and  Harrisburg,  p.  12,  13.  This  public  sentiment  for  a  change  of  county 
seat  was  not  reflected  in  county  board  records  inasmuch  as  sealed  proposals  to  build  a  new  brick 
courthouse  In  Raleigh  were  Invited  at  a  meeting  of  the  county  court  June  9,  1853.  This  structure 
was  erected;  and  it  was  accepted  at  a  special  meeting  April  8,  1853  (Order  Book  (1848-57),  p.  217, 
307,   in  Supervisors'   Record,  see  entry  2). 
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each.       These  were  obtained  in  equal  proportion  from  four  men:  Pankey, 
Yandell,  Cain,  and  Harris. 

The  land  was  platted  in  July  1853  and  the  lots  were  auctioned  off. 
The  following  year  there  were  already  several  buildings  standing  around 
the  public  square.  The  first  of  these  was  a  log  structure  used  as  a  store. 
The  site  on  which  it  stood  is  familiar  now  as  the  location  of  the  City  Na- 
tional Bank.  It  was  not,  however,  until  five  years  subsequent  to  the 
erection  of  Harrisburg's  first  buildings  that  the  county  seat  was  moved  to 
that  place.  A  new  controversy  over  the  matter  caused  this  delay.  An 
election  called  in  1857  to  decide  upon  the  permanent  site  of  the  county 
seat  resulted,  according  to  its  exponents,  in  a  majority  of  15  votes  in  fav- 
or of  Harrisburg.  Apparently  this  claim  was  challenged,  for  the  matter 
was  taken  into  court  where  it  remained  for  some  time.  The  court  took 
no  action  on  the  issue,  and  finally  threw  out  the  case.  Some  have  con- 
tended that  the  Harrisburg  exponents  bribed  the  court  to  do  so."  How- 
ever that  may  be,  in  1859,  the  county  seat  was  moved  to  Harrisburg,  and 
in  1861  Harrisburg  was  incorporated  as  a  town.  The  evacuated  court- 
house at  Raleigh  was  sold,  at  a  great  loss,  to  the  Masonic  order."' 


Harrisburg  Emerges  on  Eve  of  Ci\il  War 

The  removal  of  the  county  administration  offices  to  Harrisburg,  the 
erection  of  a  courthouse  at  Harrisburg,  and  the  incorporation  of  Harris- 
burg as  a  town  all  took  place  at  a  time  when  there  was  much  ferment  in 
the  county  and  an  acute  state  of  crisis  throughout  the  nation.  Forces 
and  developments  which  had  become  impossible  to  check  were  pushing 
the  country  with  steadily  increasing  momentum  toward  the  abyss  of  civil 
war  into  which  it  finally  lurched  on  April  14,  1861.  This  is  particularly 
worth  noting  here  because,  as  shall  be  explained  presently,  the  approach 
of  the  "War  Between  the  States,"  as  it  is  called  in  the  South,  found  Saline 
and  other  southern  Illinois  counties  sharply  divided  on  the  issues  at  stake. 
A  large  proportion  of  the  populace  in  these  counties  was  proslavery  in 
sentiment."* 

First  Meeting  of  County  Court  in  Harrisburg 

In  June  1858  the  county  court  met  in  Harrisburg  for  the  first  time. 
In  March  of  the  following  year  the  county  court  ordered  the  appointment 
of  commissioners  to  select  sites  for  a  courthouse  and  jail  in  that  town. 
The  state  legislature  had  authorized  the  issuance  of  county  bonds  to  pay 
for  these  buildings."" 


72.  History  of  Saline  County  and   Harrisburg,   p.   13. 

73.  Ibid. 

74.  Ibid.,  p.  16. 

75.  History  of  Saline,   p.   18b,    187. 
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Early  Growtli  of  tlie  Town 

The  first  school  house  in  the  town  was  built  in  1858.  It  was  a  small 
plain  building  on  the  corner  of  Vine  and  Church  streets,  directly  in  front 
of  where  the  public  library  stands  today.  In  1859,  when  Harrisburg  be- 
came the  county  seat,  its  first  newspaper,  the  Clironicle,  was  started,  and 
at  about  the  same  time  Lodge  No.  325  of  F.  &  A.  M.  (Masons)  was  or- 
ganized. The  transfer  of  the  county  administration  to  Harrisburg  brought 
with  it  also  the  doctors  and  lawyers  who  had  previously  been  practicing  in 
Raleigh.""  Harrisburg  was  incorporated  by  special  charter"  which  was 
approved  February  12,  1861.  By  then  the  town  had  grown  considerably. 
After  the  completion  of  the  courthouse  there  was  no  further  notable  ex- 
pansion of  Harrisburg  until  the  Civil  War  was  over, 

Saline's  Part  in  Civil  War 

In  all  parts  of  southern  Illinois  there  were  people  who  favored  the 
Confederates  during  the  War  Between  the  States.  This  is  not  surprising 
inasmuch  as  the  area  is  so  close  to  what  was  then  slave  territory,  whence 
many  of  the  inhabitants  had  migrated.  Williamson  County,  just  west  of 
Saline,  went  so  far,  after  the  fall  of  Fort  Sumter,  as  to  demand  the  divi- 
sion of  Illinois  and  the  attachment  of  its  southern  portion  to  the  Confed- 
eracy."* Saline  County  did  not  declare  for  secession,  but  many  of  its  in- 
habitants were  members  of  the  Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle,  a  semi-mili- 
tary organization  which  supported  the  Southern  cause.™ 

The  situation  that  developed  in  the  county  as  a  result  of  the  sharp 
difference  of  opinion  which  prevailed  at  the  time  regarding  the  slavery 
issue  was  exemplified  in  the  case  of  Dr.  John  W.  Mitchell.**"  Shortly  prior 
to  the  Civil  War  he  brought  two  families  of  Negroes  into  Saline  County. 
He  gave  them  employment  on  his  farm  near  Independence.  In  doing  this 
he  violated  the  state  constitution.  The  Democrats  warned  him  to  remove 
these  Negroes  but  he  ignored  the  warning.  Apparently  the  popular  sen- 
timent in  the  county  favored  Dr.  Mitchell.  This  is  inferentially  indicated 
by  the  fact  that  the  Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle  did  not  dare  to  compel 
him  to  abide  by  the  Constitution." 

It  was  not  necessary  to  draft  men  for  the  Union  Army  out  of  Saline 
County.  Its  quota  for  the  army  was  1,285  and  it  supplied  1,280.  Seven 
companies  of  infantry  and  one  of  cavalry  were  recruited  almost  entirely 
in  the  county.  One  of  these  companies  was  under  the  command  of  Gen- 
eral John  A.  Logan  and  they  were  all  in  the  brigade  of  General  John  A. 
McClernand.  There  were  a  number  of  Saline  "boys"  with  Sherman  on 
his  famous  march  "from  Atlanta  to  the  aea."^ 


76.  History  of  Saline  County  and  Harrisburg,  p.   26. 

77.  Priv.  L.  1861,  p.  636.  This  charter  designated  the  area  of  Harrisburg  as  follows:  "The  southwest 
quarter  of  the  northwest  quarter,  and  the  northwest  quarter  of  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  15, 
and  the  southeast  quarter  of  the  northeast  quarter,  and  the  northeast  quarter  of  the  southeast  qudrter 
of  section  16,  in  Township  9  south,  of  Range  6  east,  and  all  additions  that  may  hereafter  be  made 
to  said  town"   (History  of  Saline,  p.  213). 

78.  History  of  Saline  County  and  Harrisburg,  p.   16. 

79.  Ibid. 

80.  Ibid.  Dr.  Mitchell  is  gratefully  remembered  in  nis  home  county  as  the  philanthropist  who  contribtted 
the  plot  of   land  upon  which  the   Mitchell-Carnegie   Public   Library   in   Harrisburg   now  stands. 

81.  Ibid. 

82.  Ibid. 
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It  was  not  until  after  the  Civil  War  that  the  major  expansion  of  Sa- 
line's population  and  industry  really  began.  And  most  of  this  took  place 
after  the  county  had  adopted  the  township  form  of  government. 

TOWNSHIP     ORGANIZATION 

It  was  provided  by  the  Constitution  of  1870  that  in  counties  not  under 
township  organization,  a  board  of  county  commissioners  was  to  be  insti- 
tuted in  place  of  the  administrative  county  court.  This  was  a  resump- 
tion of  the  major  phase  of  county  administration  established  by  the  Con- 
stitution of  ISIS.*^ 

Saline  was  among  the  counties  to  which  this  new  constitutional  pro- 
vision applied — that  is,  it  applied  to  Saline  for  almost  two  decades.  In 
1889  this  county,  falling  in  line  with  most  of  its  counterpart  administrative 
units  of  the  state,  adopted  the  township  form  of  organization  and  local 
administration,  and  as  a  result  in  1890,  the  county  board  of  supervisors  re- 
placed the  board  of  county  commissioners  as  the  basic  agency  of  county 
government. 

Worth  noting  in  this  connection  is  the  fact  that  it  took  some  time  to 
win  the  support  of  a  majority  of  the  Saline  electorate  for  township  or- 
ganization. On  petition  of  John  C.  Matthews  and  others  it  was  ordered 
on  September  4,  1878  that  the  county  clerk  advertise  an  election  to  be 
held  November  5,  1878  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  voters  of  the  county 
an  opportunity  to  vote  for  or  against  township  organization. **'  Appar- 
ently the  result  was  a  majority  for  the  negative,  for  on  September  3,  1883, 
on  petition  of  Nelson  Webber  and  forty-nine  others,  it  was  again  ordered 
that  the  county  advertise  an  election  for  the  same  purpose.^  Five  years 
later  the  question  was  submitted  to  the  voters  for  a  third  time  as  a  result 
of  a  petition  by  D.  N.  Anderson  and  others.**  In  1889  it  was  voted  upon, 
apparently  for  the  fourth  time,  and  that  year  it  won  out.*'  On  December 
17,  1889  commissioners  were  appointed  to  divide  the  county  into  town- 
ships in  pursuance  of  the  majority  decision  in  an  election  held  November 
5  of  that  year.^ 

On  January  20,  of  the  following  year,  these  special  commissioners  re- 
ported that  they  had  divided  Saline  County  into  thirteen  townships:  Hall, 
Galatia,  Brushy,  Douglas,  Stonefort,  Long  Branch,  Raleigh,  Harrisburg, 
Independence,  Texas,  Eldorado,  Cottage,  and  Somerset.*"  Two  weeks 
later,  the  board  of  county  commissioners  ordered  that  changes  be  made  in 
the  names  of  five  townships:  Hall  was  renamed  Tate;  Douglas  was  re- 
named Carrier  Mills;  Eldorado  was  renamed  East  Eldorado;  Somerset  was 
renamed  Mountain;  Texas  was  renamed  Rector.**  The  board  of  county 
commissioners  at  their  January  meeting  also  designated  a  polling  place  in 


83. 

County  and   Local    Government,    Bulletin    Nc.    12,    p.    10.13. 

84. 

County  Commissioners'  Record,  v.  A  (187'!-8C),  p.  428,  in  Supervisors' 

Record,  see  entry  2 

85. 

Ibid.,  V.  B,  p.  206. 

86. 

Ibid.,  V.  C,  p.  28. 

87. 

Ibid.,   p.  67. 

88. 

Ibid.,  p.  78. 

89. 

Ibid.,   p.  80-83. 

90. 

Ibid.,  p.  86. 
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each  of  the  townships  to  be  utilized  for  the  annual  town  election  to  be 
held  in  April  1890  at  which  election  town  supervisors  were  to  be  chosen."' 
These  town  supervisors  meeting  together  form  the  county  board  of  super- 
visors, the  board  that  administers  county  affairs. 

At  a  special  meeting  held  on  April  24,  1890  at  the  office  of  the  county 
clerk  in  Hairisburg  the  eight  supervisors  present  ordered  that  the  super- 
visors in  the  several  towns  "meet  at  the  Court  House  in  the  city  of  Har- 
risburg  on  Friday,  the  second  day  of  May  A.  D.  1890 — at  10  o'clock  A. 
M."''-  This  meeting,  the  first  official  session  of  the  board  of  supervisors, 
was  held  on  May  2,  1890  at  the  courthouse  in  Harrisburg.  All  thirteen 
supervisors  were  present.  Hezekiah  Bromlet  was  elected  chairman  for 
the  ensuing  year.  W.  C.  Baker  was  elected  county  treasurer  to  fill  va- 
cancy left  by  the  death  of  Pleas  (Pleasant)  Taylor."^  On  July  14  of  the 
same  year  rules  and  regulations  and  the  order  of  procedure  to  be  followed 
at  board  of  supervisors'  meetings  were  drawn  up.*^  And  thus  the  new 
type  of  county  administration,  carried  on  under  the  supervision  of  rep- 
resentatives from  each  of  the  county's  thirteen  towmships,  got  under  way, 
and,  as  in  most  of  the  other  Illinois  counties,  it  has  been  retained  as  the 
basic  agency  of  local  government."*^ 

An  indication  as  to  how  the  board  functions  in  Saline  County  is  mani- 
fested in  a  routine  piece  of  business  which  it  carried  through  on  April  15, 
1913.  This  was  the  appointment  of  ten  committees  by  the  chairman  of 
the  board,  three  supervisors  constituting  each  of  these  committees  which 
were  designated  as  follows:  Rules,  Reports,  Claims,  Fuel,  Roads  and 
Bridges,  Poor  and  Poor  Farm,  Building,  Finance,  Printing,  and  Fees  and 
Salaries."« 


THE  JUDICIARY 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  anything  of  an  extraordinary  nature  to 
report,  from  a  historical  standpoint,  with  respect  to  the  judiciary  in  Saline 
County.  As  in  other  counties,  so  in  Saline,  a  number  of  cases  significant 
for  their  psychological  and  sociological  implications  have  been  tried  in  the 


91.  County  Commissioners'  Record,  v.  C,  p.  83,  84,  in  Supervisors'  Record,  see  entry  2.  The  following  were 
the  location  of  these  polling  places:  Hall  Township,  at  the  Hall  town  school  house  in  Township  75, 
Range  5  E.  Galatia  Township  at  the  usual  place  in  the  Village  of  Galatia  in  Township  8  S.,  Range 
5  E.  Brushy  Township  at  home  of  D.  F.  Med'in  in  Township  8  S.,  Range  5  E.  Douglas  Township  at 
town  of  Carrier  Mills  in  Township  10  S.,  Range  5  E.  Stonefort  Township  at  usual  piace  in  Village 
of  Stonefort.  Independence  Township  at  usual  placp  in  town  of  independence.  Somerset  Township  at 
usual  place  at  Crossroads  in  Township  10  S.,  Rarige  7  E.  Cottage  Township  at  Cottage  Grove  school 
house  in  Township  8  S.,  Range  7  E.  Eldorado  Township  at  usual  place  in  Village  of  Eldorado.  Texas 
Township  at  Delton  Clary  school  house  in  Township  7  S.,  Range  7  E.     Long  Branch  Township  at  Rhine 

school   house   in  Township  7   S.,   Range  6   E.     Raleigh  Township  at  usual   place   in  Village  of   Raleigh. 
Harrisburg  Township  at  usual   place   in  city  of  Harrisburg. 

92.  Ibid.,   p.    95. 

93.  Ibid.,  p.  95-99. 

94.  Ibid.,   p.    100-102. 

95.  The  number  of  supervisors  and  assistant  supervisors  by  townships  in  Saline  County  is  at  present  as 
follows:  Brushy  1,  Carrier  Mills  2,  Cottage  1,  East  Eldorado  4,  Galatia  1,  Harrisburg  6,  Independence 
1,   Long   Branch   1,   Mountain   1,   Raleigh   1,    Rector  1,   Stonefort  1,   Tate   1;   total   22. 

96.  Supervisors'   Record,  v.   E,  p.  66,  see  entry  2. 
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circuit  court.  Worth  noting  historically  among  these  are  the  litigations 
arising  from  quarrels,  riots,  fights,  and  destruction  of  property  precipitated 
by  antagonism  over  the  slavery  issue. 

No  attempt  has  been  made  here  to  present  comprehensively  the  evo- 
lution of  the  judicial  system  in  Saline  County.  Merely  a  few  character- 
istic lawsuits  and  other  relevant  developments  have  been  selected  from  the 
first  thirty  years  of  its  history  for  presentation  here  by  way  of  indicating 
how  the  judicial  functions  of  the  county  government  have  been  carried  on. 

Judge  William  A.  Denning  presided  over  the  first  term  of  the  circuit 
court  in  Saline  County.  It  began  on  Monday,  June  5,  1848  at  Raleigh. 
The  first  grand  jury  impaneled  in  this  county,  March  8,  consisted  of  John 
B.  Norman,  William  Stricklin,  John  Rhine,  C.  B.  Bromlet,  Henry  Garner, 
George  N.  Pemberton,  Albert  A.  Anderson,  William  Anderson,  Willie  Pin- 
nell,  Thomas  Vaughn,  William  Elder,  William  Bourland,  Jess  E.  Rude, 
David  I.  Blackman,  Samuel  B.  Crank,  George  W.  Hensley,  Wilson  Gas- 
kins,  James  C.  Ward,  Harmon  Thompson,  David  Tanner,  John  Miller,  James 
Hill  and  James  Murray.^'"  The  first  case  to  come  up  during  this  first 
term  of  court  was  entitled  "G.  A.  Pemberton,  administrator  of  T.  H.  Spen- 
cer, deceased,  vs  Logan  Lynch,  Appeal."  The  decision  in  this  case  was 
handed  down  the  following  day.  It  was  "in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  for 
$13.00  cost  and  charges.'"* 

At  the  next  term  of  this  court,  which  opened  Monday,  June  11,  1849, 
one  case  of  assault  with  intent  to  murder  appeared  on  the  docket,  as  did 
also  several  cases  of  "gaming."  Two  liquor  cases  were  tried  at  the  No- 
vember term  of  the  same  year — one  being  for  selling  liquor  without  li- 
cense and  the  other  for  selling  liquor  on  the  Sabbath  day.  Three  divorce 
cases  were  on  the  docket  for  the  June  term  in  1850.  In  each  of  these 
cases  the  plaintiff  received  a  decree  owing  to  the  failure  of  the  defendants 
to  appear."* 

Exacerbated  feelings  aroused  by  the  slavery  issue  which  was  then 
about  to  break  loose  in  civil  war  are  reflected  in  the  circuit  court  records 
for  1860  in  Saline  County.  As  has  been  indicated  in  another  section  of 
the  present  historical  sketch,  there  was  much  proslavery  sentiment  in  Sa- 
line County.  The  clash  between  this  sentiment  and  the  antislavery  sen- 
timent resulted  in  much  violence  and  disturbance.  The  circuit  court  rec- 
ords for  the  county  during  1860  show  seven  cases  of  assault  with  attempt 
to  murder,  one  actual  murder,  one  of  "tearing  advertisements,"  thirteen 
bodily  injury  assaults,  ninety  liquor  selling  cases,  two  counterfeit  money 
cases,  one  for  unlawful  assembly,  two  for  resisting  an  officer,  one  for  dis- 
turbing a  worshipping  congregation,  two  for  rioting,  etc."" 

Litigation  over  the  ownership  of  a  bull  calf  was  the  first  case  tried  by 
a  jury  in  Saline  County.  It  was  brought  up  to  the  circuit  court  from 
that  of  a  justice  of  the  peace.  It  came  up  on  June  5,  1848,  the  first  day 
of  the  first  session  of  the     court  at  Raleigh  and  was  decided     on  June  6. 


97.  County  Commissioners'   Record,  v.  A,   (1847-48),  p.  29,  30,   in  Supervisors'   Record,  sec  entry  2. 

98.  History  of  Saline,   p.   188,   189. 

99.  Ibid.,   p.   190-92. 
100.  Ibid.,    p.    193. 
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The  defendant  was  found  guilty  and  the  damages  were  assessed  at  $3.50 
together  with  costs  and  charges.  The  latter  came  to  about  $450.  The 
defendant  had  to  sell  his  80-acre  farm  and  his  personal  property  to  meet 
the  fine  and  was  thereby  financially  rurned.'"i 

On  March  4,  1874  seven  persons,  apparently  from  Saline  County,  were 
allowed  $5.50  each  for  attending  the  Gallatin  County  circuit  court  as  wit- 
nesses for  the  people  in  the  case  of  the  People  of  the  State  of  Illinois  vs 
James  Pickering.  Pickering  was  indicted  for  murder  in  Saline  County 
and  on  a  change  of  venue  was  taken  to  Gallatin  County."" 

Twenty-one  men  were  selected  as  grand  jurors  on  March  7,  1874  to 
serve  at  the  May  1874  term  of  the  circuit  court.'"^  On  September  12,  1877 
twenty-three  men  were  selected  as  grand  jurors  to  serve  at  the  November 
1877  term  of  the  circuit  court."*  For  issuing  79  grand  jury  subpoenas  at 
the  May  1878  term  of  the  circuit  court,  P.  Y.  Reynolds  was  paid  $27.65. 
This  payment,  it  may  be  worth  noting,  was  at  the  rate  of  thirty-five  cents 
a  subpoena."^ 


TAXATION  AND  FINANCE 

Wide  Range  of  Tax  Rates 

As  is  to  be  expected  there  has  been,  since  its  establishment,  a  wide 
range  of  difference  in  the  tax  rates  of  Saline  County.  For  example,  on 
March  6,  1848,  there  was  levied  for  that  year  a  tax  of  twenty  cents  on 
each  $100  of  taxable  property.^""  By  way  of  contrast  there  may  be  cited 
the  fact  that  in  the  year  1938  Mountain  Township  in  this  county  set  a  tax 
rate  of  $2.05  on  each  $100  of  assessed  valuation."' 

On  June  6,  1848,  the  tax  levy  for  that  year  was  raised  to  forty  cents 
on  each  $100  of  taxable  property  instead  of  the  twenty-cent  rate  originally 
set.^***  The  county  tax  on  personal  property  for  the  year  1849  was  con- 
tinued at  the  rate  of  forty  cents  on  each  $100."*  In  1853  the  same  was 
still  in  effect."" 

Tabulation  For  Year  1853 

Table  I  shows  the  quantity  and  value  of  each  kind  of  personal  prop- 
erty in  the  assessment  list  for  the  year  1853  in  Saline  County.  It  shows 
also  the  value  of  land  and  town  lots  assessed  for  taxation  in  the  same 
county  during  the  same  year  and  the  amount  of  state  and  county  taxes 
charged  thereon."^ 


101.  History  of  Saline,   p.   195,   196. 

102.  County  Commissioners'  Record,  v.  A  (1874-80),  p.  10,  in  Supervisors'  Record,  see  entry  2. 

103.  Ibid.,  p.  19. 

104.  Ibid.,   p.   358. 

105.  Ibid.,  p.   412. 

106.  County  Commissioners'  Record,  v.  A,  (1847-48),  p.  21,  in  Supen/isors'  Record,  see  entry  2. 

107.  Illinois  Tax  Commission,  Survey  of  Local   Finance  In   Illinois,   III,   51. 

108.  Order  Boole  (1848-57),  p.  2,   in  Supervisors'   Record,  see  entry  2. 

109.  Ibid.,  p.  56. 

110.  Ibid.,   p.   207. 

111.  Ibid.,  p.  258. 
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Taxation— 1874-1916 

Thomas  A.  Jones  was  allowed  $669.80  for  preparing  the  tax  book  for 
1873.^"  A  tax  of  one  cent  per  dollar  was  levied  and  assessed  for  the  year 
1874  on  taxable  property  in  the  county."'  In  1880  a  tax  of  seventy-five 
cents  was  levied  on  each  $100  of  taxable  property — both  real  and  personal. 
This  is  the  maximum  rate  permitted  under  the  Constitution  of  1870."* 
It  was  provided  in  1880  that  three  quarters  of  the  whole  amount  of  such 
tax  was  to  be  paid  out  on  orders  drawn  on  the  county  treasurer.  These 
orders  were  in  anticipation  of  the  collection  of  the  taxes  levied.'" 

Table  1:         Property  Valuation  and  Taxation  for  the  Year  1853 


Description   of  Property 

Quantity    of 

Value  of 

Property 

Property 

No.  of  Horses  Assessed 

2,224 

$64,086 

of   Meat   Cattle 

4,848 

35,233 

of  Mules  and  Asses 

121 

4,569 

of   Sheep 

4,970 

3,799 

of   Hogs 

21,965 

20,571 

"       of  Carriages     and  Wagons 

ass'd 

328 

9,242 

"       of  Watches   and   Clocks 

255 

1,685 

Value  of  Goods  and  Mdse. 

14,956 

"       of  Manufactured  Articles 

482 

of  Money  and  Credits 

23,072 

of  Unenumerated  Articles 

25,784 

Total  value  of  Personal  Property  $203,479.00 

Value   of  Lands  Assessed  272,704.00 

Value  of  Town  Lots  6,192.00 

Total    _ $482,375.00 

State  tax  for  defraying  ordinary 
expense 
"     "     "       paying  state  debt 
"     "     "       paying    interest    on 

state   debt 
"     "     "       the  insane  hospital 
*'     "     "       interest  and  cost  on 

forfeited  lands 
"     "     "       the   institution    for 
educating    blind 


(at  1  mill) 
(at   2   mills) 

(at  1  1/2  mill) 
(at   1/3   mill) 


$482.37 
964.75 

723.56 
160.79 

97.21 


(at  1/10  mill)  48.23 

Total  state  tax  $2,476.91 


County  tax  levied  at  4  mUls  $1,929.50 

County  tax  on  forfeited  lands  74.73 

Total  county  tax  $2,004.23 

Total  state  tax  charged  $2,476.91 


Aggregate 


$4,481.14 


112.  County    Commissioners'    Record,    v.    A    (1874-80),    p.    9,    in    Supervisors'    Record,    see    entry   2. 

113.  Ibid.,   p.  68. 

114.  Art.   IX,  sec.  8. 

115.  County  Commissioners'  Record,     v.B,  p.  13,   in  Supervisors'   Record,  see  entry  2. 
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In  1914  the  committee  on  taxation  set  $40,000  as  the  approximate 
amount  which  the  county  should  collect  in  taxes  for  that  year.""  The 
money  raised  by  taxation  for  1914  was  designated  to  be  used  as  follows: 


35%   Court  costs  expenses  2%    Janitor   Service 

20%  Poor  5%   Feeding  prisoners 

20%   Salaries  of  county  officers  5%    Special   assessments   and 

5%    Books   and   stationery  public   improvements 

3%    Fuel  5%    Repairs    and    building 

purposes"' 

It  was  found  feasible  in  the  year  1914  to  levy  an  additional  tax  of  three 
cents  on  each  $100  of  taxable  property  for  the  "mothers'  pension  fund.""* 
Later  in  the  same  year  an  additional  tax  of  fifteen  cents  on  each  $100  of 
taxable  property  was  levied  to  finance  the  improvements  of  the  state-aid 
road."» 

The  $44,500  raised  by  taxation  in  1916  was  expended  as  follows:^ 


Court  House  Maintenance 

$1,000 

County  Jail 

8,000 

County  officers  and  salaries 

5,000 

Printing,     books  and  stationery 

6,000 

Court  costs  and  expenses 

11,500 

Poor,  keeping  and  maintaining 

8,000 

Sundry 

300 

Mother's  pensions 

1,200 

Blind  relief 

3,000 

Total  

$44,500 

Tax  Rates  for  1938 

Table  n  showing  assessed  valuations,  tax  rates,  and  title  extensions 
by  townships  in  Saline  County,  for  the  year  1938,'^^  is  significant  in  itself. 
Moreover,  by  comparing  figures  in  this  table  with  general  figures  for  ear- 
lier periods  in  the  history  of  Saline  County  one  may  derive  data  helpful 
toward  understanding  its  changing  economic  and  social  conditions.  The 
total  assessed  valuation  of  $11,454,000  in  1938,  thus,  may  be  compared  with 


116.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.   E,  p.  124,  see  entry  2. 

117.  Ibid.,  p.  131. 

118.  Ibid.,   p.   132.     This   is  a  special   tax  which   the   county   raises   by  command   of   the   state    legislature 
(L.  1913,  p.  130). 

119.  Ibid.,   p.   145.     This   is  a   special   tax  which  the   county   raises   by   command   of   the   state    legislature 
(L.  1872,  p.  682). 

120.  Ibid.,    p.    223,    224. 

121.  Illinois  Tax  Commission,  Survey  of  Local  Finance  In  Illinois,   III,  51. 
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Table  11:     Saline  County  Assessed  Valuations,  Tax  Rates, 
and  Total  Extensions,  1938,  by  Townships  :'==2 


Township 

Assessed     Valuation 

Tax   Rate    % 

Total   Extension 

Brushy 

$      788,000 

1.77 

$13,971 

Carrier  Mills 

1,203,000 

1.50 

18,071 

Cottage 

496,000 

1.14 

5,660 

East    Eldorado 

1,762,000 

1.19 

21.052 

Galatia 

433,000 

1.42 

6,154 

Harrisburg 

4,868.000 

.83 

40,562 

Independence 

218,000 

1.87 

4,070 

Long  Branch 

146,000 

1.33 

1,952 

Mountain 

171,000 

2.05 

3,505 

Raleigh 

771,000 

1.60 

12,349 

Rector 

273,000 

1.01 

2,765 

Stonefort 

177,000 

2.03 

3,593 

Tate 

148,000 

1.60 

2,375 

Total     $11,454,000 

that  for  the  year  1869  which  was  $1,219,165;'-''  that  for  1900  was  $1,532,877,"* 
while  that  of  1920  was  $12,310,966.'"'  The  assessment  for  1940  was 
made  on  a  valuation  of  $11,136,014.'--' 

Routine  Items  of  County  Finance 

Representative  items  of  county  business  dating  back  to  Saline  Coun- 
ty's early  beginnings  as  an  administrative  unit  and  continuing  on  in  to  the 
twentieth  century  are  here  presented  as  additional  data  showing  various 
factors  involved  in  county  finances  and  reflecting  the  general  development 
of  the  county. 

On  November  6,  1847,  Hiram  Burnett's  bond  as  county  treasurer  was 
received  and  approved.  The  following  year  on  January  31,  John  Howard 
presented  his  bond  of  $3,500  as  county  collector.'=^  During  the  November 
1848  term  of  the  county  court,  John  Howard  presented  another  bond  as 
county  collector,  this  one  amounting  to  $10,000.  During  the  September 
1852  term  of  the  county  court  the  bond  of  John  M.  Burnett,  county  drain- 
age commissioner,  for  $10,000  was  approved.  On  December  1,  1856,  Wil- 
liam Roark  presented  a  bond  for  $22,854  as  county  collector.^ 

R.  N.  Warfield  was  paid  $200  on  November  5,  1874;  this  sum  compris- 
ed his  salary  as  county  judge  for  "quarter  ending  March  1,  1874."  On 
the  seventh  day  of  the  same  month  in  the  same  year  each  county  commis- 
sioner, the  county  clerk,  and  the  sheriff  were  paid  $18  each  for  six  days' 
services,  and  on  October  23  of  the  same  year  the  annual  salary  of  the  coun- 
ty sheriff  was  fixed  at  $1,000.       On  December  16,     1874  the  bond  of  the 


122. 


Assessed  valuations  are  here 


Illinois  Tax  Commission,   Survey  cf  Local   Finance   in   Illinois,    III,   51. 
Indicated  in  round  figures;  the  amounts  below  $1,000  an  not  given. 

123.  Illinois  SUte  Board  of  Equilization,  Proceedings,  1869,  p.  21,  34,  39,  103,  107. 
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collector  of  revenue  was  fixed  at  $96,000.  The  following  year  the  salary 
of  the  county  treasurer  and  assessor  for  the  subsequent  term  of  office  was 
fixed  at  $800  per  annum.  During  the  same  year  the  county  treasurer's 
bond  was  set  at  $25,000  and  that  of  the  collector  of  revenue  at  $130,226."" 

On  September  7,  1882  the  yearly  salaries  of  several  county  officers 
for  the  ensuing  term  of  four  years  was  fixed  as  follows:  county  clerk, 
$950;  sheriff,  $950;  county  judge,  $500;  and  the  county  treasurer,  $500.^* 
The  salary  of  the  circuit  clerk  for  the  term  commencing  December  1884 
was  set  at  $600  per  year;^''^  and  A.  G.  Abney  was  paid  $250  as  his  salary 
for  a  half-year's  service  as  county  judge  on  June  12,  1891."- 

In  1912  the  bond  of  county  collector  for  $200,000  was  presented.  In 
1914  the  salary  of  the  county  clerk  was  set  at  $2,000  per  year,  with  the 
provision  that  he  was  to  pay  all  deputy  services  required.  At  the  same 
time  the  annual  salaries  of  additional  county  officers  were  set  as  follows: 
county  judge,  $1,000;  county  treasurer  and  collector,  $1,300  (with  the 
provision  that  he  pay  for  all  deputy  service  required),  and  sheriff,  $2,400. 
It  was  provided  that  the  sheriff  should  also  pay  for  all  deputy  service  out 
of  his  salary  and  that  the  remuneration  of  both  himself  and  any  deputies 
required  should  be  drawn  from  the  fees  collected  in  the  sheriff's  office 
only.^" 

Provision  for  Auditing  County  Boolcs 

During  the  year  1933  the  question  of  auditing  the  county  books  came 
up  for  consideration  several  times.  A  motion  to  have  an  audit  made  for 
the  two  preceding  years  was  carried  on  June  12,  after  the  supervisors  had 
voted  down  a  proposal  that  the  audit  should  cover  the  ten  years  immedi- 
ately preceding.  Later,  during  the  same  month,  the  motion  which  had  been 
adopted  was  revoked  and  instead  of  that  it  was  decided  that  an  audit  be 
made  for  three  years  ending  December  1,  1933,  and  that  thereafter  the 
county  books  should  be  audited  annually.^ 

Bounties,  Loans,  Sale  of  Swamp  Lands 

Other  transactions  which  fall  within  the  scope  of  county  finances  in 
Saline  include  the  payment  of  small  bounties,  the  sale  of  swamp  lands,  and 
the  making  of  loans.  The  balance  on  hand  in  the  county  treasury  at  dif- 
ferent times  during  the  early  days  of  the  county's  history  and  certain 
references  to  the  auditing  of  the  county  records  help  further  to  show  how 
the  county  administration  has  been  carried  on. 

On  March  9,  1848  there  was,  according  to  the  report  of  the  treasurer, 
a  total  of  $3  in  cash  in  the  county  treasury  .i*=      The  following  year     the 
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county  treasurer  reported  a  total  of  $200.85  outstanding  in  county  orders 
and  warrants.  The  cash  on  hand  in  the  county  treasury  at  that  time 
amounted  to  $14.25.^™  During  the  same  year  also  John  Miller  was  paid  a 
bounty  of  $1.75  for  killing  one  wolf.""  With  reference  to  bounties,  it  is 
worth  noting  that  on  March  8,  1881,  it  was  ordered  that  a  premium  of  fifty 
cents  should  be  paid  on  each  grey  fox  scalp  and  a  premium  of  $2.60  on  each 
red  fox  scalp  taken  in  the  county  after  that  date.  The  purpose  of  this 
measure  was  to  rid  the  area  of  these  animals  that  had  been  preying  on 
poultry,  pigs,  and  lambs.''*' 

During  the  year  1853  and  1854  the  problem  of  swamp  lands  and  its 
various  implications  received  much  consideration  in  county  affairs.  At 
the  June  1853  term  of  the  county  court  a  report  on  the  classification  of 
the  quality  and  drainage  of  the  swamp  and  overflowed  lands  of  Saline 
County  was  received.  This  report  was  made  by  Hugh  Kane,  the  survey- 
or, in  compliance  with  an  act  of  the  State  Legislature,  passed  June  22 
1852,  entitled:  "An  Act  to  Dispose  of  the  Swamp  and  Overflowed  Lands."' 
The  clerk  of  the  court  was  ordered  to  record  this  report,  and  the  price  of 
the  land  in  question  was  set  as  follows:  $1  per  acre  for  first  class,  sev- 
enty-five cents  per  acre  for  second  class,  and  fifty  cents  per  acre  for  third 
class.'"  The  proceeds  from  the  sales  of  the  swamp  and  overflowed  lands 
went  into  the  courthouse  building  fund.  The  following  year  it  was  order- 
ed that  net  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  swamp  and  overflowed  lands  which 
remained  after  paying  for  the  new  courthouse  building  fund  had  been 
completed  should  be  divided  between  a  permanent  bridge  fund  and  a  coun- 
ty school  fund.  Two  thirds  of  this  money  went  to  form  a  part  of  the 
principal  of  the  county  school  fund  and  the  other  third  was  applied  to  the 
building  and  repairing  of  bridges  on  the  public  roads  in  the  county.'" 

A  report  of  the  drainage  commissioner,  dated  June  17,  1854,  states 
that  up  to  June  12  of  that  year  16,790.09  acres  of  swamp  lands  in  the  coun- 
ty were  sold  at  public  sale  for  a  total  of  $12,999.69.  Of  this  amount, 
$4,354.49  was  received  in  cash,  $6,040.71  was  in  mortgages,  and  $2,604.49  in 
the  form  of  Saline  county  orders."-  In  1855  the  drainage  commissioner 
was  authorized  to  loan  out  $1,000  of  the  drainage  fund.  It  was  provided 
that  this  money  could  be  borrowed  only  by  citizens  of  Saline  County  and 
that  no  single    person  or  firm    was  to    be  loaned    more    than  $100.       The 
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notes  covering  these  loans  were  made  payable  on  a  nine  months'  basis."' 
The  following  year  the  drainage  commissioner  was  authorized  to  lend  out 
all  special  funds  under  his  jurisdiction  on  the  same  terms  as  those  desig- 
nated a  year  before.  He  was  instructed  not  to  bring  suit  for  the  fore- 
closure of  any  mortgage  given  on  swamp  and  overflow  lands  until  ordered 
to  do  so  by  the  court."* 


PUBLIC  BUILDINGS 

Two-Story  Log  House  in  Public  Square 

The  enabling  act  authorizing  the  organization  of  Saline  County  had 
specified  that  a  public  square  should  be  provided  for  on  the  land  selected 
for  the  county  seat,  and  that  the  block  or  lot  proposed  for  a  public  square 
should  have  the  seat  of  justice  located  on  it."^  This  lends  special  signifi- 
cance to  the  fact  that  the  two-story  log  house  where  the  first  court  trial 
was  held  was  on  the  public  square  which  had  been  laid  out  in  the  plat  made 
by  Surveyor  Sloan."^ 

The  surveyor's  certificate  stated  that  he  had  platted  and  surveyed  "a 
certain  piece  or  parcel  of  ground,  being  that  which  have  (sic)  been  donated 
to  the  County  of  Saline  by  Andrew  Musgraves  and  Hannah  A.  Crawford, 
and  ordered  by  county  commissioners'  court  of  said  county  to  be  platted 
and  laid  out  in  lots.  A  copy  of  said  plan  and  survey  is  hereunto  annexed, 
and  is  described  as  follows:  That  plat  was  divided  into  fifteen  blocks  so 
subdivided  as  to  make  in  all  forty-six  lots.  The  center  block  was  reserv- 
ed for  the  public  square  and  the  streets  were  named  with  respect  to  this 
square.  There  are  only  four  streets  and  they  are  each  sixty-six  feet 
wide.""'  At  the  time  of  the  survey  no  one  was  living  there  except  An- 
drew Musgraves,  Israel  W.  and  Hannah  Crawford,  and  Archibald  Sloan."' 
This  townsite  for  the  location  of  the  county  seat,  which  was  eventually  to 
be  called  Raleigh  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  county  commissioners'  court, 
was  thus  artificially  created. 

Construction  of  First  Court  House 

Ready  means  were  found  for  financing  the  erection  of  a  courthouse. 
It  was  ordered  that  money  drawn  from  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  lots  in 
Raleigh  be  used  to  construct  a  court  house  which  was  designated  to  be 
built  "according  to  the  plan  made  out  for  said  house  and  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  agents  appointed  to  let  out  said  house.""*  Hiram  Burnett 
and  A.  Sloan  were  appointed  "to  let  out  said  house."  This  phrasing  of 
the  purpose  of  the  appointment  must  have  meant  that  Burnett  and  Sloan 
were  designated  to  act  as  agents  to  let  the  contract  for  the  structure."** 
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The  record  of  the  April  1848  term  of  court  reveals  that  James  M.  Gaston, 
who  was  the  clerk  of  the  county  court,  had  been  engaged  to  build  the 
courthouse,  and  was  to  have  completed  it  by  May  15.  Gaston  asked  for 
an  extension  of  time  in  order  to  enable  him  to  season  the  lumber  which 
was  to  be  used.  The  time  was  extended  to  August  15,  and  the  court 
agreed  to  pay  Gaston  at  the  June  term  of  court  for  "so  much  of  the  work 
as  is  completed  at  that  time,  according  to  the  former  contract."  It  was 
also  agreed  that  the  court  would  pay  whatever  balance  might  be  due  on 
completion  of  the  contract.'^^  At  the  time  when  these  decisions  were 
made  the  court  also  ordered  "that  the  door  in  the  south  side  of  the  court 
house  be  omitted."''"  At  a  session  of  the  court,  in  November  of  tBe  same 
year,  "the  court  house  which  was  undertaken  by  Wesley  W.  Gaston"  was 
accepted,  "having  been  completed  according  to  the  contract  entered  into 
by  the  said  undertaker  and  the  commissioners  appointed  to  let  said 
house."  The  county  treasurer  was  ordered  to  pay  "Gaston  $50.25  for  ex- 
tra work  done  on  the  court  house  for  Saline  County."  Also,  the  treasurer 
was  ordered  to  pay  Gaston  $50,  "the  balance  on  payment  on  court 
house.""^'' 

In  May  1848  the  treasurer  was  ordered  to  remit  to  A.  Sloan  $6.50  in 
part  payment  for  a  desk  and  table  furnished  to  the  county.  A  month 
later  the  commissioners'  court  instructed  Gaston,  the  contractor,  to  build, 
"a  temporary  platform  with  bannisters  in  front  of  the  judge's  seat.'""'' 
And  "for  furnishing  brick  and  burning  out  chimney  to  the  courthouse 
stove,"  $1  was  paid  to  John  Barnes  in  March  1849.^ 

First  County  Jail 

The  first  courthouse  having  been  completed  and  accepted  by  the  coun- 
ty commissioners,  they  proceeded  to  execute  plans  for  the  construction  of 
a  county  jail.  After  adopting  a  plan  for  the  building,  the  commissioners 
ordered  that  the  contract  be  let,  on  December  23,  1848,  to  the  lowest  re- 
sponsible bidder.  The  plan  called  for  a  building  16  feet  square  and  2 
stories  high.  Foundation  stones  were  to  be  18  inches  underground,  and 
1  foot  above  ground.  It  was  stipulated  that  the  barricade  or  fence  wall 
was  to  be  2  feet  thick,  the  part  underground  to  be  of  rough  masonry,  and 
the  part  above  ground  hammer-dressed.  The  walls  of  the  building  were 
to  be  of  hewn  timber,  10  inches  square.  Specifications  were  detailed  and 
showed  precautionary  interest  in  having  a  jail  that  would  be  secure  as  a 
place  for  confinement  of  persons  held  as  prisoners.  There  were  to  be  2 
windows  in  the  first  story,  2  feet  by  6  inches,  with  1-inch  square  iron 
braces  across,  placed  2  inches  apart.       An  intricate  arrangement  for  the 
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making  of  these  bars  secure  and  nonremovable  with  ordinary  tools  was  de- 
vised. The  second  story  was  to  be  divided  into  2  rooms  of  equal  size,  with 
1  window  to  each  room,  and  of  the  dimensions  of  those  in  the  first  story.^ 
It  was  ordered  that  the  jail  should  be  completed  on  or  before  the  first  Mon- 
day in  September  1849.  The  contractor  was  required  to  give  bond  for 
double  the  amount  of  the  contract;  and  he  was  to  receive  one  third  of  the 
contract  sum  on  the  first  Monday  of  March  1849,  one  third  the  first  Mon- 
day in  June  of  the  same  year,  and  the  remainder  when  "the  work  is  com- 
pleted."'=' 

The  contractors'  bond  was  read  to  the  commissioners  at  their  March 
1849  meeting.  It  was  ordered  that  $200  be  remitted  to  John  Howard  and 
William  St.  C.  Clark,  contractors,  as  part  of  the  first  payment  for  build- 
ing the  jail.  In  June  they  were  ordered  paid  another  $500  of  the  amount 
due  them  for  the  construction  of  this  building.  At  the  September  term 
of  court,  the  jail  was  received  as  having  been  built  according  to  contract. 
The  treasurer  was  ordered  to  pay  the  "undertakers"  $32.50  "in  full  for 
building  the  jail  for  Saline  County."^ 

Later  Buildings 

Five  years  after  the  first  courthouse  in  Raleigh  was  accepted  at  the 
November  1848  term  of  court  a  contract  was  awarded,  on  July  18,  1853,  to 
Jarvis  Pierce  to  build  there  a  new  brick  courthouse.  Whereas  the  first 
courthouse  was  of  wood  and  cost  approximately  $500,  the  new  brick 
structure  was  to  cost  $5,500.  Nine  months  later,  on  April  8,  1854,  this 
second  courthouse  was  received  at  a  special  meeting  of  the  county  court.^^* 

As  has  been  noted,  late  in  the  1850's  the  decision  was  reached  to  trans- 
fer the  county  seat  from  Raleigh  to  Harrisburg.  In  June  1858  the  county 
court  met  in  the  latter  place  for  the  first  time.  In  March  of  the  follow- 
ing year  the  county  ordered  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  select 
sites  for  a  courthouse  and  jail  in  Harrisburg.  The  state  legislature  had 
authorized  issuance  of  county  bonds  to  pay  for  these  buildings. ^<^ 

The  contract  for  the  erection  of  the  structures  was  awarded  July  20, 

1859,  to  John  W.  Mitchell  and  Robert  Mick,  the  price  set  being  $15,440. 
Specifications  had  been  prepared  by  the  architectural  firm,  J.  K.  Frick 
and  Company.  This  contract  covered  the  jailer's  residence  as  well  as  the 
courthouse  and  jail.       The  jail  was  completed  and  received  on  August  4, 

1860,  and  the  courthouse  late  in  1860  or  early  in  1861.  Full  settlement 
for  these  buildings  was  made  at  the  December  1861  term  of  the  county 
court. 

The  courthouse  in  question  has  been  described  as  a  "two  story  brick 
(building)  with  four  doric  columns  of  brick  incased  in  plaster  in  front, 
standing  near  together,  and  supporting  the  roof  of  a  portico,  in  which  two 
spiral  iron  staircases  wind  up  to  the  circuit  court  room  above."*" 
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Shortly  after  the  turn  of  the  century  it  was  found  necessary  to  con- 
struct a  new  county  courthouse  in  Harrisburg.  It  was  completed  in  1905, 
repainted  in  1919,  and  an  addition  built  in  1938.^**  A  new  county  jail  was 
built  in  Harrisburg  in  1912  at  the  cost  of  $16,587.08.'«» 

ROADS,  BRIDGES  AND  RAILROADS 

Much  of  the  road  building  in  which  the  white  men  engaged  in  the  early 
days  consisted  merely  of  the  broadening  of  trails  which  the  Red  Men  had 
apparently  been  using  for  centuries.  The  Indiana  had  selected  these 
routes  and  beaten  out  paths  upon  them  because  of  the  solidity  of  the 
ground  which  underlay  them.  Nevertheless,  whenever  a  new  trail  was 
blazed  or  a  cartway  hewed  out,  the  area  roundabout  was  opened  up  to 
cultivation  and  civilization.  These  roads  were  like  rivers  flowing  through 
the  land,  enriching  it  and  stimulating  its  expansion.  Results  of  this  na- 
ture eventuated  from  the  estabishment  in  1812  of  the  mail  route  over  the 
Shawneetown-Kaskaskia  trail. 

First  Road  Laid  Out  Under  Authority  of  County  Commissioners 

The  first  road  planned  by  Saline  County  was  not  one  of  the  cart  roads, 
which,  Topsy-like,  just  "growed."  Though  it  was  comparatively 
shapeless  and  full  of  ruts,  it  was  designed  and  laid  out  under  the  authority 
of  the  county  commissioners,  and  represents  a  significant  stage  in  the 
evolution  from  the  primitive  Indian  trails  to  the  modem,  three-and  four- 
lane  concrete  highways.  This  evolution  includes  such  stages  as  the  cart 
road,  rut,  narrow  turnpike,  and  plank  road.  The  development  of  roads 
in  this  area,  as  in  the  state  and  nation  generally,  runs  parallel  with  broad- 
er economic,  social,  and  political  development. 

In  a  foregoing  section  of  the  present  study""  reference  has  been  made 
to  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  lay  out  a  road  in  Saline  County. 
This  action,  it  will  be  recalled,  was  taken  at  the  meeting  of  the  county 
commissioners'  court  held  on  November  6,  1847.  At  the  March  1848  term 
of  the  court  the  commissioners  again  concerned  themselves  with  the  prob- 
lem of  roads  and  their  upkeep.  William  Whiteside  was  directed  "to  change 
the  McFarlain  road  from  the  Franklin  County  line  above  Robert  Watson 
to  William  Whitesides."  The  order  of  the  court  added:  "The  hands  al- 
loted  to  that  road  (are)  Adam  Moses,  Robert  Carr,  Spencer  Pelon,  James 
Mason,  James  Swan,  Robert  Watson,  Logan  Lynch,  and  William  White- 
side," the  last  named  acting  as  supervisor.'*^  Assignments  of  thirty-four 
persons  as  supervisors  of  as  many  roads  to  be  "worked"  with  "hands  al- 
loted"  were  also  made  at  this  meeting  of  the  commissioners'  court.  The 
functions  and  prerogatives  of  these  supervisors  were  stipulated  in  a  state 
law  approved  February  12,  1827.'™  This  law  provided  that  the  supervis- 
ors of  road  districts  should  assign  five  days  of  road  work  to  all  male  citi- 
zens in  their  districts  between  the  ages  of  18  and  50.'" 


162.  For  details,   see  chapter  4,   Housing,   Care,   and  Accessibility  of  the  Records. 

163.  Supervisors'   Record,   v.   E,   p.   41,   42,   see  entry  2. 

164.  County  Commissioners'  Court,  p.  11. 

165.  County  Commissioners'   Record,  v.  A   (1847-48),   p.   21,   in  Supervisors'   Record,  see  entry  2. 

166.  R.  L.  1827,  p.  340-46. 

167.  Ibid. 
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A  characteristic  assignment  read:  "Ordered  that  Thomas  Malcomb 
work  the  Road  as  supervisor  from  Bethel's  Creek  to  Raleigh  and  the 
bounds  for  hands  be  as  follows:  A  due  north  and  south  line  to  extend  from 
the  public  square  in  Raleigh  half  way  between  the  old  Rasky  road  and  this 
and  extend  to  Bethel's  Creek  and  on  the  south  to  James  Smith's  old  place 
and  thence  southeast  to  the  line  now  running  south  from  Raleigh."'«» 
Every  able-bodied  man  was  ordered  to  perform  each  year  five  days  of  la- 
bor on  the  roads.^™ 

Road  Building  a  Major  County  Function 

The  location  and  construction  of  roads  continued  to  be  a  major  func- 
tion of  the  county  administration.  In  December  1848,  James  P.  Zondell, 
Joseph  Choisser,  and  Daniel  Mingo  were  appointed  to  "review,  mark  out, 
and  locate  a  road  leading  from  Raleigh  in  Saline  County  to  the  Middle 
Fork  of  the  Saline  at  Wins  Shanty,  thence  to  Bankston  at  White  Oak, 
thence  to  intersect  the  McLamsboro  Road  on  the  west  of  Joseph  Wise.""" 

Road  Work  Requirements 

In  1850,  five  days'  labor  on  road  work  was  required  from  each  "hand 
subject  to  perform  road  (labor)  for  the  present  year."^^  In  1874,  each  of 
the  road  supervisors  had  the  responsibility  of  requiring  every  able-bodied 
man  in  his  district  to  perform  three  days'  labor  upon  some  road,  or  to  pay 
one  dollar  in  lieu  of  such  work.  The  road  supervisors  appointed  for  the 
year  1880  had  the  responsibility  of  requiring  each  man  in  their  district, 
subject  to  road  labor,  to  do  five  days'  work  on  the  highway ."=  In  1884  the 
road  districts  were  changed  and  renumbered  so  as  to  make  a  total  of 
sixty-one  in  the  county."* 

Toward  the  close  of  1885  an  incentive  was  offered  road  supervisors  to 
make  prompt  and  full  reports  of  their  activities  during  the  ensuing  year. 
It  was  ordered  that  each  road  supervisor  who  fulfilled  his  duty  in  this  fash- 
ion should  be  paid  $3  as  full  compensation  for  his  services.  In  1887  a 
ruling  of  the  county  commissioners  provided  for  the  employment  of  all 
persons  convicted  of  petty  larceny  or  any  other  misdemeanor  at  labor  on 
the  public  roads.  The  ruling  further  provided  that  these  prisoners  should 
work  out  their  fines  in  this  manner  at  the  rate  of  $1.50  per  day,  such  work 
to  be  under  the  charge  of  the  sheriff.  However,  the  following  year  this 
order  W£ia  revoked  by  the  county  board."* 

In  1913  the  salary  of  the  county  superintendent  of  highways  was  set 
at  $1,200  per  year,  with  the  provision  that  he  pay  his  own  traveling  and 
other  expenses."^  The  board  of  supervisors  ordered,  in  1915,  that  $870  be 
appropriated  to  match  a  like  amount  provided  by  the  state  for  the  purpose 


168.  County   Commissioners'   Record,   v  A   (1847-48),   p.   22,    in   Supervisors'    Record,   see  entry  2. 

169.  Ibid.,  p.  28. 

170.  Order  Book   (1848-57),   p.   15,   in   Supervisors'   Record,   see  entry  2. 

171.  Ibid.,  p.  73. 

172.  County  Commissioners'   Record,  v.  A  (1874-80),  p.  12,  52,   in  Supervisors'   Record,  see  entry  2. 

173.  Ibid.,  V.   B  p.  248. 

174.  Ibid.,  p.  345,  468;   ibid.,  v.  C,  p.  7. 

175.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  E,  p.  102,  see  entry  2. 

—33— 


Historical  Sketch 

of  building  bridges,  and  the  repair  of  the  state-aid  roads  in  Saline  Coun- 
ty.^'"  During  1927,  contracts  were  awarded  to  lowest  bidders  for  the  con- 
struction of  eleven  roadways  in  Saline  County.*" 

Early  Bridges 

As  early  as  1849,  Saline  County  assumed  responsibility  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  bridge.  This  is  recorded  as  follows:  "The  County  Com- 
missioners do  agree  to  pay  to  the  undertaker  of  a  bridge  to  be  builded 
across  the  Saline  River  immediately  above  Walter  White's  mill  the  one 
half  of  what  the  bridge  may  cost  provided  that  the  said  bridge  does  not 
cost  more  than  $400  which  one  half  is  to  be  in  an  order  drawn  on  the 
County  Treasurer."'™ 

In  1854  a  remittance  of  $60  was  made  to  Samuel  Stiff  as  part  pay- 
ment for  building  a  bridge  across  the  middle  fork  of  the  Saline  River  on 
the  Golconda  and  McLeansboro  State  Road.  During  the  same  year  three 
bridge  commissioners  were  paid  $4  each  for  services  in  building  bridges.*^ 

A  petition  submitted  in  1874  resulted  in  the  appropriation  of  $120  for 
the  purpose  of  building  two  bridges  on  a  new  road  leading  from  Harris- 
burg  to  the  Williamson  County  line.  The  total  paid  out  of  the  road  and 
bridge  fund  during  that  year  came  to  $507.40,  and  covered  the  cost  of 
building  four  bridges  and  the  repairing  of  others.  During  the  following 
year  $150  was  paid  for  building  a  bridge  across  the  Little  Creek  on  the 
Harrisburg  and  Stonefort  road.  For  building  a  bridge  on  the  Saline  Creek 
near  Stonefort  another  $268.65  was  paid  in  1884.'* 

Railroads — Past  and  Present 

An  abortive  attempt  was  made  in  1838,  to  prepare  the  way  for  the 
building  of  a  railroad  in  the  area  which  is  now  Saline  County.'"  The 
first  decisive  action  of  the  county  toward  bringing  about  the  construction 
of  a  railroad  was  an  election  held  on  October  5,  1867.  At  this  election 
the  people  of  Saline  County  voted  to  subscribe  $100,000  in  bonds  as  their 
share  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Cairo  &  Vincennes  Railroad  Company. 
Green  B.  Raum,  president  of  this  company  at  the  time,  entered  into  a  con- 
tract with  the  county  court.  This  contract,  signed  by  Moses  P.  McGehee, 
judge  of  the  court,  and  William  L.  Mitchell,  one  of  the  associate  justices, 


176.  Supervisors'   Record,   v.    E,   p.   184,   see  entry  2. 

177.  These  contracts  were  distributed  as  follows: 

Section   1 — being   routes   20,    21,    25,   awarded   to   Cumminsham    Bros.,    for   $21,491.34. 

Section  2 — being  part  of  route  9,   awarded  to  L.  J.   Utiey  and   Son,  for  $14,999. 

Section  3 — being  route  29,  awarded  to  Holland   Bros.,   for  $19,129.47. 

Section  4 — being  routes  12,  33,  awarded  to  Bamett  and  Stump  Constrrjction  Company,  for  $52,463.86. 

Section  5 — being  routes  10,  11,  13,  34  and  part  of  9,  awarded  to  L.  J.  UtIey  and  Son,  for  $22,487.22 

(Supervisors'   Record,  v.   F,   p.   190-93,  see  entry  2). 

178.  Order  Bool<  (1848-57)  p.  46,   in  Supervisors'   Record,  see  entry  2.     Apparently  this  was  either  a  toll 
bridge,  or  the  other  half  of  its  cost  was  paid  by  the  local  road  district. 

179.  Ibid.,    p.    297,    325. 

180.  County   Commissioners'    Record,   v.   A   (1874-80)   p.   2,   78,   117;    ibid.,   v.   B,   p.   264,    In   Supervisors' 
Record,  see  entry  2. 

181.  See  The  Saline  Area,  p.  7. 
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provided  that  twenty-six  miles  of  railroad  should  be  constructed  "more  or 
less  within  the  county,"  and  that  Harrisburg  should  be  a  permanent  point 
on  this  road.  It  provided  further  that  $50,000  in  bonds  should  be  issued 
to  the  company  when  the  road  work  was  completed  and  cars  running 
thereon  to  Harrisburg,  and  the  other  $50,000  after  the  road  had  been  con- 
structed, and  cars  were  running  thereon,  the  rest  of  the  way  through  the 
county.  This  railroad  was  to  have  been  completed  within  three  years, 
but  an  extension  of  two  years'  additional  time  was  granted.  Also,  the 
stock  held  by  the  county  was  purchased  by  the  company — $100,000  in  stock 
for  $5,000  in  bonds.  Thus  the  county  made  a  net  donation  of  $95,000  to 
the  Cairo  and  Vincennes  Railroad  Company.'^ 

On  October  9,  1869,  Saline  County  voted  in  favor  of  subscribing  $25,- 
000  in  bonds  to  the  capital  stock  of  the  St.  Louis  and  South  Eastern  Rail- 
way Company  and  of  $75,000  in  bonds  to  the  capital  stock  of  the  Belleville 
and  Eldorado  Railway  Company.^^ 

In  1874,  James  W.  Russell  was  paid  $20  for  four  days'  service  in  in- 
specting railroad  crossings  over  public  highways  in  the  county.  As  a  re- 
sult of  this  inspection,  the  county  clerk  was  ordered  to  demand  of  the  rail- 
road company  involved  that  they  repair  the  crossings  which  were  in  bad 
condition.^ 

During  the  years,  1876,  1877,  and  1878  there  was  much  negotiation  be- 
tween the  county  and  the  Belleville  and  Eldorado  Railroad  Company  with 
respect  to  the  county  bond  issue  making  possible  the  subscription  for  the 
aforementioned  $75,000  worth  of  that  company's  capital  stock.^^ 

There  are  at  present  three  railroads  in  Saline  County.  Of  these  the 
Cleveland,  Cincinnati,  Chicago  and  St.  Louis  subsidiary  of  the  New  York 
Central  Railroad,  known  as  the  Big  Four,  has  a  taxable  valuation  of  $1,- 
101,932,  and  paid  the  county  recently  a  yearly  tax  of  $61,631.97.  The 
Louisville  and  Nashville  Railroad  has  a  taxable  valuation  of  $147,904  and 
recently  paid  the  county  a  yearly  tax  of  $9,996.50.  The  Illinois  Central 
Railroad  has  a  taxable  valuation  of  $333,190  and  has  paid  the  county  a 
yearly  tax  of  $17,762.94.  In  all,  the  taxable  valuation  of  the  railroads  in 
the  county,  according  to  a  recent  assessment,  was  $1,583,260  and  the  total 
amount  annually  derived  by  the  county  in  taxes  from  this  source,  as  of  the 
late  1930's  is  $89,254.41.i«« 


182.  History  of  Saline,  p.  201. 

183.  Ibid.,  p.  202. 

184.  County  Commissioners'  Record,  v.  A  (1874-80),  p.  6,  In  Supervisors'  Record,  see  entry  2. 

185.  Ibid.,  p.  235,  247,  285,   288,   300,   334,   341,  362,  418, 

186.  Railroad  Tax  Boole,  see  entry  45. 
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ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT 

Near  the  outset  of  the  present  study  it  was  indicated  that  mills  to 
grind  com  into  meal  and  saw  trees  into  lumber  were  the  first  sizeable  in- 
dustrial enterprises  in  Saline  County.  Not  long  thereafter  mills  to  grind 
wheat  into  flour  were  established.  Large  scale  economic  development, 
however,  did  not  take  place  until  a  good  many  years  later.  Before  the 
railroads  came  the  economic  development  of  the  inland  colonies  in  Illinois 
proceeded  very  slowly.  There  was,  of  course,  some  business  done  in  Sa- 
line County  almost  from  the  very  beginning  of  any  settlement  within  its 
boundaries.  Licenses  and  privileges  granted  to  the  stores  and  peddlers 
during  the  early  years  of  the  county's  history  and  the  methods  of  opera- 
tion which  these  pioneers  and  small  merchants  followed,  form  an  integral 
part  of  the  history  of  the  county. 

Peddler  and  Grocery  Licenses 

In  1848,  John  Davis  obtained  a  permit  to  peddle  goods  and  merchan- 
dise for  three  months  and  was  charged  a  fee  of  $1.50  for  this  privilege.^*^ 
Samuel  Lepe  was  granted  a  license  four  years  later  to  peddle  dry  goods  for 
one  year.  The  fee  charged  for  this  license  was  $10.  In  1854,  James  Bun, 
upon  payment  of  $5,  was  granted  a  license  to  peddle  clocks  for  three 
months. ^®^  A  license  to  operate  a  grocery  store  in  Raleigh  for  one  year 
was  granted  to  Elbert  S.  Stimson  in  September  1848.  The  following  year 
another  license  to  sell  groceries  at  his  house  in  Raleigh  was  granted  to 
Robert  L.  Stimson  for  $25.  In  1853  the  license  fee  for  the  same  right  ex- 
tended to  the  same  man  was  $50,  or  double  that  charged,  him  four  years 
previously.  In  1852,  William  Frizell  was  granted  a  license  to  sell  retail 
goods  for  one  year  at  his  store  upon  payment  of  $20.**' 

Early  Liquor  Business 

The  sale  of  liquor  also  began  early  in  Saline  County.  On  June  5,  1848 
it  was  ordered  that  William  G.  Burnett  and  John  Irvin  be  granted  a  license 
to  sell  "spirituous  liquor"  at  their  house  in  Raleigh,  the  license  fee  for  this 
being  $25.'"  Valentine  Benson  and  William  Baldwin  were  granted  a 
license  to  keep  a  grocery  "for  the  retail  of  spirituous  liquor  and  other  ar- 
ticles" in  Raleigh  for  twelve  months.  This  was  in  1854;  and  the  fee 
charged  was  $50.  During  the  same  year  Henry  Stiff  was  granted  the 
same  sort  of  license  to  conduct  the  same  sort  of  business  in  Raleigh  for 
the  same  fee  of  $50.'"'  Two  more  items  about  the  retail  liquor  business  in 
the  early  years  of  the  county's  history  are  included  here.  One  has  some 
significance  because  of  the  quaint  language  in  which  it  is  couched.  The 
other  is  noteworthy  because  it  gives  the  cost  of  a  liquor  license  fee  in  1877. 
They  are  the  following: 

C.  J.  Estes  and  Benjamin  Sisk  "trading  and  doing  business  in 


188.  Order  Book  (1848-57),   p.  1,    In  Supervisors'   Record,   see  entry  2. 

189.  Ibid.,   p.   176,   329. 

190.  Ibid.,  p.   12,   47,   176,  202. 

191.  Ibid.,    p.    1. 

192.  Ibid.,  p.  324,  325. 
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the  name  and  style  Estes  &  Sisk  be  and  they  are  hereby  au- 
thorized to  open  and  keep  open  a  grocery,  for  the  purpose  vend- 
ing spirituous  liquors  in  a  less  quantity  than  one  quart  on  the 
Lot  in  the  town  of  Whitesville  for  the  term  of  12  months  from 
the  20th  day  of  April  1857,  and  that  they  give  bond  in  the  penal 
sum  of  $500  and  pay  into  the  County  Treasury  the  sum  of 
$50."'"^  A  license  to  keep  a  dram  shop  in  Texas  City  was  grant- 
ed to  Davis  H.  Harris  on  September  11,  1877.  In  return  for 
this  license  he  presented  the  bond  required  by  law  and  paid  a  fee 
of  $150."** 

Prosecution  of  Bootleggers 

An  item  dated  June  10,  1918,  provides  a  different  note  relative  to  the 
liquor  traffic.  It  records  the  advancement  of  $500  for  counsel  to  assist  in 
the  prosecution  of  bootleggers,  and  the  advamcement  of  another  $500  as 
payment  for  detective  work  to  help  stamp  out  the  sale  of  liquor  in  the 
county.'"^      This,  of  course,  was  during  the  prohibition  era. 

Tobacco  and  Cotton 

Resuming  now  consideration  of  the  general  economic  development  in 
the  county,  the  product  that  it  seems  appropriate  to  speak  of  first  is  to- 
bacco. It  was  Saline's  principal  exportable  product  at  the  time  when 
railroads  began  operating  there.  Great  quantities  of  this  plant  were 
raised  and  sold  in  the  county  in  its  early  days.  The  town  of  Galatia  was 
the  tobacco  center."*  Another  of  the  chief  products  during  the  middle 
years  of  the  nineteenth  century  in  Saline  was  cotton.  This  will  surprise 
those  who  are  not  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  southern  extremity  of  Illinois 
is  further  south  than  Richmond,  Virginia.  During  the  Civil  War  and  for 
a  few  years  thereafter,  cotton  was  Saline's  leading  export.  However,  the 
county  did  not  attain  a  position  of  noteworthy  industrial  and  commercial 
importance  until  the  beginning  of  the  mine  boom  some  years  later.^"" 

Coal  and  Coal  Mining 

The  first  mine  in  the  county,  which  began  operation  in  1854,  was  the 
slope  mine  near  Ingram  Hill.  The  first  shaft  sunk  in  Saline  County  was 
at  the  old  New  Castle  Mine,  about  half  way  between  Stonefort  and  Car- 
rier Mills.  This  took  place  in  1883  or  1884.  Black  Hawk  and  O'Gara's 
old  Number  9,  both  of  them  just  south  of  Harrisburg,  were  the  first  mines 
sunk  near  it.  Number  6  seam"*  was  dug  in  all  three  of  these  early  mines. 
These  three  mines  have  now  been  abandoned.      The  old  Lead  Fort  was  the 


193.  Order  Book  (1848-57),   p.  550,   in  Supervisors'   Record,  see  entry  2. 

194.  County  Commissioners'  Record,  v.  A,  (1874-80)  p.  358,  in  Supervisors'  Record,  see  entry  2. 

195.  Supervisors'    Record,   v.    E,    p     314,   see   entry  2. 

196.  History  of  Saline  County  and  Harrisburg,   p.   19. 

197.  Ibid. 

198.  The  age  of  the  coal  deposit  formerly  was  indicated  in  various  coal  regions  by  the  number  of  the 
seam.  In  Illinois  and  Indiana  this  is  still  being  done  very  often.  In  nearly  all  other  states  seams 
are  named  after  the  location  in  which  they  were  discovered.  Even  Saline  County  coal  Is  often  designated 
as  the   Harrisburg,    Illinois  wiety. 
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first  in  the  county  to  mine  Number  5  coal,  which  seam  is  now  dug  by  all 
the  shafts  in  the  county.^™ 

There  are  no  statistical  records  of  the  individual  mines  in  Saline 
County  prior  to  1904.  Reports  prior  to  1903,  all  grouped  together,  show 
a  total  output  of  2,045,135  tons.  The  years  1904  and  1905  brought  a  coal 
mining  boom  to  this  county.  In  1902  the  Big  Four  railroad  carried  Saline 
County  coal.  The  tracks  of  the  Big  Four  and  the  bridges  over  which 
these  tracks  were  laid  were  all  rebuilt  in  1905  in  order  to  render  them  ade- 
quate to  handle  the  much  increased  coal  traffic.  Since  then  this  railroad 
has  carried  9.01  per  cent  of  all  the  coal  produced  in  Illinois.^ 

Thirteen  new  shafts  were  sunk  in  Saline  County  in  1905,  many  of 
which  have  by  now  been  abandoned.  In  the  1930's  there  were  twenty-one 
operable  mines  in  the  county,  owned  by  ten  corporations,  all  producing 
Number  5  coal.  There  are  also  some  drift  mines  digging  Number  6  coal, 
one  producing  Number  2,  and  one  producing  Number  3.  Saline  rose  from 
thirty-first  place  among  the  coal  counties  in  Illinois — a  position  which  it 
held  in  1902 — to  fifth  place  in  1930.  For  the  period  from  1882  to  1930  its 
average  position  was  eighth  place.="^  The  thickness  and  excellent  quality 
of  its  coal  makes  Saline  County  a  formidable  rival  of  Williamson  and 
Franklin  counties  in  coal  production.  Since  1925,  Southern  Illinois  coal 
has  become  increasingly  popular  among  coal  users.  During  that  period 
the  aforementioned  three  counties  have  produced  forty-one  percent  of  the 
state's  output  of  this  product.^^ 

A  report  issued  in  1939  sets  forth  the  following  information  with  re- 
gard to  coal  and  coal  mining  in  Saline  County:-""^  It  has  2  strip  mines. 
They  are  Bankston  Colliery,  9  miles  west  of  Harrisburg,  and  the  Pickford 
Mine,  1  1-2  m.iles  southeast  of  Harrisburg.  There  are  30  slope  mines  in 
the  county,  the  majority  of  which  employ  only  from  3  to  10  workmen  each. 
The  Blue  Bird  Coal  Company  operates  1  slope  mine  and  1  shaft  mine. 
The  Peabody  Coal  Company  and  the  Sahara  Coal  Company  each  operate  3 
shaft  mines.  The  Wasson  Coal  Company  has  1  shaft  mine  and  1  slope 
mine.  The  Deering  Coal  Company  owns  1  shaft  mine,  but  it  is  operated 
by  the  Rex  Coal  Company.  There  are  approximately  15  abandoned  mines 
in  the  county.  There  are  in  Saline  County  30  local,  and  10  shipping  mines. 
The  coal  miners  in  the  county  number  2,550.  Of  these  1,290  are  in  Har- 
risburg, 600  in  Eldorado,  250  in  Carrier  Mills,  60  in  Wasson,  and  315  in 
Harco. 

Two  shipping  mines  suspended  operation  between  1931  and  1937. 
These  were  the  Peabody  Coal  Company,  mine  Number  42,  and  the  Sahara 
Coal  Company,  mine  Number  3.  The  first  of  these  suspended  operation  in 
1933,  the  other  in  January  1936.^*      In  1937  there  were  11  shipping  mines 


199.  See  footnote  198. 

200.  History  of  Saline  County  and  Harrisburg,  p.  19. 

201.  Ibid.,   p.   20. 

202.  Ibid. 

203.  This  report  was  obtained  from  the   Harrisburg,    Illinois  office,   the   Progressive   Miners  of  America,   by 
J.  J.  McMurray. 

204.  Illinois  Department  of  Mines  and  Minerals,  Coal  Report  1937,  p.  30.  i 
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in  operation  in  the  county,  with  3,985  employees.**      The  graded  output  of 

these  mines  during  that  year  was  as  follows  :=^ 

Lump      296,168         tons 

Furnace      596,910 

Small  Egg     498.152 

Stove      174,286 

Chestnut      80,027 

Pea  Coal      43,533 

Carbon    127,280 

Screenings      1,223,917 

Mine  Run      269,370 

Waste  and  Loss  in  preparing  and  coal  unbilled 

or    stored    150,487 

Total    3,460,130         tons 

The  disposition  of  this  output  for  1937  was  as  follows  :="' 

Loaded  on  cars    for  shipment  2,514,156         tons 

Sold    to  railroad    companies  703,312 

Sold  to  local  trade  52,307 

Used    at  the    mine  54,681 

All  coal  not  sold  including  waste  136,674  " 

Total    3,460,130         tons 

Handled  by  railroads  3,217,468       tons 

Disposed  of  locally  242,662 

Total      3,460,130        tons 

Following    is  a  tabulation    of    significant    data    with    regards    to    the 
aforementioned  11  shipping  mines.       This  information  is  as  of  1937:=^ 


Total     Output, 

Shipping   Mines 

Location 

Employees 

tons 

Bankston    Creek    Colliery 

Carrier   Mills 

150 

651,906 

Blue  Bird  Coal  Co. 

Carrier  Mills 

128 

250,124 

Peabody  Coal  Co. 

Harrisburg 

323 

148,432 

Peabody  Coal  Co. 

Harco 

706 

675,469 

Rex  Coal  Co. 

Eldorado 

350 

450,313 

Sahara  Coal  Co. 

Harrisburg 

591 

253,421 

Sahara  Coal  Co. 

Harrisburg 

336 

36,128 

Sahara  Coal  Co. 

Eldorado 

403 

291,677 

Sahara  Coal  Co. 

Harrisburg 

424 

159,407 

Wasson    Coal   Co. 

Harrisburg 

249 

157,421 

Wasson    Coal   Co. 

Harrisburg 

325 

385,382 

Total 

3,985 

3,460,130 

205.  Illinois  Department  of  Mines  and   MInera's,   Coal   Report,   1937,   p.   79.     Apparently  this   includes  all 
persons  engaged  in  the  coal  mining  industry  rather  thjui  miners  only. 

206.  Ibid.,  p.  82,  83. 

207.  Ibid.,  p.  84,  85. 

208.  Ibid.,  p.  60,  61,  72,  73.       Apparently  this  includes  all  persons  engaged  in  the  coal  mining  Industry 
rather  than  miners  only. 
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During  the  same  year  there  were  in  operation  in  the  county  twenty-four 
local  mines.  These  employed  107  workers  and  produced  37,427  tons. 

The  total  number  of  employees  engaged  in  the  mining  industry,  thus, 
in  1937,  was  4,092.  This  is  1,542  in  excess  of  the  figure  (2,550)  given  for 
1939  by  the  Harrisburg  office  of  the  Progressive  Miners  of  America. 
However,  the  latter  figure  probably  does  not  include  surface  workers  em- 
ployed by  the  mining  companies,  a  category  which  in  1937  includes  792 
persons  on  the  payrolls  of  the  shipping  mines.*"*  But  even  when  these 
are  taken  into  account  there  is  still  an  excess  of  750  workers  in  the  min- 
ing industry  of  the  county,  as  of  1937,  by  contrast  with  the  1939  figure.^'" 
This  may  mean  that  one  or  more  mines  were  closed  down  in  the  interim 
between  the  two  years  designated.  It  may  mean  that  the  number  of  em- 
ployees has  been  reduced  owing  to  the  utilization  of  labor-saving  equip- 
ment and  procedure,  or  it  may  mean  that  the  figure  provided  by  the  Pro- 
gressive Miners  of  America  is  incomplete. 


The  yearly    combined  output  of    shipping  and  local    mines  in   Saline 
County  from  1928  to  1937  was  as  follows  :=^ 


.2U 


1928  3,671,157 

1929  4,132,043 

1930  3,670,144 

1931  2,973,465 

1932  2,429,707 

1933  2,502,688 

1934  2,734.233 

1935  3,179,930 

1936  3,710,074 

1937  3,497,557 

Farms  and  Fanning 

Despite  the  fact  that  the  soil  is  not  particularly  fertile,  agriculture 
shares  with  coal  mining  the  leading  position  among  occupations  in  Saline 
County.  The  leading  farm  crops  are  corn,  wheat,  and  oats.'^  As  re- 
cently as  fifteen  years  ago  agriculture  was  designated  as  "first  in  import- 
ance" among  the  occupations  in  the  county  because  it  employed  more  work- 
ers than  its  chief  rival,  coal  mining.  The  total  value  of  agricultural  pro- 
ducts was  equal  to  that  of  coal  mined,  and  practically  the  entire  area  of 
the  county  was  "utilized  in  its  pursuit."^"' 

Figures  for  more  recent  years  tend  to  show  that  mining  is  forging 
ahead  of  agriculture  as  the  prime  industry  of  Saline  County.  In  1937 
there  were  4,092  persons  employed  in  the  coal  mining  industry  of  the 
county."'       In  1935  there  were  2,591  individual     farms  in  the  same  area, 


209.  Illinois  Department  of  Mines  and  Minerals,  Coal  Report,  1937,  p.  72,  73. 

210.  Information  obtained  from  Progressive  Miners  of  America,  Harrisburg,  Illinois  office,  by  J.  J.  McMurray. 

211.  Illinois  Department  of  Mines  and  Minerals,   Coal   Report  1937,  p.  92,  93. 

212.  History  of  Saline,  p.  20. 

213.  Smith,   et  al..   Saline  County  Soils,   Soil   Report   No.   33,   p.   1. 

214.  Illinois  Department  of  Mines  and  Minerals,  Coal  Report  1937,  p.  72,  73. 
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and  a  farm  population  of  11,321.-"  If  it  be  assumed  that,  on  the  average, 
each  person  employed  in  the  mining  industry  supports  three  persons  be- 
sides himself  then  it  might  be  said  the  mining  population  of  Saline  was, 
in  the  year  1937,  about  16,368  or  5,047  greater  than  its  farm  population,  as 
of  1935.  This,  in  a  county  with  total  population  of  less  than  40,000  means 
a  considerable  proportional  difference.  A  later  report,"*  one  for  1939, 
gives  the  reduced  figure  of  3,302  as  the  total  of  persons  employed  in  the 
mining  industry  in  Saline  County.  This,  however,  on  the  same  basis  of 
calculation  as  that  just  used,  would  show  mining  still  ahead  of  farming  in 
the  county,  though  the  lead  is  less  than  in  1937.  General  grain  farming 
has  been  the  predominant  type  of  agriculture  in  the  county  since  the  ear- 
liest days  of  its  settlement,  and  on  the  whole  it  has  been  profitable.  Since 
the  turn  of  the  century,  however,  a  considerable  number  of  farms  have 
been  abandoned  "because  the  land  has  passed  the  point  of  marginal  utili- 
ty; that  is,  the  point  at  which  under  present  conditions  of  agriculture, 
they  can  be  profitably  operated."'"^ 

One  third  of  the  area  of  the  county  was  appraised  in  1926  as  suitable 
only  for  pasture,  fruit  raising,  and  forest."**  In  1900  the  number  of  farms 
reported  in  the  county  was  2,912.  By  1919  this  number  had  decreased  to 
2,105,  "these  having  an  average  of  97  acres  ecah,  84.2  acres  of  which  were 
improved  .  .  .  Tenantry  also  decreased  50  percent  during  this  time,  76.3  per- 
cent of  the  farms  being  operated  in  1919  by  the  owners.""*  By  1935,  as 
has  been  indicated,  farming  had  recouped  a  large  proportion  of  this  loss; 
there  were  in  that  year  2,591  individual  farms  in  the  county.  Following  is 
a  report  on  farm  production  (more  important  crops)  in  Saline  issued  in 
June  1926.=^ 


Crops 

Com 

Wheat 

Oats 

Barley 

Rye 

Timothy 

Timothy   & 

Clover  mixed 

Clover 

Alfalfa 

Silage   crops 

Corn  for   Silage 


Acreage 

34,342 

29,276 

11,295 

16 

265 

8,279 

4,398 

3,025 

876 

342 

2,730 


Production 

692,567  bu. 

387,403  bu. 

208,270  bu. 

156  bu. 

1,800  bu. 

9,839  tons 

5,084  tons 
3,549  tons 
1,421  tons 
1,472  tons 
5,955  tons 


Yield  Per  Acre 


20.0 

bu. 

13.0 

bu. 

18.0 

bu. 

9.7 

bu. 

6.8 

bu. 

1.2 

tons 

1.1 

tons 

1.2 

tons 

1.6 

tons 

4.3 

tons 

2.1 

tons 

215.  The  World  Almanac  And  Book  of  Facts  1940,  p.  459. 

216.  Illinois  Department  of  Mines  and  Minerals,   Coal   Report  1939,  p.  238. 

217.  Smith,  et  al..  Saline  County  Soils,  Soil   Report  No.  33,   p.  2. 

218.  Ibid. 

219.  Ibid. 

220.  Ibid.       (Figures  taken  from  Fourteenth  Census  of  the  United  States.) 
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Additional  data  with  regard  to  farming  in  Saline  County  —  repre- 
sentative data  covering  the  decade  and  a  half  between  1920  and  1935 — 
provide  figxires  useful  for  the  purpose  of  comparison  with  figures  repre- 
senting earlier  years.  Also,  such  data  show  the  trend  of  agriculture  in 
the  county  during  recent  years: 

Number  of  Farms  and  Average  of  Acres  per  Farm^ 
Years  No.  of  Farms  Average  acres  per  Farm 

1920  2,105  97 

1925  2,097  92 

1930  2,175  86 

1935  2,591  78 

Percentages  of  Crop  and     Pasture  Land  in  Various  Uses  as  of  1929^ 

Corn      23.7     % 

Winter  Wheat      6.1 

Rye      0.0 

Spring  grains       4.3 

Hay       14.0 

Other  crops       2.7 

Pasture^'     31.1 

Idle,  fallow  and 

failure.'^      18.1 

Table  IV:        Ten- year  Average  Crop  Yields,     Trend  in  Acreage,     Trend  in 
Total  Number  Livestock  on  all  Farms,  1924-33^ 


Crop  Yields 

Trend  in  Acreage 

Trend    in  Total 

Num- 

Com 

40,620 

ber  of  Livestock 
Farms 

on  all 

Corn 

bu.  per  acre  27.2 

Oats 

bu.  per  acre  22.0 

Winter 

Winter 

wheat 

10,538 

All    cattle 

9,734 

wheat 

bu.  per  acre  13.6 

Spring 

Milk  cows 

4,573 

Spring 

wheat 

62 

Hogs 

15,039 

wheat 

bu.  per  acre  11.0 

Barley 

19 

Sheep 

1,667 

Barley 

bu.  per  acre  22.5 

Oats 

8,000 

Horses    and 

Rye 

bu.  per  acre  10.8 

Tame    hay 

23,800 

Mules 

6,962 

Soybeans 

bu.  per  acre  11.3 

Soybeans 

Tame  hay 

tons                   1.13 

threshed 

362 

i 

All  soy- 

beans 

1,487 

Alfalfa 

644 

Sweet  clover 

seeded 

1,385 

Manufacturing 

Manufacturing  has,     comparatively  speaking,  not  played  a  great  role 
in  Saline  County.       However,  almost  from  the  very  beginnings  of  its  set- 


221.  University  of  Illinois,   Information  Pertaining  to  Farm,  Home  and  Community  witn  reference  to  Types 
of  Farming,  Area  8,  p.  3.     Hereinafter  cited  as  Farm,  Home  and  Community. 

222.  Ibid.,  p.  14. 

223.  Includes  ""woodland  pasture"  and  "other  pasture." 

224.  Larger  than  average  In  1929  because  of  abnormal  weather  conditions. 

225.  Farm,   Home  and  Community,  p.  15,  17-26,  31-35. 
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tlement  there  has  been  manufacturing  and,  as  the  table  shows,  since  1860 
the  volume  of  goods  produced  in  the  county  and  the  sums  of  money  in- 
volved in  this  production  have  been  considerable. 

Recent  Retail  Business 

Statistics  with  respect  to  retail  business  in  the  county  help  further  to 
show  its  development  and  status  in  recent  years.  The  data  presented 
here  is  mainly  as  of  1930  and  partly  as  of  1929.  It  covers  the  county  as 
a  whole  and  in  addition  includes  a  breakdown  into  the  three  leading  incor- 
porated communities  and  the  remainder  of  the  county. 

Retail  Business  (1930)="i 


Saline  Co. 

Population 

No.  ( 

of 

No.  of 

No.  of  Employees 

Stores           Properties 

(Full  time) 

County  as 

a  whole 

37,100 

371 

363 

662 

Harrisburg 

11,625 

197 

182 

419 

Eldorado 

4,482 

70 

68 

149 

Carrier    Mills 

2,140 

30 

34 

36 

Rest  of  County 

18,853 

74 

79 

58 

Net  Sales==" 

Stocks  on 

Hand 

Total  Payroll 

of  Year  (1929) 

Full  and  Part 

Time 

Saline 

$9,275,000 

1,693,000 

765,000 

Harrisburg 

5,514,000 

1,040,000 

501,000 

Eldorado 

2,291,000 

396,000 

185,000 

Carrier  Mills 

537,000 

98,000 

37,000 

Rest  of  County 

933,000 

159,000 

42,000 

Population  Growth 

Population  growth  in  Saline  County  has  been  gradual,  just  as  has  been 
its  economic  development.  In  1850,  a  little  over  two  years  after  it  was 
launched  upon  its  career  as  an  administrative  unit,  it  had  5,588  inhabi- 
tants. In  1940  the  figure  was  38,066.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  table  of 
population  statistics  which  follows,  there  are  only  three  exceptions  to  the 
gradual  increase  of  inhabitants  in  Saline  from  decade  to  decade. 

Saline  Coimty  Populations^ 


year 

Population 

1850 

5,588 

1860 

9,331 

1870 

12,714 

1880 

15,940 

1890 

19,342 

1900 

21,685 

1910 

30,204 

1920 

38,353 

1930 

37,100 

1940 

38,066 

231.  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Census,   Fifteenth  Census  1930,  v.   I,  Part  1,  Retail   Distribution  by  Counties  and 
Incorporated  Places,  p.  120. 

232.  Amounts  of  less  than  $1,000  are  not  Indicated  In  any  of  the  figures  of  the  lower  half  of  this  table. 

233.  Illinois  Tax  Commission,  Survey  of  Local   Finance   In   Illinois,  v.   1,   Atlas  of  Taxing   Units.     Figures 
for  1940  taken  from  U.  S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,   Sixteenth   Census  1940,   Illinois:   Final   Population. 
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The  gains  in  population  between  1900  and  1910,  and  between  1910  and 
1920  considerably  above  the  average  for  Saline  County,  were  no  doubt  af- 
fected by  the  concurrent  expansion  of  the  county's  mining  industry.  This 
observation  is  practically  confirmed  by  the  fact  that  between  1902  and 
1930  Saline  rose  from  thirty-first  to  fifth  among  the  coal  producing 
counties  of  Illinois.  Its  slight  decline  in  population  during  the  1920's  was 
due,  in  all  likelihood,  to  the  general,  nation-wide  migration  from  the  rural 
areas  and  the  small  towns  to  the  large  cities  which  marked  that  period  of 
prosperity  and  expansion,  and  the  decline  of  the  mining  boom.  Recent 
population  figures  for  the  county's  incorporated  communities  are:^* 

1920  1930  1940 


Beulah  Heights 

549 

508 

462 

Bolton^"" 

456 

487 

Carrier  Mills 

2,343 

2,140 

2,360 

Galatia 

863 

933 

986 

Harrisburg 

7,125 

11,625 

11,453 

Raleigh 

264 

241 

483 

Eldorado 

5,004 

4,482 

4,891 

Ledford 

673 

462 

4,482 

4,891 

The  following 

table  shows  the  1940 

population, 

the 

1937  and  1938  as- 

sessed  valuations, 

and  acreage  of  each  township. 

TOWNSHIP 

POPULATION™ 

ACREAGE^^' 

VALUATION-^ 

Brushy 

1,937 

20,486 

$    788,000 

Carrier  Mills 

3,773 

24,243 

1,203,000 

Cottage 

680 

17,667 

496,000 

East  Eldorado 

8,907 

21,603 

1,762,000 

Galatia 

1,414 

17,913 

433,000 

Harrisburg 

15,207 

18,765 

4,868,000 

Independence 

1,284 

14,536 

218,000 

Long  Branch 

460 

13,333 

146,000 

Mountain 

798 

26,671 

171,000 

Raleigh 

1,950 

28,937 

771,000 

Rector 

382 

12,469 

273,000 

Stonefort 

700 

10,552 

177,000 

Tate 

574 

12,905 

148,000 

There  are  just 

about  enough 

foreign 

-born  perso 

ns  and  Negroes  among 

the  populace  of  Saline  County  to  constitute  a  consequential  factor  in  its 
social,  political,  economic,  and  cultural  configuration.  The  proportion  of 
either  of  these  elements  in  relation  to  the  population  as  a  whole  is  not 
great  enough  to  create  special  problems  of  noteworthy  proportions.  The 
student  concerned  with  population  and   other  current  sociological   trends 


234.  U.  S.  Census  Bureau,  Fifteenth  Census  of  the  United  SUtes:  1930,  Population  Bulletin,  First  Series- 
Illinois,  Number  and  Distribution  of  Inhabitants,  p.  32.  Hereinafter  cited  ss  Population  Bulletin. 
Figures  for  Sixteenth  Census  1940  from  Illinois  Final  Population,  Series,  P-2,  No.  47,  Press 
Release  January  11,   1941. 

235.  Partly  in  Saline  and  partly  in  Williamson  County. 

236.  U.   S.   Bureau   of  the   Census,   Sixteenth   Census   1940,    Illinois:    Final   Population. 

237.  Stewart,   Land  Acreage  101   Illinois  Counties,  p.  18. 

238.  Illinois  Tax  Commission,  Survey  of  Local  Finance  in  Illinois,  v.  Ill,  Property  Taxations:  Assessed 
Valuation,  Levies,  Tax  Rates,  and  Tax  Extensions,  1937  and  1938. 
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might  take  cognizance,  among  other  factors,  of  Saline's  moderate  propor- 
tion of  Negroes  and  foreign-born  in  comparing  it  with  other  counties 
where:  (1)  the  proportion  of  these  elements  of  the  population  is  so  small 
as  to  be  hardly  noticeable;  (2)  where  it  is  so  great  as  to  give  rise  to  a 
specific  category  of  special  problems. 

Following  are  some  tabulations  showing  by  decades  the  number  of 
foreign-born  in  Saline  County  according  to  the  countries  of  their  origin, 
the  total  number  and  proportion  of  the  foreign-born  by  decades,  and  the 
total  number  and  proportion  of  Negroes  by  decades. 

Nativity  of  Foreign-born  (White)  in  Saline  County'^* 

1930    1920    1910    1900    1890    1880    1870 


England 

183 

224 

205 

19 

29 

34 

8 

Scotland 

170 

235 

195 

2 

4 

3 

1 

Wales 

11 

27 

21 

3 

North   Ireland 

4 

20 

Irish  Free  State 

12 

23 

23 

18 

21 

32 

Norway 

Sweden 

4 

4 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Denmark 

1 

3 

Netherlands 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Belgium 

6 

19 

12 

1 

1 

Luxemburg 

1 

Switzerland 

6 

4 

2 

1 

France 

24 

41 

43 

3 

3 

2 

Germany 

45 

67 

109 

63 

52 

48 

41 

Poland 

31 

63 

1 

1 

Czechoslovakia 

58 

30 

Austria 

17 

74 

137 

1 

Hungary 

155 

337 

153 

Yugoslavia 

7 

16 

Russia 

26 

175 

505 

Lithuania 

153 

188 

Latvia 

1 

Finland 

2 

11 

5 

Rumania 

7 

6 

Greece 

8 

16 

57 

Italy 

83 

98 

49 

Palestine  &  Syria 

6 

3 

Turkey 

1 

Canada,    French 

1 

1 

1 

3) 

5 

"     Other 

3 

10 

9 

6) 

All  Other 

9 

10 

9 

1 

3 

9 

6 

Total  1,035         1,686         1,536  121  124  131  79 


239.  U.  S.  Secretary  of  the  interior,  Ninth  Census  1870,  v.  I,  Population,  p.  352;  Tenth  Census  1880,  v.  I, 
Population,  p.  505;  Eleventh  Census  1890,  v.  I,  Popu'atlon,  p.  619;  Twelfth  Census  1900,  v.  I, 
Population,  p.  745;  U.  S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Thirteenth  Census  1910,  v.  I,  Population,  p.  500; 
Fourteenth  Census  1920,  v.  Ill,  Population,  p.  273;  Fifteenth  Census  1930,  v.  Ill,  Part  l.  Population, 
p.  638. 
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SCHOOLS  AND  CHURCHES 

Primitive  Scliool  Houses 

One  of  the  first  schoolhouses  of  which  there  is  a  record,  in  the  area 
which  later  became  Saline  County  was  built  by  two  pioneers,  Charles  Mick 
and  Hugh  Lambert.  It  was  a  log  cabiji  14  x  16  feet,  and  was  con- 
structed in  1823.  The  source  of  heat  for  the  building  was  a  fireplace  on 
the  outside  with  an  opening  at  one  end  to  permit  some  of  the  heat  to  en- 
ter into  the  cabin.  This  curious  arrangement  was  found  necessary  ap- 
parently because  there  was  no  material  available  from  which  to  build  a 
chimney.^'^  The  first  teaching  in  this  school  building  began  in  August  or 
September  1823,  and  the  first  school  term  comprised  three  months. 
School  at  that  time  was  not  in  session  during  the  winter  season  owing  to 
the  inadequacy  of  the  heating  facilities.  Seven  pupils  attended  the  in- 
itial term  of  the  school.  The  teacher  wag  a  certain  Taylor,  whose  club 
feet  rendered  him  "unable  to  labor  as  other  men."-"  His  pay  as  a  teacher 
was  $12  a  month. 

The  year  following  a  "larger  and  better  school"  was  conducted  a  lit- 
tle over  2  miles  to  the  southwest  of  the  original  school  building.  It  was 
in  section  20  of  the  same  township  and  range  in  which  the  other  school 
was  located  (Township  9,  range  7).  A  third  school  was  started  appar- 
ently at  about  the  same  time  in  township  9,  range  5  "about  two  miles  west 
of  Hampton  Pankey's  place."  The  old  structure  used  for  school  purposes 
at  the  last  named  location  was  also  made  of  logs,  but  it  had  a  chimney 
made  of  clay.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Sloan  was  one  of  the  first  teach- 
ers there.  He  too  kept  school  only  in  the  fall,  "the  winter  being  too  severe 
for  the  children  to  attend  schoolhouses  which  could  not  be  kept  warm."='^ 

Division  of  Gallatin  School  Fund 

One  of  the  first  items  of  business  which  the  county  commissioners' 
court  of  Saline  County  had  to  deal  with  was  the  apportioning  of  the  school 
fund  which  had  been  raised  for  old  Gallatin  County.  It  was  agreed  by 
the  commissioners'  courts  of  Gallatin  and  Saline  counties  that  the  school 
fund  on  hand  at  the  time  should  be  divided  in  accordance  with  the  1848  act 
of  the  legislature  devoted  to  that  problem.  This  provided  that  each 
county  should  receive  an  equal  share  of  the  fund  and  that  no  part  of  it 
should  go  to  the  area  which  had  been  separated  from  Gallatin  and  attached 
to  Hardin  County  until  the  taxes  due  from  that  area  were  paid.  That 
ruling  was  made  despite  the  fact  that  the  population  of  the  latter  area  in- 
cluded 385  children.  It  was  agreed,  furthermore,  that  "Saline  County 
should  pay  a  certain  balance  of  $436  to  Gallatin  County,  and  that  Gallatin 
County  should  pay  such  a  portion  to  Saline  of  a  certain  fund  as  249  is  to 
593,  in  orders  on  the  treasurer  of  Gallatin  County.""* 

Early  School  Statistics 

At  the  time  of  the  separation  of  Saline  from  Gallatin  County,  Samuel 
Elder  became  school  commissioner  for  Saline.       The  school     commission- 


241.  History  of  Saline,  p.  156. 

242.  Ibid.,    p.    234. 

243.  Ibid. 

244.  Ibid.;  Order  Book  (1840-57),  p.  39,  42,    in  Supervisors'   Record,  see  entry  2. 
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er's  report  was  received  from  year  to  year,  but  na  details  of  the  affairs, 
funds  or  transactions  were  included  in  the  administrative  records.  V. 
Rathbone  became  school  commissioner  in  1857,  although  state  records 
show  a  Valentine  Rathbono  commissioned  November  8,  1853,  and  contin- 
ued in  office  until  1866.-"'  Rathbone's  last  report  was  made  to  the  state 
superintendent  of  public  instruction.  He  was  then  county  superintendent 
of  schools,  the  title  of  school  commissioner  having  been  changed  by  law  in 
1865."" 

School  statistics  for  Saline  County  for  1850,  as  given  by  the  United 
States  census  for  that  year,  show  that  there  were  15  schools,  15  teachers, 
and  410  pupils  in  attendance.  The  enumeration  of  those  eligible  to  attend 
was:  males,  535,  and  females,  407.  The  number  of  adults  who  could 
neither  read  nor  write  was  735,  of  which  number  322  were  males,  and  413 
females.  The  school  fund  amounted  to  $800,  and  in  addition  $1,350  w£is 
available  from  other  sources  for  use  by  the  schools.^'" 

The  following  is  a  curious  example  of  how  some  money  for  the  main- 
tenance of  schools  was  obtained  in  the  early  days:  at  a  special  meeting  of 
the  county  commissioners'  court  held  in  1849,  the  treasurer  was  ordered 
to  pay  to  the  school  commissioner  four  dollars  collected  as  "a  fine  for 
Sabbath  breaking,  and  that  it  be  added  to  the  county  school  fund. "2'*" 

The  report  of  School  Commissioner  Rathbone,  for  the  year  1856-57, 
indicated  that  41  schools  were  operating  in  the  county — with  two  townships 
not  accounted  for.  The  school  enrollment  for  the  year  consisted  of  1,118 
males  and  1,075  females.  In  order  to  show  the  full  significance  of  these 
figures,  general  population  data  were  included  in  the  report.  It  showed 
that  there  were  then  living  in  the  county  a  total  of  4,067  white  persons 
under  the  age  of  21,  and  between  the  ages  of  5  and  21  a  total  of  2,168 
white  persons.  As  for  colored  people,  there  were  but  18  of  them  under 
21  and  12  between  the  ages  of  5  and  21.  A  remarkable  fact  about  this 
report  is  that  it  shows  a  school  attendance  in  excess,  by  thirteen,  of  per- 
sons in  the  county  between  the  ages  of  5  and  21.  It  lists  a  total  of  64 
teachers,  of  whom  56  were  males  and  eight  females.  The  teachers'  salar- 
ies for  the  year  totaled  $6,383.31.  The  amount  expended  for  construc- 
tion, renting,  and  maintenance  of  school  property  during  the  year  came  to 
$690.30.  In  the  course  of  the  same  period,  6,620  acres  of  school  lands  were 
sold  for  $71,980.=^" 

Development  of  the  School  Systena 

That  the  pioneers  of  Saline  area  early  began  to  concern  themselves 
with  provisions  for  educational  and  general  community  development  was 
indicated  by  the  fact  that  on  March  8,  1848,  an  order  was  issued  reserving 
lot  number  35  in  the  town  of  Raleigh  as  a  site  for  a  public  school  or  a 
meeting  house.^  Early  development  of  schools  in  the  county  as  else- 
where in  the  state  was  provided  for  by  the  state  school  laws  of  1829,  1831, 
1833,  and  1847.^'-'  Large  scale  development  of  public  schools  in  Illinois, 
however,    did  not    begin  until    after    the    enactment    of  the  school    law  of 


245.  See  Roster  of  County   Officers. 

246.  History  of  Saline,  p    234;  L.  1865,  p.  112-25. 

247.  History  of  Saline,  p.  235. 

248.  Order  Book  (1848-57),  p.  45,   in  Supervisors'   Records,  see  entry  2. 

249.  History  of  Saline,  p.   235. 

250.  County   Commissioners'   Record,  v.  A   (1847-48),    p.   29,   In  Supervisors'    Record,   see  entry   2. 

251.  R.  L.  1829,  p.  150-53;  L.  1831,  p.  172;  R.  L.  1833,  p.  556-61;  L.  1847,  p.  119-49. 
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ISSS.^''  Entries  in  the  county's  records  ranging  from  the  year  1874  to  the 
year  1918  help  to  show  the  course  of  development  which  public  education 
has  followed  in  the  county.  In  payment  for  43  days'  services  as  county 
superintendent  of  schools,  B.  L.  Hall  received  $117  on  March  7,  1874,-=' 
and  W.  S.  Blackman  was  paid  $200  on  December  4,  1874  for  50  days'  serv- 
ices in  the  same^  capacity.^  James  E.  Gobe  received  $287  on  June  12, 
1891,  for  services  as  county  superintendent  of  schools  from  March  1  to 
June  1,  1891.'=^^  On  September  10,  1914,  the  Saline  county  superintendent 
of  schools  advanced  $500  to  cover  the  cost  of  printing  a  county  course  of 
study.  This  loan  was  made  with  the  understanding  that  it  was  to  be  re- 
paid out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  books  embodying  this  course.'^ 
On  June  10,  1918,  the  county  judge  was  ordered  to  appoint  a  probation  of- 
ficer at  a  salary  of  $10  per  month.^^" 

Post-Civil  War  Period 

Special  significance,  both  as  a  reflection  of  general  conditions  in  Sa- 
line County  during  the  post-Civil  War  era  and  of  educational  development 
in  the  whole  Middle  West  area  during  the  Reconstruction  Period  is  the  re- 
port of  F.  F.  Johnson,  the  superintendent  of  schools  of  Saline  County  to 
the  State  Superintendent  of  Schools,  apparently  for  the  school  year 
1871-72.2™  He  complains  that  teachers  "are  generally  young  men  who 
are  teaching  as  a  stepping-stone  to  some  other  profession,  and  the  conse- 
quence is  that  about  the  time  they  learn  to  conduct  a  school  successfully 
they  quit  the  business."  He  notes  further  that,  despite  this  these  teach- 
ers did  well  as  long  as  they  continued  to  teach.  He  observed  that  very 
few  people  in  the  county  are  opposed  to  a  free  school  system,  and  that 
these  few  are  people  who  are  generally  opposed  to  progress  of  all  kinds. 
Most  of  the  citizens  of  Saline,  he  finds,  are  proud  "that  they  live  in  the 
land  of  free  school." 

Township  meetings  receive  his  commendation  for  the  services  which 
they  rendered  to  the  advancement  of  schools.  At  these  meetings  prob- 
lems relative  to  the  construction  of  school  houses,  their  layout,  seating  ar- 
rangements, and  ventilation  were  discussed  freely.  The  teachers  are 
praised  for  their  extra-curriculum  service  to  the  schools:  "Not  feeling 
satisfied  with  the  labor  of  the  day,"  says  he,  "they  call  in  directors,  par- 
ents and  pupils  one  evening  in  each  week,  and  the  classes  are  drilled  in 
spelling,  reading,  mental  arithmetic,  etc.;  and  then  they  improve  the  op- 
portunity by  giving  the  directors  and  parents  a  little  talk,  thereby  en- 
lightening their  sympathies  for  the  interest  of  the  school  generally.  "=»" 

Superintendent  Johnson  speaks  further  of  his  own  efforts  to  interest 
the  general  public  in  problems  of  education  by  calling  on  the  people  in  each 
school  district  in  the  evenings  and  lecturing  to  them  on  the  importance 
of  the  education  of  their  children  and  kindred  subjects,  moral  training, 
and  the  like. 


252.  L.   1855,    p.    51    ff. 

253.  County  Commissioners'   Record,  v.  A  (1874-8C),  p.  20,   in  Supervisors'   Record,  see  entry  2. 

254.  County  Commissioners'   Record,  v.  A   (1874-80),   p.  450,   in  Supervisors'   Record,  see  entry  2. 

255.  ibid.,  V.  C,  p.  164. 

256.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.   E,  p.  142,  see  entry  2. 

257.  Ibid.,    p.    315. 

258.  Illinois  Department  of  Public  Instruction,   Ninth  Biennial  Report  of  the  Superintendent   (1871-74),  p. 
288. 

259.  Illllnois  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  Ninth  Biennial   Report  of  the  Superintendent  (1871-74),  p. 
288. 
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Recent  School  Data 

How  much  progress  Saline  County  has  made  in  the  field  of  free  public 
education     is  indicated  by  the    following  data  on  the  county's     schools  in 


Total  Population 
of  County 

37,100 
Between  6  and  21  years 
Boys  Girls 

5,844  5,904 


Under  21  Years  of  Age 


Boys 

Girls                      Total 

7,547 

7,125                      14,672 

Percent  of  minors 

Total 

of  school  age 

11,748 

80 

Total  enrollment  in  elementary  schools  7,660 
Total  enrollment  in  secondary  schools     2,057 


Superintendents 


Classification   of  Teachers 
and   School   Administrators 
High  School  High  School 

Principals  Teachers 


49 


Elementary  School  Elementary  School  Teachers 

Principals  (not   rural) 

25  118 

Grand  Total  of  teachers  and  school  administrators 

305 

Salaries  of  Teachers 


Supervisors   and 
teachers  of 
special  high 
school  courses 
14 

Rural    School 
Teachers 
93 


Total 

Average 

$233,958.87                                                      Men 

Women                  All 

$853.30 

$697.70                 $767.08 

No.  of  school  districts         No.  of  school  bldgs. 

No.  of  seatings 

90                                            97 

10,008 

No.  of  libraries                                         No.  of  volumes  in  libraries 

93 

8.881 

Total  value  of  school  property 

$1,589,544 

Amount  of  taxes  levied  August  1936 

(Dollars  only) 

Educational                           Bldg.   Fund 

Total 

$791,323                                    $235,697 

$1,027,020 

Total   Amount                      Amount 

Amount 

Teachers'                                of  Anticipation 

of 

Orders                                    Warrants 

bonded 

Outstanding                          Unredeemed 

indebtedness 

June  30,  1937                         June  30,  1937 

June  30,  1937 

(Dollars  Only)                        (Dollars  Only) 

(Dollars  Only) 

$37,452                                        $22,004 

$166,000 

260.     Illinois  Oepartment  of  Public  Instruction,  Statistical  Report  for  Year  Ending  June  30,  1937. 


—52— 


Historical  Sicetcli 
Cliurches 

As  elsewhere  both  in  the  United  States  and  in  other  countries,  the 
early  history  of  educational  development  in  Saline  County,  or  rather  the 
area  which  later  became  Saline  County,  is  in  certain  respects  part  of  the 
early  church  history.  It  was  a  common  practice  for  the  early  settlers  to 
conduct  their  religious  services  in  log  school  houses,  though  sometimes 
religious  devotions  were  held  in  private  homes,  and  a  little  later  on,  after 
log  churches  had  been  erected,  they  were  in  some  instances  utilized  for 
educational  as  well  as  religious  purposes.  ^"^ 

Most  of  the  preaching  in  the  early  frontier  days  in  the  Saline  area 
was,  as  has  already  been  indicated,  done  by  Methodist  or  Baptist  preach- 
ers. One  of  the  first  of  these  Baptist  "exhorters"  was  Stephen  Selley, 
the  last  man  to  make  a  land  entry  in  1819  in  this  area.  During  these 
early  days  religious  camp  meetings  were  frequent  and  were  usually  held 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Methodists.  These  meetings  became  unpopu- 
lar, however,  because  the  preparation  of  victuals  for  the  crowds  that  gath- 
ered became  too  great  a  task  for  the  women.  Moreover,  it  became  evi- 
dent that  many  of  the  frequenters  of  these  camp  meetings  came  only  to  be 
fed. 

The  Baptists  showed  a  preference  for  protracted  meetings.  One  of 
the  churches  in  which  meetings  were  held  was  located  about  2  miles  west 
of  Harrisburg.  Another  log  church,  located  about  a  mile  further  west, 
belonged  to  the  Methodists.-"^ 

Liberty  Church,  which  has  previously  been  referred  to  as  a  political 
meeting  place, ^^  was  situated  about  3  miles  from  Harrisburg.  This  church 
was  organized  in  1832  or  1833.  Not  long  afterward  it  probably  became 
affiliated  with  the  Saline  Association.  In  1843,  Liberty  Church  with  a 
membership  of  44,  was  identified,  as  befitted  its  name,  with  the  Emanci- 
pation Baptists.  It  joined  the  Franklin  Association  in  1845  and  main- 
tained that  affiliation  for  over  twenty  years.  Later  it  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Big  Saline  Association.^"^ 

Among  the  other  early  Baptist  churches  were  Raleigh  Church,  Mace- 
donia Church,  Eldorado  Church,  Little  Saline  Church,  New  Hope  Church, 
and  Bankston's  Fork  Church.  Raleigh  Church  was  organized  as  Union 
Church  on  October  19,  1837,  with  seven  members.  Macedonia  Church,  lo- 
cated near  Mitchellsville,  about  8  miles  south  of  Harrisburg,  was  organ- 
ized September  20,  1847,  with  nine  members.  Eldorado  Church,  original- 
ly Wolf  Creek,  was  organized  in  1850  with  nine  members.  Little  Saline 
Church,  with  an  original  membership  of  thirteen  was  established  in  July 
1851,  near  the  old  village  of  Stonefort.  New  Hope  Church,  with  the  same 
number  of  charter  members,  was  organized  June  4,  1852.  Bankston's 
Fork  Church,  located  about  6  miles  west  of  Harrisburg,  was  organized  in 
July  1854.^'-'  These  apparently  were  all  Baptist  congregations.  One  of 
the  very  earliest  churches  in  the  county  was  the  Ebenezer  Methodist  Epis- 


261.  History  of  Saline,  p.  224,  225. 

262.  Ibid.,  p.  225. 

263.  See  section  of  present  Historical   Sketch,  entitled  "Saline  Under  County  Court  Administration,"  p.   17. 

264.  History  of  Saline,  p.  225. 

265.  Ibid.,   p.   225-27. 
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copal  Church,  located  about  7  miles  west  of  Harrisburg.=*'  The  Harris- 
burg  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church  was  orgaJiized  in  1858  with  an 
original  membership  of  about  thirty.  Several  other  churches  of  the  same 
denomination  were  organized  not  long  thereafter.^""  The  Social  Brethren 
denomination  apparently  came  into  being  in  Saline  County  August  29, 
1867.  It  was  organized  as  a  result  of  contention  between  members  of 
various  denominations  relative  to  certain  points  of  doctrine.  By  1884 
there  were  three  churches  of  this  denomination  in  existence  in  Saline 
County.-'*' 

At  present  there  are  active  in  Saline  County  denominations  number- 
ing 48  churches,  with  a  total  membership  of  9,983.  This  does  not  include 
the  unlisted  membership  of  the  2  Catholic  churches.  The  Southern  Bap- 
tists have  the  largest  following  in  the  county  and  the  Methodists  are  next 
in  number.™'* 

CARE  OF  POOR  AND  OTHER  PUBLIC  WELFARE  SERVICE 
A    considerable    range    of  action    taken  in    Saline   County,    from  the 
earliest  days  of  its  existence  as  a  separate  administrative  unit  down  to  the 
present,  falls  within  the  general  category  of  public  service.      Much  of  this 
was  specifically  in  behalf  of  the  poor;  some  of  it  was  broader  in  scope. 

Six  overseers  of  the  poor,  one  for  each  precinct,  were  appointed  on 
March  9,  1848.-"*  About  a  year  and  a  half  later  seven  overseers  of  the 
poor  were  appointed,  each  to  serve  a  term  of  four  years.  They  repre- 
sented the  following  precincts:  Saline,  Raleigh,  Curren,  Summerset  (Som- 
erset), Monroe,  Stonefort,  and  Brushy. ^"^ 

On  March  6,  1878,  the  county  board  ordered  that  a  specific  tract  of 
land  —  one  acre  and  forty-four  poles  —  be  set  apart  and  dedicated  as  a 
public  burying  ground  for  paupers.^'"-  On  the  same  day  11  overseers  of 
the  poor,  one  for  each  precinct,  were  appointed  for  the  ensuing  year.^' 

On  June  4,  of  the  same  year,  Doctor  E.  M.  Privine  contracted  to 
furnish  all  medical  aid  and  treatment  of  prisoners  confined  in  the  county 
jail  for  the  sum  of  $25  per  annum.^'*  An  allowance  of  $12.50  was  given 
John  Fitz  on  September  22,  1879,  for  transportation  to  the  Jacksonville 
Blind  Institute.-"'  There  are  several  instances  of  direct  and  indirect  aid 
for  the  infirm,  widows,  and  orphans  recorded  for  the  years  1914  and  1915. 
On  July  24,  1914,  it  was  ordered  that  Eva  Bennett,  apparently  a  widow,  be 
allowed  $6  per  month  beginning  on  May  1,  1914.  It  was  ordered  also  that 
this  money  be  obtained  by  drawing  warrants  against  cash  in  the  treasury 
appropriated  as  a  Widow's  Pension  Fund.      This  was  to  continue  until  the 


266.  History  of  Saline,  p.  228. 

267.  Ibid.,   p.   231. 

268.  Ibid.,  p.  231-34. 

269.  These  statistics  are  derived  from  latest  year  books  or  directories  of  the  following  religious  groups: 
Methodist  Episcopal,  Congregational,  Disciples  of  Christ,  Cumberland  Presbyterian,  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Synod,  Episcopal,  Southern  Baptist,  Presbyterian,  and  Catholic.  See  Bibliography,  Documentary  Un- 
official  Publications,  for  separate  year  books. 

270.  County  Commissioners'   Record,   v.  A   (1847-48)   p.  31,   In  Supervisors'   Record,  see  entry  2. 

271.  Order  Book  (1848-57),   p.  345,    In   Supervisors'   Record,   see  entry  2. 

272.  County  Commissioners'  Record,  v.  A  (1874-80),  p.  400,  In  Supervisors  Record,  see  entry  2.  A  polt 
equals  a  rod   or  bVi  yards. 

273.  Ibid.,   p.    399. 

274.  Ibid.,    p.    405. 

275.  ibid.,  p.  508. 
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order  was  revoked  or  until  the  fund  was  exhausted."* 

As  in  other  Illinois  counties,  so  too  in  Saline,  paupers  during  the  early 
days  were  farmed  out  among  private  homes  with  the  county  providing 
funds  to  cover  the  cost.  Some  representative  examples  of  that  procedure 
follow:  On  March  6,  1849,  Edmund  Baker  was  paid  $20  for  the  mainten- 
ance of  a  pauper.^"  For  the  maintenance  of  another  pauper,  Hugh  Kane 
was  paid  $14.40  on  September  3,  1856. 

A  curious  example  of  the  expenditures  of  the  pauper  fund  is  a  tran- 
saction which  occurred  almost  twenty  years  later  —  on  March  2,  1874. 
On  that  date  two  women  were  paid  $25  out  of  this  fund,  with  the  provi- 
sion that  they  leave  the  county  and  never  return  again  as  county 
charges.-"^ 

On  March  3,  two  payments  were  made  from  the  pauper  fund.  One 
was  the  remittance  of  $349.75  to  Noah  Williford  for  the  maintenance  of 
paupers.  The  other  was  a  remittance  of  $15.78  to  John  W.  Cotts  for  ar- 
ticles and  coffin  furnished  for  burial  of  the  child  of  May  Johnson.^'""  Three 
days  later  the  county  treasurer  was  ordered  to  pay  the  same  Noah  Willi- 
ford, $4.27  out  of  the  pauper  fund  "for  repairs  of  pauper  farm  and  making 
cistern,  same  being  in  full  settlement  for  all  claims  for  work  on  said  farm 
and  (of)  rents  due  from  said  Williford  to  said  county  Saline."^ 

The  pauper  contract  for  one  year,  starting  March  12,  1874,  was 
awarded  to  Wesley  Cole  on  March  9,  1874.  The  provisions  of  the  contract 
included  the  following:  Cole  was  to  furnish  paupers  of  the  county  all 
necessary  food,  lodging,  clothing,  medical  attention,  and  in  case  of  death, 
decent  burial.  All  of  the  paupers  were  to  be  treated  and  cared  for  in  a 
humane  and  respectable  manner.  In  return  for  such  services  Cole  was  to 
receive  $90  a  year  for  each  pauper  maintained.*^ 

Somewhat  less  than  three  years  later  the  county  got  around  to  build- 
ing its  own  poorhouse.  On  January  31,  1877,  A.  Winterberger  was  paid 
$1,250  as  the  first  installment  on  a  contract  for  constructing  the  Saline 
County  poorhouse.  Three  months  later,  $1,000  was  paid  to  Winterberger 
as  the  second  installment  on  the  same  contract,  and  on  May  10,  1877,  he 
was  paid  $1,000,  the  balance  due  on  contract  for  erection  of  the  poorhouse. 
He  was  paid  also  $50  for  building  cistern,  $5  for  making  a  dining  table, 
and  $10  for  other  work  connected  with  the  construction  of  the  poor- 
house.=** 

William  C.  Roper's  pauper  contract  was  declared  void  on  September 
22,  1879,  because  he  was  not  caring  for  the  poor  under  his  charge  in  a  hu- 
mane manner.  He  was  charged  with  abusing  and  mistreating  these  un- 
fortunates and  failing  to  feed  and  clothe  them  properly.*^  On  October  14, 
1879,  Josiah  Gold  was  awarded  a  pauper  contract  for  two  years  at  the  rate 
of  $90  a  year  per  pauper.  On  December  8,  1887,  the  same  Gk)ld,  being  the 
lowest  bidder,  was  again  awarded  the  pauper  contract,  this  time  for  one 


276.  Supervisors'    Record,  v.    E,   p.   129,   see  entry  2. 

277.  Order  Book  (1848-57),  p.  26,   in  Supervisors'   Record,  see  entry  2. 

278.  County  Commissioners'  Record,  v.  A  (1874-80),  p.  3,  in  Supervisors'  Record,  see  entry  2. 

279.  Ibid.,    p.   7. 

280.  Ibid.,    p.    16. 

281.  Ibid.,  p.  23. 

282.  Ibid.,  p.  285,   306,  310. 

283.  Ibid.,   p.   508. 
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year,  at  the  rate  of  $90  a  year  per  pauper.'"'  A  committee,  which  on 
August  5,  1890  was  appointed  to  inspect  the  poor  farm,  reported  it  to  be 
"in  a  more  or  less  dilapidated  condition  from  top  to  bottom."**  On  No- 
vember 20,  of  the  same  year,  Daniel  Abney  was  given  the  pauper  contract 
for  one  year  at  the  rate  of  $89  a  year  per  pauper. 

A  report  of  the  committee  on  poor  and  poor  farm  issued  on  Septem- 
ber 10,  1912,  declared  that  on  its  two  visits  to  the  poor  farm,  visits  which 
were  not  expected  by  the  keeper,  everything  was  found  in  perfect  condition. 
Tlie  report  further  states  that  the  inmates  of  the  farm,  upon  questioning, 
expressed  satisfaction  with  the  treatment  they  had  been  receiving.^ 

A  donation  of  $300  of  the  Illinois  Chrildrens'  Home  and  Aid  Society 
was  approved  on  March  6,  1914.  On  November  30,  1914,  Dr.  Nyberg  and 
Dr.  Cummins  were  awarded  a  one  year's  contract  for  medical  care  of  the 
paupers  of  the  county.  For  this  service  the  contract  provided  that  they 
receive  a  total  of  $250.-''"  On  September  15,  1915,  an  examiner  of  the  blind 
was  appointed.  It  was  provided  that  he  should  receive  a  fee  of  one  dollar 
for  each  applicant  placed  on  the  pension  roll  for  the  blind.=^  And  on  De- 
cember 1,  1917,  it  was  ordered  by  the  county  board  that  W.  J.  Hutchinson, 
keeper  of  the  poor,  be  allowed  seventy-five  cents  per  day  for  the  mainten- 
ance of  each  inmate  of  the  poor  farm,  commencing  on  that  day.^ 

Recent  Development  in  Field  of  Public  Aid 

According  to  a  report  obtained  late  in  1939,  a  total  of  1,563  persons 
had  by  then  received  old  age  pensions  in  Saline  County.  The  granting  of 
such  pensions  began  there  in  February  1936.^  The  first  application  for 
a  mother's  pension  in  the  county  was  accepted  November  25,  1913.  Be- 
tween that  date  and  1939  some  239  recipients  of  this  pension  were  paid  a 
total  of  $42,700  in  Saline.^^  Acceptance  of  applications  for  the  blind  pen- 
sion began  here  about  a  year  and  a  half  later  than  that  for  mothers'  pen- 
sions. The  first  of  the  former  was  accepted  on  October  16,  1915,  and  the 
first  payment  for  a  blind  pension  in  Saline  was  made  on  April  1,  1916.^ 
By  1939  a  total  of  $121,463.33  had  been  paid  in  Saline  County  in  pensions 
to  the  blind.=»« 

Saline  has  no  county  hospital,  but  it  does  have  four  private  hospitals. 
The  county  physician  is  hired  by  the  county  board  of  supervisors  to  give 
medical  care  to  the  poor  only.  He  is  assisted  by  the  county  nurse  who 
supervises  health  work  in  the  schools  and  inspects  the  local  hospitals. 
She  also  issues  bulletins  from  time  to  time  with  regard  to  general  health 
problems  —  bulletins  which  are  published  in  the  local  press.  The  state 
nurse  also  participates  in  the  supervision  of  the  county's  health  program. 
A  recently  developed  phase  of  this  program  is  the  feeding  of  a  noon  meal 
to  under-nourished  children  from  \^T»A  kitchens.  Local  merchants  co- 
operate in  the  financing  of  these  kitchens.^ 


284.  County  Commissioners'   Record,  v.  A  (1874-80),  p.  510-13;  v.  B,  p.  532. 

285.  Ibid.,  V.   C,   p.   113. 

286.  Supervisors'   Record,   v.   E  (1912-24),  p.   39,   see  entry  2. 

287.  ibid.,    p.    150. 

288.  Ibid.,   p.   112,    182,   203. 

289.  Ibid.,  p.  239. 

290.  Information  obtained  by  J.   J.   McMurray  from   Ray  Owens,   Superintendent  of  Old  Age  Assistance. 

291.  Mothers'   Pension   Doclcet,  v.   1,   2,  see  entry  195. 

292.  Record  of  Application  for  Relief  of  Blind,  see  entry  23. 

293.  Ibid. 

294.  Information  obtained  from  Kerjieth  Davis,  Saline  (^unty  Superintendent  cf  Schools,  December  1939,  by 
J.  J.  McMurray. 
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NEWSPAPERS  AND  FRATERNAL.  ORDERS 

Next  to  the  homes,  schools,  and  churches  the  newspapers  and  fra- 
ternal orders  have  been  the  leading  forces  in  the  social  and  cultural  life  of 
the  Saline  area.  The  Raleigh  Flag,  which  was  established  in  1856,  was 
the  first  newspaper  in  the  county."*  The  Harrisburg  Chronicle,  establish- 
ed in  1859,  was  the  first  paper  issued  in  that  town.  Ten  years  later  a 
second  publication,  a  weekly  called  the  Saline  County  Register,  began  com- 
ing out  in  Harrisburg.  Since  then  a  half  dozen  newspapers  have  come 
upon  the  scene  and  passed  out  of  existence;  by  1873  they  were  merged  into 
a  single  publication.  The  Chronicle.  The  present  Harrisburg  Daily  Reg- 
ister is  an  outgrowth  of  the  aforementioned  Saline  County  Register. 

War  veterans'  organizations  are  particularly  worth  noting  in  the 
consideration  of  closely  integrated  groups  of  men  and  women  that  have 
been  significant  social  and  cultural  forces  in  Saline  County.  Of  prime 
importance  among  them  is  the  George  Newell  Post,  No.  454,  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic  which  was  organized  June  6,  1884,  with  a  membership  of 
38  that  was  later  expanded  to  186."''  Worth  mentioning,  also,  are  such 
other  early  organizations  as  the  Iron  Hall  and  the  Women's  Christian 
Temperance  Union.  In  addition,  there  are  different  types  of  collective 
bodies  such  as  the  Farm  Bureau,  the  County  Fair  Association,  and  trade 
unions,  which  are  important  factors  in  the  economic,  as  well  as  the  social 
and  cultural,  life  of  the  county.  As  for  contemporary  war  veterans  groups 
there  are  in  Saline  County  several  posts  of  the  American  Legion.  This  is 
readily  understandable  when  it  is  recalled  that  during  American  partici- 
pation in  the  World  War  almost  2,300  men  from  Saline  County  served  in 
the  United  States  military  and  naval  forces.  It  should  be  added  also  that 
all  the  American  Legion  posts  in  the  county  have  women's  auxiliaries."* 

FARM,  MINE,  SCHOOL  —  PILLARS  OF  PROGRESS  IN  SALINE 

Life  in  Saline  County  has  not  been  easy  at  any  time.  It  required  the 
spirit  of  pioneers  to  break  its  soil  and  to  probe  its  extensive  coal  deposits. 
And  it  has  taken  persevering  hardihood  to  carry  on  in  the  county  year  by 
year  down  to  the  present.  The  farmer  and  the  coal  miner,  as  indicated  in 
the  foregoing  pages,  have  been  the  key  figures  in  this  ninety-odd  years  of 
quietly  courageous  toil. 

In  the  1930's,  particularly,  poverty  and  want  stalked  the  towns  and 
countryside  of  this  area  near  the  southeastern  extremity  of  the  state. 
About  half  the  population  has,  at  times,  had  to  depend  for  part  of  its 
livelihood  on  one  or  another  of  the  public-aid  programs.  And  yet  people 
have  carried  on.  Education  has  forged  ahead.  Illiteracy  among  young 
folks  of  school  age  hats  been  obliterated.  With  the  help  of  the  state  and 
the  Federal  government  a  number  of  improvements  have  been  effected  in 
the  highways  of  the  county,  in  its  sanitation,  health  program,  recreation 
facilities,  etc.  In  its  form  of  administration,  also,  Saline  County  has  been 
progressive. 


296.  Information     regarding  the   press     was  obtained  from  the   private  historical   files  of  Curtis  G.   Small, 
Manager  and  Editor  of  the  Harrisburg  Daily  Register,  by  J.  J.  McMurray. 

297.  History  of  Saline,  p.  208. 

298.  Data  obtained  from  the  American  Legion  records  in  Hcurisburg,   III.,  by  J.  J.  McMurray. 
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The  make-up  of  its  population,  the  conflicts  which  rent  the  spirit  of 
its  people  during  the  Civil  War  period,  the  obscure  tragedies  and  heroism, 
the  labor  strife,  the  readjustments  which  marked  the  1930's  in  the  area — 
all  this  constitutes  rich  material  for  the  social  historian,  the  student  of 
folk  ways,  the  compiler  of  indigenous  anecdotes.  Saline  County  has  been 
a  persevering  toiler  in  the  ranks  —  the  type  of  toiler  whose  unspectacu- 
lar services,  though  generally  little  noticed,  are  of  prime  importance  when 
all  the  factors  which  go  to  make  up  the  life  of  a  people  are  taken  into  ac- 
count. 
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(First  entry,  p.   114) 

2.     GOVERNMENTAL    ORGANIZATION    AND 
RECORDS    SYSTEM 

INTRODUCTION 

The  county  in  Illinois  is  a  corporate  body,^  and  an  administrative  unit 
of  the  state;  its  governmental  organization  is  at  all  times  largely  an  ex- 
pression of  thia  dual  nature. 

The  growth  of  the  county  as  a  body  politic  is  reflected,  in  each  of  the 
state's  three  constitutional  periods,  in  a  progressive  expansion  of  the  pow- 
ers which  may  by  law  be  exercised  by  the  county  board,  and  in  the  crea- 
tion of  new,  and  the  extension  of  existing,  county  offices.  The  latter 
phase  of  growth  in  Saline  County  and  in  others  similarly  organized  at 
present,  has  also  been  affected  by  the  adoption  of  township  organization, 
which  for  the  first  time  constituted  the  civil  towns  as  an  additional  level  of 
government. 

An  analogous  development  appears  in  the  state's  invasion  of  new  fields 
of  government  and  the  extension  of  the  county's  role  as  its  agent.  Orig- 
inally, the  county  performed  but  a  single  important  function  for  the  state, 
that  of  collecting  its  share  of  the  taxes  levied  within  the  county.  Since 
then,  however,  education,  public  health,  registration  of  vital  statistics, 
public  assistance,  and  many  similar  if  less  important  matters  have  entered 
the  province  of  state  control  or  supervision.  To  effect  this  control,  new 
governmental  units,  subcounty  districts  of  various  types,  have  come  into 
existence  or  have  been  converted  to  new  purposes;  the  county,  because 
of  its  intermediate  position,  has  become  more  important  as  a  medium  of 
that  control. 

Thus  the  complete  operation  of  county  government  in  Illinois  brings 
into  play  a  number  of  partly  distinct  authorities.  Their  relationships,  at 
any  time,  are  complex.  The  changing  governmental  organization  of  Sa- 
line County,  therefore,  is  easiest  traced  from  the  viewpoint  of  the  major 
functions  of  county  government. 

GENERAL  ADMINISTRATION 

General  administrative  jurisdiction  over  county  business  has  always 
been  vested  in  the  county  board.  Under  the  first  constitution,  for  all 
counties,  the  county  commissioners'  court  acted  aa  the  county  board.*  It 
was  expressly  declared  to  have  no  original  or  appellate  jurisdiction  in  civil 
or  criminal  actions,  but  had  all  power  necessary  to  the  exercise  of  its  jur- 
isdiction in  cases  concerning  the  public  affairs  of  the  county  collectively.* 
The  commissioners  were  constitutional  officers,*  ajid  elected;"  the  court 
existed  solely  by  statutory  provisions.*  Attached  to  it  in  a  ministerial 
capacity  was  the  independent  statutory  office  of  clerk  of  the  county  com- 


1.  R.   L.  1827,  p.  107;   R.   S.  1845,   p.   130;   R.  S.   1874,   p.   306. 

2.  Constitution  of  1816,  Schedule,  sec.  4;   L.  1819,   p.   175,   176. 

3.  L.  1819,   p.  176. 

4.  Constitution  of  1818,   Schedule,  sec.  4. 

5.  L.  1819,  p.  99;  L.  1821,  p.  80;  R.  L  1837,  p.  103,  104. 

6.  L  1819,  p.  175. 
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missioners'  court,'  at  first  filled  at  the  appointment  of  the  court,*  later  by 
election.* 

Under  the  second  constitution,  the  newly  created  county  court  suc- 
ceeded to  the  position  of  the  county  commissioners'  court."  As  an  ad- 
ministrative body,"  it  was  composed  of  the  county  judge,  an  elected,  con- 
stitutional officer,"  and  two  justices  of  the  peace,  elected  at  large."  An- 
other new  office,  that  of  clerk  of  the  county  court,  was  created  to  provide 
it  with  a  ministerial  officer;  the  clerk  also  was  elected." 

The  Constitution  of  1848  also  made  provision,  for  the  first  time,  for 
an  optional  form  of  county  government."  The  subsequent  enabling 
acts"  provided  that  whenever  the  voters  of  a  county  might  so  determine, 
that  county  should  adopt  township  organization;  one  of  the  principal  re- 
sults of  such  a  change  was  to  alter  the  form  of  the  county  board.*'  An 
act  of  1849  provided  that  the  administrative  body  in  such  counties  should 
consist  of  a  board  of  supervisors,  composed  of  members  elected,  one  in 
each  of  the  several  townships."  The  clerk  of  the  county  court  was  re- 
quired by  law  to  act  as  the  ministerial  officer  of  the  new  county  board." 
In  1872,  however,  that  clerk  was  replaced  by  a  new  officer,  the  county 
clerk,  whose  office  had  been  created  and  made  elective,  by  the  third  con- 
stitution,'* and  who  was  required  by  law  to  act  as  ministerial  officer  for 
the  county  board.=^*  Another  significant  change  in  the  form  of  the  county 
board  has  been  the  addition  to  its  membership  of  assistant  supervisors, 
elected  from  the  various  towns  on  the  basis  of  population;"  the  assistant 
supervisors  have  no  powers  or  duties  as  town  officers,  but  are  members  of 
the  county  board  and  as  such  enjoy  the  same  powers  and  rights  as  other 
members.'^ 

The  Constitution  of  1870  also  provided  a  new  form  of  county  board  in 
counties     not  under  township     organization.       This  board  was  to  be  com- 


7.  L.  1819,  p.   175. 

8.  Ibid. 

9.  R.  L.  1837,  p.  49;  L.  1845,  p.  28. 

10.  Constitution  of   1848,   Art.   V,   sec.   19;   L   1849,   p.   65. 

11.  The  county  court  was  also  a  court  of  law.  For  its  jurisdiction  as  such,  see  Administration  of  Justice, 
Courts,   p.  66. 

12.  Constitution  of   1848,   Art.  V,   sec.   17. 

13.  Ibid.,  sec.  19;   L  1849,  p.  65,  66. 

14.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.   19;   L  1849,  p.  63. 

15.  Constitution  of  1848,   Art.  VII,   sec.   6. 

16.  The  original  enabling  act  of  1849  (L  1849,  p.  190-224)  was  repealed  two  years  later  by  a  more 
comprehensive   but  essentially  similar   law  (L   1851,   p.   35-78). 

17.  Other  effects  of  the  change,  within  the  sphere  of  county  government  proper,  appeetr  with  regard  to 
the  taxation  procedure.       See  Finances,  p.  63. 

18.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  VII,  sec.  6;  L.  1849,  p.  192;  L.  1851,  p.  38,  50-52;  Constitution  of 
1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  5.  Township  organization  was  adopted  by  Saline  County  in  1889,  but  the  change 
was  not  effective  until  1890. 

19.  L.  1849,  p.   203;   L.  1851,  p.   52. 

20.  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  8. 

21.  R.   S.   1874,  p.   322. 

22.  R.  S.  1874,  p.  1080;  L  1925,  p.  605;  L.  1929,  p.  774;  L  1931,  p.  905-10;  L.  1933,  p.  1115, 
1116. 

23.  R.  S.  1874,  p.  1078,  1080;  L.  1925,  p.  605;  L  1929,  p.  774;  L  1931,  p.  905,  907;  L  1933, 


p.  1115. 
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posed  of  three  officers,  styled  commissioners,  who  would  transact  all  county 
business  as  provided  by  law.^"*  Subsequent  legislation  granted  to  the 
board  of  county  commissioners  all  powers  and  duties  formerly  exercised 
by  the  county  court  when  acting  in  its  administrative  capacity.-'  Saline 
County  was  under  the  county  commission  form  of  government  from  1874 
to  1890  when  township  organization  was  instituted. 

Concurrent  with  the  changing  organization  of  the  county  board  is  an 
expansion  of  its  functions  without,  however,  considerable  extension  beyond 
the  original  jurisdiction  conferred  upon  the  county  commissioners'  court. 
The  authority  of  that  body  extended  to  the  imposition  and  regulation  of 
taxes,2«  a  limited  but  increasing  management  of  county  property,-"  and  a 
growing  fiscal  control,  stringent  in  regard  to  tax  collections,-*  sporadic  in 
its  check  on  the  expenditure  of  other  county  offices.^"  The  court  addi- 
tionally had  power  to  appoint  judges  of  elections,*"  select  juries,"  and,  with 
limitations,  to  provide  for  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  roads  and 
bridges.^  Poor  relief^  and  a  tentative  supervision  of  education^  also  fell 
within  its  general  administrative  jurisdiction. 

The  effect  of  subsequent  legislation,  in  the  main,  has  only  been  to 
broaden  that  jurisdiction.  The  county  board  has  been  given  full  power  to 
purchase,  contract  for,  dispose  of,  and  make  reg^ulations  concerning  all  real 
and  personal  property  of  the  county.^  It  is  now  required  also  to  audit  all 
claims  against  the  county  and  the  accounts  of  such  officers  as  are  not  pro- 
vided for  by  law.^"  Otherwise,  the  changes  in  form  of  the  county  board  in 
Saline  County  have  not  materially  affected  the  general  administrative  jur- 
isdiction of  that  body.*' 


FINANCES 

In  Illinois  counties,  there  has  always  been  a  close  relationship  between 
the  taxation  processes  and  fiscal  control.  This  circumstance,  as  well  as 
frequent  evidence  of  the  county  board's  ultimate  control  in  such  matters, 
appears  in  a  resume  of  the  legal  status  and  duties  of  the  officers  involved. 


24.  Constitution  of  1870,   Art.  X,  sec.  6. 

25.  L.  1873-74,  p.  79,  80. 

26.  L.  1819,  p.  175. 

27.  Ibid.,    p.    237,   238;    L.    1842-43,    p.    128. 

28.  L.  1819,  p.  238,  318;  L  1823,  p.  208;  R.  L.  1827,  p.  373,  375;  R.  L.  1829,  p.  121;  L.  1842-43, 
p.  112;  L.  1845,  p.  11,  12. 

29.  R.  L.  1827,  p.  366;  L.  1831,  p.  175. 

30.  L.  1819,  p.  90. 

31.  Ibid.,  p.  255;  L.  1823,  p.  182. 

32.  Either  by  calling  on  the  able-bodied  men  of  the  county  for   labor,  or  by  raising   bond   issues  by  sub- 
scription (L  1819,   p.   333,   334,  336,   337,   343;   L.  1821,   p.   167;   L.  1825,   p.   130-33). 

33.  L   1819,   p.   127;    L   1839,   p.   138,   139. 

34.  R.  S.  1845,  p.  500,  501. 

35.  L.    1851,    p.    50,    51;    L.    1861,    p.    235,    236;    R.    S.    1874,    p.    306,    307;    L.    1911,    p.    245,    246; 
L.  1923,  p.  304,  305;  L.  1937,  p.  453,  454. 

36.  L  1851,  p.  51;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  307;  L.  1923,  p.  299. 

37.  Cf.  this  running  summary  with  R.  S.  1874,  p.  306,  307,  and  R.  S.  1937,  p.  910-12. 
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Taxation 

The  assessment  function  in  taxation  was  delegated  by  the  first  Gen- 
eral Assembly  to  the  county  treasurer,  a  statutory  officer  appointed  by  the 
county  commissioners'  court.^  The  administrative  body,  within  statutory 
limits,  fixed  the  amount  of  the  levy,  while  the  value  of  many  categories  of 
real  and  personal  property  was  fixed  by  law;  however,  a  limited  discretion 
was  left  to  the  assessing  officer.'"  In  1825  assessments  were  made  by 
the  county  assessor,  also  an  appointee  of  the  county  commissioners'  court/" 
This  duty  reverted  to  the  county  treasurer  in  1827"  and  continued  to  be 
vested  in  that  office  until  1839,  when  the  General  Assembly  provided  for 
the  appointment  by  the  county  commissioners'  court  of  district  assessors, 
not  to  exceed  one  in  every  justice's  district."  The  earlier  system  was  re- 
established in  1844,  with  the  treasurer,  however,  now  having  the  status  of 
ex-officio  county  assessor."  Since  1890,  the  date  of  the  institution  of 
township  organization  in  Saline  County,  the  assessment  function  has  been 
performed  on  the  lower  governmental  level  by  town  assessors,  elected  one 
in  each  township."  Today,  the  principal  duties  of  the  assessing  officers, 
taken  together,  are  to  bring  up  to  date  each  year  the  periodic  assessment 
of  real  property,  to  take  current  lists  of,  and  appraise  personal  property 
and  special  categories  of  other  property.*^  The  treasurer  now  has  the 
status  of  ex-officio  supervisor  of  assessments." 

Before  the  creation  of  a  board  of  review  the  functions  which  today  fall 
within  its  scope  were  performed,  in  substance,  by  various  officers.  In  the 
first  constitutional  period,  it  was  left  to  interested  individuals  or  parties  to 
report  property  omitted  from  assessments;  the  county  commissioners'  court 
could  hear  appeals  from  assessments,  but  there  was  no  provision  for  their 
equalization  by  districts.*'  During  the  second  constitutional  period,  ap- 
peals, in  Saline  County,  were  made  to  the  county  court.**  However,  be- 
tween 1874  and  1890  appeals  were  heard  by  the  board  of  county  commis- 
sioners." After  the  institution  of  township  organization  in  1890,  town 
boards  were  empowered  to  revise  the  assessments  within  their  own  juris- 
diction, and  the  county  board  was  required  to  meet  annually  to  assess 
omitted  property,  review  assessments  upon  complaint,  and  equalize  valua- 
tions between  towns.-'*  In  1898  this  authority  of  the  county  board  was 
transferred  to  the  newly  created  board  of  review,  composed  of  the  chairman 


38.  L.  1819,  p.  315. 

39.  Ibid.,  p.  313,  319;  L.  1825,  p.  173;  L  1839,  p.  4-6;  L.  1840,  p.  4;  L.  1845,  p.  6. 

40.  L.  1825,  p.  173. 

41.  R.  L  1827,  p.  330. 

42.  L.  1839,  p.  4. 

43.  L.  1843,  p.  231,  237. 

44.  L  1851,  p.  38,  54-57;  L.  1853,  p.  14,  15;  L.  1855,  p.  35,  37;  L.  1871-72,  p.  20-24. 

45.  L.  1853,  p.  16,  17;  L  1855,  p.  18,  24,  55;  L.  1871-72,  p.  11,  14,  15,  19,  23;  L.  1873,  p.  51; 
L.  1879,  p.  241-45;  L.  1881,  p.  133;  L.  1885,  p.  234;  L.  1895,  p.  300,  301;  L.  1905,  p.  360; 
L.  1915,  p.  568;  L.  1923,  p.  495,  500;  L.  1927,  p.  774;  L.  1931-32,  First  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  69. 

46.  L.  1898,  p.  36-44. 

47.  L.  1819,  p.  316;  R.  L.  1827,  p.  330;  L.  1839,  p.  7;  L.  1843,  p.  237;  L.  1845,  p.  8. 

48.  L.  1849,  p.  65. 

49.  L.  1873-74,  p.  79,  80.  Saline  County  was  under  the  county  commission  form  of  government  from 
1874  to   1890. 

50.  L.   1851,   p.   56,   57;   L.  1871-72,   p.   21,   22,   24,   25. 
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of  the  county  board  as  ex-officio  chairman,  the  county  clerk  as  ex-officio 
clerk,  and  an  additional  member  appointed  by  the  county  judge."^^  In  1923 
the  county  clerk  was  replaced  by  another  member  appointed  by  the  county 
judge ;^  the  board  of  review  now  appoints  its  own  clerk." 

The  collection  function  wag  originally  performed  in  all  counties  by  the 
sheriff,  an  elected  constitutional  officer."  Its  nature  has  changed  little 
since  that  time.  Essentially,  the  collecting  officer  collects  taxes  according 
to  information  originating  outside  his  jurisdiction,  pays  over  such  sums  to 
authorities  designated  by  statute  to  receive  them,  and  reports  on  payments 
of  taxes  and  delinquencies.^  In  1939,  by  a  development  analogous  to  that 
which  occurred  with  regard  to  assessments,  the  county  board  extended  its 
control  to  appoint  a  regular  county  collector.^  Soon  after,  the  law  re- 
verted to  the  earliest  situation,  with  the  sheriff  acting  as  ex-officio  col- 
lector.^' This  situation  continued  until  Saline  County  adopted  township 
organization  when  town  collectors  were  elected,  one  in  each  township,^^  and 
the  county  treasurer  became  ex-officio  county  collector.^"  The  town  of- 
ficers paid  over  their  collections  directly  to  the  county  officer,  and  sup- 
plied the  basic  information  for  the  latter's  summary  report  of  collections 
in  the  county.**  In  1917  the  town  office  of  collector  was  abolished  in 
counties  the  size  of  Saline,  and  the  county  collector  became  ex-officio  town 
collector,  assuming  all  duties  previously  assigned  to  the  latter  officer.'" 

Coordination  of  the  taxation  processes  has  always  been  effected  by 
the  county  clerk  or  his  predecessors.  The  assessment  books  are  made  out 
by  the  clerk,  and  returned  to  him  by  the  assessor;  similarly,  the  collector 
reports  on  collections  on  delinquent  property;  finally,  the  treasurer's  re- 
ceipts to  the  collector  for  taxes  paid  come  into  his  possession,  and  the  cen- 
tralization of  records  concerning  the  basic  taxation  procedure  is  com- 
pleted.'^" 

Fiscal  Control 

The  fiduciary  function  in  county  finances  is  performed  by  the  county 
treasurer  alone.  The  duties  of  the  office  have  remained  substantially  the 
same  since  its  creation;  namely,  to  receive,  principally  from  the  collectors 
of  taxes,  the  revenue  of  the  county;  to  have  custody  of  its  funds;  and     to 


51.  L    1898,    p.    46. 

52.  L  1923,  p.  496;   L.  1932,   First  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  71,  72. 

53.  L.    1923,    p.    496,    497. 

54.  Constitution  of  1818,  Art  III,  sec.  11;  L.  1819,  p.  316. 

55.  L.  1819,  p.  316-18;  L.  1821,  p.  182,  183;  R.  L  1827,  p.  332,  333;  R.  L.  1829,  p.  118,  121-23; 
L.  1831,  p.  125;  R.  L.  1837,  p.  581,  582;  L.  1839,  p.  7-12;  L.  1843,  p.  234;  L.  1845,  p.  11; 
L  1847,  p.  81;  L.  1871-72,  p.  55,  57,  58. 

56.  L.  1838-39,  p.  7. 

57.  L.  1843,  p.  234. 

58.  L  1849,  p.  192;  L.  1851,  p.  38. 

59.  L  1853,  p.  67. 

60.  L.  1871-72,  p.  41,  56,  57. 

61.  L.  1917,  p.  793. 

62.  L.  1819,  p.  317;  R.  L  1827,  p.  373;  R.  L.  1837,  p.  582;  L.  1839,  p.  8-12;  L.  1840,  p.  3; 
L.  1845,  p.  9,  11;  L.  1853,  p.  71,  111;  L.  1871-72,  p.  32,  34,  35,  46,  56-58;  L.  1873-74,  p.  51; 
L  1911,  p.  485;  L  1917,  p.  654;  L  1919,  p.  765;  L  1931,  p.  747. 
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disburse  funds  only  on  specific  authorization  by  law,  or  in  accordance  with 
the  order  of  the  county  board.*^  Through  this  last  requirement,  and  that 
of  the  treasurer  to  report  periodically  to  the  board  on  the  transactions  of 
his  office,  in  addition  to  hia  regular  settlement  with  it,  the  lines  of  finan- 
cial authority  once  more  lead  to  the  county  board.*^ 

ADMINISTRATION  OF  JUSTICE 

Courts 

Justice,  in  Illinois  counties,  has  been  administered  by  a  constantly  in- 
creasing number  of  bodies.  The  Constitution  of  1818  vested  the  judicial 
powers  of  the  state  in  a  Supreme  Court  and  such  inferior  courts  as  the 
General  Assembly  should  ordain  and  establish;  required  the  Supreme  Court 
justices  to  hold  circuit  courts  in  the  several  counties;  and  provided  for  the 
appointment,  in  such  manner  and  with  such  powers  and  duties  as  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  should  direct,  of  a  competent  number  of  justices  of  the  peace 
in  each  county.*" 

Federal  statutes  already  allowed  circuit  courts,  in  all  states,  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  naturalization  of  aliens;""  the  first  state  legislature  addition- 
ally conferred  jurisdiction  over  all  causes  at  common  law  and  in  chancery 
and  over  all  cases  of  treason,  felony,  and  other  crimes  and  misdemeanors." 
The  legislature  further  required  that  two  terms  of  a  circuit  court  be  held 
in  each  county  annually  by  one  of  the  Supreme  Court  justices,""  but  in  1824 
provision  was  made  for  the  holding  of  circuit  courts  by  separate  circuit 
court  judges,  to  be  appointed,  as  were  the  Supreme  Court  justices,  by  both 
branches  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  to  hold  office  during  good  behav- 
ior.** In  1827  the  General  Assembly  repealed  the  1824  law,  and  again  pro- 
vided for  circuit  courts  to  be  held  by  Supreme  Court  justices.™  At  the 
next  session  of  the  legislature,  when  a  new  circuit  was  established,  provi- 
sion was  made  for  the  appointment  of  a  circuit  judge  to  act  therein.''  At 
that  time,  therefore,  the  circuit  courts  were  held  by  Supreme  Court  jus- 
tices in  four  judicial  circuits  and  by  a  circuit  judge  in  the  fifth. '^  A 
change  was  made  again  in  1835,  when  power  to  hold  circuit  courts  was 
taken  away  from  the  Supreme  Court  justices  and  provision  was  made  for 
the  appointment  of  five  circuit  judges,  in  addition  to  the  one  already  au- 
thorized, to  hold  circuit  courts."'      The  six  judicial  circuits  existing  at  that 
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63.  L.  1819,  p.  315,  316;  R.  S.  1845,  p.  138;  L.  1861,  p.  239;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  323,  324. 

64.  L.  1819,  p.  318;  R.  L.  1837,  p.  582,  583;  L.  1845,  p.  33;  R.  S.  1845,  p.  138,  139;  L  1861, 
p.  239,  240;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  323,  324. 

65.  Constitution  of  1318,  Art.    IV,  sec.   1,  4,  8. 

66.  2  U.  S.  S.  L.   153-55. 

67.  L  1819,  p.  380. 

68.  Ibid.,    p.    378. 

69.  L.  1824,  p.  41.  The  Constitution  of  1818,  which  had  required  that  Supreme  Court  justices  be 
appointed  by  the  General  Assembly,  further  provided  that  they  should  not,  after  the  first  session  of 
the  legislature  subsequent  to  January  1,  1824,  hold  circuit  courts  unless  required  to  do  so  by  law 
(Art.   IV,  sec.  4). 

70.  R.   L.  1827,  p.   118,   119. 

71.  R.    L.    1829,   p.   38. 

72.  Ibid.,  p.  42,  48. 

73.  L.    1835,    p.    150. 
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time  were  supplemented  during  the  next  few  years  by  tiie  creation  of  new 
circuits,'*  so  tliat  they  numbered  nine  in  1841  when  the  office  of  circuit 
judge  was  again  abolished  and  the  Supreme  Court  justices,  also  increased 
to  nine,  were  required  to  hold  circuit  courts."- 

The  authority  of  justices  of  the  peace  was  limited  by  law  to  jurisdic- 
tion in  specified  civil  cases  and  in  misdemeanors,  with  appeals  allowed 
from  their  judgments  to  the  circuit  court."*  The  power  of  appointment, 
the  legislature  at  first  reserved  to  itself;"^  in  1827,  however,  justices  of  the 
peace  were  required  to  be  elected,  two  in  each  of  such  districts  as  should  be 
determined  within  statutory  limits  by  the  county  commissioners'  court.'* 

Jurisdiction  over  probate  matters  was  at  the  outset  delegated  to  the 
county  commissioners'  court.'*  By  act  of  the  next  General  Assembly,  it 
was  transferred  to  the  court  of  probate,*  consisting  in  each  county  of  one 
judge  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly.*^  As  a  result  of  the  substitu- 
tion in  1837  of  probate  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  judges  of  probate,*'' 
jurisdiction  over  probate  matters  for  the  first  time  was  placed  in  the  hands 
of  elected  officers.*^ 

The  county  court  was  the  creation  of  the  second  constitution,**  which 
also  made  circuit  judges  elected  officers.*^  With  regard  to  the  new  court, 
it  was  further  provided  by  law  that  it  should  be  held  in  each  county  by  a 
single  elected  officer,  the  county  judge.*"  Its  authority  was  extended  to 
jurisdiction  in  all  probate  matters,  and  to  such  jurisdiction  in  civil  and 
criminal  cases  as  might  be  conferred  by  the  General  Assembly.*'  In  pur- 
suance of  this  latter  provision,  the  county  court  was  first  given  the  same 
civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction  as  justices  of  the  peace;**  at  the  same  ses- 
sion of  the  General  Assembly,  however,  it  was  declared  that  county  judges 
when  exercising  this  jurisdiction,  acted  only  in  the  capacity  of  justices  of 
the  peace.*"  Until  the  next  constitutional  period,  the  county  court,  as 
such,  was  given  jurisdiction  only  in  a  limited  number  of  special  actions  ;** 

74.  L  1837,  p.   113;   L.   1838-39,   p.  155. 

75.  L.  1841,   p.   173. 

76.  L.   1819,   p.   185,    192,    195. 

77.  Ibid.,  p.  22. 

78.  R.  L.  1827,  p.  255,  256.  Since  1821,  however,  the  county  commissioners'  court  had  been  required 
to  establish  such  districts,  which  also  constituted  general  election  precincts  (L  1821,  p.  74).  For 
changes  in  the  statutory  limitations  of  this  power  of  the  court,  see  R.  L.  1827,  p.  255,  and 
R.  L.  1829,  p.  93. 

79.  L.   1819,   p.    223-33. 

80.  L  1821,  p.  121. 

81.  Ibid.,  p.  119.  The  Constitution  of  1818  (Art.  IV,  sec.  4)  had  also  designated  this  manner  of 
election  for  judges  of  all   inferior  courts. 

82.  L.  1837,  p.  176,  177. 

83.  The  Constitution  of  1818  (Art.  IV,  sec.  8)  had  reserved  to  the  General  Assembly  the  right  to  pre- 
scribe the  manner  of  appointment  of  justices  of  the  peace. 

84.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  1,  16. 

85.  Ibid.,  sec.  7,  35. 

86.  Ibid.,   sec.   17. 

87.  Ibid.,  Art.  V,  sec.  18. 

88.  L.  1849,  p.  65. 

89.  Ibid.,  Second  Sess.,  p.  15. 

90.  L.  1849,   p.  65,  66;   L  1853,   p.   103;   L.  1861,  p.   171,   172. 
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it  was  however,  considered  entitled  to  equal  jurisdiction  with  the  circuit 
court  over  naturalization."^  In  this  same  period,  provision  was  made  for 
increasing,  on  the  basis  of  population,  the  number  of  justices  of  the  peace 
to  be  elected  in  each  district.  In  Saline  County,  and  others  similarly  or- 
ganized, one  additional  justice  of  the  peace  is  now  elected  for  every  one 
thousand  inhabitants  exceeding  two  thousand  inhabitants  in  each  town." 

Provision  was  first  made  by  the  Constitution  of  1870  for  the  establish- 
ment by  the  General  Assembly  of  an  independent  probate  court  in  each 
county  having  a  population  of  more  than  fifty  thousand  inhabitants."*  As 
first  established  by  statute,  the  new  courts  were  to  be  formed  in  counties 
of  one  hundred  thousand  or  more  inhabitants."'  This  population  require- 
ment was  lowered  to  seventy  thousand  in  1881.*^  The  population  of  Sa- 
line County  not  having  reached  this  figure,  jurisdiction  over  probate  mat- 
ters has  continued  to  be  vested  in  the  county  court  in  accordance  with  con- 
stitutional provision  to  that  effect."*  The  county  court,  early  in  this  per- 
iod, was  given  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  the  circuit  court  in  appeals 
from  justices  of  the  peace;"'  its  original  jurisdiction  was  extended  to  be 
equal  with  that  of  the  circuit  court  in  all  that  class  of  cases  cognizable  by 
justices  of  the  peace'*  and  involving  in  controversy  sums  not  exceeding 
$500.""  In  1906,  however,  it  lost  its  naturalization  jurisdiction  since  it 
failed  to  meet  the  additional  requirement  of  Federal  legislation  that  it  pos- 
sess jurisdiction  at  law  without  limitation  upon  amounts  in  controversy.'"" 
The  present  constitution,  also,  for  the  first  time,  directed  the  manner  in 
which  the  General  Assembly  should  establish  judicial  circuits,  requiring 
that  circuits  be  formed  of  contiguous  counties  and  that  they  should  not  ex- 
ceed in  number  one  circuit  for  every  one  hundred  thousand  of  population 
of  the  state.""  At  present  there  are  eighteen  circuits  in  Illinois,  and  Sa- 
line County  is  attached  to  the  first  circuit."*^ 

Clerks  of  Courts 

The  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  under  the  Constitution  of  1818,  was  to  be 
appointed  by  a  majority  of  the  justices  of  that  court.'™  Since  1849,  how- 
ever, by  provisions  of  the  constitutions  of  1848  and  1870,  the  office  has  been 


91.  2   U.  S.  S.   L.  155. 

92.  L.  1854,  p.  30.  No  more  than  five  justices,  however,  may  be  elected  from  any  town  or  election 
precinct. 

93.  Constitution   of    1870,    Art.    VI,    sec.    20. 

94.  L.   1877,   p.   79,   80. 

95.  L.  1881,  p.  72.  In  1933,  the  act  of  1877  was  further  amended  to  make  the  establishment  of  an 
independent  probate  court  mandatory  in  counties  having  a  population  of  eighty-five  thousand  or  more, 
and  optional  in  counties  having  a  population  of  between  seventy  thousand  and  eighty-five  thousand 
(L  1933,   p.  458). 

96.  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.   18;   L   1877,   p.  80;    L   1881,  p.   72. 

97.  R.  S.  1874,  p.  340;  L.  1877,  p.  77;  L  1895,  p.  212,  223. 

98.  The  jurisdiction  of  justices  has  also  been  progressively  increased  during  this  period.  See  L.  1871-72, 
p.  524;  L.  1895,  p.  189,  190;  L.  1917,  p.  562,  563;  L  1929,  p.  541,  542. 

99.  L.  1871-72,  p.  325. 

100.  34   U.   S.   S.   L.   596. 

101.  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  VI,   sec.   13. 

102.  L   1933,  p.  436. 

103.  Constitution   of    1818,    Art.    IV,    sec.    6. 
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filled  by  election.^"*  The  office  of  clerk  of  the  county  court,  which  was  an 
independent  elective  office  under  the  second  constitution/"'^  is  now  filled  in 
an  ex-officio  capacity  by  the  county  clerk^°«  who  is  also  required  by  con- 
stitutional provision  to  be  elected.^"'  The  county  commissioners'  court, 
which  for  a  brief  period  held  jurisdiction  over  probate  matters,  had  its  own 
clerk  who  was  at  that  time  appointed  by  the  court.""*  Probate  judges  and 
justices  of  the  peace  who  subsequently  held  probate  jurisdiction,  were  re- 
quired to  act  as  their  own  clerks.^""  With  the  transfer  of  probate  juris- 
diicton  to  the  county  court,  the  clerk  of  the  county  court  was  required  to 
keep,  separately,  records  of  probate  proceedings  and  business.""  In  Sa- 
line County  where  the  county  court  still  retains  probate  jurisdiction,  the 
county  clerk  serves  it  in  these  matters  in  his  capacity  as  ex-officio  clerk 
of  the  county  court.'"  Justices  of  the  peace  hava  always  been  required 
to  keep  their  records  in  person."* 

Ministerial  Officers 

The  principal  ministerial  officer  of  all  courts  of  record  in  Illinois  coun- 
ties is  the  sheriff.  The  first  constitution  provided  that  the  sheriff  should 
be  elected."^  Later,  in  1827,  statutory  provision  was  made  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  deputies  by  the  principal  officer;"*  since  1870,  the  number  of 
deputies  that  the  sheriff  may  appoint  is  determined  by  rule  of  the  circuit 
court."^  The  ministerial  duties  of  the  sheriff  have  undergone  little  change 
in  more  than  one  hundred  years.  Essentially  he  is  to  attend,  in  person  or 
by  deputy,  all  courts  of  record  in  the  county,  obeying  the  orders  and  direc- 
tions of  the  court,  and  to  serve,  execute,  and  return  all  writs,  warrants, 
process,  orders,  and  decrees  legally  directed  to  hina."" 

The  coroner  was  originally  given  equal  power  with  the  sheriff  as  a 
ministerial  officer  of  the  courts."^  He  was  also  required  to  serve  all  pro- 
cess in  any  suit  in  which  the  sheriff  was  an  interested  party"*  and  to  per- 
form all  the  duties  of  the  sheriff  when  that  office  was  vacant.""  The  last 
two  functions  are  still  incumbent  upon  the  coroner.^ 


104.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  21,   29;   Constitution  of  1870,   Art.   X,   sec.  8. 

105.  Constitution  of   1848,    Art.  V,   sec.    19. 

106.  R.    S.   1874,   p.    260. 

107.  Constitution  of  1870,   Art.   X,   sec.   8. 

108.  L  1819,  p.  175. 

109.  L.  1821,  p.  119,  120;  L.  1337,  p.  177,  178. 

110.  L.  1849,  p.  66. 

111.  R.  S.  1874,  p.  260. 

112.  L.  1819,  p.  185-97  (no  specific  record-keeping  requirement  listed  among  general  duties  of  justices), 
326  (establishing  fees  to  be  paid  justices  for  keeping  records);  R.  L.  1827,  p.  260  (becomes  definite 
provision  for  justices  to  keep  own  records);  L.  1895,  p.  221,  222. 

113.  Constitution  of  1818,   Art.    Ill,   sec.   11. 

114.  R.   L.   1827,   p.   373. 

115.  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,   sec.   9. 

116.  L.  1819,  p.  Ill;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  990,  991. 

117.  L.  1819,  p.  111. 

118.  L.  1821,  p.  20-23. 

119.  R.  L.  1827,  p.  372,  373. 

120.  R.  S.  1874,  p.  282.  Despite  the  absence  from  the  present  law  of  statutory  provision  for  the  coroner 
to  serve  process  originally  directed  to  him  (R.  S.  1874,  p.  281,  282),  the  courts  have  held  that  he 
may  so  do,  an  emergency  being  presumed  to  exist  without  need  for  the  process  to  recite  reason  for 
its  issuance  to  the  coroner  (20   III.  185;  57   III.  268). 
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Justices  of  the  peace  are  served  similarly  in  a  ministerial  capacity  by 
constables.  Not  until  1870  was  the  office  of  constable  g^iven  constitutional 
recognition;'-'^  at  its  creation  by  the  first  General  Assembly,  the  county 
commissioners'  court  was  empowered  to  appoint  one  or  more  constables 
in  each  township;^-  in  1827  it  was  provided  that  two  constables  should  be 
elected  in  each  justice  of  the  peace  district.'^  Since  that  date,  subsequent 
legislation  has  grouped  justices  of  the  peace  and  constables  in  all  provi- 
sions regarding  their  election."*  Constables,  like  sheriffs  and  coroners, 
have  always  been  required  to  serve  and  execute  all  process  legally  directed 
to  them;'^  process  issuing  from  a  justice  of  the  peace  court,  however,  may 
be  directed  only  to  some  constable  of  the  same  county.'-"^ 


Prosecutions 

The  duty  of  the  present  state's  attorney  to  prosecute  and  defend  all 
actions,  civil  or  criminal,  involving  the  county,  the  people,  or  officers  of 
the  state  or  county,^  was  incumbent  originally  upon  the  circuit  attor- 
ney.'-* In  1827  this  officer  was  replaced  by  the  state's  attorney.'^  Also 
in  effect  from  an  early  date  is  the  officer's  other  major  duty,  apart  from 
the  enforcement  of  law,'*  of  giving  opinions  on  any  questions  of  law  re- 
lating to  criminal  or  other  matters  in  which  the  people  of  the  county  may 
be  concerned.'^' 

The  office  of  circuit  attorney  and  early  state's  attorney,  which  existed 
solely  by  statutory  provision,"^  were  appointive  by  the  Governor  until 
1835,'^  and  thereafter  by  the  General  Assembly."*  The  second  constitu- 
tion provided  for  an  elected  state's  attorney;''^  since  each  judicial  circuit 
was  an  elective  district  for  this  purpose,  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the 
new  officer  remained  the  same  as  that  of  the  former  officer.  Not  until 
the  adoption  of  the  present  constitution  was  provision  made  for  the  elec- 
tion of  a  separate  state's  attorney  in  each  county.'^' 


121.  Constitution  of  1870,   Art.   VI,   sec.   21. 

122.  L   1819,   p.   162. 

123.  R.   L.  1827,   p.  258. 

124.  See  Courts,  p.  66. 

125.  L  1819,  p.  162,  163;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  400. 

126.  L.  1819,  p.  186;  R.  S.  1845,  p.  317;  L  1871-72,  p.  525;  L  1895,  p.  191,  193;  L.  1937,  p.  900. 
Similarly,  process  issuing  from  courts  of  record  is  required  to  be  directed  to  the  sheriff  or,  under  certain 
conditions  noted  (footnotes  117,  118,  119),  to  the  coroner  (R.  S.  1845,  p.  413;  L.  1871-72,  p.  338; 
L  1907,  p.  444,  445;  L.  1933,  p.  786;  L.  1937,  p.  989). 

127.  R.  S.  1874,  p.  173,  174. 

128.  L.  1819,  p.  204;  L.  1825,  p.  178,  179. 

129.  L  1827,  p.  79,  80. 

130.  See  Enforcement  of  Law,  p.  71. 

131.  R.  S.  1845,  p.  76;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  174. 

132.  L.  1819,  p.  204-6. 

133.  Ibid.,  p.  204. 

134.  L.  1835,  p.  44. 

135.  Constitution   of   1848,   Art.   V,   sec.   21. 

136.  Ibid.,  sec.  28. 

137.  Constitution  of  1870,   Art.  VI,   sec.   22. 
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Inquest 

The  holding  of  inquests,  one  of  the  duties  of  the  coroner  in  Illinois 
counties,  is  also  a  part  of  the  administration  of  justice.  The  office  of 
coroner  was  created  by  the  first  constitution  and  required  to  be  filled  by 
election ;''^  the  statutory  provisions  concerning  the  inquest  function  have 
not  changed  substantially  since  their  enactment  by  the  second  General  As- 
sembly.^'^  The  coroner,  when  informed  of  the  body  of  any  person  being 
found  dead,  supposedly  by  violence,  casualty,  or  undue  means,  is  required 
to  summon  a  jury  to  inquire  how,  in  what  manner,  and  by  whom  or  what, 
death  was  caused;  testimony  of  witnesses  is  taken;  witnesses  whose  evi- 
dence implicates  any  person  as  the  unlawful  slayer  of  the  deceased  are 
bound  over  to  the  circuit  court;  the  verdict  of  the  jury  is  returned  to  the 
clerk  of  that  court."" 

The  verdict  of  the  coroner's  jury,  however,  is  not  generally  admissible 
in  evidence;"^  additionally,  it  is  not  held  to  be  prima  facie  proof  of  matters 
stated  therein  with  regard  to  the  cause  and  manner  of  death  ;"=  its  essen- 
tial nature,  therefore,  is  that  of  a  finding  of  facts  upon  the  basis  of  which 
the  coroner  may  be  led  to  discharge  his  collateral  duty  to  apprehend  and 
commit  to  jail  any  person  implicated  by  the  inquest  as  the  unlawful  slayer 
of  the  deceased.^*^  To  this  extent,  the  coroner's  inquest  duties  overlap  his 
function  as  an  officer  for  the  enforcement  of  law. 

Enforcement  of  Law 

Sheriffs,  coroners,  and  constables  have  always  been  charged  equally 
with  keeping  the  peace  and  apprehending  all  offenders  against  the  law."* 
The  state's  attorney's  powers  as  an  officer  for  the  enforcement  of  law  orig- 
inally derive  by  implication  from  another  duty;"''  the  gathering  of  evidence 
and  the  apprehension  of  offenders  is  necessarily  involved  in  commencing 
and  prosecuting  actions  in  which  the  people  of  the  state  or  county  are  con- 
cerned."" In  relatively  recent  years,  however,  the  state's  attorney  has 
been  given  more  specific  statutory  powers  to  enforce  laws  and  to  investi- 
gate violations  and  secure  necessary  evidence  thereof.""  But  at  any  time 
the  effective  spheres  of  authority  of  law  enforcement  officers  have  been 
determined  less  by  statutory  provisions  than  by  local  conditions  and  indi- 
vidual circumstances. 


138.  Constitution  of  1818,   Art.    Ill,   sec.   11. 

139.  Cf.  L  1821,  p,  22-24;  R.  S.  1845,  p.  517,  518;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  282-81;  R.  S.  1937,  p.  780-82. 

140.  L.  1821,  p.  24,  25;  R.  S.  1845,  p.  518;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  284;  L.  1879,  p.  82;  L.  1907,  p.  213; 
L.  1919,  p.  403,  404;  L.  1931,  p.  388,  389. 

141.  46  N.  W.  872.  It  is,  however,  held  to  be  proper  practice  to  offer,  in  cross-examination  witnesses 
sought  to  be  impeached,  excerpts  from  transcripts  of  testimony  taken  at  the  inquest  (189  III.  App.  556; 
211   III.  App.  474). 

142.  201    III.    App.    287. 

143.  L.  1821,  p.  25;  R.  S.  1845,  p.  518;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  283,  284. 

144.  L.  1819,  p.  Ill,  162,  163;  R.  S.  1845,  p.  328,  515;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  400,  990. 

145.  See  Prosecutions,   p.  70. 

146.  L   1819,    p.   204;    R.    S.   1845,    p.   76. 

147.  L.  1885,  p.  3;  L  1907,  p.  268;  L.  1913,  p.  395;  L.  1915,  p.  368;  L.  1927,  p.  33. 
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EDUCATION 


The  act  of  Congress  providing  for  the  creation  and  admission  of  the 
State  of  Illinois  to  the  Union  set  aside  section  sixteen  of  every  township 
for  the  use  of  schools.""  The  first  state  legislation  on  the  subject  was 
concerned  only  with  the  establishment  of  school  districts  and  the  sale  or 
leasing  of  school  land  to  provide  necessary  funds,  for  which  purposes  three 
trustees  of  school  lands  were  appointed  in  each  township  by  the  county 
commissioners'  court.'" 

In  1825,  however,  with  a  common  school  system  in  operation,  provi- 
sion was  made  for  its  educational  as  well  as  financial  administration. 
Three  elected  officers,  known  as  township  school  trustees,  were  charged  in 
each  township  with  superintending  schools,  examining  and  employing 
teachers,  leasing  all  land  belonging  to  the  district,  and  reporting  annually 
to  the  county  commissioners'  court;  this  report,  however,  was  limited  to 
such  matters  as  were  concerned  in  the  financial  administration  of  the 
schools.'™  In  1827  the  county  commissioners'  court  was  again  empowered 
to  appoint  trustees  of  school  lands,  but  despite  the  use  of  the  earlier,  more 
limited  title,  these  officers  were  charged  with  all  the  duties  of  the  foiTner 
township  school  trustees.'^'  The  creation  of  the  office  of  county  school 
commissioner  in  1829  brought  a  new  element  into  the  complex  situation. 
The  commissioner  was  at  first  given  limited  duties  with  regard  to  the  sale 
of  school  lands  and  the  management  of  school  funds; '""^  his  subsequent  gains 
in  this  respect  at  the  expense  of  the  township  trustees  foreshadowed  the 
demarcation  of  spheres  of  authority  that  was  made  in  1847."^  In  the  in- 
terim, the  school  commissioner,  who  had  first  been  appointed  by  the  coun- 
ty commissioners'  court,'^^  became  an  elected  officer ;''^"'  in  such  townships 
as  elected  to  incorporate  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  and  supporting 
schools,  township  trustees  also  became  elected  officers  and  were  there  de- 
nominated trustees  of  schools.^ 

The  situation  created  by  the  legislation  of  1847  in  certain  respects  has 
not  since  been  substantially  altered.  In  all  counties,  township  trustees 
became,  and  are  still,  elected  officers,  styled  township  school  trustees. 
The  relative  authority  of  the  officer  of  the  county'"''*  and  of  officers  of  the 
township  with  regard  to  financial  administration  was  fixed  essentially  as 
at  present.""      Moreover,  township  trustees  lost  practically  all  their  former 


148.  3  U.  S.  S.  L.  428. 

149.  L.  1819,  p.  107,  108. 

150.  L.  1825,  p.  121,  122. 

151.  R.  L  1827,  p.  366-70. 

152.  R.  L.  1829,  p.  150-54. 

153.  Cf.  L.  1831,  p.  176;  L.  1841,  p.  275-79. 

154.  R.  L  1829,  p.  150. 

155.  L.  1841,  p.  261,  262. 

156.  Ibid.,  p.  273,  274.  In  unincorporated  townships,  trustees  continued  to  be  appointed  by  the  county 
commissioners'  court  (Ibid.,   p.   259,   260). 

157.  L.  1847,   p.   126;   L  1909,   p.   350. 

158.  The  subsequent  substitution  of  an  independent  elected  superintendent  of  schools  for  the  school  com- 
missioner who  had  additionally  been  ex-officio  superintendent  (see  footnote  162),  was  only  a  change 
in  the   legal  status  of  the  officer  of  the  county  and  had   no  further  impcrt. 

159.  L.   1847,   p.   123,   124,   128,   129;   L   1909,   p.   351-54;    L   1927,   p.   794,   795. 
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duties  with  regard  to  matters  purely  educational  as  a  result  of  a  develop- 
ment that  occurred  in  1845. 

It  was  at  that  time  that  the  county  first  entered  into  the  actual  ad- 
ministration of  education  with  the  creation  of  the  office  of  superintendent 
of  schools.^""  Filled  at  first  by  the  school  commissioner  in  an  ex-officio 
capacity,"^  it  quickly  absorbed  most  of  the  functions  of  township  trustees 
with  regard  to  the  advancement  of  education {^"^  later,  the  office  came  to  be 
filled  by  election^"^  and  completely  absorbed  that  of  school  commissioner. ^"^ 
In  the  new  field  of  county  administration  of  education,  the  superintendent's 
duties  remained  constant  through  his  change  in  legal  status,  requiring  him 
to  visit  all  the  townships  in  his  county  and  inquire  into  the  condition  and 
manner  of  conducting  their  schools,  to  examine  persons  proposing  to  teach 
school,  to  grant  certificates  to  persons  qualified  to  teach  in  schools,  and 
to  report  to  the  county  board  on  all  his  acts  relating  to  the  management 
of  school  funda  and  lands.^"^  Subsequent  legislation  has  enlarged  the 
scope  of  this  phase  of  the  superintendent's  functions,  but  it  is  in  his  role 
as  an  agent  of  state  supervision  that  he  has  been  charged  with  numerous 
duties  of  a  new  character. ^^ 

The  authority  of  the  state  with  regard  to  education,  first  manifested 
in  1845,  has,  like  that  of  the  county,  been  extended  beyond  its  original 
bounds.  Originally  the  county  superintendent  was  required  only  to  com- 
municate to  the  State  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools^""  information 
concerning  the  schools  in  his  county .^"^  Today,  as  a  consequence  of  the 
state's  increasing  intervention  in  matters  of  public  health  and  safety,  the 
county  superintendent  is  required  to  inspect,  with  regard  to  specifications, 
plans  submitted  to  him  for  the  heating,  ventilation,  lighting,  etc.,  of  public 
school  rooms  and  buildings;  to  visit  and  notice  such  public  school  build- 
ings which  appear  to  him  to  be  unsafe,  insanitary,  or  otherwise  unfit  for 
occupancy;  and  to  request  the  Department  of  Public  Health,^""  the  state  fire 
marshal,  or  the  state  architect  to  inspect  such  buildings,  and  issue  reports 
upon  which  condemnation  proceedings  can  be  based.™ 


160.  R.   S.   1845,   p.   498. 

161.  Ibid. 

162.  R.  S.  1845,  p.  497-503.  Cf.  L.  1825,  p.  121,  122;  R.  L.  1827,  p.  366-70;  L  1831,  p.  173; 
L.  1841,  p.  270,  275,  276,  279.  The  only  duty  of  this  category  that  was  left  to  township  trustees 
in  the  laws  of  1847  concerned  the  examination  of  prospective  teachers  and  the  issuance  of  certificates 
where  merited  (L.  1847,  p.   130). 

163.  L.  1865,  p.  112. 

164.  Ibid.,   p.   112,   113. 

165.  R.  S.  1845,  p.  498-501.  Cf.  L.  1847,  p.  121-25;  L  1857,  p.  261-65,  278,  279,  296,  297; 
L.  1861,  p.  190,  191;  L  1865,  p.  114,  119-21. 

166.  L.  1909,  p.  347-50;  L.  1915,  p.  636-38. 

167.  The  Secretary  of  State  in  ex-officio  capacity  (L.  1845,  p.  52).  In  1854  the  office  became  Inde- 
pendent, filled  by  election,  and  known  as  that  of  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  (L  1854,  p.  13), 
which  is  its  present  status  (L.  1909,  p.  343). 

168.  L.  1845,   p.  54. 

169.  Prior  to  1917,  the  rights,  powers,  and  duties  of  this  department  were  vested  in  the  State  Board  of 
Health,  abolished   in  that  year  (L.  1917,   p.  4,   17,   27,  28). 

170.  L   1915,    p.   637-40. 
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For  the  function  of  making  legal  record  of  written  instruments,  the 
first  General  Assembly  established  the  office  of  recorder.'"'  Originally 
appointed  by  the  Governor.i'^  ^he  recorder  was  required  to  be  elected  after 
1835.'"^  The  second  constitution  made  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court^"*  ex- 
officio  recorder  in  all  counties;'"'  the  present  constitution  continued  the 
earlier  provision  in  counties  of  under  sixty  thousand  population  and  pro- 
vided for  the  election  of  a  recorder  in  counties  of  that  population  or 
more.^""  As  Saline  County  never  met  the  population  requirement,  the 
clerk  of  the  circuit  court  has  continued  to  fulfill  the  duties  of  recorder. 

The  basic  duty  of  the  recorder,  to  record  at  length  and  in  the  order  of 
their  receipt  all  instruments  in  writing,  has  remained  essentially  un- 
changed; legislation  has  been  directed  toward  the  extension  of  categories 
of  instruments  entitled  to  be  recorded.'"  Conveyances  of  title  to  land,  a 
major  category  of  such  records,  frequently  involve  another  county  officer, 
the  surveyor.  Established  by  the  second  General  Assembly,  the  office  of 
surveyor  was  at  first  filled  by  appointment  by  that  body,'"'*  later  by  elec- 
tion."" In  1936  the  surveyor  again  became  an  appointed  officer,  with  the 
power  of  appointment  delegated  to  the  county  board. "^  His  duty  to  per- 
form all  surveys  he  may  be  called  on  to  make  within  his  county  has  under- 
gone only  minor  change,  but  its  importance  has  declined;  the  acts  of  any 
surveyor,  properly  acknowledged  and  certified,  have  equal  standing  before 
the  law  with  those  of  the  county  surveyor;  no  maps  or  plats  have  any  legal 
effect  unless  recorded  by  the  recorder.^^ 

PUBLIC  WORKS 
Roads  and  Bridges 

Public  roads  and  bridges  were  first  under  the  superintendence  of  the 
county  commissioners'  court  which  was  authorized  to  locate  new  roads  and 
alter  or  vacate  existing  roads.^®^  The  act  providing  for  such  superintend- 
ence empowered  the  commissioners  to  appoint  freeholders  in  each  town- 
ship to  act  as  supervisors,  each  appointment  to  be  for  a  one-year  period. 
New  roads  were  to  be  opened  by  the  county  commissioners'  court  upon  pe- 
tition of  residents  of  the  county  and  a  favorable  report  from  the  road  view- 
ers and  surveyor.       A  few  years  later  the  county  commissioners  were  au- 


171.  L  1819,  p.  18-20. 

172.  Ibid.,   p.   19. 

173.  L.  1835,   p.   166. 

174.  An  elected  officer;  see  Clerks  of  Courts,  p.  68. 

175.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  19;  L.  1849,   p.  64. 

176.  Constitution  of  1870,   Art.   X,   sec.   8;   R.   S.   1874,   p.   833. 

177.  L.  1819,  p.  18,  20;  R.  L.  1829,  p.  117,  118;  R.  L  1833,  p.  511;  R.  S.  1845,  p.  305,  431,  432, 
606;  L.  1851,  p.  80;  L  1859,  p.  124;  L.  1869,  p.  2;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  833,  834;  L.  1921,  p.  756, 
757;   L.   1925,   p.   520-22. 

178.  L   1821,  p.  62. 

179.  L  1835,  p.  166. 

180.  L.   1935,   p.   1104.      Provision  effective   in   1936. 

181.  R.  L.  1829,  p.  173;  R.  L.  1833,  p.  511;  L  1845,  p.  201;  L  1869,  p.  241,  242;  R.  S.  1874, 
p.  1050,  1051;  L  1901,  p.  307,  308;  L.  1915,  p.  575. 

182.  L.  1819,  p.  333. 
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thorized  to  divide  the  county  into  road  districts  and  to  appoint  annually 
one  supervisor  to  serve  in  each  district.'*'  With  a  change  in  the  county 
administrative  body  under  the  second  constitution,  the  county  court  was 
granted  supervision  and  control  over  public  roads,'***  but  the  care  and  super- 
intendence of  roads  and  bridges  in  counties  electing  the  township  form  of 
government  were  granted  to  the  commissioners  of  highways,  elected  an- 
nually in  each  town.'*^  The  commissioners  divided  the  town  into  road  dis- 
tricts, and  overseers  of  highways  in  each  district  were  to  repair  the  roads 
and  carry  out  orders  of  the  commissioners.  In  counties  not  electing  the 
township  form,  the  system  of  road  districts  was  continued.'""  Saline 
County  did  not  adopt  township  organization  until  1890,'*"  and  the  super- 
vision, control,  and  maintenance  of  roads,  highways,  and  bridges  during 
the  second  constitutional  period  were  vested  in  the  county  court  and  the 
road  district  supervisors.  In  1913  the  State  Highway  Department  was 
established,  and  provision  was  made  for  the  appointment  by  the  county 
board  of  a  county  superintendent  of  highways.'^  The  entire  system  was 
centralized  by  subjecting  the  covmty  superintendent  to  the  rules  and  regu- 
lations of  the  state  highway  commissioner  and  by  requiring  candidates  for 
county  superintendent  to  be  approved  by  the  state  commissioner  before 
appointment  by  the  county  board.  The  term  of  office  of  the  county  super- 
intendent was  set  at  six  years,  and  his  salary  was  to  be  fixed  by  the  coun- 
ty board.  A  board  of  highway  commissioners  was  set  up  in  each  township 
to  superintend  matters  relating  to  roads  and  bridges.  Although  the 
county  superintendent  was  to  act  on  behalf  of  the  county  in  regard  to  roads 
and  bridges,  and  although  he  was  subject  to  removal  by  the  county  board, 
he  was  regarded  as  a  deputy  of  the  state  highway  engineer,  subject  to  his 
directions.  This  indicates  the  intention  of  the  legislature  to  unify  the  en- 
tire state  system  of  roads  and  bridges.  In  1917  the  Department  of  Pub- 
lic Works  and  Buildings  assumed  the  rights,  powers,  and  duties  vested  in 
the  State  Highway  Department,'""  but  the  county  organization  has  remain- 
ed essentially  the  same  since  1913. 

Public  Buildings 

The  county  is  given  the  power  to  hold,  own,  and  convey  real  estate  for 
county  purposes.'^  This  power  is  exercised  by  the  county  board  which  is 
charged  with  the  care  and  custody  of  all  the  real  and  personal  property 
owned  by  the  county.  Throughout  the  period  of  statehood  it  has  been 
provided  that  a  courthouse  and  jail  be  erected  in  each  county,""  and  that 
the   sheriff   of  each   county  be    charged  with   custody  of  such  buildings.'** 


183.  L  1825,  p.  130. 

184.  L  1849,  p.  65;  L.  1851,  p.  179. 

185.  L.  1849,  p.  212. 

186.  L.  1847,  p.  111-13;  L.  1849,  p.  65,  212,  213;  L  1851,  p.  64,  179. 

187.  From  1874  to  1890  when  Saline  County  was  governed  by  the  board  of  county  commissioners,  the 
supervision  of  highways,  roads,  and  bridges  was  vested  in  the  board  and  the  maintenance  and  super- 
intendence was  intrusted  to  three  highway  commissioners  elected  in  each  road  district  for  a  term  of 
three  years.     (Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  6;   L.  1871-72,  p.  679,  680;   L.  1873-74,  p.  79). 

188.  L  1913,  p.  521-25,  537-46. 

189.  L.  1913,  p.  524,  525,  538,  542-44;  L  1917,  p.  24;  L.  1921,  p.  780-86;  L.  1933,  p.  961. 

190.  R.  S.  1874,  p.  306. 

191.  L.  1819,  p.  237,  238;  R.  S.  1845,  p.  135;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  307,  308. 

192.  L  1819,  p.  Ill,  112;  R.  L  1827,  p.  246,  247,  372;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  990. 
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The  county  is  further  empowered  to  erect  buildings  for  a  county  hospital, 
workhouse,  tuberculosis  sanitarium,  and  other  county  needs.'*^' 

The  county  superintendent  of  schools  is  charged  with  the  inspection  of 
plans  and  specifications  for  public  school  rooms  and  buildings;  and  the  ap- 
proval of  only  those  which  comply  with  the  specifications  prepared  by  the 
State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction.^"'  He  is  also  to  request  the 
Department  of  Public  Health, >'*'>  the  state  fire  marshal,  or  the  state  archi- 
tect to  inspect  public  school  buildings  which  appear  to  be  unsafe,  insani- 
tary, or  unfit  for  occupancy.  Upon  receipt  of  an  unfavorable  report  from 
these  officials,  the  county  superintendent  is  to  condemn  the  building  and 
notify  the  board  of  directors  or  board  of  education,  and  the  board  of  school 
trustees. 

Drainage 

In  1850  an  act  of  Congress  provided  for  the  granting  of  swamp  and 
overflowed  lands  to  various  states.^'"  The  land  so  granted  to  Illinois  was 
turned  over  to  the  counties  in  1852  to  be  reclaimed  by  drainage  and  used 
for  county  purposes.^*^  Such  lands  were  to  be  under  the  care  and  super- 
intendence of  the  county  court  which  was  to  appoint  a  "Drainage  Commis- 
sioner" to  conduct  the  sales  of  such  lands.  The  county  surveyor  was  to 
prepare  plats  of  the  swamp  lands  and  return  such  plats  to  the  clerk  of  the 
county  court,  whereupon  the  court  fixed  the  valuation  upon  each  tract. 
The  purchasers  of  these  tracts  were  given  a  certificate  by  the  drainage 
commissioner,  and  a  deed  was  later  executed  by  the  county  court.  The 
court  was  to  sell  only  enough  swamp  lands  to  insure  reclamation  of  all  such 
land,  any  balance  to  be  granted  to  the  several  townships  to  be  used  for 
educational  purposes.  At  the  discretion  of  the  county,  such  balance  could 
also  to  be  used  for  the  construction  of  roads  or  bridges,  or  for  other  public 
works. 

In  1865  the  commissioners  of  highways  in  each  town  became  ex-officio 
boards  of  drainage  commissioners.^**  Where  a  proposed  drain  ran  through 
more  than  one  town  the  commissioners  of  all  the  towns  affected  made  up 
the  board  of  drainage  commissioners.^*"  In  1879  drainage  construction  by 
special  assessment  was  handled  by  the  drainage  commissioners,  a  body 
corporate  and  politic  composed  of  commissioners  of  highways.*^ 

Provision  was  first  made  for  the  organization  of  drainage  districts  for 
agricultural,  sanitary,  and  mining  purposes  in  1879.  Petitions  were  to  be 
filed  with  the  county  clerk  and  hearings  on  the  same  were  to  be  had  before 
the  county  court.  When  the  court  found  in  favor  of  the  petitioners,  it 
appointed  three  disinterested  persons  as  commissioners  to  lay  out  and  con- 


193.  R.  S.  1874,  p.  307;  L  1909,  p.  163;  L  1911,  p.  246. 

194.  L.  1915,  p.  637-40. 

195.  Created  in  1917  to  supplant  the  SUte  Board  of  Health  abolished  in  that  year  (L.  1917,  p.  4,  17,  27). 

196.  U.  S.  S.  L.  519. 

197.  L  1852,  p.  178. 

198.  L.  1865,  p.  50. 

199.  L.  1867,  p.  91,  92. 

200.  L  1879,  p.  142. 
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struct  the  work.  Petitions  for  the  construction  of  drains  to  cost  less  than 
$5,000  were  to  be  presented  to  justices  of  the  peace,  if  the  petitioners  so 
elected,  and  the  commissioners  of  highways  were  to  perform  the  duties  of 
drainage  commissioners  in  such  cases.-""'  In  1885  this  law  was  amended 
to  include  drains  costing  less  than  $2,000  and  provided  for  the  appointment 
of  three  residents  as  commissioners.^- 

PUBLIC  SERVICES 

Public  Health 

The  State  Department  of  Public  Health,  created  in  igiT.^""  is  charged 
with  general  supervision  of  the  health  and  lives  of  the  people  of  the  state. 
In  conformance  with  this  legislative  order  it  is  empowered  to  supervise, 
aid,  direct,  and  assist  local  health  authorities  or  agencies  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  health  laws.  Public  health  districts  may  be  organized  along 
subcounty  lines  with  a  board  of  health  in  each.  The  names  of  such  dis- 
tricts are  to  be  filed  with  the  county  clerk  to  complete  their  organization. 
Annually,  each  board  of  health  certifies  to  the  county  clerk  the  rate  of  a 
public  health  tax  to  be  levied  in  each  district,  the  clerk  being  responsible 
for  setting  out  the  proper  taxes  upon  the  warrant  books  and  transmitting 
them  to  the  collector  as  provided  for  in  regard  to  other  taxes.^* 

Control  of  the  state  health  department  over  lodging  houses,  boarding 
houses,  taverns,  inns,  and  hotels  is  effected  through  the  county  clerk,  the 
proprietors  of  such  establishments  being  required  to  file  with  the  clerk  an 
annual  statement  containing  details  as  to  sleeping  accommodations  for 
guests. =""  The  clerk  is  also  required  to  report  annually  to  the  state  health 
department  the  names  and  addresses  of  township  officials.™" 

Mosquito  abatement  districts  are  organized  upon  petition  to  the  county 
judge  of  the  county  in  which  such  territory  lies,  such  petitions  being  filed 
with  the  county  clerk.  If,  after  hearing,  the  county  judge  determines 
that  the  organization  of  a  district  is  necessary,  the  question  is  submitted 
to  the  residents  of  the  territory  at  a  special  election.  The  judges  of  elec- 
tion make  return  to  the  county  judge,  and  the  results  are  entered  upon  the 
records  of  the  county  court.  A  majority  of  the  votes  favoring  it,  a  mos- 
quito abatement  district  is  thereupon  organized.=°^ 

County  officials  also  enter  into  the  state's  control  of  public  swimming 
pools.  When  a  representative  of  the  State  Department  of  Public  Health 
finds  conditions  that  warrant  the  closing  of  such  a  pool,  the  owner  of  the 
pool  and  the  sheriff  and  state's  attorney  of  the  county  are  notified  to  that 
effect,  it  being  the  duty  of  these  officers  to  enforce  such  notices.^* 


201. 

L.  1879,  p.  120. 

202. 

L.  1885,  p.  130,  131. 

203. 

L.  1917,  p.  4. 

204. 

Ibid.,  p.  27,  28,  763,  765, 

767,  768, 

205. 

L.  1901,  p.  305. 

206. 

L.  1923,  p.  480. 

207. 

L.  1927,  p.  694. 

208. 

L.  1931,  p.  735,  736. 
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"Vital  Statistics 

The  State  Department  of  Public  Health  has  charge  of  the  registration 
of  births,  stillbirths,  and  deaths  throughout  the  state.=**"  To  effect  proper 
control  of  this  matter  the  state  is  divided  into  vital  statistics  registration 
districts  which,  in  Saline  County,  are  identical  with  the  townships.  The 
township  clerk  acts  as  the  local  registrar  in  these  districts  and  receives 
certificates  of  births  and  deaths  occurring  in  the  district.  Burial  permits 
are  issued  by  the  registrar  and  are  later  returned  to  him  for  filing. 

The  local  regfistrar  is  required  to  deposit  monthly  with  the  county 
clerk  a  complete  set  of  records  of  births,  stillbirths,  and  deaths  registered 
during  the  month,  and  the  clerk  is  charged  with  binding  and  indexing,  or 
recording,  and  safekeeping  of  such  records.  The  original  certificates  are 
sent  monthly  by  the  local  reg^istrars  to  the  state  health  department  which 
certifies  annually  to  the  county  clerk  the  number  of  births,  stillbirths,  and 
deaths  registered  in  the  county. 

The  county  board  is  to  appropriate  money  for  the  pajnuent  of  the  lo- 
cal registrars'  fees.  Such  amounts  are  charges  against  the  county,  and 
the  county  clerk  is  required  to  issue  warrants  on  the  county  treasurer  for 
the  amount  of  the  fees  payable  to  the  registrars. 

The  county  also  enters  into  the  enforcement  phase  of  this  matter. 
The  state  health  department  reports  cases  of  violation  of  any  provisions  of 
the  act  relating  to  registration  to  the  state's  attorney  who  is  to  initiate 
and  follow  up  court  proceedings  against  violators. 

Public  Assistance 

Public  assistance  is  administered  through  the  services  of  the  county 
department  of  public  welfare,  the  county  home,  the  blind  examiner,  the 
probation  officers,  the  county  clerk,  and  the  county  board. 

The  county  department  of  public  welfare  is  headed  by  a  superintendent 
appointed  by  the  county  board  after  approval  by  the  State  Department  of 
Public  Welfare.""  He  assists  the  state  department  in  the  operation  of 
welfare  plans  and  policies  within  the  county  and  has  charge  of  the  admin- 
istration of  old  age  assistance.'^"  In  this  latter  regard  the  county  depart- 
ment acts  merely  as  the  agent  of  the  state  department,  investigating  ap- 
plicants and  reporting  results. 

The  county  home  is  an  establishment  for  the  maintenance  and  care  of 
indigents.  Its  management  and  finances  are  provided  by  the  county 
board.='=  Blind  assistance  is  administered  in  the  county  through  appro- 
priations by  the  county  board  together  with  state  funds.  An  examiner  of 
the  blind,  appointed  by  the  county  board,  examines  all  applicants  referred 
to    him  by  the   county  clerk.-"      The  county   court  has  jurisdiction  in  the 


209.  L.  1915,  p.  660-70. 

210.  L.  1937,  p.  451,  452. 

211.  L  1935-36,  First  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  54-61,  72;  L.  1937,  p.  265-70,  452. 

212.  L.  1935,  p.  1057. 

213.  L.  1903,  p.  138;  L  1915,  p.  256,  257;  L  1935,  p.  264,  265. 
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administration  of  the  mothers'  pension  fund.  A  probation  officer,  an  ap- 
pointee of  the  court  for  this  purpose,  investigates  and  visits  cases  of  indi- 
gent mothers  who  are  entitled  to  benefit.^" 

COORDINATION  OF  FUNCTIONS 

From  the  foregoing  discussion  of  functions  of  the  county  government 
it  is  apparent  that  the  county  plays  a  dual  role,  that  of  a  body  politic  and 
that  of  an  agent  of  the  state.  In  its  first  capacity  the  county,  through  its 
officials,  is  capable  of  suing  and  being  sued,  purchasing,  holding,  and  sell- 
ing property,  making  contracts,  and  raising  revenue  for  its  proper  opera- 
tion. As  a  state  agent  it  fits  into  a  state-wide  program  on  various  mat- 
ters of  public  concern,  acting  under  the  supervision  and  control  of  the  state 
and  coordinating  of  the  activities  of  subcounty  agencies  and  officials. 

Coordination  of  county  activities  is  effected  chiefly  through  the  county 
clerk.  An  illustration  of  this  is  the  part  this  official  plays  in  the  election 
procedure.  He  notifies  the  judges  and  clerks  of  elections  of  their  appoint- 
ments, supplies  them  with  blanks  and  poll  books,  receives  copies  of  regis- 
ters of  voters,  issues  notices  of  election,  receives  and  preserves  returns, 
canvasses  votes  with  the  assistance  of  two  justices  of  the  peace  and  re- 
tains the  abstracts,  transmits  copies  of  election  returns  and  abstracts  of 
votes  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  issues  certificates  of  election. 

RECORDS  SYSTEM 

County  records  in  the  State  of  Illinois  have  suffered  from  the  lack  of 
an  adequate  program  of  legislation  designed  to  secure  uniformity  in  re- 
cordation and  to  insure  the  proper  care  of  those  documents  which  have 
permanent  value.  However,  from  the  inception  of  statehood,  some  effort 
has  been  made  to  coordinate  the  records  systems  of  the  several  counties  and 
to  preserve  their  archives. 

In  attempting  to  establish  state-wide  uniformity  among  counties,  the 
General  Assembly  has  at  times  provided  detailed  descriptions  of  required 
records  and  in  many  instances  has  supplied  the  very  forms  to  be  used.  Laws 
relating  to  the  duties  and  powers  of  county  officers  usually  contained  some 
such  provisions.  Thus,  in  1819,  the  recorder  of  the  county  was  ordered  to 
supply  "parchment  or  good  large  books,  of  royal  or  other  large  paper,  well 
bound  and  covered"  wherein  to  record  all  deeds  and  conveyances  brought 
to  him  for  that  purpose.  He  was  also  to  keep  a  fair  book  in  which  to 
enter  every  deed  or  writing  to  be  recorded,  noting  the  date,  the  parties,  and 
the  place  where  the  lands  were  situated,  such  entries  to  be  made  according 
to  priority  of  time.^^^'^  In  1833  he  was  required  to  keep  an  alphabetical  in- 
dex to  each  book,^'*'  and  by  1874  the  General  Assembly  had  pi'escribed  a 
complete  list  of  books  to  be  kept  in  the  office  of  the  recorder,  with  a  de- 
scription of  the  contents  of  each,  which  list  has  been  continued,  substan- 
tially unchanged,  to  the  present  .=*i" 


214.  L  1913,  p.  127-30;  L.  1915,  p.  243-45;  L.  1921,  p.  162-64;  L.  1935,  p.  256-59. 

215.  L  1819,  p.  18,  20. 

216.  R.  L.  1933,  p.  511. 

217.  R.  S.  1874,  p.  834. 
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In  like  manner,  legislation  was  enacted  prescribing  records  to  be 
kept  by  the  county  clerk  and  his  predecessors,  acting  in  their  several  ca- 
pacities,-"* the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,="»  the  judge=^  and 
justice-'  of  the  probate  court,  the  coroner,  --"-  the  county  superintendent  of 
schools,'-"*  the  county  surveyor, ^^^  and  the  county     treasurer.^^s 

Description  of  records  and  forms  to  be  used  are  frequently  found  in 
legislation  pertaining  to  the  holding  of  elections,^  assessments  and  the 
collection  of  revenue,--"  the  organization  and  maintenance  of  common 
schools,-^*  the  registration  of  marriages,'^''  and  the  recording  of  vital  sta- 
tistics.=^* 

While  there  has  been  enacted  much  legislation  prescribing  the  kind 
of  records  to  be  kept,  only  a  few  laws  deal  with  the  safeg^uarding  and 
preservation  of  county  archives.  In  1819  the  General  Assembly  directed 
the  clerks  of  the  circuit  and  county  commissioners'  courts  to  provide  "a 
safe  press  or  presses  with  locks  and  keys  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  archives 
of  their  offices  .  .  ."^*  In  1843  the  county  commissioners'  courts  were  au- 
thorized, and  required  whenever  the  finances  of  the  county  would  justify 
the  expenditure,  to  erect  a  fireproof  recorder's  office  at  the  county  seat, 
or  if  the  commissioners  were  of  the  opinion  that  any  unappropriated  room 
in  their  courthouses  could  be  made  fireproof,  to  make  it  so  and  house  the 
office  and  records  of  the  recorder  there.  At  the  discretion  of  the  county 
commissioners'  court,  the  provisions  of  this  act  might  be  deemed  to  apply 
to  the  offices  of  the  clerks  of  the  circuit  and  county  commissioners'  courts,-'^ 
Similar  in  content  but  slightly  different  in  wording  is  a  later  enactment  in 
which  the  county  commissioners'  courts  were  authorized  to  "erect,  build, 
and  provide  permanent  fireproof  rooms,  houses  or  vaults,  for  the  purpose 
of  placing  therein  and  preserving  from  injury,  damage,  loss,  or  destruction 


218.  L  1849,  p.  66,  191,  203;  L  1859,  p.  92,  94;  L.  1865,  p.  93;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  261-65,  332; 
L.  1933,  p.  293-95. 

219.  R.  L.  1833,  p.  152;  R.  S.  1845,  p.  147;  L.  1847,  p.  70;  L.  1849,  p.  9;  L.  1865,  p.  93;  R.  S.  1874, 
p.  262,  263;  L  1933,  p.  293,  294. 

220.  R.  L.  1829,  p.  231. 

221.  R.  S.  1845,  p.  427,  428. 

222.  R.  L.  1833,  p.  574;  L.  1869,  p.  104,  105;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  283. 

223.  L.  1849,  p.  155,  156;  L.  1865,  p.  120;  L  1909,  p.  346,  348,  349. 

224.  R.  L.  1829,  p.  173;  R.  S.  1845,  p.  524. 

225.  R.  S.  1845,  p.  138;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  323,  324. 

226.  L.  1819,  p.  92,  94;  R.  L.  1827,  p.  291,  292;  P.  L.  1829,  p.  59,  60;  L.  1845,  p.  41,  42;  L.  1849, 
p.  73,  74;  L  1865,  p.  54,  55;  L.  1871-72,  p.  336-89,  391;  L.  1885,  p.  143,  148,  173,  176; 
L.  1937,  p.  522-29,  531-48. 

227.  R.  L.  1827,  p.  329-33;  L.  1838-39,  p.  4,  5,  7,  8,  12,  13,  17;  L.  1845,  p.  6-9,  12,  14,  15; 
L  1849,  p.  37,  38,  124-26;  L  1851,  p.  53,  55,  56;  L.  1853,  p.  17,  24,  50,  55,  77,  78,  111,  112; 
L  1871-72,  p.  19,  23,  32,  48,  49,  54. 

228.  L.  1825,  p.  127;  R.  L.  1833,  p.  563;  L  1841,  p.  263,  270-72;  L.  1845,  p.  53,  54,  65,  68; 
L  1847,  p.  121-23,  142-44;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  950,  957,  958,  964. 

229.  L.  1819,  p.  27;  R.  L.  1827,  p.  288,  289;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  694,  695. 

230.  L.  1842-43,  p.  210-12;  L.  1877,  p.  209;  L  1901,  p.  301-4;  L.  1903,  p.  315-18;  L  1915, 
p.  666,  667. 

231.  L  1819,  p.  332. 

232.  L  1842-43,  p.  210. 
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and  Records  System 

by  fire,  the  records  and  documents  of  their  respective  counties."^  The 
preservation  of  county  archives  has  been  greatly  aided  by  an  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  copying  of  old,  worn-out  records,*"^  and  by  a  law  authorizing 
the  transfer  of  county  records  having  historic  value  to  the  Illinois  State 
Historical  Library,  the  Archives  Division  of  the  Illinois  State  Library,  or 
to  the  State  University  Library  at  Urbana.-"  Provision  is  made  in  this 
act  for  the  substitution  of  accurate  copies  of  these  documents  if  such  ac- 
tion be  deemed  necessary.  In  1907  the  act  was  amended  to  include  among 
the  institutions  to  which  old  records  might  be  sent,  any  historical  society 
incorporated  and  located  within  a  particular  county.""  Laws  have  also 
been  enacted  which  provide  for  the  restoration  of  certain  classes  of  records 
destroyed  by  fire  or  other  means.^'"  In  1935  the  General  Assembly  appro- 
priated money  for  the  construction  of  a  fireproof  building  at  Springfield 
for  the  purpose  of  storing  therein  the  archives  and  records  of  the  state.^^ 
The  erection  of  this  structure,  the  State  Archives  Building,  has  helped  to 
make  possible  the  inauguration  of  an  intelligent,  farsighted  program  for 
the  preservation  of  papers  and  documents  of  historic  value. 

There  are  still  serious  omissions  in  legislation  pertaining  to  recorda- 
tion. For  instance,  Illinois  has  no  law  prescribing  the  kinds  of  inks  to  be 
used  in  keeping  records.  And,  although  laws  have  been  enacted  author- 
izing the  provision  of  fireproof  accommodations  for  county  documents, 
they  are  permissive  rather  than  mandatory  in  character.^^s  Legislation  en- 
abling the  destruction  of  worthless  archives  apparently  is  nonexistent  with 
the  exception  of  laws  relating  to  certain  election  papers.^**'  The  enactment 
of  legisaltion  which  would  remedy  these  defects  in  the  laws  and  continue 
the  trend  toward  state-wide  uniformity  among  counties  would  result  in 
an  intelligent,  economical  records  system  for  the  State  of  Illinois. 


233.  L.  1845,  p.  46. 

234.  L  1871-72,  p.  648,  649. 

235.  L.  1897,  p.  205;  L  1939,  p.  693. 

236.  L.  1907,  p.  375. 

237.  L.  1871-72,  p.  649,  650,  652. 

238.  L.  1935,  p.  138. 

239.  L.  1842-43,  p.  210;  L.  1845,  p.  46. 

240.  L  1861,  p.  269;  L.  1871-72,  p.  389;  L.  1885,  p.  146,  193;  L.  1891,  p.  118,  119;  L.  1917, 
p.  438,  443. 
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(First  entry,  p.  114) 

3.     ROSTER   OF   COUNTY   OFFICERS* 

(Date  after  name  of  officer  refers  to 
date  of  commission,  unless  otherwise  stated) 

COUNTY  COMMISSIONERS'  COURT** 

(The  first  county  administrative  body,  from  1847  to  1849, 
composed  of  three  elected  commissioners) 

No  state  records,  1847,  1848' 

COUNTY  COURT 

(From  1849  until  institution  of  commission  form  of 

government  in  1874,  county  business  was  administered 

by    the  county   court,  consisting    of   the  county    judge    and 

two    associate    justices    acting    as   the    county     board) 

Samuel   Elder,    county  judge,  David  J.  Blackman,  county  judge, 

December  5,  1849,  Jacob  Smith,  William  A.  Harris, 

Joseph   Stricklin,   David   Upchurch,         associate  Justices 

.   ,       .     i-  -VT  1-        /?  November   30,    1861 

associate    justices,    November    6,         ^^^^^^'^^'^    «  . 

1849    (elected) 

Samuel  Elder,  county  judge,  Moses   P.   McGehee,    county   judge, 

M.  P.  McGehee,  D.  W.  Upchurch,       November  23,  1865 
associate  justices,  Hiram  Burnett,  William  L.  Mitch- 

December    3,    1853,  ell,  associate  justices,  November  7, 

James  L.  Kennady,   associate  jus-       i865    (elected) 
tice,   November   28,    1854= 

Moses   P.    McGehee,    county   judge, 

James  Stricklin,  associate  justice,  Moses  P.  McGehee,  county  judge, 
November  25,   1857,  John  D.  Church,  John  V.  Coxe, 

William  Watkins,  associate  justice,     associate   justices,   November  23, 
December  2,   1857  1869 


•      This  list  was  compiled  from  the  following  sources,  with  exceptions  as  noted: 

A.  Secretary  of  State.  Index  Department,  Election  Returns.  Returns  from  County  Clerk  to  Secretarj 
of  SUte.  1809-';7,  78  volumes  (1-78),  third  tier,  bay  1;  1848,  53  file  drawers  (2-54), 
third  tier,  bay  2,  State  Archives  Building,  Springfield. 

B.  Secretary    of    State.      Executive    Department.      Certificates    of    Qualification.      1819 — ,    22    file 

drawers  (1-22),   fourth  tier,   bay  5,   SUte  Archives   Building,   Springfield. 

C.  (1)  Secretary  of  State.  Executive  Department  Official  Records.  List  of  Commissions  Issued  to 
County  Officers.  1809-1918,  5  volumes,  fourth  tier,  bay  6,  SUte  Archives  Building,  Springfield. 
(2)  SecreUry  of  SUte.  Executive  Department  Official  Records.  List  of  Commissions  Issued  to 
County  Officers.  1869 — ,  4  volumes,  room  208,  second  floor.  Secretary  of  State's  Office, 
Executive  Department,   SUte  Capitol   Building,   Springfield. 

•*  For  length  of  term  of  county  board  officers,  see  essay.  County  Board,  p.  108;  for  length  of  term 
of  other  county  officers,  see   individual  office  essays. 

1.  David  Upchurch  and  James  Stricklin  present  at  special  meeting  of  county  commissioners'  court,  October 
11,  1847.  County  Commissioners'  Record  (1847-50),  v.  A,  p.  1.  Isaac  E.  Barker  recorded  as  com- 
missioner at  meeting,  December  6,  1847.  Ibid.,  p.  10.  David  Upchurch,  James  Stricklin,  and  J.  R. 
Norman  recorded  as  commissioners,   September  4,  1848.     Order  Book,   p.  6. 

2.  Records  do  not  explain  why  Kennady  was  ccmmissioned  an  associate  justice  during  one  of  the  off- 
election  years. 


Roster  of  County  Officers 

BOARD  OF  COUNTY  COMMISSIONERS 

(Beginning  in  1874,  administration  of  county  business  was  lodged  in  this 

board  of  three    elected  officers  until  1890    when  it  was  succeeded  by 

the  county  board  of  supervisors) 

Nelson  Weber,  William  N.   Sim-  Richard  Westbrook, 

mons,  William  H.  Pankey,  November  30,   1881 

January  17,  1874'  William  G.  Frith, 

John  H.  Wilson,  December  1,  1882 

November   13,    1874  James  A.  Harris," 

Alexander  Oliver,  November  19,  1883 

November  16,  1875  Joseph  R.  Baker, 

Parker  Massey,*  December  1,  1884 

November  21,  1876  j.    w.   Harris, 

Roswell   Seaton,  November  27,  1885 

November  21,  1876  Richard  Westbrook, 

Robert  Lewis   (vice  Seaton,  December  7,  1885 

resigned),  November  28,  1877                           James  L.  Cain, 

James  A.  Harris,  December  6,   1886 

December  1,   1877  j.  w.  Harris, 

Richard  Westbrook,  December  5,   1887 

November  19,   1878«  Richard  J.  Smith, 

John  B.  Berrey,  December  3,   1888 

November  11,  1879  Hezekiah    Bromlet, 

James  A.  Harris,  November   22,    1889 

December  1,  1880 

COUNTY  BOARD  OF  SUPERVISORS 

The  several  township  supervisors,  one  elected  from  each  township, 
together  with  any  additional  and  assistant  supervisors  elected  upon  pro- 
portional representation,  make  up  the  membership  of  the  county  board  of 
supervisors.  Because  these  supervisors,  severally,  are  township  officials 
and  only  as  a  group  constitute  the  county  board,  they  are  not  commissioned 
by  the  state  as  county  officers,  and  no  data  concerning  them,  from  which  a 
list  could  be  compiled,  are  kept  by  the  state.  For  the  same  reason,  county 
board  records,  too,  are  inadequate  for  the  compilation  of  a  complete  and 
accurate  list  of  supervisors.  Therefore,  due  to  these  and  other  limita- 
tions, only  those  members  mentioned  in  county  board  records  in  connec- 
tion with  the  first  recorded  meeting  of  the  first  board  of  supervisors  are 
included  in  this  roster. 


3.  The  Constitution  of  1870  provided  that  effective  at  the  next  judicial  election  (in  Saline,  November, 
1873),  for  counties  pot  under  township  organization,  administration  of  county  business  be  lodged  with 
three  elected  officers  to  be  styled  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners,  and  also  provided  that  the 
first  three  commissioners  draw  lots  to  determine  who  should  serve  the  one-year,  two-year,  and  three- 
yeeir  terms;  these  were  drawn  by  Weber,  Simmons,  and  Pankey,  respectively.  Constitution  of  1870, 
Art.  X,  sec.  6;  County  Commissioners'   Record   (1874-80),  v.  A,  p.  1. 

4.  Vice  Oliver,  deceased.     County   Commissioners'    Record   (1874-80),   v.  A,   p.   261. 

5.  On  September  13,  1878,  W.  W.  Largent  appointed  commissioner  to  serve  unexpired  term  (to  Novem- 
ber election,   1878)   of  Parker  Massey,   resigned.     Ibid.,   p.   438. 

6.  Resigned  July  13,  1885.     Ibid.,  v.   B,  p.  318. 
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The  electorate  of  Saline  County  adopted  township  organization  at  an 
election  held  November  5,  1889,  and  Thomas  H.  Cain,  William  H.  Pankey, 
and  Francis  W.  Pickett  were  appointed  commissioners  to  divide  the  county 
into  towns.  On  January  20,  1890,  these  commissioners  filed  their  report 
naming  and  bounding  thirteen  towns."  The  first  meeting  of  the  board  of 
supervisors  was  held  Friday,  May  2,  1890,  the  supervisors  present  and 
township  each  represented  being  as  follows:* 


Supervisors 
J.  J.  Scott 
Benj.   Reynolds 
Hez   Thompson 
M.  P.  Cardwell 
W.  G.  McSparin 
A.  J.  Hayes 
J.  N.  Elder 


Township 

Galatia 

Brushy 

Carrier  Mills 

Tate 

Independence 

Rector 

East  Eldorado 


Supervisors 

Robert  Lewis 
J.   C.  Upchurch 
Hez   Bromlet 
J.  W.  Cain 
F.  M.  Borders 
N.  G.  Hall 


Township 

Stonefort 

Long  Branch 

Raleigh 

Harrisburg 

Cottage 

Mountain 


COUNTY  JUDGES 


Samuel  Elder, 

December  5,  1849 

December  3,  1853 
Moses  P.  McGehee, 

November  25,    1857 
David  J.  Blackman, 

November  30,   1861 
Moses  P.  McGehee, 

November  23,   1865 
R.   N.  Warfield, 

November  20,  1873, 

December  1,  1877 
Boen  Phillips, 

December  1,  1882 
William  H.   Parish,   Jr., 

December  6,  1886 
H.   G.   Abney, 

November  26,   1890 
Albert  W.  Lewis, 

November  26,   1894 
John  L.   Thompson, 

November  25,  1898, 

November  28,  1902 


Albert  E.  Somers, 

November  17,  1906 
G.  H.  Dorris  (vice  Somers,  re- 
signed),   January   12,    1910 
Kenneth  C.  Ronalds, 

November  23,   1910 
Charles  D.  Stillwell, 

November  18,   1914 
S.  D.  Wise, 

January   15,   1918    (appointed) 
H.   N.  Finney, 

October  5,  1918  (appointed) 
Wirt    Damron, 

November  25,  1918 
A.  G.  Abney, 

November  24,   1922 
John  W.  Browning, 

February  20,  1926  (appointed) 
W.  W.  Dameron, 

November  17,   1926 
Lynndon   Hancock, 

November  17,  1930, 

November  17,   1934 
Don  Scott" 


7.  Hall  (Tate),  Galatia,  Brushy,  Douglas  (Carrier  Mills),  Stonefort,  Long  Branch,  Raleigh,  Harrisburg, 
Independence,  Texas  (Rector),  Eldorado  (East  Eldorado),  Cottage,  Somerset  (Mountain).  County  Com- 
missioners'  Record,  v.  C,  p.  78-86. 

a.     Ibid.,  p.  96. 

9.  Shown  as  county  judge  in  Official  List  of  Stale  and  County  Officers  of  Illinois  July  1,  1939,  compiled 
by  Edward  J.  Hughes,  Secretary  of  State,  p.  44.  Hereinafter  cited  as  Official  List  of  County  Officere 
July  1,  1939. 
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PROBATE  JUSTICE 

(In  1849  the  probate  justice  was  succeeded  by 

the  county  judge  as  ex-officio 

judge  of  the  probate  court) 


Archibald  Sloan, 


September  24,  1847 


COUNTY  CLERKS 

(Clerks  of  the  county  commissioners'  court,  county  court, 
board  of  county  commissioners,  and  county  board  of 

supervisors) 


No  state  records,   1847,   1848'" 

Hiram  Burnett, 
December   5,    1849, 
December  3,  1853 

Richard  N.  Warfield  (vice  Burnett, 
resigned),  March  7,   1855, 
December  2,   1857, 
November  30,  1861 

Thomas  A.  Jones, 
November  23,  1865, 
November  23,   1869 

Warner  E.  Burnett, 
November  15,  1873, 
December  1,  1877, 
December  1,  1882 

James  H.   Pearce, 
December  6,  1886, 
November  26,  1890, 
November  22,  1894, 
November  25,  1898 


William  S.  Dorris, 
November  25,  1902 

John  Odum, 

November  22,   1906 

John  Davis, 

November  28,  1910 

Harry  E.  Wills, 

November  23,  1914, 
November  29,   1918 

Otis  Stone, 

November  24,   1922 

Bert   Dunn, 

November  30,   1926 

J.  E.  Rose, 

November  22,  1930, 
November  27,   1934 

Harold  B,  Riegel" 


RECORDER 

(In  1849  the  circuit  clerk  became 
ex-officio  recorder) 


Archibald  Sloan, 


September  24,  1847 


10.  James  M.  Gaston  appointed  clerk  pro  tern  at  meeting  of  county  commissioners'  court  October  11, 
1847,  County  Commissioners'  Record  (1847-50),  v.  A,  p.  1,  and  served  as  duly  constituted  clerk  of  the 
court  until  the  election  of  his  successor  in  1849. 

11.  Shown  as  county  clerk  in  Official  List  of  County  Officers  July  1,  1939,  p.  44. 
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CIRCUIT  COURT  CLERKS 
(Prior  to  1848,  circuit  clerks  appointed  by  circuit  judges) 


James  M.  Gaston, 

September  4,  1848   (elected) 
Hiram  Burnett, 

November  23,  1852, 

November  14,   1856 
Thomas  A.  Jones, 

November  26,  1860 
Thomas  G.  Reynolds, 

November  19,   1864 
Warner  E.  Burnett, 

November  21,  1868 
Stem  W.  Forgy, 

November  29,   1872 
John  M.   Gregg, 

January  11,   1876    (appointed 

vice  Forg^) 
Thomas  Y.  Reynolds, 

December  2,   1876, 

December  1,  1880 
Wm.   H.   Thornberry, 

November  22.  1884 


Thomas  Y.  Reynolds, 
December  3,  1888 

John  H.  Lee, 

November  21,  1892, 
November  16,  1896 

Ed.  M.  Stricklin, 
November  30,  1900 

Isaac  R.  Tuttle, 
December  2,  1904, 
November  23,    1908 

James  T.  Gram, 
November  26,  1912 

Roy  E.  Holmes, 

November  29,  1916, 
December  3,  1920 

Inez  Wilson, 

November  28,  1924, 
November  28,  1928, 
December  1,  1932, 
November  27,  1936 


SHERIFFS 
(Collectors   to   1890) 


John  Howard, 

September  24,  1847, 

September  16,  1848 
William  Elder, 

November  20,   1850 
Thomas  I.  Cain, 

November  23,  1852 
Wm.   Elder, 

November  28,   1854 
William  Roark, 

November  12,  1856 

Willis    A.    Stricklin, 
November  12,   1858 

T.   G.  Raynolds, 
November  26,   1860 

William  Burkhart, 
December  9,  1862 

Asel  W.  Durham  (vice  Burkhart, 
deceased),   August  10,   1863 


John  J.  Jones, 

November  19,   1864 

Simpson  S.   Stricklin, 
November  15,  1866 

William  H.  Pankey, 
November  21,  1868 

Wm.  B.  Jones, 

November  22,  1870 
James  A.  Rice, 

November  19,  1872 

John  J.  Jones, 

November  11,  1874 

George  E.  Burnett, 
November  21,  1876 

William  G.  Sloan, 
December  2,  1878 

G.  J.  Empson, 
December  1,  1880 
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Sheriffs — Continued 


William  M.   Gregg, 

August  8,  1882  (appointed  vice 

Empson), 

December  1,  1882 
William   W.   Largent, 

December  6,  1886 
Sam  Barter, 

November  26,  1890 
William  O.  Warren, 

November  22,   1894 
Sam  Barter, 

November  21,  1898 

Joel  Mooneyham, 
November  25,  1902 

Oscar  Cummins, 

November  17,   1906 
Joel    Mooneyham, 

November  28,  1910 


George  W.  Russell, 

November  23,  1914 
John  D.  Cummins, 

November  25,   1918 
John  Small, 

November  24,   1922 
Siege  W.  Turner, 

November  17,  1926 

Thomas  J.  Cain, 

November  27,  1929  (appointed) 
Eugene  Choisser, 

November  19,  1930 

Earl  "Nip"  Evans, 
November  27,   1934 

Otto  Pickering, 

April  21,   1938   (appointed) 
Tom  Gram'^ 


CORONERS 


William   P.   Pemberton, 

September  24,  1847 
Fuel  Moor, 

September  11,  1848 
John  C.  Gillett, 

November  20,  1850, 

November  23,  1852 
Andrew  Musgrave, 

November  28,   1854 
Wm.  G.  Grable, 

November  12,   1856 
Charles  S.  Burnett, 

November  10,   1858 
D.  D.  Mattice, 

November  6,  1860  (elected) 
Levds  Weld, 

November  3,  1863  (elected) 
William  H.  Edwards, 

April  18,  1865 
W.  W.  Edwards, 

November  15,   1866 
F.  M.   Foster, 

November  28,   1868 
Jas.  B.  Harris, 

December  3,  1870 
Wilson  Gaskins, 

November  29,  1872 


Louis  Boatright, 
November  11,   1874 

James  Pearce, 
November  21,  1876 

W.  H.  Edwards, 

December  2,  1878 
Jackson  Cook, 

December  1,  1880 
Bluford  A.   Durham, 

December  1,  1882 
Richard  Westbrook, 

November  4,  1884 

Samuel  M.  Parks, 

November  27,   1885 
James  F.  Burks, 

December  3,  1888 

Thomas  J.  Vineyard, 
November  26,  1890, 
November  8,  1892  (elected) 

Joseph  R.  Baker, 
December  6,  1895, 
December  — ,  1896, 
November   30,    1900, 
November  29,  1904, 
November  13,  1908 


12.    Shown  as  sheriff  in  Official  List  of  County  Officers  July  1,  1939,  p.  44. 
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A.  J.  Butner, 

November  26,  1912 

Freeman  H.   Ozment, 
November  27,  1916 

L.  McCormack, 

November  30,  1920, 
December  24,  1924 


Coroners — Continued 


Claud  Gibbons, 

September  16,  1927, 

November  21,  1928 
James  Lyon, 

December  1,  1932 
Hal  C.  Bynum, 

December  31,  1935   (appointed) 
Earl  Thornton, 

November  14,  1936 


STATE'S  ATTORNEYS 

(Appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  to 

1849;   elected  by  circuit  district 

electorate  to  1872) 


James  M.  Gregg, 
November  29,  1872, 
December  4,  1876 

W.  V.  Choisser, 

November  13,  1880 

John  J.  Parish, 

November  22,   1884 

Albert  W.  Lewis, 
December  3,  1888 

Marion  S.  Whitley, 
November  21,   1892 

Seigle    Capel, 

December  7,  1896 

Albert  E.  Somers, 
November  30,   1900 

Albert  W.  Lewis, 
November  29,  1904 


D.  W.  Choisser   (vice  Lewis,  re- 
signed), November  17,  1906 

W.  C.  Kane, 

November  13,  1908 

Sam  Thompson, 
November  26,   1912 

James  B.  Lewis, 
November  27,  1916 

Charles  H.  Thompson, 
December  3,  1920 

Charles  T.  Flota, 
November  24,   1924 

D.  F.  Rumsey, 

November  21,   1928 

John  R.  Kane, 

November  29,   1932 

Lloyd  H.  Melton, 
November  18,  1936 


TREASURERS 

(Also  acted  as  assessors  to  1890,  supervisors 

of  assessments  1898  to  date,  and 

collectors  1890  to  date) 

No  state  records,  1847-49"  John  M.  Bond, 
Archibald  Sloan,  December  2,  1857, 

November  4,   1851  November  10,  1859 

William  P.  PuUiam,  William  G.  Hutchinson, 

November  8,  1853  November  5,  1861  (elected) 

Willis  A.  Stricklin,  November  3,  1863   (elected) 

November  6,  1855  November  23,  1865 


13.  Bond  of  Hiram  Burnett  as  treasurer  approved  November  6,  1847.  County  Commissioners'  Record 
(1847-50),  V.  A,  p.  2.  No  change  in  incumbent  is  indicated  in  county  records  until  John  M.  Burnett 
Is  recorded  as  treasurer  December  4,   1850.     Order   Book,  p.   102. 
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Treasurers — Continued 


John  M.  Burnett,  Jr., 

November  20,  1867, 

November  23,  1869 
John  S.  Greer, 

November  27,  1871 
F.   N.   Pickett    (vice  Greer,  re- 
signed), 

January  23,  1873 
George  L.   Eubanks, 

November  20,  1873 
John  Edmonds, 

November  30,  1875 
John  W.  Hutchinson, 

December  1,  1877 

Stephen  B.   Jones, 
December  1,  1879 

John  W.  Hutchinson, 
December  1,  1882 

Pleasant  Taylor, 

December  6,  1886 
W.  C.  Baker, 

May  5,  1890  (appointed  vice 

Taylor,    deceased) 

Jesse    Rude, 

November  26,   1890 


Bryant  D.  Grace, 

November  22,   1894 
Pinckney  J.  Walker, 

November  21,   1898 
Sam  Barter, 

November  25,  1902 
Oscar  O.  Cummins, 

December  6,  1904 
Joel  Mooneyham, 

November  17,  1906 
Jack  Lusk, 

December  1,  1910 
Pleas  L.  Dorris, 

November  23,  1914 
Guy  M.  Wallace, 

November  25,    1918 
Ezra  Heatherly, 

November  27,  1922 
John  Small, 

November  23,  1926 
John  C.  Upchurch, 

November  19,  1930 
Bill  L.  Ghent, 

November  27,   1934 
Dick  Cook" 


SUPERINTENDENTS  OF  SCHOOLS 
(School  commissioners  to  1865) 


No  state  records,  1847,  1848^^ 
John  M.  Burnett, 

November  6,  1849 
Hiram  Burnett, 

November  4,  1851 
Valentine  Rathbone, 

November  8,  1853, 

November  6,  1855 
V.    Rathbone, 

December  2,  1857, 

November  10,  1859, 

November  5,  1861  (elected), 

February  17,  1864 
F.  F.  Johnson, 

November  23,  1865, 

November  23,  1869 


Bamett  L.  Hall, 
November  20,   1873 

William  S.  Blackman, 
December  1,  1877 

William  B.  Parsons, 
December  9,  1881 

George  B.  Parsons, 
December  1,  1882 

James  E.  Jobe, 
December  6,  1886, 
November  26,  1890, 
November  22,  1894 

Lewis  E.  York, 
March  23,  1897, 
November  21,  1898, 
November  28,  1902 


14.  Shown  as  county  treasurer  in  Official  List  of  County  Officers  July  1,  1939,  p.  44. 

15.  Hiram  Burnett  recorded  as  school  commissioner  June  4,  1349.     Order  Book,  p.  255. 


—89- 


Roster  of  County  Officers 

Superintendents   of   Schools — Continued 

E.  E.  Rhine,  A.  A.  Moore, 

November  17,  1906, 
November  23,  1910 


1923, 

September  19,  1927, 
November  19,  1930 


B.  D.  Gates, 

November  23,  1914, 
November  25,  1918 


W.   B.   Westbrook, 

September  24,  1935 
Kenneth  Davis'" 


SURVEYORS 

(Beginning  September,  1936,  surveyors  appointed 
by  county  board  of  supervisors) 


No  state  or  county  records,  1847, 

1848 
Hugh  Cain, 

December  5,  1849 
Archibald  Sloan, 

November  17,   1851 
M.  D.  Gillett, 

December  3,  1853 
Martin  D.  Gillett, 

November  19,   1855 
M.   D.   Gillett, 

December  2,  1857 
Wm.  L.  West, 

March  14,  1860, 

November  30,   1861 
J.  W.  Russell, 

December  2,  1865 
James  W.  Russell, 

November  20,  1867, 

November  23,  1869, 

November  27,  1871, 

November  16,   1875, 

December  1,  1879 


William  A.  McHaney, 

December  1,  1884 
Isaac   C.    Abney, 

December  3,  1888 
Charles  Durfee, 

November  26,  1892 
William  A.  McHaney, 

December  — ,  1896 
James  P.  Cain, 

November  30,  1900, 

November  29,  1904 
W.  A.  McHaney, 

November  3,  1908  (elected) 
R.  B.  Clark, 

November  5,  1912  (elected) 
Lana  Weaver, 

November  7,  1916  (elected) 
C.  B.  Drake, 

November  2,   1920   (elected) 

November  4,  1924  (elected) 

November  6,  1928  (elected) 
Ray  A.  Estes, 

November  8,   1932   (elected) 


16.     Shown  as  superintendent  of  schools  In  Official  List  of  County  Officers  July  1,  1939,  p.  44. 
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(First  entry,  p.  114) 

4.     HOUSING,   CARE,   AND   ACCESSIBILITY 
OF   THE    RECORDS 

The  honor  of  serving  as  county  seat  of  Saline  County  has  been  shared 
by  two  communities,  Raleigh  and  Harrisburg.  Raleigh  was  the  first,  be- 
ginning in  1847  the  year  the  county  was  established,  and  holding  the  dis- 
tinction for  nearly  twelve  years.  In  1859,  Harrisburg  officially  became 
the  county  seat  which  it  still  is  today.^  Harrisburg  is  centrally  located 
while  Raleigh  is  close  to  the  northern  boundary,  seven  miles  north  of 
Harrisburg.  In  each  county  seat  there  were  built  two  courthouses.  The 
second  one  erected  in  Harrisburg,  wifn  the  recent  addition  of  a  wing,  is 
the  present  headquarters  for  county  business  and  the  depository  for  coun- 
ty records. 

Though  Saline  had  been  established  as  a  county  February  25,  1847,  the 
first  meeting  of  the  county  commissioners'  court  was  not  held  until  Octo- 
ber 11,  at  the  home  of  A.  Musgraves;  it  was  ordered  at  this  meeting  that 
the  county  seat  be  named  Raleigh.^  The  first  courthouse  was  ordered 
built  on  December  7,  1847.  Hiram  Burnett  and  A.  Sloan  were  appointed 
"to  let  out  the  house  and  payment  to  be  made  from  proceeds  of  the  sale  of 
lots,"  which  had  been  ordered  surveyed  and  sold  in  Raleigh  for  that  pur- 
pose.^ 

When  actual  construction  work  was  begun  is  not  known,  but  county 
board  records  show  that  on  April  10,  1848,  James  M.  Gaston,  county  clerk 
at  the  time,  was  given  an  extension  from  April  5  to  August  15,  to  complete 
the  courthouse  "so  he  could  have  lumber  well  seasoned."*  By  June  5,  the 
county  commissioners'  court  was  able  to  meet  in  the  unfinished  courthouse 
and  to  order  "so  much  of  work  as  done  be  received."  The  county  treas- 
urer was  ordered  to  pay  Wesley  W.  Gaston  $350  for  the  work.  The  name 
of  Wesley  W.  Gaston  succeeds  that  of  James  M.  Gaston  as  builder  of  the 
courthouse.'"'  At  the  November  terra  of  the  same  year,  the  court  formally 
accepted  the  courthouse  as  completed  "according  to  the  contract,"  and 
Wesley  Gaston  was  paid  the  balance  of  $50.00  due  him  and  $55.25  for  ex- 
tras, so  that  the  total  sum  paid  amounted  to  $455.25."  The  appearance  of 
this  courthouse  cannot  be  ascertained  from  the  records,  no  description  of 
it  having  been  entered,  however  it  was  two  stories  high,  with  two  small 
rooms  on  the  upper  floor.  The  lower  floor  was  reserved  for  the  use  of 
the  court.' 

This  first  courthouse  served  the  county  only  five  years  when  the 
county  court,  the  administrative  body,  on  June  9,  1853,  invited  sealed  pro- 
posals to  build  a  new  brick  courthouse  in  Raleigh.  James  Stelle  and  Ho- 
ratio   R.    Coffee  were    employed  to    make  a  profile    and    full  plan    of  the 


1 


1.  For  history  of  the  selection  of  Raleigh  and  Harrisburg  as  county  seats,   see   Historical   Sketch. 

2.  County   Commissioners'   Record,   v.  A,   p.   1. 

3.  Ibid.,    p.    11. 

4.  Ibid.,    p.    33. 

5.  Order  Book,  p.  1.  County  board  records  do  not  explain  whether  Wesley  W.  Gaston  took  over  the 
contract  for  building  the  courthouse  in  its  entirety  from  James  M.  Gaston,  or  whether  he  contracted 
merely  to  finish  the  courthouse;  however,  when  the  courthouse  was  accepted,  W.  W.  Gaston  Wcis 
termed  the  contractor  (Ibid.,  p.  13). 

6.  Ibid.,   p.   13. 

7.  Ibid.,   p.   5. 
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courthouse  to  be  erected  on  the  public  square."  The  county  board  records 
do  not  reveal  the  growing  rivalry  of  Harrisburg  to  gain  possession  of  the 
coveted  honor  of  being  the  county  seat.  Three  pages  of  meticulous  speci- 
fications in  the  records,"  however,  for  the  proposed  building,  indicate  an  at- 
tempt by  Raleigh  adherents  to  settle  the  matter  permanently  in  their  favor 
by  erecting  a  substantial  courthouse.  On  July  18,  following  the  June 
meeting,  Jarvis  Pierce  was  awarded  the  contract  to  build  for  $5,500;'"  con- 
struction was  to  be  completed  within  twenty-four  months.  The  building 
was  financed  by  county  orders  secured  by  pledging  the  "net  proceeds  of 
the  swamp  lands.""  The  coui'thouse  was  received  at  a  special  meeting  on 
April  8,  1854,  and  Jarvis  Pierce  was  paid  a  balance  of  $1500  and  $42.00  for 
walling  and  paving  the  portico.'== 

This  courthouse  was  a  two-story  structure  36  by  40  feet,  built  of  stone, 
oak,  and  brick;  the  brick  was  ordered  to  be  painted  red  and  pencilled  with 
white  lead.  A  cupola  surmounted  the  "common"  roof,  and  a  portico,  6 
feet  wide  supported  by  four  columns  resting  on  stone  pillars,  extended 
along  the  south  end  of  the  building.  On  the  first  floor,  which  was  10  feet 
high,  were  four  rooms  and  a  hall  8  feet  wide  running  from  south  to  north. 
A  flight  of  stairs  led  to  the  courtroom  on  the  second  floor,  which  was  12 
feet  high.'''  On  May  30,  a  month  after  the  new  courthouse  was  accepted, 
the  old  one  was  sold  to  Thomas  S.  Mitchell  for  $300  on  terms  of  $100  paid 
in  county  orders  and  notes  for  the  balance  secured  by  mortgages  due  in  one 
and  two  years." 

The  construction  of  a  new  courthouse  did  not.  however,  settle  the 
struggle  for  location  of  the  county  seat.  If  anything,  the  rivalry  be- 
tween Raleigh  and  Harrisburg  became  more  intensified,  until  it  reached  its 
climax  in  an  election  in  1857  which  resulted  in  a  victory  for  Harrisburg  by 
only  15  votes.  The  inevitable  lawsuit,  which  dragged  out  the  final  de- 
cision for  another  two  years,  was  finally  won  by  Harrisburg  and  the  county 
seat  was  transferred  to  the  latter  city.''  The  courthouse  in  Raleigh,  be- 
ing no  longer  needed  after  1859  for  county  purposes,  was  sold  to  a  Mason- 
ic order  at  a  great  loss.'" 

'  Meanwhile,  on  February  14,  1859,  a  law  was  passed  by  the  state  legis- 

lature enabling  the  county  to  construct  a  courthouse  and  jail  in  Harris- 
burg,'"   and  at  the    March  term  the  county    court  ordered  that    Green  B. 


8.  Order    Book,    p.    217,    218. 

9.  Ibid.,   p.   234-36. 

10.  Ibid.,   p.   225. 

11.  Ibid.,   p.   236. 

12.  Ibid.,  p.  324. 

13.  Ibid.,   p.   234-36. 

14.  Ibid.,   p.  330. 

15.  Saline  and  Other  Counties,  p.  205.       Saline  County  and  Harrisburg,  p.  13ff.       See  Historical   Sketch. 

16.  Saline  County  and  Harrisburg,  p.  43. 

17.  L.  1859,  p.  38.  By  this  law  the  county  was  permitted  to  issue  bonds  for  the  construction  of  public 
buildings  in  a  sum  not  to  exceed  $20,000.  These  bonds  were  to  run  for  not  longer  than  fifteen  years 
and  bear  no  more  than  eight  per  cent  interest,  payable  semiannually  in  New  York  City,  and  the  swamp 
land  fund  was  to  be  pledged  as  security,  if  expedient.  The  bonds  were  to  be  funded  by  a  special  tax 
levy  of  not  more  than  cne  mill  on  each  dollar,  per  annum,  on  taxable  property,  to  be  collected  for 
the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  principal  of  said  bonds. 
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Raum  and  William  H.  Parish,  and  another  competent  person  of  their  choice, 
be  appointed  commissioners  to  select  sites  in  Harrisburg  upon  which  to 
erect  buildings,  and  to  obtain  plans  and  specifications  which  were  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  county  court  for  approval."*  At  the  July  meeting,  sealed 
proposals  were  received  by  the  county  board  and  a  contract  was  awarded 
to  John  W.  Mitchell  and  Robert  Mick  for  $15,440  for  the  construction  of  a 
courthouse,  jail,  and  jailor's  quarters.  The  approved  plans  and  specifica- 
tions were  drawn  by  J.  K.  Frick  and  Company,  architects.^"  This  court- 
house, completed  late  in  1860  or  early  in  1861,-""  was  a  two-story,  brick 
structure.  Four  Doric  columns  of  brick  encased  in  plaster  supported  the 
roof  of  a  portico  in  which  two  spiral  staircases  led  to  the  circuit  court- 
room above.-'  With  only  necessary  repairs,  this  courthouse  remained  in 
service  for  more  than  forty  years.- 

By  1901,  the  courthouse  was  in  noticeably  poor  physical  condition. 
The  building  committee  on  May  6,  reported  to  the  board  of  supervisors 
that,  after  inspecting  the  building  with  the  assistance  of  Architect  Arthur 
W.  Patton,  it  found  very  extensive  remodeling  would  be  necessary.  Also, 
the  erection  of  a  separate  fireproof  building  with  vaults  for  the  county 
and  circuit  clerks  was  recommended.  The  board  then  allowed  an  expen- 
diture of  not  more  than  $14,000  for  repairs  and  construction.-^  The  com- 
mittee, however,  doubting  this  sum  would  be  adequate,  secured  the  serv- 
ices of  a  well-known  architect,  John  W.  Gaddis  of  Vincennes,  Indiana,  to 
to  inspect  the  building  thoroughly.  On  May  14,  the  committee  advised 
the  board  "it  is  convinced  and  of  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  utter  im- 
possibility of  properly  repairing  the  courthouse  without  taking  down  and 
removing  the  largest  part  of  the  building."^* 

A  motion  that  the  repairs  be  done  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed  $20,000,  hav- 
ing been  adopted,  the  committee  composed  of  Charles  Baker,  M.  J.  Jones, 
F.  E.  Bauder,  and  J.  A.  Watson,  was  instructed  to  complete  the  specifica- 
tions, to  receive  bids,  and  secure  temporary  quarters  for  county  offices.^ 
On  July  2,  1901,  the  county  board  returned  all  bids  except  those  of  Charles 
Steward  of  Greenville,  Illinois,  for  $18,975  and  Ford  and  King  of  Harris- 
burg for  $18,500,  they  being  the  lowest  bidders.^"  But  it  was  not  until 
August  7,  1903,  that  the  county  board  decided  to  build  a  courthouse,  its 
cost  not  to  exceed  $25,000  plus  the  material  from  the  old  courthouse. 
Also,  it  was  decided  to  hold  a  special  election  September  4,  to  submit  the 
proposition  to  the  electorate  of  a  special  tax  levy  of  seventy-five  cents  on 
each  one  hundred  dollars  for  the  tax  year  1903-4  to  raise  the  amount  need- 
ed.='       This  proposition  was  approved  by  the  voters.^ 


] 


18.  Saline  and  Other  Counties,  p.  186,  187. 

19.  Ibid. 

20.  Ibid. 

21.  Ibid,  p.  187. 

22.  A  new  roof  was  laid  in  1877  at  a  cost  of  $400  (County  Commissioners'  Record  (1874-80),  v.  A,  p. 
339).  In  1887,  repairs  were  made  at  a  cost  of  $1,266.35,  and  on  August  7,  1899,  the  building 
committee  was  directed  to  contract  for  painting  of  the  roof,  and  order  such  other  repairs  as  were 
necessary    (ibid.,    p.   339;   v.   B,   p.   533;   v.    D,    p.    94). 

23.  Supervisors'    Record,  v.   D,  p.   142,    143. 

24.  Ibid.,   p.    144. 

25.  Ibid.,   p.   144,    146.     Bids  were  to  be   in  by  2   o'clock,  July  2,    1901    (ibid.). 

26.  Ibid.,    p.   150. 

27.  Ibid.,   p.   231-35. 

28.  Ibid.,  p.  238. 

—93— 


) 


Housing,  Care,  and  Accessibility 
of  the  Records 

On  September  26,  new  plans  of  Architect  J.  W.  Gaddis  were  approved 
and  the  board  entered  into  contract  with  him  to  receive  a  fee  of  five  per 
cent  of  the  awarded  contract  price,  one  half  to  be  paid  when  the  contract 
was  awarded  and  the  balance  as  the  work  progressed.^*  J.  B.  Ford  and 
Robert  King  of  Harrisburg  were  awarded  the  contract  for  construction  on 
October  31,  1903,  for  $29,386,  including  the  old  courthouse,  exclusive  of 
steam  heating  and  plumbing.  Contract  for  these  was  awarded  July  6, 
1904,  to  Fickert  and  Kokal  for  $2,545."'  According  to  the  agreement  with 
Ford  and  King,  the  work  was  to  be  completed  on  or  before  April  1,  1905.^^ 
They  were  to  be  paid  in  county  warrants  against  the  tax  levy  of  1903  and 
1904  up  to  ninety  percent  of  the  estimate,  and  the  balance  ten  days  after 
fulfillment  of  the  contract.^^ 

The  ceremony  of  cornerstone  laying  was  held  May  18,     1904,^     after 
which  the  progress  of  building  proceeded  without  any  further  delay.      The 
courthouse  was    accepted  by  the  board  on  February  4,     1905  after  recom- 
mendation by  the  architect  that  the  building  was  completed  according  to 
contract.       County  officials  were  ordered  to  move  into  their  new  quarters 
February  6.^      The  total  cost  of  the  courthouse  with  all  extras,  including 
j  architect's    fees,     but    not     mcluding     the  furniture,  was     approximately 
\  $35,000.'^^'       During  the  building  of  the  courthouse  the  county  offices  were 
■  located  in  quarters  rented  from  F.  E.  Bauder,       the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  and  Capel,  Raley  and  Gaskin.** 

Besides  being  repainted  in  1919  at  a  cost  of  $608,  nothing  more  was 
done  on  this  second  courthouse  in  Harrisburg  until  1938.  An  addition  in 
this  year  was  made  to  the  south  front  of  the  courthouse  from  plans  pre- 
pared by  the  county  engineer,  Ralph  D.  Brown.  Edward  Boyer  of  Eldo- 
rado was  employed  as  a  foreman  to  oversee  the  work  which  was  done  as 
a  relief  measure  by  county  labor.      The  cost  amounted  to  $39,000.'' 

The  courthouse  as  it  stands  today,  with  Its  new  addition,  displays  a 
dignity  that  only  time  adds  to  a  building;  it  occupies  the  center  of  the 
public  square,  facing  south  on  East  Poplar  between  North  Main  and  North 
Vine  streets,  with  East  Locust  to  the  north.  Though  the  architectural 
style  of  a  past  era  remains  indelibly  stamped  on  its  red-faced  walls  and 
graystone  trim  and  on  its  clock  tower  rising  high  above  the  center  of  the 
building,  the  addition  of  a  wing,  rearrangement  of  office  space,  and  gener- 
al improvements  made,  constitute  in  effect,  a  new  courthouse.  The  in- 
terior layout  of  the  floors  is  arranged  with  careful  regard  toward  both 
economy  of  space  and  efficiency  of  use.  A  long  corridor  from  the  main 
entrance  runs  across  the  depth  of  the  entire  building,  with  another  trans- 
verse to  it  running  east  and  west,  divides  the  first  floor  into  four  parts. 
Entrances  at  each  end  of  the  corridors  add  to  the  convenience  of  the  pub- 


29. 

Supervisors'    Record, 

V.    D, 

30. 

Ibid.,  p.  247,   284. 

31. 

Ibid.,   p.   249. 

32. 

Ibid.,  p.  250. 

33. 

Ibid.,  p.  271. 

34. 

Ibid.,  p.  318,  319. 

35. 

Ibid.,    p.    245,    319, 

356. 

36. 

Ibid.,   p.  274,    297, 

319. 

37. 

Ibid.,  V.  G,   p.   343. 
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Housing,  Care,  and  Accessibility 
of  the  Records 

lie.  In  the  corridors  there  are  two  stairways  that  lead  to  the  basement 
and  two  stairways  that  rise  to  the  second  floor.  The  first  floor  contains 
the  county  clerk's  suite  consisting  of  his  office,  a  two-room  vault,  and  a 
workroom;  the  circuit  clerk's  suite,  composed  of  his  office,  a  two-room 
vault,  and  a  workroom;  the  county  judge's  office  and  waiting  room;  the 
sheriff's  office  and  waiting  room;  and  the  treasurer's  suite,  consisting  of 
his  office,  vault,  and  workroom. 

The  circuit  courtroom  occupies  almost  the  entire  east  half  of  the  sec- 
ond floor.  To  the  west  of  it,  on  the  north  side  of  the  building,  is  the 
office  of  the  superintendent  of  schools,  flanked  on  both  sides  by  waiting 
rooms.  The  west  half  of  the  new  addition  contains  the  state's  attorney's 
office,  a  waiting  room,  a  storage  room,  a  room  given  to  the  National  Youth 
Administration,  and  another  waiting  room.  The  east  half  of  the  new  ad- 
dition has  a  workroom,  a  ladies'  restroom,  a  jury  room,  men's  restroom, 
and  a  smoking  room.  In  the  center  of  the  lobby  and  abutting  the  cir- 
cuit courtroom  is  a  small  consultation  room.  The  third  floor  or  attic  is 
not  used  except  that  part  which  is  in  the  new  addition  to  the  courthouse; 
here  are  two  workrooms  and  the  supervisors'  room.  In  the  center  of  the 
unused  part  of  the  attic  is  a  stairway  which  leads  to  the  tower.  Two 
stairways  from  the  second  floor  afford  access  to  the  third  floor. 

In  the  basement  are  located  the  furnace  room,  a  washroom,  the  treas- 
urer's vault,  a  ladies'  restroom,  a  suite  of  two  rooms  given  to  the  relief 
office,  the  farm  bureau's  suite  of  two  offices  and  a  storeroom,  the  office 
and  vault  of  the  superintendent  of  highways,  the  old  age  assistance  suite 
of  three  offices,  a  men's  restroom,  and  the  common  vault.  (For  detailed 
floor  plans  of  the  courthouse,  see  pages  100-103.) 

Besides  the  offices  and  depositories  located  in  the  courthouse,  there 
are  two  other  ones:  the  coroner  keeps  his  records  in  his  office  at  his  resi- 
dence in  Stonefort,  and  the  county  home's  records  are  in  the  office  of  the 
superintendent  at  the  county  home  in  Dorrisville,  R.  F.  D.  2,  one  and  one- 
half  miles  from  the  public  square  in  Harrisburg. 

The  distribution  of  records  in  offices  and  vaults  in  the  Saline  County 
courthouse  indicates  that  only  comparatively  recent  records  are  housed  in 
the  individual  offices.  Only  eight  percent  of  record  volumes  are  kept  in 
the  offices,  the  remainder  being  stored  in  the  fireproof  vaults.  A  larger 
proportion  of  record  files,  twenty-seven  percent,  and  twenty  percent  of 
miscellaneous  records  are  stored  in  the  different  offices.  (For  allocation 
of  records,  according  to  offices,  in  the  depositories,  as  well  as  percentages 
of  records  stored  therein,  see  charts  on  pages  96-97;  for  detailed  informa- 
tion on  the  individual  depositories,  with  a  description  of  facilities  for  the 
housing  of  records,  see  charts  on  pages  98-99.) 

Provisions  for  careful  housing  and  maintenance  of  records,  with  a  view 
toward  their  best  preservation,  have  been  carried  out  in  all  offices.  Too, 
records  are  filed  in  good  order  and  are  quickly  available  for  consultation. 
Reason  for  certain  gaps  in  the  county  clerk's  records  cannot  be  determ- 
ined; however,  in  the  changing  of  location  of  these  records,  minor  losses 
must  have  occurred.  Binding  and  repair  of  record  volumes  are  under  di- 
rect supervision  of  the  county  board.  Indexing  and  filing  of  records  fol- 
low systems  adopted  and  employed,  in  general,  by  other  counties  in  Illi- 
nois. 
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(First  entry,  p.  114) 

5.     ABBREVIATIONS,    SYMBOLS,    AND 
EXPLANATORY    NOTES 

alph alphabetical  (ly) 

app _ appendix 

arr.   — _ arranged,  arrangement 

Art Article 

assr _ assessor 

atty attorney 

aud _ auditor 

bd _ _ board 

bdl _... bundle  (s) 

bldg building 

bsmt basement 

of confer    (compare) 

oh.    _ chapter  (s) 

chron ^...chronological  (ly) 

cir circuit 

elk _ clerk 

CO _ county 

coll _ collector 

cont „ _ _ _ continued 

cor coroner 

ct _ » court 

dept department 

ed _ edited,  edition 

f.  b , file  box(es) 

f.  d _ file  drawer(s) 

f.,      ff and  following  page(s) 

fl - ^ — _ floor 

fm _ form 

ft _ _ feet 

hdgs Jieadings 

hdw „ _ handwritten 

hwys _ highways 

ibid „ ibidem  (in  the  same  place) 

i.  e _ id  est  (that  is) 

111 , Illinois  Reports   (Supreme  Court) 

m.  App Illinois  Appellate  Court  (Reports) 

111.  S.  A Illinois    Statutes   Annotated 

in _ „ inch(es) 

L „ _ Laws  (of  Illinois) 

loc.   Cit _ loco  citato  (in  the  plaxie  cited) 

mi „ _ mile(s) 

n _ footnote(s) 

no.   (s)  number (s) 

N.    W Northwestern  Reporter 

off _ _ _ -...office 

op.    cit _ opere  citato  (in  the  work  cited) 

p page(s) 
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pr „ printed 

Priv.  L _ Private  Laws  (of  Illinois) 

pro probate 

rec.   ...„ „ _ recorder 

R.  L Revised  Laws  (of  Illinois) 

rm _ room 

R.  S „ _ Revised  Statutes  (of  Illinois) 

sch school  (s) 

sec section  (s) 

sep separate 

Sess.     „ Session 

sh _ sheriff 

Sp _ Special 

strm storeroom 

supt „ superintendent 

surv surveyor 

treas „ treasurer 

twp.  (s)  township(s) 

U.  S.  R.  S United  States  Revised  Statutes 

U.  S.  S.  L United  States  Statutes  at  Large 

v _ volume  (s) 

vet _ _ _ - veterinarian 

vice  in  place  of 

vlt _ vault 

~  current 

1.  Despite  inaccuracies  in  spelling  and  punctuation,  titles  of  rec- 
ords are  shown  in  the  inventory  proper  exactly  as  on  volumes  and  file 
boxes.      The  current  or  most  recent  title  is  used  as  the  title  of  the  entry. 

2.  Explanatory  additions  to  inadequate  titles  and  corrections  of 
erroneous  titles  are  enclosed  in  parentheses  and  have  initial  capitals. 

3.  In  the  absence  of  titles,  supplied  titles  are  capitalized  and  en- 
closed in  parentheses. 

4.  In  the  title  set-up,  letters  or  numbers  in  parentheses  indicate 
the  exact  labeling  on  volumes  or  file  boxes.  If  the  volumes  or  file  boxes 
are  unlabeled,  no  labeling  is  indicated. 

5.  Title  line  cross  references  are  used  to  complete  series  for  rec- 
ords kept  separately  for  a  period  of  time,  and  in  other  records  for  differ- 
ent periods  of  time,  as  in  entry  30,  "1847-1925  in  Supervisors'  Papers, 
entry  1."  The  description  of  the  master  entry  shows  the  title  and  entry 
number  of  the  record  from  which  the  cross  reference  is  made,  as  in  entry 
1,  "Also  contains  Road  and  Bridge  Levies  (Petitions),  1847-1925,  entry 
30."  Dates  shown  in  the  description  of  the  master  entry  are  only  for  the 
part  or  parts  of  the  record  contained  therein,  and  are  shown  only  when 
they  vary  from  those  of  the  master  entry. 

6.  Separate  third  paragraph  cross  references  from  entry  to  entry, 
and  "see  also"  references  under  subject  headings,  are  used  to  show  prior, 
subsequent,  or  related  records  which  are  not  part  of  the  same  series. 
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7.  Where  no  explanation  of  the  beginning  or  for  the  discontinuance 
of  a  record  is  given,  and  where  no  cross  reference  appears,  the  informa- 
tion explaining  such  beginning  or  discontinuance  could  not  be  ascertained. 

8.  Unless  the  index  is  self-contained,  an  entry  for  the  index  im- 
mediately follows  its  record  entry.  Cross  references  are  given  for  ex- 
ceptions to  this  rule. 

9.  Records  may  be  assumed  to  be  in  good  condition  unless  other- 
wise indicated. 

10.  On  maps  and  plat  records,  the  names  of  author,  engraver,  and 
publisher,  and  information  on  scale  have  been  omitted  only  when  these 
data  were  not  ascertainable. 

11.  Unless  otherwise  specified,  all  records  are  located  in  the  county 
courthouse. 
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B.  COUNTY  OFFICES  AND  THEIR  RECORDS 


(First  entry,  p.  114) 

I.  COUNTY  BOARD 

In  Illinois,  the  county  board  is  that  body  which  exercises  the  corpor- 
ate or  politic  power  of  the  county.^  In  Saline  County  since  1847-  four 
bodies  have  successively  acted  as  a  county  board;  the  county  commission- 
ers' court,  the  county  court,  the  board  of  county  commissioners,  and  the 
board  of  supervisors. 

The  Constitution  of  1818  provided  that  there  should  be  elected  in  each 
county,  for  the  purpose  of  transacting  all  county  business,  three  commis- 
sioners whose  terms  of  service,  powers,  and  duties  should  be  regulated  and 
defined  by  law.^  The  first  General  Assembly  denominated  the  commis- 
sioners a  court  of  record,  styled  the  county  commissioners'  court/  Four 
annual  sessions  were  required  to  be  held  for  six  days  each,  unless  the  busi- 
ness should  be  completed  sooner;  additionally,  any  one  of  the  commission- 
ers had  power,  upon  giving  five  days  notice  to  the  remaining  commission- 
ers and  the  clerk  of  the  court,  to  call  a  special  court  which  had  the  same 
authority  as  at  a  regular  session.^  The  first  commissioners  were  elected 
for  an  irregular  term;"  subsequently,  it  was  provided  that  they  should  be 
elected  at  each  biennial  general  election;"  and  Ln  1837,  the  term  was 
lengthened  to  three  years  and  staggered,  with  one  new  commissioner 
elected  annually.*  Thereafter,  the  commissioner  who  was  longest  in  of- 
fice was  to  be  recognized  as  the  presiding  officer  of  the  court."  Compen- 
sation, originally  set  at  the  sum  of  $2.50  for  each  day's  attendance  in  hold- 
ing court,'"  later  was  reduced  to  $1.50."  In  1821  provision  was  made  for 
the  removal  of  commissioners  for  malfeasance  or  nonfeasance  of  duties, 
with  proceedings  as  in  criminal  cases  ;^  when  the  first  criminal  code  was 
enacted  in  1827,  the  penalty  was  modified  to  a  fine  of  not  more  than  $200, 
with  removal  from  office  only  upon  recommendation  of  the  jury."  Vacan- 
cies resulting  from  any  cause  were  filled  by  special  election  upon  order  of 
the  clerk  of  the  court  to  the  district  judges  of  election." 

In  1848  when  Illinois  adopted  a  new  constitution,  the  county  commis- 
sioners' court  was  discontinued.  In  its  place,  the  constitution  provided 
for  an  administrative  body  to  be  composed  of  an  elected  officer,  the  countj' 


1.  R.   L.  1827,  p.  107;  R.  S.  1845,  p.  130;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  306. 

2.  Saline  County  was  created   in  1847.     Priv.   L.   1847,   p.   34. 

3.  Constitution  of  1818,   Schedule,   sec.  4. 

4.  L.  1819,  p.  175. 

5.  Ibid.,  p.  175,  176. 

6.  Ibid.,  p.  100.  The  commissioners  were  to  be  continued  in  office  from  the  election  held  on  the 
fourth  Monday  in  April,  1819,  until  the  first  Wednesday  in  August,  1820,  and  until  their  successors 
were  elected  and  qualified.  Not  until  1821  was  provision  made  for  the  election  of  such  successors 
(L.  1821,   p.  80). 

7.  L.   1821,   p.  80. 

8.  R.  L  1837,  p.  103,  104.  In  1838,  to  initiate  the  new  procedure,  three  commissioners  were  elected; 
by  lot,  they  held  office  respectively  for  one,  two,  and  three  years. 

9.  Ibid.,   p.  104. 

10.  L   1819,   p.   176. 

11.  R.   L.  1827,  p.  205. 

12.  L.   1821,   p.   20.     Conviction  further  carried   disqualification   from   holding   office   for  one  year. 

13.  R.   L   1827,  p.  145. 

14.  R.   L  1837,  p.  104.     No  election  was  required  to  be  held  if  the  term  of  the  commissioner  vacating 
office  would  have  expired  within  six  months  from  the  date  of  vacancy. 
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judge,  and  such  number  of  justices  of  the  peace  as  should  be  required  by 
law.'-'  In  the  following  legislative  session,  the  General  Assembly  provided 
for  the  election  of  two  justices  of  the  peace  to  sit  with  the  county  judge  to 
transact  county  business.'*  Their  term  of  office,  like  that  of  the  county 
judge,  was  set  at  four  years.'"  This  body,  styled  the  county  court,  was 
required  to  hold  four  sessions  annually  and  when  so  sitting,  had  all  power, 
jurisdiction,  and  authority  formerly  conferred  upon  the  county  commis- 
sioners' court.'*  The  compensation  of  the  county  judge  was  originally  set 
at  $2.50  for  every  day  of  holding  court.'"  In  1855  the  amount  was  in- 
creased to  $3.00.=" 

The  new  constitution  also  directed  the  General  Assembly  to  provide, 
by  general  law,  for  a  township  organization  under  which  any  county  might 
organize  whenever  a  majority  of  the  voters  in  the  county  should  so  de- 
termine.-' By  provision  of  the  subsequent  enabling  acts,=='  a  board  of 
supervisors,  whose  members  were  to  be  elected  one  in  each  township  an- 
nually,-'' was  created  to  transact  all  county  business  in  counties  adopting 
towTiship  organization.-'  The  board  of  supervisors  was  to  meet  for  one 
regular  session  a  year  with  the  provision  that  special  meetings  might  be 
held  when  convenient.-'  The  board  members  were  compensated  at  the 
rate  of  $1.50  a  day,^  and  a  fine  was  provided  in  the  sum  of  $250.00,  for  re- 
fusal to  perform,  or  neglect  of,  duties."' 

Throughout  the  second  constitutional  period.  Saline  County  was  gov- 
erned by  a  county  court.  In  1870  Illinois  adopted  a  new  constitution 
which,  while  continuing  the  provision  for  township  organization  in  coun- 
ties so  electing,--  provided  for  a  different  form  of  county  board  to  supplant 
the  county  court  as  an  administrative  body.  This  board  was  to  consist  of 
three  officers,  styled  county  commissioners,  and  by  subsequent  legislation, 
was  given  all  powers,  jurisdiction,  and  authority  formerly  vested  in  the 
county     court  when  acting  in  its  administrative     capacity.^*       Saline  was 


15.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  16,  17,  19. 

16.  L  1849,  p.  65,  66. 

17.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.   17;   L.  1849,   p.   62,   65,   66. 

18.  L.  1849,  p.  65. 

19.  Ibid.,  p.  63. 

20.  L  1855,  p.  181. 

21.  Constitution   of   1848,    Art.   VII,    sec.   6. 

22.  L.  1849,  p.  190-224;  L  1851,  p.  35-78.  The  later  law  repealed  and  was  a  complete  substitute 
for  the  earlier,  but  so  far  as  their  effect  on  the  sphere  of  county  government  is  concerned,  there  was 
almost  no  difference  between  the  two. 

23.  L  1849,  p.  192;  L  1851,  p.  38. 

24.  L.  1849,  p.  202-4;  L.  1851,  p.  50-52. 

25.  L  1849,  p.  202;  L.  1851,  p.  51.  In  1861  it  was  provided  that  special  meetings  could  be  called 
upon  request  of  one  third  of  the  members  of  the  board  (L.  1861,  p.  236).  Since  1899  the  board 
has  been  required  to  hold  two  regular  meetings   (L.   1899,   p.   363). 

26.  L  1849,  p.  203;  L.  1851,  p.  52.  In  1861  compensation  was  increased  to  $2.00  a  day  (L.  1861, 
p.  238). 

27.  L.  1849,  p.  203,  204.  This  fine  was  reduced  In  1851  to  $200  (L  1851,  p.  52).  Subsequent 
legislation  reduced  it  still  further  and  added  the  more  frequent  penalty  for  misfeasance,  disqualification 
for  office  (R.  S.  1874,  p.  1080). 

28.  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  5. 

29.  Ibid.,  sec.  6;   L   1873-74,   p.  79,  80. 
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under  the  county  commission  form  of  government  until  1890  when  town- 
ship organization  was  instituted.*" 

Since  1874,  population  has  been  recognized  as  a  factor  in  local  repre- 
sentation on  the  board  of  supervisors.  In  that  year,  each  town  or  city,  in 
addition  to  its  regular  supervisor,  became  entitled  to  one  assistant  super- 
visor if  it  had  four  thousand  or  more  inhabitants,  two  if  sixty-five  hun- 
dred, and  one  more  for  every  additional  twenty-five  hundred.'"  The  as- 
sistant supervisors,  whose  terms  run  concurrently  with  those  of  the  regu- 
lar supervisors,'*^'  have  no  power  or  duties  as  town  officers,  but  are  mem- 
bers of  the  county  board  and  enjoy  the  same  powers  and  rights  as  other 
members.*'  The  population  requirements  in  this  respect  have  since 
changed,  but  have  not  affected  Saline  County.^'  At  present  its  board  of 
supervisors  has  twenty-two  members.  The  term  of  office  of  supervisors, 
lengthened  in  1889  to  two  years,-^'  was  further  extended  in  1929  to  four 
years.*"  Compensation  was  increased  from  $1.50  to  $5.00  a  day  in  1919,*' 
lowered  to  $4.00  in  1933,^'*  and  raised  again  to  $5.00  in  1937,'»  with  an  al- 
lowance of  five  cents  per  mile  for  necessary  travel. 

The  functions  of  the  Illinois  county  board,  in  contrast  to  its  legal  sta- 
tus, have  undergone  little  change  since  the  beginning  of  statehood,  the 
development  being  merely  one  of  accretion  and  increasing  complexity  of 
duties  within  a  well-defined  and  nearly  static  sphere  of  authority  and  jur- 
isdiction. The  law  establishing  the  court  of  county  commissioners  con- 
ferred upon  it  jurisdiction  in  all  matters  concerning  county  revenue.*"  Of 
this  basic  provision,  nearly  all  other  statutory  powers  of  the  court  can  be 
considered  extensions;  some,  enunciated  in  the  same  law,  already  show 
such  a  legislative  viewpoint.  The  court  was  given  power  to  regulate  and 
impose  the  county  tax,  and  to  grant  such  licenses  as  might  also  bring  in  a 
revenue;  additionally,  it  was  given  authority  over  all  public  roads,  canals, 
turnpike  roads,  and  toll  bridges."  Other  legislation  by  the  first  General 
Assembly  gave  the  court  power  to  buy  and  sell  lots  whereon  to  erect 
county  buildings  and  to  contract  for  their  construction; '=  later,  in  the  case 
of  the  courthouse  at  least,  the  court  was  declared  to  have  the  care  and 
custody  of  the  property  and  the  right  to  make  certain  disposition  of  it." 


30.  Saline   County  adopted  township   organization   in   1889,   but  the  change  was   not  effective   until    1890. 

31.  R.  S.  1874,  p.  1075. 

32.  L.  1933,  p.  1115. 

33.  R.  S.  1874,  p.  1078,  1080;  L.  1925,  p.  605;  L.  1929,  p.  774;  L.  1931,  p.  905,  907;  L.  1933, 
p.  1115. 

34.  In  1931  a  different  set  of  population  requirements  Wcis  applied  in  counties  of  one  hundred  thousand 
or  more  inhabitants  (L.  1931,  p.  908).  Two  years  later  the  differentiating  figure  was  reduced  to 
ninety  thousand  (L  1933,  p.  1116).  Saline  County  with  Its  population  of  37,100,  according  to 
the  1930   U.  S.   Census,  was  not  affected  at  either  time.     Population  Bulletin,  p.  9. 


35. 

L  1889,  p.  109;  L.  1917,  p.  793;  L.  1925,  p.  605. 

36. 

L  1929,  p.  774,  775;  L  1931,  p.  906. 

37. 

L.  1849,  p.  203;  L.  1857,  p.  186;  L.  1871-72,  p.  444;  L.  1919,  p.  569, 

38. 

L.  1933,  p.  615. 

39. 

L  1937,  p.  601. 

40. 

L  1819,  p.  175. 

41. 

Ibid. 

42. 

Ibid.,  p.  237,  238. 

43. 

L.  1843,  p.  128. 
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Care  of  the  indigent  was  also  made  a  function  of  the  court;  it  was  required 
to  make  appropriations,  to  be  levied  and  collected  in  the  same  manner  as 
other  county  revenue,  for  their  support.  As  an  extension  of  this  fiscal 
function,  it  was  required  to  appoint  an  overseer  of  the  poor  in  every  town- 
ship and  establish  a  county  poorhouse  if  necessary."  Fiscal  control  over 
school  lands  was  exercised  at  first  solely  through  the  court's  power  of  ap- 
pointment of  the  trustees  of  school  lands  ;*^  after  the  creation  of  the  office 
of  county  school  commissioner,"  firmer  control  was  effected  through  the 
medium  of  reports  which  the  commissioner  was  required  to  submit  to  the 
court.'"  By  the  terms  of  another  early  provision,  a  significant  precursor 
of  many  similar  ones  to  be  found  in  more  recent  years,  the  court  also  had 
authority  to  examine  the  full  accounts  of  the  commissioner.'"  Other  as- 
pects of  government  which,  if  farther  removed  from  the  fiscal  core,  come 
early  into  this  jurisdictional  sphere,  are  elections  and  juries.  With  re- 
gard to  the  former,  the  court  was  authorized  to  establish  election  pre- 
cincts,** appoint  judges  of  election,-*  and  allow  compensation  to  election  of- 
ficials for  services  and  stationery.^'  Its  duty  with  regard  to  juries  was 
relatively  simple;  it  was  required  to  select  two  panels  each  of  petit  and 
grand  jurors.  The  former  were  required  to  be  enrolled  on  the  list  of  tax- 
able inhabitants;  the  latter,  only  to  be  freeholders  or  householders.'* 

The  substitution  of  the  county  court  for  the  county  commissioners' 
court  produced  no  important  changes  in  the  sphere  of  government;  neither 
the  second  constitution  nor  the  enabling  legislation  made  any  original  pro- 
nouncements with  regard  to  the  powers  or  duties  of  the  former." 

The  revised  law  on  township  organization,  in  the  main,  only  made  more 
inclusive  and  definite  the  powers  of  the  board.=^  The  board  was  given  au- 
thority to  purchase  and  hold  any  land  within  the  county  for  the  use  of  its 
inhabitants;  it  was  also  given  authority  to  make  such  contracts,  and  to 
purchase  and  hold  such  personal  property  as  might  be  necessary  to  the 
exercise  of  its  powers;  moreover,  it  could  make  such  orders  for  the  disposi- 
tion, regulation,  or  use  of  the  corporate  property  as  might  seem  to  be  to 
the  interest  of  the  inhabitants.'-^  Explicit  also,  was  the  authority  to  audit 
all  claims  against  the  county,  and  the  accounts  of  such  officers  as  were  not 
otherwise  provided  for  by  law.=«  The  board  was  also  given  power  to  ap- 
propriate funds  for  the  construction  of  roads  and  bridges  in  any  part  of 


44.  L  1819,  p.  127;  L.  1839,  p.  138,  139. 

45.  R.  L  1827,  p.  366. 

46.  R.  L  1829,  p.  150. 

47.  L  1831,  p.  175;  R.  S.  1845,  p.  500,  501. 

48.  L  1831,  p.  175. 

49.  L.  1821,  p.  74.  There  was  in  this  law  and  in  many  of  those  following,  a  limit  to  the  number  of 
precincts  which  could  be  established.  See  L  1825,  p.  168;  R.  L  1827,  p.  256;  R.  L.  1829,  p.  54; 
L.  1835,  p.  141.  Prior  to  1821,  each  township  was  declared  by  statute  to  constitute  an  election 
district  (L  1819,  p.  90). 

50.  L   1819,   p.   90. 

51.  Ibid.,   p.   99. 

52.  Ibid.,  p.  255;  L.  1823,  p.  182. 

53.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  19;   L.  1849,   p.  65. 

54.  The  Act  of  February  17,   1851,   previously  cited   (L  1851,  p.   35-78). 

55.  Ibid.,   p.  50. 

56.  Ibid.,  p.   51. 
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the  county  whenever  a  majority  of  the  whole  board  might  deem  it  proper 
and  expedient.'*' 

From  the  enabling  legfislation  of  the  present  constitutional  period  is 
drawn  the  following  brief  statement  of  the  principal  functions  of  the  county 
board : 

1.  The  purchase,  sale,  and  custody  of  the  real  and 
personal  property  of  the  county. 

2.  The  examination  and  settlement  of  accounts  against 
the  county. 

3.  The  issuance  of  orders  on  the  county  treasury  in 
pursuance  of  its  fiscal  administration. 

4.  The  examination  of  accounts  concerning  the  receipts 
and  expenditures  of  county  officers.^ 

The  supervision  of  elections,'*"  the  selection  of 
juries;*"  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  roads 
and  bridges  ;*i  the  care  of  the  indigent,  infirm,  and 
disabled."^ 
6.     The  appropriation  of  funds  necessary  to  the  effect- 
ing of  its  functions;""  the  raising  of  such  sums 
through  taxation;  and  in  general,  the  management 
of  county  funds  and  county  business." 

At  all  times  the  county  board  has  had  a  clerk  who  has  served  it  in  a 
ministerial  capacity.  The  law  creating  the  county  commissioners'  court 
provided  that  it  should  have  such  an  officer,  and  gave  it  the  power  to  ap- 
point him."°  This  appointive  power  was  rescinded  in  1837  by  an  act  which 
made  the  office  elective."* 

When  the  county  court  supplanted  the  county  commissioners'  court, 
the  office  of  clerk  of  the  latter  body  ceased  to  exist.  A  new  office  was 
created  by  statute,  that  of  clerk  of  the  county  court.*'  When  the  court 
sat  for  the  transaction  of  county  business,  its  clerk  was  in  effect  a  clerk 
of  a  county  board;  legal  recognition  of  this  distinction  was  given  in  the 
provision  that  the  clerk  should  keep  his  records  of  the  court's  administra- 
tive actions  separate  from  those  of  its  judicial  actions.  For  this  pur- 
pose two  sets  of  books  were  to  be  kept.** 

In  1870  the  new  constitution  established  the  office  of  county  clerk;*" 
subsequently,  the  General  Assembly  provided  that  the  county  clerk  should 


57. 

L   1851,   p.  51. 

58. 

R.   S.  1874,   p.  306,   307. 

59. 

Ibid.,    p.   456,   468. 

60. 

Ibid.,   p.   630. 

61. 

Ibid.,    p.    310. 

62. 

Ibid.,  p.  757,  758. 

63. 

Ibid.,  p.  307. 

64. 

Ibid.,   p.  306,  307. 

65. 

L.   1819,    p.   175. 

66. 

R.   L.  1837,  p.  49. 

67. 

L.  1849,   p.  63. 

68. 

Ibid.,  p.   66. 

69. 

Constitution  of  1870,  Art.   X,   sec.   8 
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act  as  clerk  of  the  county  board™  as  well  as  clerk  of  the  county  court.'™ 
From  that  time  to  the  present,  the  county  board  has  been  served  in  a  min- 
isterial capacity  by  this  officer. 

The  major  record  kept  by  the  clerk  for  the  county  board  is  the  min- 
utes of  its  proceedings.  This  heterogeneous  record  includes  orders  to  issue 
warrants  on  the  county  treasury;  the  board's  consideration  of  the  action 
on  reports  of  committees  of  its  members  on  roads  and  bridges,  indigent 
and  infirm  relief,  schools,  taxation,  etc.;  and  its  orders  in  regard  to  juries, 
licenses,  and  other  matters  within  its  jurisdiction.''' 

The  clerk  also  keeps,  separately,  a  register  of  orders  issued  on  the 
county  treasury  and  lists  of  jury  venire;  files  and  preserves  all  bills  of  ac- 
counts acted  on  by  the  board;  and  has  custody  of  reports  required  to  be 
made  to  the  board  by  the  county  treasurer,  various  school  bodies,  and  a 
number  of  county  officers.'*  An  obligation  to  preserve  a  multiplicity  of 
other  records  is  clearly  set  forth  in  the  general  provision  requiring  the 
clerk  to  have  the  care  and  custody  of  all  papers  appertaining  to,  as  well 
as  filed  in,  his  office.'* 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  BOARD 

1.  Supervisors'  Papers,  1847-.  166  f.  b.  Title  varies:  County 
Board  Papers. 

Files  of  county  administrative  body,  including  communications,  roll  calls, 
minutes  of  meetings,  claims,  reports  of  committees,  appropriations,  jury 
lists,  official  bulletins,  semiannual  reports  of  county  officers,  semi- 
annual reports  of  receipts  and  disbursements,  reports  of  births,  county 
officers'  bonds,  road  petitions,  election  papers,  and  general  tax  levies. 
Also  contains  Road  and  Bridge  Levies  (Petitions),  1847-1925,  entry  30. 
Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  No  index.  Hdw.,  and  hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  IVz  x  4^^  x 
10  —  10y2  X  5  X  14.  153  f,  b.,  1847-1910,  common  vlt.,  bsmt.;  13  f.  b., 
1911-,  CO.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

2.  Supervisors'  Record,  1847-.  9  v.  (A,  1  not  lettered,  A-G). 
Missing:  1858-74.  Title  varies:  County  Commissioners'  Rec- 
ord; Order  Book. 

Record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  county  board  in  its  various  forms,  includ- 
ing minutes  of  meetings,  communications,  reports  of  committees  and 
county  officers,  resolutions  on  petitions,  action  on  claims,  bonds  of  township 
and  county  officers,  tax  levies,  and  other  transactions  of  county  business. 
Also  contains  Semiannual  Report  Record,  1847-1905,  1907-,  entry  39. 
Arr.  by  date  of  proceedings.  No  index.  1847-1933,  hdw.;  1934-,  typed 
600  p.  18  X  13  x  3.  V.  A.  1  v.  not  lettered,  A-F,  1847-1933,  co.  elk's  vlt., 
1st  fl.;  V.  G,  1934-,  co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 


70.  R.  S.  1874,  p.  322. 

71.  Ibid.,  p.  260. 

72.  L  1819,  p.  6,  28,  77,  127,  334,  335,  352;  R.  L  1829,  p.  151-53;  L.  1831,  p.  89,  90;  L.  1835, 
p.  131,  132,  136;  L.  1839,  p.  71,  72;  R.  S.  1845,  p.  287,  342,  403,  437;  L  1849,  p.  66;  L  1861, 
p.  234-37;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  322. 

73.  R.  L.  1827,  p.  366;  L.  1845,  p.  169;  R.  S.  1845,  p.  136;  L.  1861,  p.  237;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  325. 

74.  R.  S.  1874,  p.  322. 
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DISPOSITION  OF  ACCOUNTS 

Appropriation  of  Funds  (See 
also  entries  1,  307) 

3.  Budget  Account,  1933-.      2  v. 

Account  of  moneys  appropriated  by  board  of  supervisors  to  various  county 
funds,  showing  date  and  amount  of  appropriation,  name  of  fund  credited, 
amount  and  purpose  of  disbursements,  fund  upon  which  drawn,  total 
amount  of  disbursements,  and  balance  available  in  each  fund.  Arr.  by 
date  of  transaction.  No  index.  1933-36,  hdw.  on  pr.  fm.;  1937--,  hdw. 
under  pr.  hdgs.  400  —  550  p.  12  x  20  x  IVa  —  12  x  18  x  3.  1  v.,  1933-36, 
CO.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl.;  1  v.,  1937-,  co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

Bills  and  Claims  (See  also 
entries  1,  2) 

4.  Oaims  Against  Saline  County,  1917—.       6  f.  b. 

Audited  claims  against  Saline  County,  showing  name  and  address  of  claim- 
ant, date,  amount,  and  nature  of  claim,  signature  of  auditor,  and  dates  of 
approval  and  payment.  No  obvious  arr.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr. 
hdgs.      101/2  X  5  X  14.      Co.  elk's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

5.  Claim  Record,  1886--.      5  v.  (A-E). 

Register  of  claims  against  Saline  County,  showing  name  and  address  of 
claimant,  date,  amount,  number,  and  nature  of  claim,  and  dates  of  approv- 
al and  payment.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  claimant.  No  index.  Hdw. 
under  pr.  hdgs.  300  p.  18  x  12  x  IVa.  V.  A-D,  1886-1929,  co.  elk's  vlt., 
1st  fl.;  V.  E,  1930",  CO.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

6.  State-Aid  Road  Claims,  1927-.       1  carton,  2  f .  b. 

County  highway  claims  showing  name  of  claimant,  amount  of  appropria- 
tion, claim  number,  and  certificate  of  approval.  No  obvious  arr.  No 
index.  Typed.  Carton  12  x  10  x  18;  f.  b.  101/2  x  5  x  14.  1  carton,  1927- 
29,  common  vlt.,  bsmt.;  2  f.  b.,  1930-,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

7.  State-Aid  Road  Claims-Paid,  1927-.       2  f.  b. 

Claims  against  state-aid  road  fund,  showing  name  and  address  of  claim- 
ant, requisition,  claims  and  purchase  order  numbers,  quantity,  description, 
and  price  of  supplies,  amount  and  date  of  claim,  and  dates  of  approval  and 
payment.  Arr.  by  date  of  claim.  No  index.  Typed.  10 14  x  5  x  14. 
Co.  elk's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

8.  Motor  Fuel  Tax  Oaims  (Paid),  1927-.      2  f.  b. 

County  highway  claims  against  motor  fuel  tax  fund,  showing  date,  amount, 
and  number  of  claim,  name  of  claimant,  distribution  of  claim,  description 
of  material,  certification  and  approval  of  claim,  and  affidavit  of  claimant. 
No  obvious  arr.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  lOi/^  x  5  x  14.  Co.  elk's 
vlt.,  1st  fl. 

For  other  claims  against  motor  fuel  tax  fund,  see  entry  31. 
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Register  of  County  Orders  (See 
also  entries  310-313) 

9.     Jury  Register,  1884-.       2  v. 
Register  of  jury  warrants,     showing  name  and  address  of  juror,       date  of 
warrant,  days  of  service,  mileage,  amount  of  payment,  and  receipt.       Arr. 
by  date  of  warrant.    No  index.    Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.    300  p.  17  x  15  x  1^. 
1  v.,     1884-1912,  attic  strm.,  3rd  fl.;  1  v  .,  1913-,  co  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

10.  Highway  Warrant  Register,  1927-.  2  v. 
Register  of  county  highway  warrants,  showing  date,  name  of  fund,  war- 
rant and  claim  numbers,  name  of  payee,  purpose  of  payment,  total  num- 
ber of  warrants  issued,  and  date  of  cancellation  by  bank.  Arr.  by  date  of 
warrant.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  85  p.  14  x  12  x  1.  1  v., 
1927-31,  CO.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl.;  1  v.,  1932-,  co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

11.  Motor  Fuel  Tax  Warrant  Register,  1927-.       2  v. 
Register     of  motor  fuel  tax  warrants,     showing     date  of  warrant,     claim    ] 
number,  name  of  payee,  and  purpose  and  amount  of  payment.    Arr.  by  date 
of  warrant.       No  index.       Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.      80  p.  14  x  12  x  1.       Co. 
elk's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

12.  Sheep  KiUed  By  Dogs,  1880-90.      1  v. 
Register  of  sheep  bounty  warrants,     showing  name  of  sheep  owner,    num- 
ber of  sheep  killed,  valuation,  and  amount  of  payment  to  owner.       Arr.  by 
date  of  warrant.      No  index.      Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.       150  p.  16  x  11  x  1. 
Attic  strm.,  3rd  fl. 

13.  Register  of  County  Orders  Issued,  1860-67.       1  v. 
Register  of  county  orders  issued  by  commissioners,  showing  name  of  payee, 
purpose  and  amount  of  payment,  dates  of  order  and  cancellation,  and  re- 
marks.     Arr.  by  date  of  order.      No  index.      Hdw.  vmder  pr.  hdgs.      300  p. 
16  X  11  X  2.      Attic  strm.,  3rd  fl. 

Cancelled  County  Orders 

14.  Cancelled  Orders  and  Jury  Certificates,  1873-.       2  f.  b. 
Cancelled  county  orders  and  jury  certificates  showing  date,  name  of  payee, 
purpose     and    amount  of  payment,  and  signature  of  clerk.       No     obvious 
arr.      No  index.      Typed.      10 1/2  x  5  x  14.       Co.  elk's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

15.  County  Orders  (Stubs),  1861-.  27  v. 
Stub  record  of  county  orders  issued,  showing  order  number,  date,  amount, 
and  purpose  of  warrant,  and  name  of  recipient.  Also  contains  Birth  (and 
Death)  Report  Warrants,  1878-1901,  1904-,  entry  20.  Arr.  by  order  no. 
No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  150  p.  16  x  12  x  1.  25  v.,  1861-1928,  attic 
strm.,  3rd  fl.;  2  v.,  1929-,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

16.  Jurj'  Certificate,  1904-.  4  v. 
Stubs  of  jury  certificates,  showing  date  of  term,  certificate  number,  num- 
ber of  days  of  service,  mileage,  amount  of  payment,  and  signature  of  jur- 
or. Arr.  by  certificate  no.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  200  p.  20  x 
12  x  1.  3  v.,  1904-30,  common  vlt.,  bsmt.;  1  v.,  1931--,  co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st 
fl. 
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17.  Cash  Warrants  (Stubs),  1915--.      11  v. 

Stub  record  of  warrants  issued  against  county  funds,  showing  warrant 
number,  name  of  payee,  and  purpose,  amount,  and  date  of  payment.  Arr. 
by  warrant  no.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  200  p.  19  x  12  x  1.  4  v., 
1915-26,  attic  strm.,  3rd  fl.;  7  v.,  1927-,  co.  clk.'s  vlt,  1st  fl. 

18.  Special  Road  Bond  Issue  Warrants,  1927—.      1  v. 

Stubs  of  warrants  issued  against  fund  accruing  from  special  road  bond 
issue,  showing  warrant  number,  name  of  payee,  amount,  and  date  of  can- 
cellation. Arr.  by  warrant  no.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  200  p. 
181/2  X  12  X  1.       Co.  elk's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

19.  County  Highway  Tax  Fund,  1930-.       2  v. 

Stub  record  of  warrants  issued  against  county  highway  tax  fund,  showing 
number,  date,  purpose,  and  amount  of  warrant,  and  name  of  payee.  Arr. 
by  warrant  no.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  200  p.  18  x  12  x  1.  Co. 
elk's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

20.  Birth  (and  Death)  Report  Warrants,  1902-3.      1  v.      1878-1901, 
1904—  in  County  Orders  (Stubs),  entry  15. 

Stub  record  of  warrants  issued  for  birth  and  death  reports,  showing  name 
of  physician  or  midwife,  and  date  and  amount  of  warrant.  Arr.  by  date 
of  warrant.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  200  p.  18  x  12  x  1.  Attic 
strm.,  3rd  fl. 

For  original  birth  reports,  see  entry  1, 

21.  State-Aid  Road  Warrants,  1929-32.      1  v. 

Stubs  of  warrants  issued  for  work  done  on  state-aid  roads,  showing  date, 
name  of  payee,  and  amount  of  warrant.  Arr.  by  date  of  warrant.  No 
index.      Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.      200  p.  16  x  12  x  1.      Co.  elk's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

Pension  Funds  and  Applications  (See 
also  entries  32,  193-195) 

22.  Applications  for  Relief  of  Blind,  1915-.      1  f.  b. 

Original  applications  for  blind  pensions,  showing  name,  address,  marital 
status,  and  age  of  applicant,  amount  of  income,  date  of  application,  length 
of  residence  in  county,  sworn  statement  by  examining  physician,  and 
amount  of  allowance  by  county  board.  No  obvious  arr.  No  index. 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.      IOV2  x  5  x  14.       Co.  elk's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

23.  Record  of  Application  for  Relief  of  Blind,  1915-.       2  v.  (1,  2). 

Record  of  applications  for  blind  relief  pensions,  showing  date,  application 
number,  name  and  address  of  applicant,  dates  referred  to  examiner,  and 
date  and  amount  of  payment.  Arr.  by  date  of  application.  Indexed  alph, 
by  name  of  applicant.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  264  p.  18  x  12  x  2.  V.  1,  1915- 
36,  CO.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl.;  v.  2,  1937--,  co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 


MANAGEMENT  OF  COUNTY  PROPERTIES  AND  ROADS 
Bond  Issues 

24.     Cancelled  School  Bonds  and  Levies,  Road  Bonds,  1915-28.     1  f.  b. 
Cancelled  school  and  road  bonds  and  lists  of  levies,  showing  date,     amount 
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of  levy,  and  amount  and  purpose  of  bond.  No  obvious  arr.  No  index. 
Typed,  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.    101/2  x  5  x  14.      Co.  elk's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

25.  Register  of  School  District  Bonds,  1928--.  1  v.  (1). 
Register  of  school  bonds,  showing  name  of  school  district  issuing  bonds, 
purpose  of  bond  issue,  date  and  amount  of  bonds,  rate  of  interest,  and 
dates  of  maturity  and  registration.  Arr.  by  date  of  bond.  Indexed  by 
school  district  no.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  318  p.  16  x  11  x  1.  Co.  elk's 
vlt.,  1st  fl. 

26.  Township  Bond  Register,  1921-.       1  v.   (1). 

Register  of  bonds  issued  by  townships,  showing  names  of  township  and 
improvement,  date,  amount,  and  purpose  of  bond  issue,  rate  of  interest, 
date  of  maturity,  and  remarks.  Arr.  by  date  of  bond.  Indexed  alph. 
by  name  of  improvement,  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  132  p.  1714  x  12  x  %. 
Co.  elk's  vlt,  1st  fl. 

27.  Bond  Register,  Roads,  1908-.  2  v.  (1  not  numbered,  1). 
Register  of  highway  bonds,  showing  date,  number,  amount,  rate  of  interest, 
and  purpose  of  bond  issue,  dates  of  maturity  and  cancellation,  and  remarks. 
Arr.  by  date  of  bond.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  twp.  Hdw.  under  pr. 
hdgs.  132  p.  18  X  12  X  1.  1  v.  not  numbered,  1908-21,  attic  strm.,  3rd  fl.; 
V.  1,  1922-,  CO.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

Insurance 

28.  Insurance  Policies,  1938--.       1  bdl. 

Original  insurance  policies  covering  county  properties,  showing  amounts 
of  policy  and  premium  payments,  date  and  terms  of  policy,  and  names  of 
insured  buildings  and  insurance  companies.  No  obvious  arr.  No  index. 
Typed  on  pr.  fm.      IOV2  x  5  x  14.      Treas's  off.,  1st  fl. 

Motor  Fuel  Tax  Allotments  and 
Road  Transactions 

29.  Road  and  Bridges  (Miscellaneous  Papers),  1850—.      6  f.  b. 
Miscellaneous  road  and  bridge  papers  including  petitions  for  road  improve- 
ments, and  supervisors'  reports;  also  includes  railroad  assessments.       Also 
contains  Road    and  Bridge  Levies,    1858-1924,  entry  50.       No  obvious  arr. 
No  index.      Hdw.  and  typed.      10 14  x  5  x  14.       Co.  elk's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

30.  Road  and  Bridge  Levies  (Petitions),  1926-.       1  f.  b.       1847-1925 
in  Supervisors'  Papers,  entry  1. 

Petitions  for  consent  of  town  boards  to  increase  tax  to  be  used  for  road 
and  bridge  improvements,  including  certificates  of  levy  for  roads  and 
bridges.  No  obvious  arr.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  10  ^/^  x  5  x  14. 
Co.  elk's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

31.  Motor  Fuel  Tax  Funds,  1930-.       1  f.  b. 

Motor  fuel  tax  papers  including  affidavits  of  accounts,  claims  against 
motor  fuel  tax  fund,  itemized  statements  of  disbursements  for  construc- 
tion purposes,  and  lists  of  motor  fuel  tax  receipts  and  refunds  due  county. 
Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  10%  x  5  x  14.  Co. 
clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 
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REPORTS  TO  BOARD 
(See  also  entries  1,  2,  332) 

82.  County  Treasurer  (Annual  Reports),  1865-.      2  f.  b. 
Treasurer's  annual  reports  to  county  board  of  various  accounts,     including 
liquor  license,    relief,  dog  license,     old  age  assistance,     births    and  deaths, 
mothers'  pension,     and  maintenance     expense  accounts.       Arr.  by  date  of 
report.      No  index.      Hdw.  and  typed.      101/2  x  5  x  14.     Co.  elk's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

83.  Circuit  Qerk's  Report,  1875--.       2  f.  b. 

Circuit  clerk's  semi-annual  reports  to  county  board,  showing  date,  item- 
ized lists  of  earnings  for  recordings,  court  costs,  and  miscellaneous  offi- 
cial services,  and  amount  of  receipts.  Arr.  by  date  of  report.  No  index. 
Hdw.  and  typed.       10 1/2  x  5  x  14.      Co.  elk's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

34.     County  Clerk  (Reports),  1878-.      1  f.  b. 

County  clerk's  annual  reports  to  county  board,  including  itemized  lists  of 
receipts  for  costs  in  probate  cases  and  for  miscellaneous  official  services. 
Arr.  by  date  of  report.  No  index.  Hdw.  and  typed.  10^^  x  5  x  14. 
Co.  elk's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

85.     Sheriffs  Report,  1883--.     3  f.  b. 
Sheriff's  semi-annual  reports  to  the  county  board,  including  account  of  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures,  lists  of  prisoners,     and  lists  of  total  expenses  for 
office   and  jail.      Arr.    by  date   of   report.       No   index.      Hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 
101/2  X  5  X  14.      Co.  elk's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

36.  (Report  of  County  Superintendent  of  Schools),  1885—.       1  f.  b. 

File  of  county  superintendent  of  school's  annual  reports  to  county  board  of 
office  receipts  and  expenditures;  also  contains  magistrates'  reports  of  fines, 
penalties,  and  forfeitures,  showing  name  of  person  fined  and  date  and 
amount  of  fine.  Arr.  by  date  of  report.  No  index.  Hdw.  and  typed. 
10y2  X  5  X  14.      Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

37.  State's  Attorney's  Reports,  1904-.      1  f.  b. 

State's  attorney's  semi-annual  reports  to  county  clerk,  showing  amounts 
of  fees  collected  from  county  clerk,  and  fines  collected  from  justices  of  the 
peace.  Arr.  by  date  of  report.  No  index.  Hdw.  and  typed. 
10%  X  5  X  14.     Co.  elk's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

38.  School  Treasurer's  Report,  1908-.  1  f.  b. 
Superintendent  of  schools'  annual  reports  to  county  board  compiled  from 
township  school  trustees'  annual  reports  to  county  superintendent  of 
schools,  showing  name  and  number  of  district,  date  of  report,  balance  in 
fund  at  end  of  previous  year,  amounts  of  receipts  from  taxation  and  sale  of 
school  property,  loans  from  banks  and  other  sources,  amount  of  money  ex- 
pended, total  amounts  of  receipts  and  expenditures,  and  fund  balance. 
Arr.  by  date  of  report.  No  index.  Typed  under  pr.  hdgs.  10 14  x  5  x  14. 
Co.  elk's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

For  reports  of  school  trustees  to  superintendent  of  schools,     see  entry 
333. 
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39.  Semiannual  Report  Record,  1906.       1  v.       1847-1905,     1907--  in 
Supervisors'  Record,  entry  2. 

Copies  of  county  clerk's  semi-annual  reports  to  county  board,  showing  date 
of  report,  amounts  of  fees,  receipts,  and  expenditures,  and  signature  of 
clerk.  Arr.  by  date  of  report.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  county  clerk. 
Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.      148  p.  18  x  12  x  1^^.      Co.  elk's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

40.  Statement  of  Taxes  Charged,  1921-.       2  f.  b. 

County  clerk's  annual  tax  statements  to  county  board,  showing  itemized 
assessments  and  taxes  charged  on  real,  personal,  anc^  railroad  property, 
name  and  address  of  property  owner,  description  of  property,  assessed  and 
equalized  value,  tax  spread,  and  total  taxes.  No  obvious  arr.  No  index. 
Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.      10  Va  x  5  x  14.      Co.  elk's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

41.  Record  of  Proceedings  and  Examinations,  1908-11.       4  v.  (1-4). 
Missing:     1910. 

Reports  of  proceedings  of  mining  board  relative  to  examinations  of  miners 
for  certificates  of  competency,  showing  name  of  and  personal  and  occupa- 
tional statistics  concerning  miner,  date  of  report,  number,  date,  and  rec- 
ord of  examination,  and  date  of  certificate  or  refusal.  Arr.  by  date  of  re- 
port. No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  580  p.  16  x  12  x  2.  Attic  strm., 
3rd  fl. 

JURY  LISTS 

(See  also  entries  1,  237  [i], 
251,  272-274,  311) 

42.  Jury  List,  1898-.       5  f.  b. 

Jury  lists  showing  names  and  addresses  of  persons  selected  for  jury  serv- 
ice, and  date.  No  obvious  arr.  No  index.  Typed.  10 1/2  x  5  x  14. 
3  t.  b.,  1898-1929,  attic  strm.,  3rd  fl.;  2  f.  b.,  1930-,    eo.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 
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(Next  entry  43,  p.  125) 

II.     COUNTY    CLERK 

Forerunner  of  the  present  county  clerk  was  the  clerk  of  the  county 
commissioners'  court.  This  court  was  the  administrative  body  in  Saline 
County  from  1847,  the  date  of  organization  of  the  county,  to  1849.^  The 
Constitution  of  1848  and  laws  of  1849  created  a  new  judicial  branch  of 
county  government  presided  over  by  the  county  judge  and  entitled  the 
"county  court,"  and  provided  for  the  quadrennial  election  of  a  "clerk  of 
the  county  court."-  In  addition  to  his  duties  as  clerk  of  the  judicial  court, 
the  incumbent  was  also  to  act  as  clerk  of  the  administrative  branch  of 
government  which  consisted  of  the  county  judge  and  two  justices  of  the 
peace.^ 

The  above-mentioned  clerks  all  performed  the  duties  of  county  clerk 
as  well  as  those  of  clerks  of  a  judicial  or  administrative  body.  In  fact, 
legislation  frequently  referred  to  these  incumbents  as  "county  clerks"  when 
defining  duties  relating  to  county  business  as  distinct  from  duties  as  clerks 
of  judicial  or  administrative  bodies.  The  Constitution  of  1870  specifically 
provided  for  a  county  clerk*  who  has  continued  to  act  to  the  present  in  this 
capacity,  and  also  as  clerk  of  the  county  board^  and  clerk  of  the  county 
court."  The  revised  statutes  of  1874  adopted  the  use  of  a  distinction  of 
titles  for  each  of  his  ex-officio  capacities,  applying  the  title  "county  clerk" 
only  when  referring  to  his  duties  as  such.'  It  is  the  performance  of  these 
duties  that  give  rise  to  the  records  dealt  with  in  this  section. 

The  first  clerk  of  the  county  commissioners'  court  of  Saline  County 
was  elected^  in  1847  for  a  two-year  term.°  A  bond  of  $1,000  was  set." 
The  clerk  of  the  county  court  served  for  a  four-year  term  and  was  bonded 
in  the  sum  of  $3,000."  The  Constitution  of  1870  and  the  revised  statutes 
of  1874,  establishing  the  office  of  county  clerk,  provided  for  his  election 
for  a  quadrennial  term,  and  that  the  amount  of  his  bond  be  set  by  the 
county  board.^-  The  bond  is  entered  upon  the  records  of  his  office,  and  de- 
posited with  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court.  He  is  required  to  take  oath, 
and  is  commissioned  by  the  Governor."  The  coimty  seal  is  kept  by  the 
clerk  and  is  used  by  him  when  required. 

In  general,  the  county  clerk's  performance  of  his  function  results  in 
records  relating  to  the  following:  taxation,  vital  statistics,  licenses,  and 
bonds.  Various  officials  and  agencies  having  authority  over  these  mat- 
ters report  to,  or  deposit  records  with,  the  county  clerk  who  in  this  manner 
acts  as  a   coordinating  factor  in  the  execution    of    local  and  state  affairs. 


1.  Constitution  of  1818,  Schedule,  sec.  4;  L.  1819,  p.  175. 

2.  Constitution  of  1848,   Art.  V.,   sec.  16,    18,    19,    L.   1849,   p.   62,   63. 

3.  L  1849,  p.  65,  66. 

4.  Constitution    of    1870,    Art.    VI,    sec.    18    and    Art.    X,    sec.    8. 

5.  R.  S.  1874,   p.  322. 

6.  Ibid.,   p.   260. 

7.  Ibid.,   p.    260,   322. 

8.  R.   L.   1837,   p.   49. 

9.  L   1845,   p.   28.      Effective  in  1847. 

10.  L.  1819,  p.  176,  177;  R.  L.  1833,  p.  143;  R.  S.  1845,  p.  131. 

11.  L  1849,  p.  63,  64. 

12.  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  8;  R.  S.  1874,   p.  321. 

13.  R.  S.   1874,   p.  321. 
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In  regard  to  other  of  these  matters,  the  clerk  is  required  to  perform  duties 
on  his  own  behalf  and  retain  the  records  resulting  from  such  performance. 

Illustrations  of  both  of  these  procedures  may  be  found  by  examining 
the  various  duties  and  records  relating  to  taxation.  It  is  the  duty  of  the 
county  clerk  to  procure  all  books  and  blanks  used  in  the  assessment  and 
collection  of  taxes,  and  to  list  in  such  books  the  lands  and  lots  subject  to 
taxation."  These  books  are  then  turned  over  to  the  supervisor  of  assess- 
ments who  has  the  township  assessors  enter  the  valuations  against  each 
piece  of  property  listed.  The  supervisor  completes  revisions  and  correc- 
tions upon  complaint  of  property  owners  and  returns  the  books  in  dupli- 
cate to  the  county  clerk.'''  Personal  property  assessments  are  handled  in 
essentially  the  same  manner.  The  board  of  review  then  makes  adjust- 
ments on  complaints  and  equalizes  assessments  between  districts,  certify- 
ing corrections  and  revisions  to  the  county  clerk.'"  The  county  clerk  then 
reports  the  entire  assessment  list  to  the  State  Tax  Commission  for  equal- 
ization, the  equalized  list  then  being  used  by  the  county  clerk  in  ascertain- 
ing tax  rates  and  extending  taxes." 

The  State  Tax  Commission  also  certifies  to  the  county  clerk  the 
assessments  on  the  capital  stock  of  corporations  and  railroad  and  tele- 
graph companies,  it  being  the  duty  of  the  clerk  to  extend  these  taxes  and 
retain  the  books  after  use  by  the  collector." 

The  books  are  next  turned  over  to  the  county  collector  who,  after  col- 
lection, returns  lists  of  collections,  together  with  lists  of  uncollected  real 
and  personal  property  taxes."  The  county  clerk  attends  all  tax  sales, 
prepares  a  list  of  all  sales  and  issues  duplicate  reports  thereof,  records 
affidavits  of  purchases  of  property  for  taxes,  and  keeps  a  record  known  as 
the  "tax  judgment,  sale,  redemption,  and  forfeiture  record."*' 

An  extensive  group  of  vital  statistics  records  is  kept  by  the  county 
clerk,  including  records  relating  to  births  and  deaths,  marriages,  physi- 
cians, and  midwives.  The  first  legislation  in  regard  to  the  keeping  of 
vital  statistics  was  included  in  the  act  for  the  establishment  of  medical 
societies.-'  One  section  of  this  act  made  it  the  duty  of  every  physician  to 
keep  a  record  of  births,  deaths,  and  diseases  occurring  within  the  vicinity 
of  his  practice,  and  to  transmit  such  record  to  his  medical  society,  where- 


14.  L  1867,  p.  106;  L  1871-72,  p.  19,  20,  32;  L.  1903,  p.  297.  During  the  period  of  the  first 
constitution  such  books  and  lists  were  prepared  by  the  iujditor  of  public  accounts  and  turned  over 
to  the  county  commissioners'  court  (L.  1825,  p.  173;  R.  S.  1827,  p.  329;  L.  1839,  p.  3,  4;  L.  1847, 
p.  79). 

15.  The  first  assessment  officer  was  the  county  treasurer  (R.  L.  1827,  p.  328-36).  In  1839  this 
function  was  performed  by  the  district  assessors,  who  received  from  the  county  clerk  copies  of  the 
auditor's  transcripts  (L.  1839,  p.  3,  4).  The  treasurer  resumed  these  duties  in  1844  (L  1843, 
p.  231),  retaining  them  until  the  institution  of  township  organization  in  1890  resulted  in  township 
assessors  acting  in  each  township  (L  1851,  p.  38).  The  treasurer  now  acts  as  ex-otficio  supervisor 
of  assessments     (L.  1898,  p.  36-44). 

16.  L.  1898,  p.  36-44. 

17.  L.   1919,   p.   723. 

18.  L  1871-72,  p.  11,  13,  16;  L.  1937,  p.  1011,  1012. 

19.  L.  1849,  p.  124,  125;  L  1871-72,  o.  55;  L.  1931,  p.  759. 

20.  L  1839,  p.  3;  L  1871-72,  p.  40;  L.  1879,  p.  250. 

21.  L  1819,  p.  233. 
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upon  the  record  was  to  be  published  in  the  newspapers.  In  1842  it  was 
provided  that  a  parent  could  appear  before  the  clerk  of  the  county  com- 
missioners' court  and  make  affidavit  as  to  the  birth  of  a  child,  and  the  eld- 
est next  of  kin  of  a  deceased  person  could  similarly  appear  and  make  affi- 
davit as  to  death."  It  is  probable  that  the  tenor  of  the  above-mentioned 
laws  explains  the  fact  that  no  birth  or  death  records  exist  in  Saline  County 
prior  to  1877,  the  first  law,  1819,  requiring  no  public  record  to  be  kept,  and 
the  1842  law  providing  that  affidavits  "may"  be  made.  The  act  of  1877 
creating  the  State  Board  of  Health  required  that  all  births  and  deaths  in 
the  county  be  reported  to  the  county  clerk  by  the  attending  physicians  or 
accoucheurs.-^'  Teeth  were  put  into  this  and  subsequent  laws  by  provid- 
ing penalties  for  noncompliance.  In  1901  death  certificates  issued  by  phy- 
sicians, midwives,  or  coroners  were  to  be  presented  to  town  clerks  who 
issued  burial  permits  and  forwarded  the  certificates  to  the  county  clerk.=* 
In  1903  certificates  of  death  were  to  be  turned  over  to  the  State  Board  of 
Health,  which  board,  in  turn,  delivered  to  the  county  clerk  all  certificates 
so  received."^  In  1915  it  was  provided  that  for  the  registration  of  all 
births,  stillbirths,  and  deaths  outside  any  city,  village,  or  incorporated 
town,  the  township  clerks  should  deposit  a  complete  set  of  such  records 
with  the  county  clerk  who  was  charged  with  the  binding  and  indexing,  or 
recording,  and  safekeeping  of  such  records.-"  From  the  earliest  date,  the 
legislation  in  regard  to  these  matters  provided  that  the  clerk  retain  the 
abstracts  and  certificates,  keep  a  record  of  births  and  deaths,  maintain 
alphabetical  indexes,  and  issue  certified  copies  of  certificates  upon  request. 
The  clerk  has  also  been  required  to  prepare  a  register  of  all  physicians 
and  accoucheurs  in  the  county.^' 

Since  the  organization  of  Saline  County  in  1847  the  county  clerk,  or 
clerk  of  the  county  commissioners'  court,  has  been  required  to  file  marriage 
certificates  and  certificates  of  parents'  consent  to  the  marriage  of  minors.*" 
In  1827  the  clerk  was  required  to  keep  a  separate  register  of  marriages  in 
addition  to  his  file  of  certificates.™  Before  1877  persons  desiring  to  marry 
were  required  to  secure  licenses  from  the  county  clerk  only  when  they  had 
not  previously  published  such  intention,  but  in  that  year  the  securing  of  a 
license  was  made  mandatory .=»  Although  a  record  of  applications  for 
marriage  licenses  has  been  kept  by  the  clerk  in  this  county  since  1878,  an 
act  of  1937  appears  to  be  the  first  legislation  requiring  the  maintenance  of 
such  a  record."  The  same  act  provides  that  persons  desiring  to  marry 
shall  present  to  the  county  clerk  a  certificate  setting  forth  that  such  per- 
sons are  free  fiom  venereal  diseases,  such  certificates  to  be  filed  with  the 
application  for  license  to  marry.''-  Indexes  to  marriage  records  have  been 
kept  in  Saline  County  since  1886. 


22. 

L. 

1842-43,  p.  210-12. 

23. 

L. 

1877,  p.  209. 

24. 

L. 

1901,  p.  302,  303. 

25. 

L. 

1903,  p.  315-18. 

26. 

L. 

1915,  p.  660. 

27. 

L. 

1877,  p.  209. 

28. 

L. 

1819,  p.  27;  R.  S. 

29. 

R. 

L.  1827,  p.  289. 

30. 

L 

1877,  p.  130. 

31. 

L 

1937,  p.  909. 

32. 

Ibid.,  p.  910. 

S.   1845,    p.    354;    R.    S.   1874,    p.    694. 
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The  county  clerk  is  charged  with  a  number  of  duties  relating  to  elec- 
tions, such  as  preparing  and  issuing  blank  ballots,^"  poll  books,^^  and  cer- 
tificates of  election,  *•■■  and  keeping  a  record  of  registers  of  elections,'*  peti- 
tions,'" and  marked  ballots,'*  tally  sheets,'"  and  election  returns  which  are 
transmitted  to  him  by  the  judges  of  election.*"  Abstracts  of  returns  were 
formerly  prepared  by  the  clerk,  but  these  are  now  originated  by  the  elec- 
tion commissioners  or  judges  of  election  and  deposited  with  the  clerk. 
Returned  ballots  are  destroyed  by  the  clerk  six  months  after  election, 
provided  no  contest  in  which  the  ballots  are  needed  is  in  progress."  In 
1889,  when  returns  of  elections  for  school  trustees  were  made  to  the  county 
clerk,  he  was  charged  with  furnishing  to  the  county  superintendent  of 
schools  a  list  of  all  such  trustees. '=  Now  the  clerk  does  not  enter  into  the 
procedure,  the  school  trustees  canvassing  the  returns  and  certifying  direct- 
ly to  the  superintendent  of  schools." 

The  bonds  of  a  number  of  officials  are  required  to  be  transmitted  to 
the  clerk  for  filing  and  entering  in  a  book  maintained  for  that  purpose." 
Justices'  of  the  peace  and  constables'  oaths,  bonds,  and  securities  are  ap- 
proved by  the  clerk  and  entered  in  a  separate  book  in  accordance  with 
statutory  requirement.  This  book  shows  the  date  on  which  each  justice  of 
the  peace  and  constable  was  sworn  into  office  and  the  date  of  commission 
by  the  Governor.  Resignations  from  these  offices  are  made  to  the  county 
clerk  who  enters  such  facts  in  the  justices'  and  constables'  record." 

The  clerk  is  also  charged  with  issuing  licenses  to  taverns,"  ferries,*^ 
etc.,  and  keeping  records  of  the  same.  Other  records  kept  are:  those  re- 
lating to  estrays;'*  registers  of  professionals,  including  physicians,*"  mid- 
wives,^*'  dentists,"  chiropodists,'^  and  veterinarians;"^  list  of  county  officers; 
list  of  town  officers  which  is  furnished  annually  by  the  town  clerk;"  rec- 
ord of  notaries  public;"  and  book  of  state  civil  service  rules."^      Referring 


33.  L.  1891,  p.  113;  L  1911,  p.  311. 

34.  L  1871-72,  p.  386. 

35.  L.  1819,  p.  96;  L  1821,  p.  79;  L.  1823,  p.  64;  L.  1885,  p.  176. 

36.  L.  1865,  p.  59;  L  1871-72,  p.  386. 

37.  L.  1911,  p.  310,  311;  L  1929,  p.  422. 

38.  L.  1891,  p.  118. 

39.  L.  1885,  p.  143. 

40.  L.  1819,  p.  86;  L  1821,  p.  77;  L.  1823,  p.  64;  L.  1871-72,  p.  96. 

41.  L  1917,  p.  444. 

42.  L  1889,  p.  271,  322. 

43.  L  1909,  p.  352. 

44.  R.  S.  1845,  p.  396,  397;  L.  1861,  p.  237,  238;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  325;  L  1895,  p.  188. 

45.  L.  1895,  p.  188. 

46.  L.  1819,  p.  77-79;  L.  1933-34,  Second  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  64-66. 

47.  R.  L.  1827,  p.  221;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  530. 

48.  L  1819,  p.  206,  207;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  483. 

49.  L.  1877,  p.  209;  L.  1899,  p.  275;  L  1923,  p.  441,  442. 

50.  Ibid. 

51.  L.  1881,  p.  79;  L.  1899,  p.  273;  L.  1909,  p.  279;  L.  1933,  p.  711. 

52.  L.  1899,  p.  280;  L.  1935,  p.  995. 

53.  L  1917,  p.  591. 

54.  L  1861,  p.  226;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  1077. 

55.  L.  1871-72,  p.  575;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  721;  L  1875,  p.  88. 

56.  L  1905,  p.  115. 
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to  his  list  of  town  officers,  the  county  clerk  reports  annually  to  the  State 
Department  of  Public  Health  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  supervisor, 
assessor,  and  clerk  of  each  township,  and  the  dates  of  the  expiration  of 
their  terms  of  office.'^' 

Included  in  the  provision  that  the  county  clerk  be  charged  with  the 
care  and  custody  of  all  records,  books,  and  papers  appertaining  to,  and 
filed  or  deposited  in,  his  office^"*  are  those  duties  as  clerk  of  the  county 
board,  wherein  he  is  required  to  record  the  proceedings  of  the  board  and 
to  file  all  their  books,  records,  and  accounts.™  Also  included  are  his  rec- 
ord-keeping duties  as  ex-officio  clerk  of  the  county  court,  with  its  result- 
ing duties  in  relation  to  probate  matters.""  The  clerk  is  also  required  to 
keep  jury  lists"*  and  a  book  in  which  he  enters  details  as  to  orders  upon  the 
treasurer.  He  is  further  required  to  maintain  alphabetical  indexes  of  all 
records  and  papers  in  his  office,  and  to  supply  copies  of  these  records  or 
papers  to  any  person  upon  request  and  payment  of  the  required  fee."= 

TAXATION 

(See  also  entries  1,  2,  24,  29,  30, 

40,  87,  170,  171,  292-305,  350-367) 
Lists  of  Taxable 
Property,  Levies 

48.     Levy  and  Rates  Record,  1936-.       1  v.  (2). 
Lists  of  tax  levies  and  amounts  wanted,  showing  name  of  township,  valua- 
tion of  property,  tax  rate,  date  and  amount  of  levy,  and  tax  spread.      Arr. 
by  date  of  levy.      No  index.      Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.       175  p.  18  x  12  x  l^^. 
Co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

44.  Assessor's  Book,  1848—.  1062  v.  (Townships:  Cottage,  Moun- 
tain, 65  V.  each;  Galatia,  Long  Branch,  66  v.  each;  Brushy,  In- 
dependence, Raleigh,  Rector,  67  v.  each;  Stonefort,  Tate,  68  v. 
each;  Carrier  Mills,  East  Eldorado,  70  v.  each;  Harrisburg,  71  v. 
Cities:  Carrier  Mills,  57  v.;  Eldorado,  63  v.;  Harrisburg,  65  v.). 

Lists  of  taxable  real  estate  and  personal  property,  showing  name  of  owner, 
description  of  property,  assessed  and  equalized  values,  tax  spread,  and 
total  tax.  Real  estate  arr.  by  sec,  twp.,  and  range;  personal  property  arr. 
alph.  by  name  of  owner.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  150  p. 
17  x  18  X  2.  922  v.,  1848-1900,  1911-35,  attic  strm.,  3rd  fl.;  90  v.,  1901-10, 
common  vlt.,  bsmt.;  50  v.,  1936—,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

45.  Railroad  Tax  Book,  1873-.  4  v.  (2,  1  not  numbered,  1873-97;  1, 
1  not  numbered,  1894--).       Missing:  1876-78. 

Lists  of  taxable  railroad  property,  showing  name  of  railroad  company,  de- 
scription of  property,  number  of  acres  of  right  of  way,  miles  of  track,  roll- 
ing stock,  value  as  listed  by  railroad  company,  equalized  value,  tax  rate. 


57.  L.  1923,  p.  480. 

58.  R.  S.  1874,  p.  322. 

59.  L.  1861,  p.  238;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  322. 

60.  R.  S.  1874,  p.  260. 

61.  Ibid.,  p.  630 

62.  Ibid.,  p.  321. 
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tax  spread,  and  amounts  of  back  taxes  and  tax  collections.  Arr.  by  date 
of  levy.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  190  p.  17  x  14  x  1.  V.  2,  1 
not  numbered,  1873-97,  attic  strm.,  3rd  fl.;  v.  1,  1894-1910,  co.  clk.'s  vlt„ 
1st  fl.;  1  V.  not  numbered,  1911—,  treas.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

46.  Railroad  Valuation  From   (State)   Tax  Commissioners,     1908—. 
2  f.  b. 

Itemized  statements  of  railroad  property,  showing  name  and  address  of  rail- 
road company,  legal  description  of  property,  number  of  acres  of  right  of 
way,  miles  of  track,  and  rolling  stock,  assessed  value,  and  total  amount  of 
assessment.  No  obvious  arr.  No  index.  Typed  on  pr.  fm.  10%  x  5  x  14. 
Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

47.  Township  School  Plats,  Levies,  1893-.       3  f.  b. 

Certificates  of  levy  for  school  districts,  showing  school  district  number, 
name  of  township,  amount  and  purpose  of  levy,  date  of  certificate,  and 
signatures  of  president  and  secretary;  includes  township  school  plats, 
showing  numbers  and  boundaries  of  school  districts,  and  locations  of 
schools.  Arr.  by  date  of  certificate.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 
10 1/2  X  5  X  14.      Co.  clk.'s  vlt,  1st  fl. 

48.  Township  Record  (Tovraship  School  Record),  1856--.  2  v.  (A, 
B). 

Lists  of  school  tax  levies,  with  plats  of  school  districts,  showing  legal  de- 
scription of  district,  rate  of  tax,  and  amounts  of  levy  and  collection  in  each 
district.  Arr.  by  twp.  no.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  426  p.  18  x  12- 
X  2.       Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

49.  Town,  City,  and  Village  Levies,  1919-.      1  f.  b. 

Town,  city,  village,  and  school  tax  levy  papers,  including  copies  of  ordi- 
nances, tax  rates,  minutes  of  highway  commissioners,  and  lists  of  taxable 
property.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  10 1^  x  5- 
X  14.      Co.  elk's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

50.  Road  and  Bridge  Levies,  1925-.  1  f.  b.  1858-1924  in  Road 
and  Bridges   (Miscellaneous  Papers),  entry  29. 

County  road  and  bridge  levy  papers  showing  names  of  tax  levying  body, 
and  purpose,  date,  and  amount  of  levy.  Arr.  by  date  of  levy.  No  index. 
Typed.      lOVa  x  5  x  14.      Co.  elk's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

Collections 

51.  Collector's  Books,  1853-.  625  v.  (Brushy  Township,  1853-.  48 
v.  Carrier  Mills  Township,  1853-.  45  v.  Missing:  1926. 
Cottage  Township,  1853--.  40  v.  Missing:  1894,  1901,  1905, 
1906,  1910,  1911,  1921.  Eldorado  Township,  1853-.  37  v. 
Missing:  1894,  1901,  1905,  1906,  1910-13,  1921.  Eldorado  City, 
1853-.  24  V.  Missing:  1894-1911,  1923.  Galatia  Township, 
1853-.  48  V.  Harrisburg  Township,  1853-.  42  v.  Miss- 
ing: 1894,  1901,  1905,  1906,  1923.  Harrisburg  City,  1853-.  27  v. 
Missing;  1893-1908.  Independence  Township,  1853-.  43  v. 
Missing:   1894,     1901,     1905,     1906.       Long     Branch  Township, 

•  1853-.      47  V.      Mountain  Township,  1853-.      43  v.       Missing: 
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1894.  1901,  1905,  1906,  1910,  1911.       Raleigh  Township,   1853--. 

46     V.       Missing:     1921.       Rector     Township,     1853-.       41     v. 

Missing:   1894,   1901,    1906,   1910,     1911.       Stonefort  Township, 

1853-.  47  V.  Tate  Township,  1853-.  47  v.). 
Lists  of  taxable  real  estate  and  personal  property,  showing  name  of  owner 
and  township  or  city,  description  of  property,  tax  spread,  amount  and  date 
of  payment,  and  amount  of  delinquency.  Real  estate  arr.  by  sec,  twp., 
and  range;  and  personal  property  arr.  alph.  by  name  of  owner.  No  in- 
dex. Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  80  -  500  p.  17  x  14y2  x  Vz  -  17  x  15  x  4. 
285  v.,  1853-99,  attic  strm.,  3rd  fl.;  306  v.,  1900-36,  treas.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl.;  34  v., 
1937-,  treas.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

52.  Docket  of  Back  Taxes  (Lots),  1873-82.  2  v.     (A,  A). 

City  and  town  lot  delinquent  tax  docket,  showing  name  and  address  of 
owner,  legal  description  of  property,  amounts  of  delinquent  tax  and  pay- 
ments, amount  payable,  and  tax  spread.  Arr.  by  date  of  entry.  No  in- 
dex.     Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.      318  p.  17  x  14  x  1.       Attic  strm.,  3rd  fl. 

53.  Delinquent  Book,  1908-17.  109  v.  (Townships:  Brushy,  6  v.; 
Cottage,  Harrisburg,  Independence,  Long  Branch,  Mountain, 
Raleigh,  Rector,  Stonefort,  Tate,  7  v.  each;  Carrier  Mills,  Eldo- 
rado, Galatia,  8  v.  each.  Cities:  Eldorado,  Harrisburg,  8  v. 
each). 

Lists  of  taxes  assessed  and  declared  delinquent,  showing  name  of  owner, 
location  and  legal  description  of  property,  amount  of  assessments,  interest 
on  delinquent  taxes,  and  total  amount  due.  Arr.  by  sec,  twp.  and  range. 
No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  50  p.  18  x  12  x  V2.  Attic  strm.,  3rd 
fl. 

54.  Statements  to  State  Auditor,  1886—.      1  f .  b. 

Corrected  and  audited  statements  of  taxes  for  state  and  school  purposes 
reported  to  state  auditor,  showing  date  of  report,  class  of  property,  names 
of  county  and  township,  legal  description  of  property,  and  total  amounts 
of  assessments  and  collections.  No  obvious  arr.  No  index.  Hdw.  on 
pr.  fm.   101/2  X  5  x  14.      Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

65.  County  Clerk's  Statement  to  Auditor,  1866-1919.  1  v. 
Copies  of  reports  of  correct  and  audited  statements  of  taxes  for  state  and 
school  purposes  reported  to  state  auditor,  showing  date  of  report,  class  of 
property,  names  of  county  and  township,  legal  description  of  property,  and 
total  amounts  of  assessment  and  collection.  Arr.  by  date  of  report.  No 
index.      Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.      159  p.  171/2  x  lli^  x  y2.       Ca  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 


Judgment,  Sale,  Redemption, 
Forfeiture 

56.     Tax  Deeds  and  Affidavits  for  Tax  Deeds,  1870--.       6  f.  b. 

Original  documents  in  sale  and  redemption  of  property  for  delinquent  tax- 
es, including  tax  deeds,  affidavits,  notices  of  publication,  and  certificates 
of  redemption.  No  obvious  arr.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  lO^^  x  5- 
x  14.      Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 
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57.  Tax  Sale  -  Certificate  of  Purchase,  1915-.       9  bdl.,  2  f.  b. 
Original  tax  sale  certificates  of  purchase,  showing  name  of  purchaser,  legal 
description  of  property,     and  date  and  amount    of  payment.       No  obvious 
arr.      No    index.      Hdw.  on    pr.  fm.      Bdl.  3  x  7  x  9;  f.  b.     IOV2  x  5  x  14. 
9  bdl.,  1915-31,  attic  strm.,  3rd  fl.;  2  f .  b.,  1932--,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

58.  Affidavits  for  Tax  Deed  Record  No.  1,  1859-.  7  v.  (A-D, 
1859-1918;  E-G,  1915- ).  Missing:  1924-26.  Title  varies:  Af- 
fidavits for  Tax  Sale. 

Copies  of  affidavits  for  tax  deeds  and  sale  notices,  showing  date  and  place 
of  sale,  name  of  purchaser,  legal  description  of  property,  amounts  of  tax, 
interest,  and  costs,  and  signatures  of  treasurer  and  county  clerk.  Also 
contains  Tax  Sale  Certificate  1859-79,  1885-,  entry  63.  Arr.  by  date  of 
sale.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  purchaser.  1859-82,  hdw.;  1883—,  hdw.  on 
pr.  fm.  350  p.  16  x  10  x  2.  V.  A,  1859-82,  attic  strm.,  3rd  fl.;  v.  B-D, 
1883-1918,  E-G,  1915-,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

59.  Tax  Judgment  Sale,  Redemption,  and  Forfeiture  Record,  1891—. 
30  V.     (26  not  numbered,  1,  1,  2,  2). 

Record  of  tax  judgments,  sales,  redemptions,  and  forfeitures,  showing 
names  of  owner  and  redeemer  or  purchaser,  legal  description  and  value  of 
property,  amounts  of  taxes,  costs,  and  penalties  due,  dates  of  judgment, 
sale  or  redemption,  and  certification  by  county  clerk.  Tax  Sale  Judg- 
ment Record,  entry  60;  Record  of  Forfeiture  Lands,  entry  61;  and  Tax  Sale 
and  Redemption  Record,  entry  62,  formerly  kept  separately.  Arr.  by  date 
of  judgment.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  800  p.  18  x  15  x  2i^. 
4  v.  not  numbered,  1891-1912,  attic  strm.,  3rd  fl.;  21  v.  not  numbered,  1913- 
34,  CO.  clk.'s  vlt,  1st  fl.;  1  v.  not  numbered,  v.  1,  1,  2,  2,  1935--,  co.  clk.'s 
off.,  1st  fl. 

60.  Tax  Sale  Judgment  Record,  1849-90.  4  v.  (3  not  numbered,  3). 
1891—  in  Tax  Judgment  Sale,  Redemption,  and  Forfeiture  Rec- 
ord, entry  59. 

Record  of  tax  sales  and  judgments,  showing  dates  of  judgment  and  sale, 
names  and  addresses  of  owner  and  purchaser,  legal  description  of  proper- 
ty, valuation,  tax  spread,  amounts  of  taxes  and  costs  due,  amount  of  pay- 
ment, and  remarks.  Arr.  by  date  of  judgment.  No  index.  Hdw.  imder 
pr.  hdgs.      472  p.  17  x  14  x  21/2.       Attic  strm.,  3rd  fl. 

61.  Record  of  Forfeiture  Lands,  1849-90.  6  v.  (5  not  lettered,  D). 
1891—  in  Tax  Judgment  Sale,  Redemption,  and  Forfeiture  Rec- 
ord, entry  59. 

Record  of  lands  and  towm  lots  forfeited  for  delinquent  taxes,  showing  date, 
name  of  owner,  legal  description  and  value  of  property,  tax  spread,  and 
amounts  of  taxes,  costs,  and  penalties  due.  Arr.  by  date  of  forfeiture. 
No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  318  p.  18  x  15  x  2i/^.  Attic  strm., 
3rd  fl. 

62.  Tax  Sale  and  Redemption  Record,  1852-90.  5  v.  (4  not  let- 
tered, D).  1891—  in  Tax  Judgment  Sale,  Redemption,  and  For- 
feiture Record,  entry  59. 

Tax  sale  and  redemption  record  showing  date  of  sale  or  redemption,  number 
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of  acres  offered  and  sold,  legal  description  of  property,  names  of  owner 
and  redeemer  or  purchaser,  amounts  of  taxes  and  costs  due,  amount  of 
payment,  and  remarks.  Arr.  by  date  of  sale.  No  index.  Hdw.  under 
pr.  hdgs.      920  p.  18  x  15  x  21/^.      Attic  strm.,  3rd  fl. 

63.  Tax     Sale    Certificate,  1880-84.       1     v.         1859-79,     1885-     in 
Affidavits  For  Tax  Deed  Record  No.  1,  entry  58. 

Copies  of  certificates  of  purchase  to  lands  and  lots  sold  for  taxes,  show- 
ing names  of  owner  and  purchaser,  legal  description  of  property,  amount 
of  taxes  due,  and  date  and  amount  of  payment.  Arr.  by  date  of  certifi- 
cate. Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  owner.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  432  p.  18  x  12- 
x  2.       Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

64.  Tax  Judgment,     Sale,     Redemption,     and  Forfeiture  Record  of 
Special  Assessments,  1935—.       2  v. 

Lists  of  real  estate  delinquent  in  special  assessment  payments,  showing 
names  of  owner  and  township  or  city,  valuation  and  legal  description  of 
property,  tax  spread,  interest  and  costs  due,  years  of  delinquency,  and 
totals.  Arr.  by  date  of  judgment.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs. 
100  p.    18  X  20  X  IVa.      Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 
Births  (See  also  entries 
1,  15,  20,  32.  101) 

65.  Birth  Certificates,  1915-.     4  f.  b.,   1915-1918- ;    2  v.,    1916-17. 
1877-1914  in  Death  (Birth  and  Stillbirth)  Certificates,  entry  68. 

Original  birth  certificates  showing  certificate  number,  date  and  place  of 
birth,  names  of  child,  parents,  and  physician  or  midwife,  personal  and 
statistical  particulars  of  parents,  and  certification  of  birth.  Arr.  by  cer- 
tificate no.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  F.  b.  12  x  18  x  24;  v.  500  p. 
71/2  X  9  X  21/2.  3  f.  b.,  1915-35,  attic  strm.,  3rd  fl.;  2  v.,  1916-17,  1  f.  b., 
1936-,  CO.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

66.  Birth  Record,  1877-.      16  v.  (A-P).      Title  varies:    Register  of 
Births. 

Copies  of  birth  certificates,  showing  certificate  number,  place  and  date  of 
birth,  name  of  child,  personal  and  statistical  particulars  of  parents,  signa- 
tures of  physician  or  midwife  and  county  clerk,  and  date  of  filing.  Arr. 
by  date  of  birth.  1877-85,  no  index;  for  index  1886—.  see  entry  67.  Hdw. 
on  pr.  fm.  500  p.  18  x  13  x  21/2.  V.  A-N,  1877-1933,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st 
fl.;  V.  O,  P,  1934-,  CO.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

67.  Index  to  Birth  Records,  1886-.       3  v.     (A-C). 

Index  to  Birth  Record,  entry  66,  showing  name  of  child,  and  volume  and 
page  of  entry.  Arr.  alph.  by  surname  of  child.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs. 
350  p.     18  X  12  X  1.      Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

Deaths  (See  also 
entries  15,  20,  32,  101) 

68.  Death   (Birth     and  Stillbirth)    Certificates,   1877-.       1  wooden 
box,  1877-1914;  4  f.  b.,  1915,  1918-;  2  v..  1916-17. 

Files  of  original  death  and  stillbirth  certificates,  showing  date  of  certifi- 
cate, name,  age,  and  birthplace  of  deceased,  personal  and  statistical  par- 
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ticulars,  cause  of  death,  and  signature  of  physician.  Also  contains  Birth 
Certificates,  1877-1914,  entry  65.  Arr.  by  date  of  certificate.  No  index. 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  Wooden  box  12  x  14  x  18;  f.  b.  12  x  18  x  24;  v.  310  p. 
9  X  10  X  2.  1  wooden  box,  1877-1914,  common  vlt.,  bsmt.;  3  f.  b.  1915, 
1918-35,  attic  strm.,  3rd  fl.;  2  v.,  1916-17,  1  f.  b.,  1936-,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

69.  Register  Death  Certificates,  1878-.       10  v.       (A,  2-10).       Title 
varies:     Death  Record. 

Record  of  deaths,  showing  name,  address,  age,  sex,  color,  marital  status, 
and  occupation  of  deceased,  place  of  death,  medical  certificate  of  cause  and 
nature  of  death,  place  and  date  of  burial,  name  and  address  of  under- 
taker, date  of  filing,  and  signature  of  clerk.  Arr.  by  date  of  certificate. 
For  index,  see  entry  70.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  600  p.  18  x  13  x  3.  V.  A,  2-8, 
1878-1932,  CO  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl.;  v.  9,  10,  1933-,  co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

70.  Index  to  Deaths  and  StiUbirths,  1878-.       3  v.     (A-C).       Title 
varies:     Index  to  Death  Records. 

Index  to  Register  Death  Certificates,  entry  69,  showing  name  of  deceased, 
and  volume  and  page  of  entry.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  deceased.  Hdw. 
under  pr.  hdgs.     350  p.  18  x  12  x  2.      Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

Marriages 

71.  Index  to  Marriage  Records  (Male  and  Female),     1886—.       4  v. 
(A,  B,  male;  A,  B,  female). 

Index  to  Marriage  Record  -  Minors,  entry  75;  and  Marriage  Register,  entry 
76,  showing  names  of  bride  and  groom,  and  book  and  page  of  entry.  Arr. 
alph.  by  names  of  bride  and  groom.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  350  p.  17  x  12- 
X  1.       Co.  clk.'s  vlt,  1st  fl. 

72.  Marriage  Application  Record,  1878—.       27  v.  (A,  1  not  labeled, 
B,  C,  3  not  labeled,  F-J,  1  not  labeled,  L-O,  2  not  labeled,  2-9). 

Applications  for  marriage  licenses,  showing  names,  ages,  and  residences  of 
couple,  previous  marital  status,  and  signatures  of  clerk  and  applicant. 
Arr.  by  date  of  application.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  applicant.  Hdw. 
on  pr.  fm.  500  p.  18  x  13  x  21/0.  V.  A,  1  not  labeled,  B,  C,  3  not  labeled, 
F-J,  1  not  labeled,  L-O,  2  not  labeled,  1878-1925,  attic  strm.,  3rd  fl.;  v.  2-9, 
1926-,  CO.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

73.  Marriage  License,  1877-.       10  f.  b.,     3  bdl.,     1877-1919,  1926- ; 
1  carton,  1920-25. 

Original  marriage  licenses  returned  to  county  clerk,  showing  names  of 
bride,  groom,  and  official  performing  ceremony,  personal  and  statistical 
particulars  of  bride  and  groom,  license  number,  and  dates  of  license,  cere- 
mony, and  return.  Also  contains  (Mothers'  Aid),  1905-25,  entry  193. 
Arr.  by  date  of  license.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  Bdl.  10  x  24  x  18; 
carton  17  x  22  x  25;  f.  b.  10 1/2  x  5  x  14.  5  f.  b.,  1  bdl.,  1877-1904,  common 
vlt.,  bsmt.;  2  bdl.,  1  carton,  1905-29,  attic  strm.,  3rd  fl.;  5  f.  b.,  1930-,  co. 
clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

74.  Marriage  Record,  1847-.       17  v.  (1,  A,  C-F.  H-R). 

Copies  of  marriage  licenses,  showing  number  and  date  of  license,  names  of 
bride,  groom,  parents,  witnesses  and  officiating  person,  personal  and  sta- 
tistical particulars    of  bride  and  groom,     and  date  and  place  of  ceremony. 
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Also  contains  Marriage  Record  -  Minors,  1847-76,  entry  75.  An*,  by  date 
of  license.  Indexed  alpii.  by  name  of  groom.  1847-70,  hdw.;  1871—,  hdw. 
on  pr.  fm.  500  p.  18  x  13  x  21/2.  V.  1,  A,  C-F,  H-Q,  1847-1935,  co.  clk.'s 
vlt,  1st  fl.;  V.  R,  1936--,  co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

75.  Marriage  Record  -  Minors,  1877-.  5  v.  (B-D,  M,  P).  1847-76 
in  Marriage  Record,  entry  74. 

Marriage  record  of  minors,  including  affidavits  of  parents  consent,  showing 
names  of  bride,  groom,  parents,  witnesses,  and  officiating  person,  personal 
and  particular  statistics  of  bride  and  groom,  date  and  number  of  license, 
and  date  and  place  of  marriage.  Arr.  by  date  of  license.  1877-86,  in- 
dexed alph.  by  names  of  bride  and  groom;  1887—,  indexed  alph.  by  name  of 
groom;  for  sep.  index,  1886--,  see  entry  71.       Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.     500  p.  18  x- 

13  X  21/2.  V.  B-D,  M,  1877-1926,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl.;  v.  P.,  1927-,  co.  clk.'s 
off.,  1st  fl. 

76.  Marriage  Register,  1878-1909,  1914--.  5  v.  (A-E).  This  rec- 
ord was  not  kept  for  years  1910-13.  Title  varies:  Marriage 
Record. 

Register  of  marriages,  showing  license  number,  names  of  bride,  groom, 
parents,  witnesses,  and  officiating  person,  personal  and  occupational  sta- 
tistics of  bride  and  groom,  and  dates  of  registration  and  return  of  license. 
Arr.  by  license  no.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  groom;  for  sep.  index,  1886- 
1909,  1914-,  see  entry  71.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  500  p.  18  x  13  x  2^/2.  V. 
A-D,  1878-1909,  1914-28,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl.;  v.  E,  1929-,  co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st 
fl. 

Census 

77.  Census  of  Saline  County,  1856-65.       2  v. 

Census  record  of  Saline  County,  including  lists  of  agricultural  and  indus- 
trial productions,  schools,  colleges,  libraries,  and  newspaper  publications. 
Arr.     by    date    of  census.       No  index.      Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  90  -  150  p. 

14  X  8  x  Yz  -  20  X  15  X  11^.      Common  vlt.,  bsmt, 

LICENSES  AND  REGISTERS 
Registers  of  Officers 

78.  Register  of  Officers,  1857--.      2  v. 

Register  of  elected  county  officials,  showing  name  and  address  of  officer, 
title  of  office,  date  and  place  of  election,  and  dates  of  certificate  of  elec- 
tion and  filing.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs. 
250  p.  16  x  11  X  11/2.      Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

79.  Election  of  Town  Officers,  1902--.       1  f.  b. 

Lists  of  elected  town  officers,  showing  name  and  address  of  officer,  title 
and  term  of  office,  date  of  election,  and  signature  of  town  clerk  No  ob- 
vious arr.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  10 1^  x  5  x  14.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt., 
1st  fl. 

80.  Record  of  Township  Officers,  1891-1910.  1  v.  1911-  kept  by 
township  clerks. 

Register  of  elected  township  officers,  showing  names  of  officer,  office,  and 
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township,  and  date  of  election.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  twp.  No  index. 
Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.      238  p.  14  x  9  x  1.      Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

Professional  Licenses  and  Registers 

81.  Record  of  Physicians'  Certificates,  1877-.       2  v. 

Copies  of  state  board  of  health  certificates  of  physicians  and  dentists, 
showing  names  of  physician  or  dentist  and  college  of  graduation,  dates  of 
graduation  and  certificate,  and  signatures  of  president,  secretary,  and 
board  members;  includes  copies  of  optometry  licenses  prior  to  1917.  Arr. 
by  date  of  certificate.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  physician.  Hdw.  on  pr. 
fm.      500  p.  18  x  12  X  2 Vs.      Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

82.  General  License  Record,  1917—.       1  v. 

Copies  of  dentists',  chiropodists',  physicians',  surgeons',  osteopaths',  and 
optometrists'  licenses,  howing  date  and  number  of  license,  name  and  ad- 
dress of  practitioner,  school  of  practice,  certification  and  signatures  of 
board  of  examiners,  and  date  of  recording.  Arr.  by  date  of  license.  In- 
dexed alph.  by  name  of  practitioner.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  471  p.  18  x  12  x  2. 
Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

For  prior  copies  of  optometry  licenses,  see  entry  81. 

83.  Register  of  Physicians  and  Accoucheurs,  1877-1917.  1  v. 
Register  of  licenses  of  physicians  and  accoucheurs,  showing  date  of  regis- 
tration, name,  age,  and  nativity  of  physician  or  accoucheur,  school  of  prac- 
tice, certification,  and  names  of  board  members.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of 
physician  or  accoucheur.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  500  p. 
18x13x21/2.      Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

84.  Optonaetry  Register,  1915-16.      1  v. 

Register  of  optometrists'  certificates,  showing  name  and  address  of  op- 
tometrist, date  of  registration,  class  and  date  of  certificate,  and  location  of 
intended  practice.  Arr.  by  date  of  certificate.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of 
optometrist.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  350  p.  18  x  12  x  1.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt., 
1st  fl. 

Patents 

85.  Patent  Record,  1866-69.      1  v.       Now  kept  by  U.  S.  Patent  Of- 
fice. 

Record  of  registered  patents,  showing  number  and  date  of  patent,  name, 
address,  and  affidavit  of  patentee,  description  of  invention,  duration  of 
patent  rights,  names  of  secretary  of  interior  and  commissioner  of  patents, 
and  signature  of  clerk.  Arr.  by  date  of  patent.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr. 
fm.       280  p.     18  X  12  X  1.       Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

Estrays  (See  also 
entry  181) 

86.  Estray  Record,  1850-.      1  v.       Last  entry  1889. 

Record  of  estray  notices,  showing  date,  where  and  by  whom  found,  de- 
scription and  appraised  value  of  animal,  amount  of  costs,  and  date  of  filing. 
Arr.  by  date  of  notice.  No  index.  Hdw.  150  p.  17^4  x  11  x  1.  Co.  clk.'s 
vlt.,  1st  fl. 
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Dog  Licenses  (See  also 
entries  32,  306) 

87.  Record  of  Dog  License  and  Tags,  1927—.        2  v. 

Record  of  dog  license  tags,  with  assessors'  reports  to  county  clerk,  show- 
ing name  and  address  of  owner,  breed,  color,  age,  and  sex  of  dog,  license 
number,  date  of  issue,  names  of  assessor  and  county  clerk,  and  itemized 
list  of  fee  collections.  Arr.  by  date  of  issue.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr. 
hdgs.      155  p.  16  X  10  X  Vg.      Co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

ELECTIONS 
(See  also  entries  1,  79,  172,  326,  358-368) 
Election  of  County 
Officers 

88.  Abstracts    of  Votes     at  Elections,     I860—.       6  f.  b.       Missing: 
1889-1901. 

Abstracts  of  votes,  showing  date  of  election,  title  of  office,  names  of  can- 
didates, and  number  of  votes  for  each.  No  obvious  arr.  No  index. 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  10^^  x  5  x  14.  3  f.  b.,  1860-88,  common  vlt.,  bsmt.;  3 
f.  b.,  1902-,  CO.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

For  other  abstracts  of  votes,  see  entry  90. 

89.  Election  Expense  Bills,  1926-.      1  f.  b. 

Statements  of  salaries  of  election  clerks  and  judges,  showing  name  of  clerk 
or  judge,  days  of  service,  miles  of  travel,  date  and  amount  of  payment. 
No  obvious  arr.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  10%  x  5  x  14.  Co.  clk.'s 
vlt.,  1st  fl. 

90.  Election  Petitions,  Miscellaneous,  1928-.  3  f.  b. 
Miscellaneous  election  papers,  including  nomination  petitions  of  candidates 
for  place  on  primary  ballots,  resolutions  for  special  elections,  lists  of 
elected  officers,  minutes  of  proceedings  of  special  election  committees, 
abstracts  of  votes,  and  final  reports  of  elections.  No  obvious  arr.  No 
index.      Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.      10^^  x  5  x  14.      Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

91.  PoU  Books,  1932-.       303  v. 

Election  poll  books  showing  name  and  address  of  voter,  date  of  election, 
precinct  number,  polling  place,  and  party  affiliation.  Arr.  by  date  of 
election.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  32  p.  14  x  9  x  Vs.  Com- 
mon vlt.,  bsmt. 

Special  Elections 

92.  Board  of    Education  and  School    Elections  (on    Bond    Issues), 
1915-.       1  f.  b.       Last  entry  1923. 

Resolutions  for  non-high  school  district  bond  issues,  showing  date,  amount, 
and  purpose  of  bond  issue,  school  district  number,  and  results  of  elections. 
No  obvious  arr.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  10^>  x  5  x  14.  Co.  clk.'s 
vlt.,  1st  fl. 
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of  Officers 

BONDS  OF  OFFICERS 
(See  also  entries  1,  2,  109, 
134,  135,  350-356,  358-368) 

93.  Bonds  of  Justices  of  tlie  Peace  and  Police  Magistrates,  1849—, 
2  f.  b. 

Original  bonds  of  justices  of  peace,  police  magistrates,  mayors,  and  county 
commissioners,  showing  names  of  officer  and  sureties,  date,  amount,  and 
obligations  of  bond,  and  notarial  acknowledgment.  Arr.  by  date  of  bond. 
No  index.  Hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.  10  Va  x  5  x  14.  If.  b.,  1849-90, 
common  vlt.,  bsmt.;     1  f.  b.,  1891--,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

94.  Bonds  of  County  Officers,  1893-.      2  f.  b. 

Files  of  original  bonds  of  county  officers,  showing  name  and  title  of  offi- 
cial, names  of  sureties,  date,  amount,  and  obligations  of  bond,  acknow- 
ledgment, and  dates  of  filing  and  recording.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  No 
index.  Hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.  10 Vz  x  5  x  14.  If.  b.,  1893-1910. 
common  vlt.,  bsmt.;  1  f.  b.,  1911--,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

95.  Bonds  of  Constables  and  Coroners,  1901—,       1  f,  b. 

Original  bonds  of  constables  and  coroners,  showing  names  of  officer  and 
sureties,  date,  amount,  and  obligations  of  bond,  and  notarial  acknowledg- 
ment. Arr.  by  date  of  bond.  No  index,  Hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm, 
101/2  X  5  X  14.      Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

96.  Bonds  of  Supervisors,     Surveyors,     Assessors,     and  Town  Col- 
lectors, 1902-.       1  f,  b. 

Original  bonds  of  supervisors,  surveyors,  and  assessors,  showing  names  of 
principal,  sureties,  and  office,  date,  amount,  and  obligations  of  bond, 
notarial  acknowledgment,  and  dates  of  filing  and  approval;  includes  bonds 
of  town  collectors,  1902-18.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  No  index.  Hdw. 
and  typed  on  pr.  fm,      lO^^  x  5  x  14.      Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

97.  Assessors'  Bond  Record,  1899--.       1  v.   (1), 

Register  of  town  assessors'  bonds,  showing  names  of  assessor,  township, 
sureties,  and  supervisor,  date,  amount,  and  obligations  of  bond,  and 
acknowledgment.  Arr.  by  date  of  bond.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  as- 
sessor.     Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.       220  p.  18  x  12  x  1.      Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

98.  Supervisors'    (Treasurer's  and  Highway  Commissioners')    Bond 
Record  No.  1,  1914-.       1  v.  (1), 

Copies  of  county  treasurer's  and  highway  commissioners'  bonds,  showing 
names  of  principal  and  sureties,  title  of  office,  date,  amount,  and  obliga- 
tions of  bond,  and  acknowledgment.  Arr.  by  date  of  bond.  Indexed  alph, 
by  name  of  principal,  Hdw,  on  pr.  fm.  200  p.  18  x  13  x  l^^,  Co,  clk.'s 
vlt.,  1st  fl, 

99.  Justice  of  Peace  and  Constables  Bond  Record,  1917—.  1  v.  (1). 
Copies  of  bonds  of  justices  of  peace  and  constables,  showing  names  of 
justice  or  constable  and  sureties,  title  of  office,  and  date,  amount,  and 
obligation  of  bond.  Arr.  by  date  of  bond.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of 
justice  or  constable.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  420  p,  18  x  12  x  2,  Co,  elk's  vlt,, 
1st  fl. 
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FEES,  RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES 

100.  Receipts  and  Expenditures,  1873—.  7  v.  (1  not  numbered,  2, 
1873-1911;  2  not  numbered,  1-3,  1907-).  Missing:  1886-1901, 
1912-13. 

Ledger  of  receipts  and  expenditures,  showing  amount,  date  and  purpose  of 
receipts  and  expenditures,  siiowing  amount,  date,  and  purpose  of  receipt, 
name  of  payer,  expenditures  for  clerk  hire,  salaries,  and  office  supplies, 
and  name  of  payee.  Also  contains  Account  Book  -  Births  and  Deaths, 
1916",  entry  101.  Arr.  by  date  of  entry.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr. 
hdgs.  319  p.  17  X  13  X  1.  1  not  numbered,  v.  2,  1873-1911,  attic  strm., 
3rd  fl.;  1  v.  not  numbered.  1907-10,  common  vlt.,  bsmt.;  1  v.  not  numbered, 
V.  1-3,  1914-,  CO.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

101.  Account  Book  -  Births  and  Deaths,  1902-15.    2  v.  (1,  1).    1916- 

in  Receipts  and  Expenditures,  entry  100. 
County  clerk's  accounts  with  registrars  of  births  and  deaths,  showing 
names  of  clerk  and  registrar,  number  of  births  and  deaths  reported,  and 
amount  and  date  of  payment.  Arr.  by  date  of  payment.  Indexed  alph. 
by  name  of  registrar.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  320  p.  16  x  12  x  1.  V.  1, 
1902-1903,  CO.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl.;  v.  1,  1904-15,  attic  strm.,  3rd  fl. 

102.  Record  of  Fees  and  Expenses,  1908-13.       1  v. 

Register  of  fees  received  for  miners'  certificates  and  expenditures  of  ex- 
amining board,  showing  date  and  amount  of  receipt,  name  of  payer,  date 
and  amount  of  payment,  and  name  of  payee.  Arr.  by  date  of  payment. 
No  index.      Hdw.  imder  pr.  hdgs.      478  p.  16  x  12  x  2.      Attic  strm.,  3rd  fl. 
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(Next  entry  103,  p.  137) 

III.     RECORDER 

In  1847,  the  year  in  which  Sahne  County  was  organized,  the  recorder 
was  elected^  for  a  two-year  term.=  The  amount  of  his  bond  was  set  at 
$500.^  With  the  adoption  of  the  second  constitution  the  office  of  recorder 
was  abolished,  the  duties  of  that  office  being  delegated  to  the  circuit  court 
clerk  in  an  ex-officio  capacity.*  The  present  constitution  re-established 
the  office  of  recorder  in  counties  having  a  population  of  sixty  thousand  or 
more  but  continued  the  provision  of  the  prior  constitution  for  other  coun- 
ties/' As  the  population  of  Saline  never  reached  the  minimum  set  by  the 
constitution,"  the  circuit  court  clerk  in  this  county  has  retained  his  ex- 
officio  duties  as  recorder.  The  amount  of  the  recorder's  bond  was  set  at 
$5,000  in  1872,  and  the  county  judge  was  to  give  approval.'  This  amount 
was  raised  in  1874  to  $10,000  for  counties  having  the  population  of  Saline. 
A  copy  of  the  bond  is  entered  upon  the  records  of  the  county  court.*  - 

Assistants  and  deputies  are  appointed  by  the  recorder  in  a  number  as 
determined  by  rule  of  the  circuit  court  and  as  entered  upon  the  court  rec- 
ord.* The  compensation  of  the  assistants  and  deputies  is  set  by  the  coun- 
ty board.'"  Written  oaths  of  deputies  are  filed  with  the  Secretary  of 
State." 

In  accordance  with  the  duty  of  the  recorder  to  record  at  length  all 
written  instruments,  the  following  records  are  required  to  be  kept: 

1.  An  entry  book  in  which  data  relating  to  date  and  order 
of  receipt  of  instruments  to  be  recorded  or  filed,  and 
the  names  of  parties  and  location  of  property,  v/ith  a 
brief  description  of  the  premises,  are  entered.  Each  of 
such  instruments  is  numbered  by  the  recorder  with  the 
corresponding  number  of  the  entry.  The  entry  book 
serves  as  a  table  of  contents,  with  descriptive  memo- 
randa, for  all  instruments  recorded  at  length  or  filed  in 
the  recorder's  office. 

2.  Well-bound  books  for  recording  at  length  any  instru- 
ment in  writing  entitled  to  be  recorded,  in  the  order  of 
time  of  its  reception.  Separate  books  are  allowed  to  be 
kept  for  the  recording  of  different  classes  of  instru- 
ments and  two  distinct  series  of  document  numbers 
may  be  used  in  recording  documents  received  for  recor- 
dation.      One    series  preceded  by  the     letter  "B"  is  for 


1.  L   1835,    p.    166.      Between   1819   and   1835   the   recorder  was  appointed   by  the   Governor  with   the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  senate  (L.  1819,  p.  19;  R.  L.  1829,  p.  117). 

2.  L   1845,   p.    28. 

3.  R.  L.  1829,  p.  117. 

4.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.   19;   L.  1849,   p.  64. 

5.  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  8;   R.  S.  1874,   p.  833. 

6.  Fifteenth  Census  of  the  United   States:   1930  shows  population  of  Saline  County  38,353  In  1920  and 
37,100  in  1930.     Population  Bulletin,  p.  9. 

7.  L   1871-72,  p.  645. 

8.  R.  S.  1874,  p.  833. 

9.  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  9;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  833. 

10.  Constitution  of  1870,   Art.   X,   sec.   9. 

11.  R.  S.   1874,  p.  833. 
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Recorder  -  Entry  Books  (108) 

the  recordation  of  bills  of  sales  of  personal  property, 
chattel  mortgages,  releases,  extensions,  and  assign- 
ments thereof.  The  other  series  of  document  numbers 
is  for  all  other  instruments  received  for  recordation. 

3.  Grantor  and  grantee  indexes.  In  the  greater  index 
are  listed  the  names  of  the  grantors  in  alphabetical  or- 
der and  the  names  of  the  grantees.  The  grantee  index 
shows  the  names  of  the  grantees  in  alphabetical  order 
and  the  names  of  the  grantors.  Each  index  also  shows 
the  date  of  the  instrument,  time  of  receipt,  kind  of  in- 
strument, consideration,  book  and  page  of  recordation, 
or  the  number  under  which  it  is  filed,  and  a  brief  de- 
scription of  the  premises. 

4.  Indexes  to  each  book  of  record  in  which  are  entered  in 
alphabetical  order,  the  names  of  each  grantor  and 
grantee  and  page  on  which  the  instrument  is  recorded. 
This  series  indexes  instruments  such  as  powers  of  at- 
torney, chattel  mortgages,  and  those  recorded  by  cor- 
porations. 

5.  An  index  to  recorded  maps  and  plats,  based  on  location 
of  property,  sometimes  arranged  by  section,  township, 
and  range. 

6.  An  abstract  book,  in  effect  indexing  records  by  show- 
ing for  each  tract  every  conveyance  or  incumbrance  re- 
corded, its  execution  and  filing  date,  and  the  book  and 
page  of  its  recordation.  Series  optional  with  county 
board. 

7.  A  separate  book  to  record  certificates  of  honorable 
discharge  from  military,  aviation,     and  naval  service.** 

The  recorder,  in  recording  at  length  any  instrument  in  writing,  is  per- 
mitted to  make  a  handwritten  or  typewritten  transcription,  a  photo- 
graphic or  photostatic  reproduction,  or  to  use  a  combination  of  these 
methods."  In  addition  to  the  instruments  received  for  recordation,  the 
recorder  is  required,  upon  receipt,  to  file  any  mortgage,  trust  deed,  or 
conveyance  of  personal  property  having  the  effect  of  a  mortgage  or  lien 
upon  such  property  which  is  endorsed  with  the  words,  "This  instrument 
to  be  filed,  but  not  recorded."  The  recorder  marks  such  instruments  "filed" 
and  enters  the  time  of  their  receipt  and  files  them  in  his  office." 

ENTRY  BOOKS 

103.     Entry  Book,  1816-.       17  v.  (1,  A-H,  H,  J-P). 
Entry  book  of  recorded  instruments,  including  transcriptions  from  records 
in  Gallatin  County  which  affect  titles  to  lands  in  Saline  County,     1816-63, 


12.  L  1819,  p.  18,  20,  21;  R.  L.  1829,  p.  116,  117;  L.  1847,  p.  69;  L  1853,  p.  254;  L  1867,  p. 
148;  L.  1869,  p.  2;  L.  1871-72,  p.  645,  646;  L.  1873,  p.  144;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  834-46;  L  1917, 
p.  652;  L.  1925,  p.  521;  L.  1933-34,  Third  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  214. 

13.  L  1933-34,  Third  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  214. 

14.  L  1927,  p.  521;  L  1929,  p.  592-94. 
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Recorder  -  Instruments  (104-107) 

Recorded 

showing  type  and  number  of  instrument,  names  of  grantor  and  grantee, 
consideration,  legal  description  of  property,  book  and  page  of  entry,  and 
date  of  filing.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs. 
220  p.  18  X  12  X  2.  V.  1,  A-H,  H,  1816-1915,  attic  strm.,  3rd  fl.;  v.  J-M, 
1916-27,  common  vlt.,  bsmt.;  v.  N,  O,  1928-35.  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl.;  v.  P, 
1936-,  cir.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 


INSTRUMENTS  RECORDED 


General 


104.  General  Index  (Grantor-Grantee),  1847--.      72  v.     (A,  B,  34  not 

lettered,  grantor;  A,  B,  34  not  lettered,  grantee). 
Index  to  Deed  Record,  entry  107;  Miscellaneous  Record,  entry  109;  Quit- 
claim Deed  Record,  entry  112;  Warranty  Deed  Record,  entry  113;  Tax  Deed 
Record  entry  115;  Traction  Deed  Record,  entry  118;  Mortgage  Record, 
entry  119;  Mortgage  School  Trustees,  entry  120;  Bank  Mortgage,  entry 
122;  Building  and  Loan  Mortgage,  entry  123;  Mineral  and  Option  Record, 
entry  138;  Oil  and  Gas  Leases,  entry  139;  Pittsburg  Oil  Lease,  entry  140; 
and  Bond  for  Deed  Record,  entry  141,  showing  names  of  grantor  and 
grantee,  date  and  type  of  instrument,  consideration,  legal  description  of 
property,  book  and  page  of  entry,  and  date  of  recording.  Arr.  alph.  by 
names  of  grantor  and  grantee.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  600  p.  18  x  12  x  2, 
Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

105.  Tract  Index,  1870-71.       1  v. 

Index  to  conveyances  of  tracts  of  land,  showing  township  number,  dates  of 
conveyance  and  recordation,  names  of  grantor  and  grantee,  and  book  and 
page  of  entry.  Arr.  by  twp.  no.  Hdw.  40  p.  21  x  17  x  1^^  Cir.  clk.'s 
vlt.,  1st  fl. 

106.  Files  of  Uncalled  for  Documents,  1866--.      2  f.  b. 

Uncalled  for  miscellaneous  recorded  documents  including  land  grants, 
deeds,  chattel  and  real  estate  mortgages,  and  certificates  of  purchase  and 
sale.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  grantor.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 
10 Ya  x  5  X  12.       Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

107.  Deed  Record,  1847-.       52  v.   (A,  B,  S,  T,  V,  X,  1847-83;  1-238 
not  consecutive,  1847--). 

Recordation  of  all  types  of  deeds  and  plats,  showing  date  and  type  of  deed, 
names  of  grantor  and  grantee,  legal  description  of  property,  consideration, 
and  date  of  recording.  Also  contains  Quitclaim  Deed  Record,  1853-65,  en- 
try 112;  Warranty  Deed  Record,  1847-90,  entry  113;  Cemetery  Deed  Rec- 
ord, 1847-1913,  entry  114;  Tax  Deed  Record,  1856-1926,  entry  115;  Mort- 
gage Record,  1847-65,  entry  119;  Mortgage  School  Trustees,  1852-1907,  en- 
try 120;  Release  Record,  1850-87.  entry  124;  Chattel  Mortgage  Record, 
1852-73,  entry  126;  Oil  and  Gas  Leases,  1918--,  entry  139;  Bond  for  Deed 
Record,  1847-1910,  entry  141.  Arr.  by  date  of  recording.  Indexed  alph. 
by  name  of  grantor;  for  sep.  index,  see  entry  104;  for  sep.  index  to  plats, 
see  entry  108.      1847-80,  hdw.;  1881-,  hdw.  on  pr.  fm.      600  p.  18  x  12  x  3. 


\ 
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Recorder  -  Instruments  (108-113) 

Recorded 

Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

For  other  and  prior  recorded  deeds  and  mortgages,  see  entry  111. 

108.  Plat  Index,  1847--.       1  v. 

Index  to  recorded  plats  in  Deed  Record,  entry  107,  showing  names  of  owner 
and  township,  range  and  section  numbers,  and  book  and  page  of  entry. 
Arr.  alph.  by  title  of  plat.  Typed.  200  p.  17  x  10  x  1.  Cir.  clk.'s  off., 
1st  fl. 

109.  Miscellaneous  Record,  1893-.  12  v.  (A-L). 
Miscellaneous  recordations,  including  deeds,  mortgages,  releases,  oil  and 
gas  leases,  affidavits  guaranteeing  title,  school  trustees'  election  certifi- 
cates, corporation  charters  and  articles  of  incorporation,  and  school  trus- 
tees', lodge  officials',  and  recognizance  bonds.  Also  contains  Pittsburg 
Oil  Lease,  1917—,  entry  140;  Mineral  and  Option  Record,  1920-,  entry  138; 
and  Sale  Bill  Record,  1893-1920,  entry  133.  Arr.  by  date  of  recording. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  principal;  for  sep.  index,  see  entry  104.  1893- 
1924,  hdw.;  1925--,  typed.       574  p.  18  x  12  x  2.       Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

110.  Master's  Deed  and  Real  Estate  Mortgage,  1889-91.  1  v. 
Copies  of  master's  deeds,  showing  names  of  master  in  chancery  and  com- 
plainant, dates  of  decree  and  recording,  legal  description  of  real  estate  of- 
fered for  sale,  and  date  and  place  of  sale;  including  transcripts  of  real 
estate  mortgages,  showing  names  of  mortgagor  and  mortgagee,  legal  de- 
scription of  real  estate,  and  date  of  recording.  Arr.  by  date  of  recording. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  grantor.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  600  p.  18  x  12  x  2. 
ar.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

111.  Transcript  of  Records     from  Gallatin  Coimty  Deeds,     1820-63. 
2  V.     (A,  B). 

Transcriptions  of  deeds  and  mortgages  from  Gallatin  County  records  which 
were  recorded  prior  to  organization  of  Saline  County,  showing  date  of 
recording,  names  of  principals,  consideration  and  obligations  of  instru- 
ment, legal  description  of  property,  and  acknowledgment.  Arr.  by  date  of 
recording.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  principal.  Hdw.  600  p.  18  x  13  x- 
2 Vs.      Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

Deeds 

112.  Quitclaim  Deed  Record,     1886-.       21  v.     (R,  Y,  8-241  not  con- 
secutive). 1853-65  in  Deed  Record,  entry  107. 

Recordation  of  quitclaim  deeds,  showing  instrument  number,  names  of 
grantor,  grantee,  and  recorder,  consideration,  legal  description  of  property, 
and  dates  of  deed  and  recording.  Arr.  by  date  of  recording.  Indexed 
alph.  by  name  of  grantor;  for  sep.  index,  see  entry  104.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 
600  p.  18  X  13  X  3.      Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

For  other  quitclaim  deeds,  see  entry  117. 

118.  Warranty  Deed  Record,  1891-.  69  v.  (31-246,  not  consecu- 
tive). 1847-90  in  Deed  Record,  entry  107. 
Recordation  of  warranty  deeds,  showing  instrument  number,  names  of 
grantor,  grantee,  and  recorder,  legal  description  of  property,  considera- 
tion, acknowledgment,  and  dates  of  filing  and  recording.  Arr.  by  date  of 
recording.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  grantor;  for  sep.  index,  see  entry 
104.      Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.      584  p.  18  x  13  x  3.      Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 
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Recorder-Instruments  (114-120) 

Recorded 

114.  Cemetery  Deed  Record,  1914-.       1  v.   (1).       1847-1913  in  Deed 
Record,  entry  107. 

Recordation  of  deeds  to  cemetery  lots,  showing  names  of  grantor  and 
grantee,  legal  description  of  property,  consideration,  acknowledgement,  and 
dates  of  deed  and  recording.  Arr.  by  date  of  recording.  Indexed  alph. 
by  name  of  grantee.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  294  p.  16  x  11  x  1.  Cir.  clk.'s 
vlt.,  1st  fl. 

115.  Tax  Deed  Record,  1927-.  1  v.  (216).  1856-1926  in  Deed  Rec- 
ord, entry  107. 

Recordation  of  tax  deeds,  showing  date,  name  and  address  of  purchaser, 
legal  description  of  property,  acknowledgment,  and  dates  of  filing  and 
recording.  Arr.  by  date  of  recording.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  pur- 
chaser; for  sep.  index,  see  entry  104.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  604  p.  18  x  12  x  2. 
Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

116.  Mausoleum  (Deed)  Record,  1919-.  1  v.  (1).  Last  entry  1935. 
Recordation  of  deeds  to  mausoleum  compartments  of  Sunset  Mausoleum 
Association,  including  plats  of  mausoleum,  showing  dates  of  deed  and  rec- 
ording, names  of  grantor  and  grantee,  consideration,  and  number  and  loca- 
tion of  compartment.  Arr.  by  date  of  recording.  Indexed  alph.  by  name 
of  grantee.      Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.      580  p.  18  x  12  x  2.      Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fL 

117.  Trust,  Master's,  and  Quitclaim  Deeds,  1878-85.  1  v. 
Recordation  of  trust,  master's,  and  quitclaim  deeds,  showing  names  of 
principals,  consideration  and  terms  of  deed,  legal  description  of  property, 
acknowledgment,  and  dates  of  deed  and  recording.  Arr.  by  date  of  rec- 
ording. Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  grantor.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  588  p. 
18  X  13  X  3.       Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

For  other  quitclaim  deeds,     see  entries  107,     112;     for  other  master's 
deeds,  see  entries  107,  110;  for  other  trust  deeds,  see  entry  107. 

118.  Traction  Deed  Record,  1910.      1  v. 

Recordation  of  deeds  to  Egyptian  Traction  Company  properties,  showing 
names  of  grantor  and  grantee,  legal  description  of  property,  consideration, 
and  dates  of  deed  and  filing.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  For  index,  see 
entry  104.      Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.      324  p.  18  x  12  x  IVz.      Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

Mortgages  -  Real  Property 

119.  Mortgage  Record,  1866--.  74  v.  (O,  U,  Z,  5-244  not  consecu- 
tive). Title  varies:  Real  Mortgage  Record.  1847-65  in  Deed 
Record,  entry  107. 

Recordation  of  real  estate  mortgages,  showing  names  of  mortgagor  and 
mortgagee,  date  and  number  of  instrument,  consideration,  legal  descrip- 
tion of  property,  terms  of  mortgage,  and  date  of  filing.  Also  contains 
Release  Record,  1888-92,  entry  124.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  Indexed  alph. 
by  name  of  mortgagor;  for  sep.  index,  see  entry  104,  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 
590  p.  18  X  12  X  2.       Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

120.  Mortgage  School  Trustees,  1908--.  1  v.  (101).  Last  entry 
1935.       1852-1907  in  Deed  Record,  entry  107. 

Recordation  of  mortgages  received  by  school  trustees,  showing  date,  names 
of  mortgagor  and  mortgagee,  legal  description  of  property,  obligations  of 
mortgage,  and  dates  of  mortgage,  recording,  and  filing.      Arr.  by  date  of 
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Becorder-Instnunents  (121-127) 

Recorded 

recording.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  mortgagor;  for  sep.  index,  see  entry 
104.     Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.    592  p.  18  x  13  x  3.      Cir.  elk's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

121.  Farm  Loan  Register,  1917--.  2  v.  (1,  2).  Last  entry  1931. 
Recordation  of  farm  loans,  through  Federal  Land  Bank  of  St.  Louis,  Mis- 
souri, showing  date,  name  and  address  of  mortgagee,  consideration,  legal 
description  of  property,  terms,  and  date  of  recording.  Arr.  by  date  of 
recording.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  mortgagor.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 
294  p.  18  X  12  X  IVo.      Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

122.  Bank  Mortgage,  1923-.       2  v.  (190,  217). 

Recordation  of  conveyances  of  First  Trust  and  Savings  Bank,  including 
mortgages  and  warrants,  showing  dates  of  conveyance  and  recording,  legal 
description  of  property,  and  consideration.  Arr.  by  date  of  recording. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  gni-antor;  for  sep.  index,  see  entry  104.  Hdw.  on 
pr.  fm.      576  p.  18  x  12  x  2.      Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

123.  Building  and  Loan  Mortgage,  (Trust  Building  and  Loan  Asso- 
ciation of  Nashville,  Illinois),  1919-31.       1  v. 

Recordation  of  real  estate  mortgages  received  by  Trust  Building  and  Loan 
Association  of  Nashville,  Illinois,  showing  instrument  number,  names  of 
mortgagor  and  mortgagee,  legal  description  of  property,  date,  amount,  and 
terms  of  mortgage,  acknowledgment,  and  date  of  filing.  Arr.  by  date  of 
filing.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  mortgagor;  for  sep.  index,  see  entry  104. 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.       432  p.  18  x  12  x  2.       Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

124.  Release  Record,  1893-.  14  v.  (1-14).  1850-87  in  Deed  Rec- 
ord, entry  107;  1888-92  in  Mortgage  Record,  entry  119. 

Recordation  of  mortgage  releases,  showing  names  of  gfrantor  and  grantee, 
legal  description  of  property,  consideration,  terms  of  release,  acknowledg- 
ment, book  and  page  of  entry  of  mortgage  recordation,  and  dates  of  instru- 
ment and  recording.  Arr.  by  date  of  recording.  Indexed  alph.  by  name 
of  mortgagee;  for  sep.  index,  1904--,  see  entry  125.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  598  p. 
18  X  12  X  2.    Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

125.  Release  Index,  1904-.      3  v.     (1-3). 

Index  to  Release  Record,  entry  124,  showing  date  of  mortgage,  legal  de- 
scription of  property,  consideration,  date  of  release,  name  of  mortgagor, 
and  book  and  page  of  entry.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  mortgagor.  Hdw. 
under  pr.  hdgs.  600  p.  18  x  13  x  2.  V.  1,  2,  1904-30,  common  vlt.,  bsmt.; 
v.  3,  1931-,  cir.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

Mortgages  -  Chattel 

126.  Chattel  Mortgage  Record,  1874-.  56  v.  (C,  K,  1874-1913;  R-Z, 
1894-1920;  1-5,  7-27,  27,  30-47,  1905-).  1852-73  in  Deed  Rec- 
ord, entry  107. 

Recordation  of  chattel  mortgages,  showing  names  of  mortgagor  and  mort- 
gagee, dates  of  instrument  and  recording,  description  of  property,  consid- 
eration, obligations,  and  acknowledgment.  Arr.  by  date  of  recording. 
1874-1916,  indexed  alph.  by  name  of  mortgagor;  for  index,  1917—,  see  entry 
127.  1874-84,  hdw.;  1885-1924,  hdw.  on  pr.  fm.;  1925-,  typed.  600  p. 
18  X  12  X  2.  V.  C,  K,  1874-1913,  attic  strm.,  3rd  fl.;  v.  R-Z,  1894-1920,  com- 
mon vlt.,  bsmt;  v.  1-5,  7-27,  27,  30-47,  1905-,  cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

127.  Chattel  Mortgage  Index,  1917-.  4  v.  (1,  2  not  numbered,  1). 
Index  to  Chattel  Mortgage  Record,  entry  126,  showing  names  of  mortgagor 
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Kecorder-Instruments  (128-132)" 

Recorded 

and  mortgagee,  date  of  filing,  and  book  and  page  of  entry.  Arr.  alph. 
by  name  of  mortgagor.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  319  p.  18  x  12  x  2.  V. 
1,  1917-24,  common  vlt.,  bsmt.;  2  v.  not  numbered,  1925-35,  cir.  clk.'s  vlt., 
1st  fl.;  V.  1,  1936-,  cir.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl.' 

128.  Extension  Chattel  Mortgage,     1898-.       1  v.   (1).       Last     entry 
1936. 

Copies  of  extensions  on  chattel  mortgages,  showing  names  of  mortgagor 
and  mortgagee,  amounts  due,  book  and  page  of  mortgage  record,  and 
dates  of  extension  and  recording.  Arr.  by  date  of  recording.  Indexed 
alph.  by  name  of  mortgagor.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm,  424  p.  18  x  12  x  3. 
Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

Certificates  of  Levy, 
Sale,  and  Redemption 

129.  Sherifrs  Certificate,  Levy,  Sale,  and  Redemption  Record,  1872--. 

1  V.   (B). 

Copies  of  sheriff's  certificates  of  levy,  sale,  and  redemption,  showing 
certificate  number,  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  sheriff,  purchaser,  wit- 
nesses, and  county  collector,  date,  amount,  and  place  of  sale,  legal  de- 
scription of  property,  acknowledgment,  and  date  of  filing.  Arr.  by  date 
of  sale.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  defendant.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  604  p. 
18  X  12  X  21/2.       Cir.  clk.'s  vlt,  1st  fl. 

130.  Master's  Certificate  of  Sale  and  Redemption,  1874-.  1  v.  (B). 
Copies  of  master's  certificates  of  sale  and  redemption,  showing  date  and 
term  of  court,  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and  redeemer,  amounts  of 
debt,  interest,  costs,  and  sale,  legal  description  of  property,  and  dates  of 
notice,  sale,  and  recording.  Also  contains  Master's  Report  of  Sale  Cer- 
tificate of  Purchase  in  Partition,  1874-1908,  1931-,  entry  131;  Master's  Cer- 
tificate of  Purchase  and  Report  of  Redemption,  1874-1916,  entry  132. 
Arr.  by  date  of  recording.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  defendant.  Hdw. 
on  pr.  fm.    572  p.  18  x  12  x  2.      Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

131.  Master's    Report  of  Sale  Certificate  of    Purchase  in    Partition, 

1909-30.     1  V.       1874-1908,  1931-  in  Master's  Certificate  of  Sale 

and  Redemption,  entry  130. 
Copies  of  master's  reports  of  sale  and  certificates  of  purchase  in  partition, 
showing  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and  purchaser,  date  and  term  of 
court,  legal  description  of  property,  amount  of  debts,  interest,  costs,  and 
bid,  and  dates  of  notice,  sale,  and  recording.  Arr.  by  date  of  recording. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  defendant.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  600  p.  18  x  12  x  2. 
Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

132.  Master's  Certificate  of  Purchase     and  Report  of     Redemption, 

1917—.       1  V.    (E).       1874-1916  in  Master's  Certificate  of  Sale 

and  Redemption,  entry  130. 
Master's  certificates  of  purchase,  including  master's  reports  of  redemp- 
tion, showing  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  purchaser,  and  redeemer,  term 
of  court,  amounts  of  debt,  interest,  and  costs,  period  of  redemption,  legal 
description  of  property,  and  date  of  recording.  Arr.  by  date  of  record- 
ing. Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  purchaser.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  432  p. 
18  x  12  X  2.       Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 
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Recorded 

133.  Sale  BiU  Record,  1905-.       1  v.   (1).       1893-1930  also  in  Miscel- 
laneous Record,  entry  109. 

Copies  of  bills  of  sale,  showing  list  of  goods,  chattels,  and  property,  name 
of  purchaser,  by  whom  delivered,  dates  of  sale  and  recording,  and  amount 
of  receipts.  Arr.  by  date  of  recording.  Indexed  alph.  by  names  of 
grantee.      Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.      578  p.  18  x  12  x  3.      Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

Bonds  of  Officers 

134.  Treasurer's  Bond  Record,  1890-1924.       2  v.   (1,  1). 

Copies  of  township  treasurers'  bonds,  showing  names  of  principal,  sureties, 
and  office,  amount  and  terms  of  bond,  dates  of  bond  and  recording,  and 
length  of  term.  Arr.  by  date  of  recording.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of 
principal.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  423  -  588  p.  14  x  9  x  ll^  -  18  x  12  x  2.  Com- 
mon vlt.,  bsmt. 

135.  Town  Collectors'  Bond  Record,  1890-1918.      1  v. 

Copies  of  township  collectors'  bonds,  showing  names  of  collector,  sureties, 
and  town,  date,  amount,  and  terms  of  bond,  acknowledgment,  and  date  of 
recording.  Arr.  by  date  of  recording.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  twp. 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.      293  p.  18  x  12  x  1.      Common  vlt.,  bsmt. 

Other  Instruments 

136.  Field  Notes,  1870-.      1  v. 

Copies  of  United  States  survey  field  notes,  showing  legal  description  of 
surveyed  land,  names  of  owner  and  surveyor,  and  dates  of  survey  and 
filing.  Arr.  by  sec,  twp.,  and  range.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  120  p. 
18  X  15  x  11/2.     Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

137.  Record  of  Election  of  Trustees,  1871--.      2  v.  (A,  B). 

Copies  of  election  certificates  of  trustees  of  churches,  lodges,  societies,  or 
orders,  showing  names  of  trustees  and  organizations,  acknowledgment,  and 
dates  of  certificate  and  recording.  Arr.  by  date  of  recording.  Indexed 
alph.  by  name  of  organization.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  290  p.  18  x  12  x  1. 
Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

138.  Mineral  and  Option  Record,     1905-19.       1  v.     1920-  in  Miscel- 
laneous Record,  entry  109. 

Copies  of  agreements  for  exclusive  rights  to  coal  and  other  minerals,  in- 
cluding options  to  purchase  mineral  rights  on  adjoining  real  estate,  show- 
ing date  and  terms  of  agreement,  names  of  grantor  and  grantee,  legal 
description  of  property,  and  dates  of  recording  and  filing.  Arr.  by  date  of 
recording.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  grantor;  for  sep.  index,  see  entry 
104.      Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.    572  p.  18  x  13  x  3.       Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

139.  Oil  and  Gas  Leases,  1909-17.       4  v.    (1,  90,  110,  138).       1918- 
in  Deed  Record,  entry  107. 

Copies  of  gas  and  oil  leases,  showing  names  of  lessor  and  lessee,  term  and 
date  of  lease,  location  and  legal  description  of  land,  and  dates  of  expira- 
tion and  recording.  Arr.  by  date  of  recording.  Indexed  alph.  by  name 
of  grantor;  for  sep.  index,  see  entry  104.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  579  p. 
18  X  13  X  3.      Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

For  other  copies  of  oil  and  gas  leases,  see  entry  109. 

140.  Pittsburg  Oil  Lease,     1913-16.       1  v.       1917-  in  Miscellaneous 
Record,  entry  109. 
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and  Plats 

Copies  of  Pittsburg  Oil  and  Gas  Company  agreements  for  oil  and  gas 
leases,  showing  names  of  lessor,  lessee,  and  witnesses,  consideration,  term 
and  date  of  lease  and  legal  description  of  property.  Arr.  by  date  of  lease. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  lessor;  for  sep.  index,  see  entry  104.  Hdw.  on 
pr.  fm.      584  p.  18  x  13  x  3.       Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

141.  Bond  For  Deed  Record,  1911-.       3  v.   (120,  121,  197).       1847  - 
1910  in  Deed  Record,  entry  107. 

Recordation  of  bonds  for  deeds,  showing  names  of  grantor,  grantee,  and 
sureties,  date,  amount,  and  obligations  of  bond,  acknowledgment,  and  date 
of  filing.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  grantor;  for  sep.  index,  see  entry  104. 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.      582  p.  18  x  13  x  3.      Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

142.  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Discharge  Record,  1919-.  1  v.  (1). 
Record  of  World  War  soldiers'  and  sailors'  discharges,  showing  dates  of 
discharges  and  recording,  name,  age,  and  rank  of  veteran,  places  of  enlist- 
ment and  discharge,  length  of  service,  and  name  and  rank  of  commanding 
officer.  Arr.  by  date  of  recording.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  soldier  or 
sailor.      Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.      252  p.  18  x  12  x  li^.      Cir.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

143.  StalUon  Record,  1910-21.      2  v.  (1,  2). 

Copies  of  certificates  and  renewals  of  stallion  certificates,  showing  cer- 
tificate and  registration  numbers,  names  of  owner,  examiner,  and  breeder, 
name  and  description  of  stallion,  dates  of  license  expiration,  foaling,  and 
leases,  signature  of  secretary  of  board,  and  date  of  filing.  Arr.  by  date  of 
filing.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  owner.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  580  p. 
18  x  12  X  2.  V.  1,  1910-14,  attic  strm.,  3rd  fl.;  v.  2,  1915-21,  common  vlt., 
bsmt. 

144.  Stock  Ledger,  1857-61.    1  v. 

Ledger  of  capital  stock  sold  by  Illinois  Southern  Railroad  Company,  show- 
ing number  of  shares  sold,  date,  and  amount  of  payment.  Arr.  by  date  of 
sale.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  640  p.  18  x  12  x  2.  Attic  strm., 
3rd  fl. 

MAPS  AND  PLATS 

145.  Surveyor's  Plat  Book,  1891-.       1  v. 

Original  record  of  surveys  made  by  county  surveyor,  with  plats  of  surveys, 
showing  section,  township,  and  range  numbers,  name  of  surveyor,  and 
date  of  recording.  Arr.  by  date  of  recording.  No  index.  Hand-drawn. 
480  p.  18  X  13  X  3.      Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

146.  State  Aid  Road,  Route  No.  1,  Section  8,  no  date.      8  maps. 
Construction    maps  for  state  highway,     route  1,  section  8,     in  the  section 
designated  as  section  A,  showing  profiles  of  grades  and  elevations  of  pro- 
ject, kinds  of  materials  to  be  used,  and  type  of  construction  to  be  followed. 
Blueprint.       60  x  24.       Common  vlt.,  bsmt. 

147.  Saline  County,  no  date.       1  map. 

Physical  road  map  of  Saline  County,  showing  outlines  of  townships,  sec- 
tions, and  roads.      Blueprint.       54  x  4.       Common  vlt.,  bsmt. 

148.  State  Highway  Route  Between  Harrisburg  and  Equality,       no 

date.      1  map. 
Physical  map  showing  outline  of  state  highway  No.  13  between     Harris- 
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burg  and  Equality,  with  connecting'  roads  and  highways.  Blueprint 
36  X  30.       Common  vlt.,  bsmt. 

149.  Williamson  and  Saline  Counties,  no  date.       1  plan. 

Road  plan  showing  route  and  connecting  highways  of  state  highway.  No. 
13  between  Harrisburg  and  Crab  Orchard.  Hand-drawn.  36  x  24.  Attic 
strm.,  3rd  fl. 

150.  Coal  Belt-Fruit  Belt  Route,  no  date.       1  plat. 
Communication  plat  showing  outline  of  route  No.  1  between  Harrisburg  in 
Saline  County,  and  Vienna  in  Johnson  County.      Blueprint.      1  in.  to  */4  mi. 
24  X  30.       Attic  strm.,  3rd  fl. 

FEES 

151.  Receipts  and  Expenditures,  1873—.  4  v.  (1  not  numbered,  3-5). 
Register  of  recorder's  receipts  and  expenditures,  showing  names  of  payer 
and  recipient,  type  and  number  of  instrument,  amounts  of  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures, purpose  of  expenditure,  and  date  of  filing  instrument.  Arr.  by 
date  of  transaction.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  318  p.  17  x  14  x  1. 
1  V.  not  numbered,  v.  3,  4,  1873-1904,  attic  strm.,  3rd  fl.;  v.  5,  1905-,  cir. 
clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 
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(Next  entry  152,  p.  153) 

IV.     COUNTY   COURT 

The  county  court  serves  as  the  judicial  branch  of  county  government. 
This  court  is  administered  by  the  county  judge  who  is  elected  for  a  four- 
year  term  by  the  county  electorate.  Before  entering  upon  the  duties  of 
his  office,  the  county  judge  is  required  to  take  and  subscribe  to  an  oath 
which  he  files  with  the  Secretary  of  State.  The  compensation  of  the  Sa- 
line county  judge  was  originally  set  at  $2.50  per  diem  for  holding  court, 
which  was  paid  quarterly  out  of  the  county  treasury.^  Today,  the  judge  in 
this  county  receives  $3,240  per  annum.-  The  court  hears  and  determines 
matters  in  which  it  has  original  or  concurrent  jurisdiction,  including  ap- 
peals from  the  justices  of  the  peace  and  police  magistrates.^ 

At  the  time  of  the  organization  of  Saline  County,  the  powers  of  the 
judiciary  in  all  counties  were  administered  only  by  the  justices  of  the 
peace,^  the  probate  justice  of  the  peace,'^  and  the  circuit  court.^  Later,  a 
civil  and  criminal  court  with  jurisdiction  coextensive  with  the  county  lines 
was  established  under  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  1848  and  leg- 
islation of  1849."  The  court  created  was  the  county  court.  This  unit  of 
county  government  was  established  with  a  partial  reversion  to  the  dual 
function,  administrative  and  judicial,  of  the  local  judiciary  in  Illinois  under 
the  Territorial  Laws  prior  to  1818.  The  court  was  different  from  the  ter- 
ritorial courts  in  that  its  composition  varied  for  each  of  the  two  func- 
tions. The  judicial  court  was  administered  by  the  county  judge,  who 
was  elected  by  the  county  electorate  and  commissioned  by  the  Governor. 
His  original  four-year  tenure  of  office  has  remained  effective  to  the  pres- 
ent.* As  the  administrative  body,  the  court  was  made  up  of  the  county 
judge  and  two  justices  of  the  peace." 

Under  the  second  constitution  complete  separation  of  county  business 
powers  from  the  judicial  could  be  had  with  the  acceptance  by  the  county 
electorate  of  an  independent  administrative  body,  the  board  of  supervis- 
ors, established  under  township  organization.^"  This  plan  of  government 
was  not  selected  during  this  period,  and  Saline  was  governed  by  the  dual 
county  court  until  1874  when  the  board  of  county  commissioners  became 
successor  to  the  county  court  in  its  jurisdiction  over  county  affairs  and 
business.  From  that  date  on,  the  county  court  has  served  only  as  a  ju- 
dicial court  in  Saline  County. 

The  county  court  as  established  in  1849  was  vested  with  the  same 
civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction  as  the  justices  of  the  peace.  The  county 
judge  was  made  a  conservator  of  the  peace.  He  was  given  the  same  power 
and  authority  as  the  circuit  judge  in  preserving  order  in  the  court  and 
punishing  contempts  offered  the  court  while  in  session."  Suits  for  the 
sale  of  delinquent  lands  for  taxes  of  1848,  and  prior  years,  could  be  brought 


1.  L  1849,  p.  62,  63. 

2.  L  1933,  p.  616. 

3.  L   1881,   p.  70. 

4.  Constitution  of  1818,  Art.   IV,  sec.  8;  L  1819,  p.  192. 

5.  L  1836-37,  p.  176, 

6.  L  1819,  p.  380. 

7.  Constitution  of  1648,  Art.  V,   sec.   1,   16;   L.  1849,   p.  62. 

8.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  17;  L  1849,  p.  62,  66;   R.  S.  1874,  p.  339;  L  1933,  p.  451. 

9.  L  1849,  p.  65. 

10.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  VII,  sec.  6;  L.  1849,  p.  192,  202-4;  L  1851,  p.  38,  50-52. 

11.  L   1849,  p.  65. 
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and  presented  in  either  the  circuit  or  county  court,  but  for  taxes  of  subse- 
quent years,  the  county  court  was  given  exclusive  original  jurisdiction.'^" 
The  court  also  exercised  jurisdiction  equal  with  that  of  the  circuit  court 
over  naturalization." 

In  addition  to  its  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction,  the  court  was  vested 
with  all  the  powers  and  jurisdiction  in  probate  matters  which  were  vested 
prior  to  this  date  in  the  court  of  the  probate  justice.  The  court  was  given 
concurrent  jurisdiction  with  the  circuit  court  in  hearing  and  determining 
applications  for  the  sale  of  real  estate  of  deceased  persons  and  for  the 
payment  of  debts  for  the  estate."  In  Saline  County  the  county  judge  has 
served  to  the  present  day  in  his  ex-officio  capacity  as  judge  of  the  probate 
court. ^^ 

The  law  jurisdiction  of  the  county  court  in  Saline  County  is  concur- 
rent with  that  of  the  circuit  court  in  that  class  of  cases  wherein  the  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  have  jurisdiction  where  the  value  of  the  amount  in  con- 
troversy does  not  exceed  $2,000,^"  in  all  cases  of  appeals  from  justices  of 
the  peace  and  police  magistrates,  and  in  all  criminal  offenses  and  misde- 
meanors where  the  punishment  is  not  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary  or 
death.i"  The  county  court  also  has  original  jurisdiction  in  matters  relat- 
ing to  indigent  mothers^*  and  jurisdiction  over  insane  persons  not  charged 
with  crime.'" 

The  county  and  circuit  courts  have  original  jurisdiction  in  cases  of 
juvenile  offenders.  This  jurisdiction  is  over  matters  dealing  with  depend- 
ent, neglected,  and  delinquent  children.  The  authority  includes  provision 
for  the  treatment,  control,  maintenance,  adoption,  and  guardianship  of 
such  children.^ 

In  1899  provision  was  made  for  the  appointment  by  the  court  of  a  juve- 
nile probation  officer  to  serve  without  compensation  from  the  public  treas- 
ury and  at  the  pleasure  of  the  court.^  In  1907  an  amendment  to  this  act 
authorized  the  court  to  allow  compensation  to  such  officers  in  a  sum  to  be 
set  by  the  county  board,  but  the  power  of  the  court  to  appoint  probation 
officers  to  serve  without  pay  was  in  no  way  abridged  by  this  legislation.^ 
An  amendment  of  1925  provided  that  if  more  than     one  probation  officer 


12.  L  1849,  p.  126. 

13.  2    U.    S.    S.    L.    155, 

14.  L   1849,   p.  65. 

15.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  16,  13;  L.  1849,  p.  65;  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.  18; 
R.  S.  1874,  p.  339,  340;  L.  1933,  p.  449,  458. 

16.  Under  the  laws  of  1872  and  the  revised  statutes  of  1874,  the  jurisdiction  was  in  cases  wherein  the 
amount  involved  did  not  exceed  $500.  (L.  1871-72,  p.  325;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  339,  340).  Legislation 
enacted  in  1933  extended  the  jurisdiction  to  $2,000  (L.  1933,  p.  452),  but  a  later  amendment  of 
the  same  session,  passed  June  21,  1933,  placed  the  jurisdiction  in  cases  where  the  cunount  Involved 
is  not  over  $1,000  (Ibid.,  p.  449).  In  1939  Jurisdiction  was  again  extended  to  $2,000  (L.  1939, 
p.   492). 

17.  R.  S.  1874,  p.  340;   L  1877,   p.  77;   L.  1895,  p.   212,   223;   L.  1933,   p.  449-51. 

18.  L  1913,  p.  127;  L  1915,  p.  243;   L.  1921,  p.  162-64;  L  1935,  p.  256-59. 

19.  L.  1869,  p.  366;  R.  S.  1874,   p.  685. 

20.  L.  1899,  p.  131-37;  L.  1901,  p.  141-44;  L.  1905,  p.  152-56;  L.  1907,  p.  70-78. 

21.  L  1899,  p.  133. 

22.  L  1907,  p.  69,  70. 
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were  appointed,  one  was  to  be  designated  as  chief  probation  officer.  To 
be  eligible  for  the  position  of  chief  probation  officer,  the  candidate  was  re- 
quired to  have  had  experience  in  social  welfare  work  equivalent  to  one  year 
spent  in  active  practical  welfare  work.  Minimum  rates,  based  upon  popu- 
lation, were  established  for  the  compensation  of  these  officers,  the  county 
board  to  fix  the  amount.  Where  a  county  had  only  one  probation  officer, 
the  salary  rates  were  made  to  apply  to  that  individual.  The  court,  how- 
ever, retains  the  power  to  appoint  probation  officers  to  serve  without 
pay.^  For  Saline  County,  and  others  with  a  population  of  more  than 
twenty-five  thousand  and  not  exceeding  fifty  thousand^*  the  rate  is  set  at 
a  sum  not  less  than  $100  a  month. 

The  officer  under  consideration  makes  investigations  on  order  of  the 
court  and  takes  charge  of  the  child  before  and  after  trial.  He  is  required 
to  be  present  at  the  court  hearings  in  order  that  he  may  represent  the  in- 
terest of  the  child.  This  officer  also  furnishes  information  and  assist- 
ance as  required  by  the  court." 

Upon  petition  filed  with  the  clerk  of  the  court  for  the  removal  of  a 
neglected  or  dependent  child  from  the  custody  of  its  parents  or  guardian, 
process  is  issued  for  appearance.  The  summons  may  be  served  by  the 
sheriff  or  the  duly  appointed  probation  officer .=» 

At  any  time  after  the  filing  of  the  petition  and  pending  the  final  dis- 
position, the  court  may  allow  the  child  to  remain  in  the  possession  of  its 
custodian,  or  in  its  home  subject  to  the  visitation  of  the  probation  officer; 
or  the  child  may  be  ordered  in  custody  of  the  probation  officer.^  If  upon 
hearing  the  case  the  court  finds  the  child  to  be  dependent  or  neglected,  the 
court  may  commit  the  child  to  an  association  or  institution,  or  allow  the 
child  to  remain  in  his  home  subject  to  the  visitation  of  the  probation  offi- 
cer.=*  In  a  similar  fashion  the  probation  officer  for  adults,  an  appointee  of 
the  circuit  court,  assists  the  county  court  in  the  administration  of  justice 
among  adult  violators.^ 

In  cases  of  delinquency,  if  the  court  finds  any  child  to  be  delinquent, 
the  court  may  commit  the  child  to  an  institution  or  to  the  custody  of  the 
probation  officer.  The  court  may,  upon  its  discretion,  send  juvenile  of- 
fenders and  vagrants  to  the  state  reform  school  rather  than  to  the  county 
jail.*" 

Another  probation  officer,  also  an  appointee  of  the  county  court,  as- 
sists the  court  in  mothers'  pension  cases.  The  state  and  county  funds  for 
indigent  mothers  and  their  children  are  administered  by' the  county  court, 
its  appointed  probation  officers,  the  county  board  with  the  assistance  of 
the  county  clerk,  the  county  treasurer,  and  the  State  Department  of  Pub- 
lic Welfare.  The  county  court,  however,  is  given  original  jurisdiction  in 
these  matters.'' 


23.  L  1925,  p.  187,  188. 

24.  In  1930  the  population  of  Saline  County  was  listed  as  37,100.   Population  Bulletin,  p.  9. 

25.  L  1899,  p.  133;  L.  1925,  p.  187,  188. 

26.  L.  1899,  p.  132,  133;  L  1905,  p.  153,  154;  L.  1907,  p.  72,  73. 

27.  L.  1907,  p.  74. 

28.  L  1923,  p.  180,  181. 

29.  L.  1911,  p.  280-82. 

30.  L  1907,  p.  75. 

31.  L.  1913,  p.  127-30;  L.  1915,  p.  243-45;  L  1921,  p.  162-64;  L  1935,  p.  256-59. 
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A  mother  whose  husband  is  dead  or  incapacitated,  or  who  is  abandoned 
by  her  husband,  is  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  mothers'  pension  fund 
when  she  is  in  need.  Such  mother  may  file  an  application  with  the  county 
court  for  relief.  The  case  of  the  applicant  is  then  investigated  by  the 
probation  officer  under  the  direction  of  the  court.''^  A  report  and  recom- 
mendation of  the  approval  or  disapproval  of  such  application  is  then  made 
by  this  officer  of  the  court.  If  the  application  is  approved,  the  probation 
officer  or  other  person  may  file  with  the  clerk  of  the  court  a  written  peti- 
tion verified  by  affidavit  setting  forth  the  facts  giving  the  court  jurisdic- 
tion and  other  facts  upon  which  an  order  for  relief  is  entered.  TJpon  re- 
ceipt of  the  petition,  a  summons  is  issued  to  the  mother  and  the  county 
board  for  appearance.  The  usual  procedure  is  for  the  board  to  make  a 
written  appearance.  Upon  the  hearing  in  court,  the  court  may  make  an 
order  upon  the  county  board  to  pay  monthly  such  money  as  may  be  neces- 
sary for  the  care  of  the  mother  and  her  child  or  children  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  law." 

To  carry  out  this  procedure,  the  county  court  appoints  the  probation 
officer  who  serves  during  the  pleasure  of  the  court  and  is  compensated  for 
his  services  by  the  county  in  such  amount  as  determined  by  the  county 
board.  As  noted  above,  this  officer  is  required  to  investigate  all  applica- 
tions for  relief  and  make  a  written  report  to  the  court.  In  addition  to 
this  duty,  the  probation  officer  makes  quarterly  visits  and  supervises, 
under  the  direction  of  the  court,  the  families  to  which  such  assistance  has 
been  granted.** 

The  county  board  annually  levies  a  tax  on  all  taxable  property  to  pro- 
vide for  the  mothers'  pension  fund.  The  levy  is  made  not  in  excess  of 
two-fifths  of  one  mill  on  a  dollar  in  Saline  County.^  In  addition  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  from  time  to  time,  makes  appropriation  to  the  State  De- 
partment of  Public  Welfare  the  funds,  in  turn,  being  distributed  to  the  sev- 
eral counties  to  supplement  the  pension  fund.  To  become  entitled  to  the  state 
appropriations,  the  county  must  meet  the  standards  of  administration  set 
by  the  state  agency.  The  county  treasurer  certifies  to  the  state  depart- 
ment an  itemized  statement,  attested  by  the  county  clerk,  of  the  money 
paid  out  during  each  quarter  in  accordance  with  the  legislative  provisions 
for  this  pension  and  also  certifies  annually  the  total  assessed  valuation  and 
amount  of  money  raised  by  tax  levy  for  the  mothers'  pension  fund.**. 

Jurisdiction  in  the  election  procedure  is  vested  variously  in  the  county 
board,  the  county  court,  and  the  county  clerk.  In  the  event  that  any  city, 
village,  or  incorporated  town  adopts  the  City  Election  Act  the  county  judge 
appoints  a  board  of  three  election  commissioners  to  have  charge  of  elec- 
tions in  that  political  unit.  Only  ore  such  board,  however,  is  appointed 
in  each  county.  This  board  has  jurisdiction  over  elections  in  all  cities, 
villages,     or  incorporated  towns    which  may  adopt  the  act.''       Otherwise, 


32.  L  1913,  p.  127-30;  L.  1915,  p.  244;  L.  1935,  p.  256-59. 

33.  L.  1913,  p.  127-30;  L.  1935,  p.  257-59. 

34.  L  1913,  p.  129,  130;  L.  1935,  p.  253. 

35.  L  1919,  p.  780,  781;  L.  1927,  p.  196,  197;  L.  1928,  First  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  3,  4;  L.  1933,  p.  194, 
195. 

36.  L.  1935,  p.  259. 

37.  L  1885,  p.  147-49;  L.  1899,  p.  163-65;  L.  'i917,  p.  445,  446;  L.  1929,  p.  399;  L  1933,  p.  534; 
L  1935-36,  Fourth  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  35. 
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jurisdiction  is  vested  in  the  county  board,  county  court,  and  county  clerk. 
The  county  court  has  original  jurisdiction  in  election  contests  for  certain 
county,  district,  and  township  offices.^ 

Aiding  in  the  settlement  of  questions  arising  in  the  course  of  the  elec- 
tion procedure  is  the  county  officers  electoral  boaxd.  This  body  consists 
of  the  county  judge  as  chairman,  the  county  clerk,  and  the  state's  attor- 
ney.'" 

The  several  nomination  papers  for  county  offices  are  filed  with  the 
county  clerk  and  are  considered  valid  unless  objections  are  made  within 
five  days  after  the  last  day  for  filing  such  papers.  Objections  to  nomi- 
nations are  made  to  the  county  officers  electoral  board  for  any  office  of 
the  county,  park  district,  or  other  division  coterminous  with  or  less  than 
the  county  and  other  than  a  city,  village,  incorporated  town,  or  township.*" 
The  objector's  petition  is  filed  with  the  county  clerk  who  presents  the  same, 
together  with  the  nomination  papers  or  certificate,  before  the  electoral 
board."  The  petition  contains  the  objector's  name  and  residence,  the  na- 
ture of  the  objection,  the  interest  of  the  objector,  and  the  relief  sought  by 
the  board.*=  A  notice  of  the  hearing  is  sent  to  the  candidate.  Upon 
hearing  the  objections,  the  board  renders  a  final  decision  by  majority  vote. 
In  the  event  the  candidate  whose  nomination  is  protested  is  a  member  of 
the  electoral  board,  the  circuit  judge  is  required  to  fill  his  place." 

Jurisdiction  is  vested  in  the  county  court  to  hear  and  determine  all 
questions  relative  to  taxes  on  gifts,  legacies  and  inheritance."  The  act 
granting  this  jurisdiction  is  generally  known  as  the  "Inheritance  Tax 
Law."  Originally,  the  state's  attorney  was  charged  with  the  duty  of  en- 
forcing the  provision  of  this  law,*'"  however,  since  1913  these  duties  have 
been  performed  by  the  Attorney  General."  Under  that  law  the  county 
judge  and  the  county  clerk  are  required  every  three  months  to  make  a 
statement  in  writing  to  the  county  treasurer  of  the  property  from  which 
or  the  party  from  whom  he  has  reasons  to  believe  a  tax  under  this  act  is 
due  and  unpaid.*"  The  county  treasurer  is  required  to  collect  and  pay  to 
the  State  Treasurer  all  taxes  that  may  be  due  and  payable  under  it.** 

Under  an  act  of  1933,  housing  corporations  may  be  organized  in  Illi- 
nois for  the  express  purpose  of  improving  housing  conditions.*"  Such  cor- 
porations are  subject  to  the  supervision  and  control  of  the  State  Housing 
Board.  This  state  agency  has  authority,  after  investigations  and  public 
hearings,  to  approve  the  acquisition  of  property  and  construction  of  hous- 
ing projects.  If  the  State  Housing  Board  approves  a  project  over  the 
objections  of  ten  percent  of  the  property  owners  within  a  mile,  but  not  in- 


38.  L  1871-72,  p.  396. 

39.  L.  1891,  p.  110,  111;  L.  1933,  p.  552. 

40.  L.  1891,  p.  110,  111;  L.  1929,  p.  394. 

41.  L.  1891,  p.  Ill;  L.  1929,  p.  394;  L.  1933,  p.  552. 

42.  L  1929,  p.  394,  395. 

43.  L.  1933,  p.  552. 

44.  L  1895,  p.  306;  L.  1909,  p.  31P. 

45.  L.  1895,  p.  306;  L.  1909,  p.  319. 

46.  L  1913,  p.  515,  516;  L.  1935,  p.  1179,  1180. 

47.  L  1895,  p.  306;  L  1909,  p.  319;  L  1913,  p.  516. 

48.  L  1895,  p.  307;  L.  1909,  p.  319;  L  1913,  p.  516. 

49.  L  1933,  p.  396-415;  L.  1933-34,  Third  Sp.  Ses.,  p.  167-74. 
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eluded  in  the  project,  it  must  then  file  an  application  with  the  clerk  of  the 
county  court  to  be  submitted  to  the  county  judge  for  the  confirmation  of 
its  approval.  Such  application  is  to  contain  copies  of  the  findings  and 
order  of  the  board,  transcript  of  testimony,  description  of  the  project  and 
public  spaces,  statement  of  location,  and  reasons  for  approval  by  the  board. 
The  objectors  to  the  project  may  file  objections  in  the  county  court  to  the 
confirmation  of  such  a  project.  The  county  judge  then  examines  the  ap- 
plication, objections,  and  any  additional  evidence  before  rendering  a  deci- 
sion of  "approved"  or  "not  approved"  on  the  application.™ 

Appeals  from  the  judgments  and  decisions  of  the  county  court  may  be 
taken  to  the  circuit  court.^^^  To  the  Appellate  Court  or  Supreme  Court 
may  be  taken  and  prosecuted  appeals  and  writs  of  error  in  proceedings  for 
the  sale  of  lands  for  taxes  and  special  assessments,  in  all  common  law  and 
attachment  cases,  and  in  cases  of  forcible  detainer  and  forcible  entry  and 
detainer.  Such  appeals  and  v^nrits  of  error  are,  when  not  otherwise  pro- 
vided, taken  and  prosecuted  in  the  same  manner  as  appeals  and  writs  of 
error  from  the  circuit  court.^^ 

The  records  of  the  county  court  are  kept  by  its  clerk.  In  Saline 
County  the  county  clerk  is  ex-officio  clerk  of  the  county  court.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  statutory  records  described  below  the  clerk  necessarily  main- 
tains others  in  effecting  the  court's  orders.^ 

For  the  court  the  clerk  keeps  the  following  records: 

1.  Books  of  record  of  the  proceedings  and  judgments  of  the 
court  with  alphabetical  indexes  by  names  of  parties. 
Proceedings  are  recorded  at  length  only  in  cases  desig- 
nated by  law  or  when  the  court,  at  the  motion  and  as- 
sumption of  expenses  by  one  of  the  parties,  so  orders. 
In  practice,  the  court  record  has  been  broken  down  from 
an  early  date  into  segregated  types  of  proceedings  and 
judgments. 

2.  "Plaintiff-Defendant  Index  to  Court  Records"  and  "De- 
fendant-Plaintiff Index  to  Court  Records,"  intended  to 
be  separate  records,  but  frequently  combined  in  a  single 
volume  with  the  two  indexes  segregated  in  each  volume. 

3.  A  general  docket  in  which  all  suits  are  entered  in  the 
order  they  are  commenced. 

4.  A  judgment  and  execution  docket  containing  a  column 
for  the  entry  of  satisfaction  or  other  disposition.  In 
practice,  an  execution  docket  is  frequently  set  up  in- 
dependently. 

5.  Additional  dockets,  designated  as  the  clerk's,  judge's, 
and  bar  docket.  In  practice,  the  bar  docket  has  tended 
to  drop  out  of  use." 


50.  L  1933,  p.  396-415;  L  1933-34,  Third  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  167-74. 

51.  L  1933,  p.  396. 

52.  R.  S.  1874,  p.  339;  L  1877,  p.  77;  U  1881,  p.  66. 

53.  The  form  which  such  records  take  is  generally  determined  by  court  order  (L.  1849,  p.  66;  R.  S.  1874, 
p.  262,  263). 

54.  The  Civil  Practice  Act  of  1933  grants  authority  to  county  courts,  subject  to  rules  promulgated  by 
the  Supreme  Court  and  not  inconsistent  with  statutory  requirements,  to  mal<e  such  rules  as  they  may 
deem  expedient,  regulating  dockets  and  calendars  of  said  court  (L.  1933,  p.  786). 
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(152-154) 


8. 


10. 


A  fee  book  in  which  costs  and  fees  are  to  be  entered 
under  the  proper  title  of  the  cause.  In  practice,  sep- 
arate series  of  volumes  are  maintained  under  these 
titles  of  causes. 

Transcripts  of  proceedings  in  appeals  from  justices' 
courts,  dockets  thereof,  and  transcripts  of  judgment 
for  liens,  etc.,  from  justices'  courts. 

Naturalization  records  including  petitions,  proceedings, 
final  certificates,  etc.  The  county  courts  in  Illinois 
prior  to  1906  met  the  requirement  of  Federal  statutes  to 
exercise  naturalization  jurisdiction.'* 
Original  documents  used  in  court  hearings  and  determ- 
inations; of  particular  importance  in  the  large  number 
of  cases  where  complete  proceedings  are  not  spread  on 
court  record." 

Monthly  reports  of  the  warden  of  the  county  jail  con- 
taining a  list  of  all  prisoners  in  his  custody  euid  showing 
the  cause  of  commitment  and  names  of  persons  by 
whom  committed. 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  COURT 


152. 


Contunon  Law  Files,  1906--.  4  f.  b.  1872-1905  in  County  Court 
Files  (Criminal  and  Common  Law),  entry  154. 
Original  papers  filed  in  common  law  cases,  including  summonses,  sub- 
poenas, pleas,  warrants,  writs,  witness  affidavits,  depositions,  commit- 
ments, replications,  appeals,  supersedeas,  orders,  jury  verdicts,  and  orders 
of  court.  Arr.  by  case  no.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  10  x  5  x  14. 
Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

153.  Criminal  Court  Files,     1906--.       18  f.  b.       1872-1905  in  County 
Court  Files  (Criminal  and  Common  Law),  entry  154. 

Original  papers  filed  in  criminal  cases,  including  summonses,  subpoenas, 
pleas,  warrants,  writs,  witness  affidavits,  indictments,  depositions,  commit- 
ments, stipulations,  replications,  appeals,  supersedeas  order,  recognizance 
and  appeal  bonds,  jury  verdicts,  and  orders  of  court.  Also  contains 
Executions,  1906-22,  entry  156;  Criminal  Judgments,  1906-24,  entry  157; 
and  Sheriff's  Recognizance  and  Criminal  Capias,  1906-18,  1928—,  entry  185. 
Arr.  by  case  no.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  10  x  5  x  14.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt., 
1st  fl. 

154.  County  Court  Files     (Criminal  and  Common  Law),  1872-1905. 
62  f.  b.     (1-62). 

Files  of  common  law  and  criminal  cases,  containing  same  types  of  papers 
as  enumerated  in  Common  Law  Files,  entry  152,  and  Criminal  Court  Files, 
entry  153.  Common  Law  Files,  entry  152;  and  Criminal  Court  Files,  entry 
153,  including  Executions,  entry  156,  Criminal  Judgments,  entry  157, 
Sheriff's  Recognizance  and  Criminal  Capias,  entry  185,  subsequently  kept 


55. 
56. 


57. 


2  U.  S.  S.  L.  153;  U.  S.  R.  S.  1789-1874,  p.  378. 

R.  S.  1845,  p.  323,  324,  414,  418,  419;  L.  1865,  p.  79,  80;  L  1871-72,  p.  325;  R.  S.  1874^ 

p.  262,  263;  2  U.  S.  S.  L.  153-55;  U.  S.  R.  S.  1789-1874,  p.  378-80;  34  U.  S.  S.  L.  596-607; 

44  U.  S.  S.  L.  709-710. 

R.  S.  1874,  p.  617;  L  1933,  p.  678. 
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separately.  Also  contains  Appellate  Court  Proceedings  (Supersedeas  Or- 
ders), entry  158;;  Adoption  Files,  1872-1900,  entry  169,  and  Juvenile  De- 
pendent and  Delinquent  Files,  1872-97,  entry  190.  No  obvious  arr.  For 
index,  see  entry  155.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  IVz  x  4i/^  x  10.  Common  vlt., 
bsmt. 

155.  Index  To  FUe  Boxes  (Probate  and  County  Court),  1848-1928.  1  v. 
Index  to  County  Court  Files  (Criminal  and  Common  Law),  entry  154; 
Probate  Court  Files,  entry  199,  showing  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant 
or  estate,  kind  of  action,  date  of  judgment,  and  file  box  number.  Probate 
portion  of  this  index  has  been  transcribed  into  Index  to  File  Boxes  -  Guard- 
ian, entry  200;  Index  to  File  Boxes  Administrator,  Executor,  and  Conserva- 
tor, entry  201.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  estate  or  defendant.  Hdw.  imder 
pr.  hdgs.       600  p.  18  x  13  x  3.      Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

156.  Executions,  1923-.  1  f.  b.  1872-1905  in  County  Court  Files 
(Criminal  and  Common  Law),  entry  154;  1906-22  in  Criminal 
Court  Files,  entry  153. 

Executions  on  judgments  acknowledged,  showing  names  of  plaintiff,  de- 
fendant, attorney,  sheriff,  and  county  clerk,  date,  nature  and  amount  of 
judgment,  amounts  of  sheriff's  and  clerk's  fees,  and  dates  of  issue,  service, 
and  return.  No  obvious  arr.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  10  x  5  x  14. 
Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

157.  Criminal  Judgments,  1925-.  1  f.  b.  1872-1905  in  County 
Court  Files  (Criminal  and  Common  Law),  entry  154;  1906-24 
in  Criminal  Court  Files,  entry  153. 

Original  judgement  papers  in  criminal  cases,  showing  names  of  plaintiff 
and  defendant,  nature  of  case,  dates  of  judgment  and  sentence,  name  of  in- 
stitution of  commitment,  and  term  of  sentence.  No  obvious  arr.  No  in- 
dex.     Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.     10  x  5  x  14.      Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

158.  Appellate  Court  Proceedings  (Supersedeas  Orders),  1923-27. 
1  f.  b.  1872-1905  in  County  Court  Files  (Criminal  and  Common 
Law),  entry  154. 

Final  and  supersedeas  orders  in  criminal  and  common  law  cases  in  which 
writs  of  error  from  and  appeals  to  supreme  or  appellate  courts  have  been 
requested,  showing  names  of  attorneys,  plaintiff,  and  defendant,  type  of 
case,  and  date,  term,  and  decisions  of  court.  No  obvious  arr.  No  index. 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.     10  x  5  x  14.      Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

For  supersedeas  orders,  1906-22,  1928—,  see  entries  152,  153. 

159.  Plaintiffs   (and     Defendant's)  Index  To  County  Court  Record, 

1872-88,  1915-23.  2  v.  (1,  2). 
Index  to  County  Court  Record  Law,  entry  160;  Criminal  Judgment  Record, 
entry  163;  Fee  Book  (Common  Law),  entry  183;  Criminal  Fee  Book,  entry 
184,  showing  case  number,  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  type  of  ac- 
tion, court  term,  date  of  filing  suit,  record  and  fee  book  labeling,  and  page 
of  entry.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  plaintiff  or  defendant.  Hdw.  under  pr. 
hdgs.      500  p.  18  X  12  X  2V2.      Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

160.  County  Court  Record  Law,  1872-.       3  v.   (A,  D,  E). 

Record  of  common  law  cases,  including  default  cases,  showing  names  of 
plaintiff,  defendant,  and  attorneys,  term  date,     type  of  action,     and  court 
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proceedings;  includes  copies  of  county  officials'  bonds,  1883—.  Also  con- 
tains Law  Record  Confession,  1872-1910,  entry  161,  including  County  Court 
Record,  Judgments  Confessed,  entry  162;  Criminal  Judgment  Record, 
1872-77,  entry  163;  Juvenile  Court  Record,  1872-1919,  1925,  1937-,  entry  191. 
Arr.  by  date  of  proceedings.  For  index,  1872-88,  1915-23,  see  entry  159; 
1889-1914,  1924--,  indexed  alph.  by  name  of  defendant.  1872-1925,  hdw.; 
1926--,  typed.     600  p.  18  x  13  x  3.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

161.  Law  Record  Confession,  1911-.  1  v.  (1)  1872-1910  in  County 
Court  Record  Law,  entry  160. 

Record  of  judgments  by  confession  in  vacation,  showing  names  of  plaintiff 
and  defendant,  type  of  action,  date  and  term  of  court,  and  amount  of 
judgment.  Also  contains  County  Court  Record,  Judgments  Confessed, 
1911,  1913—,  entry  162.  Arr.  by  date  of  judgment.  No  index.  Hdw.  on 
pr.  fm.      400  p.  18  x  12  x  2.       Co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

162.  County  Court  Record,  Judgments  Confessed,  1912.  1  v.  1872- 
1910  in  County  Court  Record  Law,  entry  160;  1911,  1913-  in 
Law  Record  Confession,  entry  161. 

Record  of  county  court  judgments  by  confession,  showing  names  of  plain- 
tiff and  defendant,  term  date,  case  number,  and  amount  of  judgment. 
Arr.  by  date  of  judgment.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  defendant.  Hdw.  on 
pr.  fm.      600  p.  18  x  12  x;  3.      Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

163.  Criminal  Judgment  Record,  1878-.  11  v.  (B,  E-N).  Title 
varies:  County  Court  Record  (Criminal).  1872-77  in  County 
Court  Record  Law,  entry  160. 

Record  of  criminal  cases,  showing  term  date,  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant, 
and  attorneys,  type  of  action,  court  orders,  and  final  disposition  of  case. 
Also  contains  Criminal  Record  (Recognizance  and  Confession  Record), 
1878-81,  1911-,  entry  164;  Recognizance  Bond  Record,  1878-1917,  entry  186; 
Register  of  Bonds  in  Bastardy  Cases  (Record),  1878-1921,  entry  187;  Bail 
Bond  Record,  1878-1917,  entry  188;  Probation  Record,  1878-1911,  1916--, 
entry  189;  Juvenile  Court  Record,  1926-36,  entry  191.  Arr.  by  date  of  pro- 
ceedings. For  index,  1878-88,  1915-23,  see  entry  159;  1889-1914,  1924- 
indexed  alph.  by  name  of  defendant.  1878-1909,  hdw.;  1910-24,  hdw.  on 
pr.  fm.;  1925-,  typed.  600  p.  18  x  13  x  3.  V.  B,  E-M,  1878-1923,  co. 
clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl.;  V.  N,  1924-,  co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

164.  Criminal  Recor(|  (Recognizance  and  Confession  Record),  1882- 
1910.  1  V.  1878-81,  1911-  in  Criminal  Judgment  Record, 
entry  163. 

Record  of  confessions  in  open  court  in  criminal  cases,  including  recogni- 
zances, showing  date  and  term  of  court,  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and 
sureties,  amount  of  bond,  and  actions  and  orders  of  court.  Arr.  by  date 
of  court  term.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  defendant.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 
600  p.  18  X  13  X  3.      Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

165.  Praecipe  For  Executions,  1876-.  3  v.  (2  v.,  1876- ;  1  v.,  1886- 
1900).       Missing:     1919-25. 

Record  of  praecipes  for  executions,  showing  date  and  number  of  praecipes, 
names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  plaintiff's  attorney,  and  county  in  which 
execution  was  served,  date  of  filing,  and  sigpnature  of  clerk.  Arr,  by  date 
of    praecipe.       No  index.       Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.       110  p.  14  x  8^/^  x  1.       1  v.. 
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1886-1900,  attic,  3rd  fl.;  1  v.,  1876-1918,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl.;  1  v.,  1926-, 
CO.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

166.  Insane  and  Feeble-Minded  Files,  1883-.  16  f.  b.  1848-82  in 
Probate  Court  Files,  entry  199. 

Files  of  insanity  and  feeble-minded  cases,  including  statement  of  family 
history  of  patient,  record  of  examination,  petition  for  commitment  to  in- 
stitution, report  of  physician  or  commission,  and  orders  of  court.  Arr.  by 
case  no.  For  index,  see  entry  201.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  10  V^  x  5  x  14.  Co. 
clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

167.  Insane  Record,  1883-.  4  v.  (A,  A,  BB,  C).  1850-82  in  Pro- 
bate Record,  entry  202. 

Record  of  proceedings  in  insane  cases,  showing  names  of  alleged  insane 
person,  petitioners,  and  witnesses,  date  of  hearings,  findings  of  jury  or 
commission,  and  orders  of  court.  Also  contains  Record  of  Findings  and 
Orders  Feeble-Minded,  1883-1914,  1918-,  entry  168.  Arr.  by  date  of  hear- 
ing. Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  alleged  insane  person.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 
300  p.  18  X  12  X  11/2.      Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

168.  Record  of  Findings  and  Orders  Feeble-Minded,  1915-17.  1  v. 
1883-1914,  1918-  in  Insane  Record,  entry  167. 

Record  of  proceedings  in  feeble-minded  cases,  showing  date  of  hearing, 
names  of  alleged  feeble-minded  person,  petitioner,  witnesses,  and  commis- 
sion members,  findings  and  recommendations  of  commission,  and  orders  of 
court.  Arr.  by  date  of  hearing.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  patient.  Hdw. 
on  pr.  fm.      200  p.  18  x  12  x  1.       Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

169.  Adoption  Files,  1901-.  2  f.  b.  1848-71  in  Probate  Court 
Files,  entry  199;  1872-1900  in  County  Court  Files  (Criminal  and 
Common  Law),  entry  154. 

Files  of  papers  in  adoption  cases,  including  petitions,  affidavits  of  petition- 
ers' financial  capability,  certificates  of  publication,  notices  to  defendants, 
defendants'  answers,  consent  of  parents  or  child,  and  decrees  of  court. 
Arr.  by  case  no.  For  index,  see  entry  201.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  lO^^  x  5  x  14. 
Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

170.  (Paving  and  Sewer  District  Files),  1908-.  6  f.  b.  Last  entry 
1926. 

Sewer  and  paving  district  files,  including  petitions  for  special  assessment, 
objections,  confirmation  of  assessment,  orders  of  court  fixing  date  of  hear- 
ing for  final  confirmation,  notices  to  property  owners,  publication  notices 
of  special  assessments,  appraisements  of  properties,  notices  to  vacate, 
judgments,  and  court  orders.  No  obvious  arr.  No  index.  T3rped. 
101/2  X  5  X  14.      Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

171.  Eldorado,  Beulah  Heights,  Dorrisville,  Gaskins  City,  Harrisburg 
and  Galatia  Sidewalk  District,  1909- .  2  f.  b.  Last  entry 
1925. 

Papers  pertaining  to  sidewalk  districts,  including  petitions  to  levy  taxes, 
tax  levies,  affidavits,  ordinances,  notices  to  property  owners,  confirma- 
tion of  assessments,  and  court  decrees.  No  obvious  arr.  No  index. 
Typed.      101/2  x  5  x  14.      Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 
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172.  Harrisburg  Park   District  Organization  and  Incorporation  Pa- 
pers of  Gaskins  City,  Beulah  Heights,  Dorrisville  and  Ledford, 

1905-28.  1  f.  b. 
Files  of  papers  on  incorporation  of  villages  and  organization  of  park  dis- 
tricts, including  petitions,  abstract  of  votes,  tally  sheets,  court  orders,  de- 
tailed accounts  of  receipts  and  expenditures,  estimates,  bonds,  and  lists  of 
voters.  No  obvious  arr.  No  index.  T3rped.  10 1/^  x  5  x  14.  Co.  clk.'s 
vlt.,  1st  n. 

DOCKETS 
Court  Dockets 

173.  Judge's  Docket,     1872-.       26  v.  (1,  B,  C,  B-J,  14  not  labeled). 
Title  varies:     Judge's  Transfer  Docket. 

Docket  of  criminal  and  common  law  cases,  showing  date  of  filing  suit, 
names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and  attorneys,  type  of  case,  abstract  of  pro- 
ceedings, and  book  and  page  of  entry.  Also  contains  Judge's  Juvenile 
Docket,  1872-1915,  entry  192;  Inheritance  Tax  Docket,  1872-94,  entry  197. 
Arr.  by  date  of  filing  suit.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  800  p. 
17  x  14  x  4.  V.  1,  B,  C,  B-J,  13  not  labeled,  1872-1936,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st 
fl.;  1  V.  not  labeled,  1937-,  co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

174.  Judgment  Docket,  1872-.       7  v.  (A-G). 

Docket  of  judgments,  showing  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  nature  of 
judgment,  amounts  of  costs,  debt,  and  damages,  record  book  and  page  of 
entry,  and  dates  of  judgment  and  satisfaction.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of 
person  against  whom  judgment  is  entered.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  de- 
fendant. Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  600  p.  18  x  13  x  3.  Co,  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st 
fl. 

175.  Execution  Docket,  1872-.      2  v.  (1,  2). 

Docket  of  executions,  showing  execution  number,  names  of  plaintiff  and  de- 
fendant, amounts  of  debts,  damages,  costs  and  judgment,  record  book  and 
page  of  entry,  and  dates  of  execution  and  sheriff's  return.  Arr.  by  execu- 
tion no.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  defendant  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs. 
300  p.  18  X  12  X  IVz.      Co.  clk.'s  vlt,  1st  fl. 

176.  Insanity  Docket,  1893-.       3  v.  (1-3). 

Docket  of  insanity  proceedings,  showing  date  of  hearing,  names  of  alleged 
insane  person  and  petitioner,  physician's  report,  and  orders  of  court.  Also 
contains  Docket  of  Feeble-Minded,  1893-1914,  1927-,  entry  177.  Arr.  by 
date  of  hearing.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  patient.  Hdw.  under  pr. 
hdgs.      300  p.  18  X  12  X  2.      Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

177.  Docket  of  Feeble-Minded,  1915-26.       1  v.       1893-1914,  1927-  in 
Insanity  Docket,  entry  176. 

Docket  of  feeble-minded  cases,  showing  names  of  petitioner  and  alleged 
feeble-minded  person,  report  of  medical  examiners,  date  of  hearing,  and 
orders  of  court.  Arr.  by  date  of  hearing.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of 
patient.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  200  p.  18  x  12  x  1.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st 
fl. 

178.  Judgment  and  Docket  of  Special  Assessments,       1908--.       4  v. 
(1-4). 

Docket  of  special  assessments  for  sidewalk,     paving,  and  sewer  improve- 
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ments,  showing  dates  of  petition  for  improvement,  report  of  commissioners 
of  assessment,  description  of  improvement  and  affected  property,  and 
names  and  addresses  of  persons  making  payments.  Arr.  by  date  of  peti- 
tion. No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  229  p.  18  x  12  x  2.  Co.  clk.'s 
vlt.,  1st  fl. 

179.  Issue  Docket,     1873-1908.       4  v.   (1,  B,  C,  C).       Missing:  1892- 
1906.       Title  varies:  Clerk's  Docket. 

Clerk's  docket  of  common  law  and  criminal  cases  filed  in  county  court, 
showing  date  of  filing  suit,  case  number,  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant, 
witnesses,  attorneys,  and  judge,  type  of  case,  and  remarks.  Arr.  by  date 
of  filing  suit.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  300  p.  18  x  12  x  2. 
V.  1,  1873-76,  C,  1907-8,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl.;  v.  B,  C,  1877-91,  attic  strm,, 
3rd  fl. 

180.  Process  Docket,  1880-82.       1  v. 

Docket  of  processes  issued  by  county  court,  showing  names  of  plaintiff, 
defendant,  and  attorneys,  dates  of  issue,  service,  and  return  of  process,  by 
whom  served,  and  amount  of  sheriff's  fees.  Arr.  by  date  of  issuance. 
No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  478  p.  16  x  11  x  l^^.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt., 
1st  fl. 

181.  Bar  Docket,  1869-89.       2  v. 

Docket  of  common  law  and  criminal  cases  set  for  trial,  showing  names  of 
plaintiff,  defendant,  and  attorneys,  type  and  number  of  case,  and  date  of 
hearing;  includes  newspaper  clippings  of  estray  notices  pasted  on  pages. 
Arr.  by  date  of  hearing.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  250  p. 
13  x:  8V2  x  IV2.  1  v.,  1872-75,  attic  strm.,  3rd  fl.;  1  v.,  1876-89,  co.  clk.'s 
vlt.,  1st  fl. 

Justices  Dockets 

182.  Justice  Docket,  1891-1932.       76  v.       1933-  kept  by  justices  of 
peace.       Title  varies:     Justice  of  Peace  Docket. 

Justice  of  the  peace  docket  showing  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and 
witnesses,  nature  of  action,  minutes  of  proceedings,  date  of  hearing,  and 
judgments  or  orders.  Arr.  by  date  of  hearing.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of 
plaintiff.      Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.      290  p.  14  x  10  x  1.      Attic  strm.,  3rd  fl. 

FEE  BOOKS 

183.  Fee  Book  (Common  Law),  1872-.       7  v.  (1,  B-G). 

Record  of  all  fees  collected  in  common  law  cases,  including  witness  fees, 
showing  date  of  filing  suit,  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  case  num- 
ber, itemized  list  of  fees,  signatures  of  receiver,  and  date  and  amount  of 
receipts.  Alscj  contains  Criminal  Fee  Book,  1872-92,  entry  184.  Arr. 
by  date  of  filing  suit.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  plaintiff;  for  sep.  index, 
1872-88,  1915-23,  see  entry  159.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  600  p.  18  x  13  x  3.  V. 
1,  B,  C,  1872-83,  attic  strm.,  3rd  fl.;  v.  D-F,  1884-1914,  co.  clk.'s  vlt,  1st  fl.; 
V.  G,  1915-,  CO.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

-184.     Criminal  Fee  Book,  1893-.       7  v.  (F,  G,  F,  H-K).       1872-92  in 

Fee  Book  (Common  Law),  entry  183. 

Record  of  fees  in  criminal  cases,     showing  date  of  filing  suit,     names     of 

plaintiff  and  defendant,  case  number,     itemized  list  of  fees,     signature  of 

receiver,  and  date  and  amount  of  payment.       Arr.  by  date  of  filing  suit. 
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Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  defendant;  for  sep.  index,  see  entry  159.  Hdw. 
on  pr.  fm.  600  p.  18  x  13  x  3.  V.  F,  G,  F,  H-J,  1893-1931,  co.  clk.'s  vlt., 
1st  fl.;  V.  K,  1932--,  co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

BONDS 

185.  Sherlfrs  Recognizance  and  Criminal  Capias,  1919-27.  2  f.  b. 
1872-1905  in  County  Court  Files  (Criminal  and  Common  Law), 
entry  154;  1906-18,  1928-  in  Criminal  Court  Files,  entry  153. 

Sheriff's  recognizance  bonds  and  criminal  capias,  showing  date  and  amount 
of  bond,  names  of  sureties,  witnesses,  and  defendant,  nature  of  charge, 
term  of  court,  sheriff's  fees,  and  date  of  filing.  No  obvious  arr.  No  in- 
dex.     Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  10  x  5  x  14.       Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

186.  Recognizance  Bond  Record,  1918-.  3  v.  (1-3).  1878-1917  in 
Criminal  Judgment  Record,  entry  163. 

Copies  of  recognizance  bonds,  showing  date,  amount,  and  terms  of  bond, 
names  of  principal  and  sureties,  nature  of  charge,  orders  of  court,  and 
date  and  place  of  appearance.  Also  contains  Bail  Bond  Record,  1918-22, 
1924",  entry  188.  Arr.  by  date  of  bond.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  de- 
fendant. Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  400  p.  18  x  12  x  2.  V.  1,  2,  1918-36,  co. 
clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl.;  v.  3,  1937--,  co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

187.  Register  of  Bonds  in  Bastardy  Cases  (Record),  1922-.  1  v.  (1). 
Last  entry  1933.  1878-1921  in  Criminal  Judgment  Record, 
entry  163. 

Copies  of  bonds  posted  in  bastardy  cases,  showing  names  of  defendant  and 
sureties,  amount  and  conditions  of  bond,  and  dates  of  bond  and  appearance 
in  court.  Arr.  by  date  of  bond.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  defendant. 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.       300  p.  16  x  12  x  iy2.       Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

188.  Bail  Bond  Record,  1923.  1  v.  1878-1917  in  Criminal 
Judgment  Record,  entry  163;  1918-22,  1924—  in  Recognizance 
Bond  Record,  entry  186. 

Copies  of  bail  bonds,  showing  names  of  defendant  and  sureties,  date  of 
court  term,  type  of  action,  and  amount  of  bond.  Arr.  by  date  of  bond. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  defendant.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  300  p.  18  x  12  x 
1%.       Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

PROBATION 
Adult 

189.  Probation  Record,  1912-15.  1  v.  1878-1911,  1916-  in  Criminal 
Judgment  Record,  entry  163. 

Record  of  probationary  releases  in  county  court,  showing  date,  name  of  de- 
fendant, order  of  court  releasing  person  on  probation,  and  terms  of  proba- 
tion.      Arr.  by  date  of  release.       Indexed     alph.  by     name  of     defendant. 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.      200  p.  18  x  12  x  1.      Co,  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 
Juvenile 

190.  Juvenile  Dependent  and  Delinquent  Files,  1898—.  13  f.  b. 
1848-71  in  Probate  Court  Files,  entry  199;  1872-97  in  Coxmty 
Court  Files  (Criminal  and  Common  Law),  entry  154. 

Files  of  papers  in  dependent,  delinquent,  and  adoption  cases,  including 
petitions,  affidavits,  complaints,  and  investigation  and  supervision  reports. 
No  obvious  arr.       No  index.      Typed,  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.  10^  x  5  x  14. 
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10  f.  b.,  1898-1924,  common  vlt.,  bsmt.;  3  f.  b.,  1925--,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

191.  JuvenUe  Court  Record,  1920-24.  2  v.  (1,  2).  1872-1919,  1925, 
1937-  in  County  Court  Record  Law,  entry  160;  1926-36  in  Crim- 
inal Judgment  Record,  entry  163. 

Record  of  juvenile  cases,  showing  names  of  delinquent  or  dependent  child, 
institution  of  commitment,  and  petitioner,  nature  of  charge,  dates  of  peti- 
tion and  commitment,  and  signature  of  judge.  Arr.  by  date  of  petition. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  delinquent.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  600  p.  18  x  12  x  3. 
Co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

192.  Judge's  Juvenile  Docket,  1916-.  2  v.  Title  varies:  Transfer 
Juvenile  Docket.       1872-1915  in  Judge's  Docket,  entry  173. 

Docket  of  juvenile  delinquency  cases,  showing  names  of  plaintiff,  defend- 
ant, and  attorneys,  type  of  action,  case  number,  dates  of  petition,  summons, 
and  warrants,  and  notations  of  court  orders.  Arr.  by  date  of  petition. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  delinquent.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  400  p. 
17  X  14  X  2.  1  v.,  1916-36,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl.;  1  v.,  1937-,  co.  clk.'s  off., 
1st  fl. 

Mothers*  Pension  (See 
also  entry  32) 

193.  (Mothers'  Aid),  1926-.  3  f.  b.  1905-25  in  Marriage  License, 
entry  73. 

Original  papers  in  mothers'  pension  cases,  including  petitions  for  pensions, 
petitioners'  financial  statements,  investgators'  reports,  and  court  orders. 
Arr.  by  date  of  petition.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  10%  x  5  x  14. 
Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

194.  Mothers'  Pension  Record,  1915--.      2  v.  (1,  2). 

Record  of  mothers'  pension,  showing  date  of  petition,  name  of  mother, 
names  and  ages  of  dependent  children,  mother's  financial  status,  decision  of 
court,  and  amount  of  pension.  Arr.  by  date  of  petition.  Indexed  alph. 
by  name  of  applicant.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  320  p.  18  x  12  x  2.  V.  1,  1915-36, 
CO.  clk.'s  vlt,  1st  fl.;  V.  2,  1937-,  co.  elk's  off.,  1st  fl. 

195.  Mothers'  Pension  Docket,  1915--.       2  v.  (1,  2). 

Docket  of  mothers'  pension  petitions,  showing  name  and  address  of  appli- 
cant, minutes  of  proceedings,  date  of  petition,  and  orders  of  court.  Arr. 
by  date  of  petition.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  petitioner.  Hdw.  on  pr. 
fm.  260  p.  18  X  12  X  1.  V.  1,  1915-36,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl.;  v.  2,  1937-, 
CO.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

INHERITANCE  TAX 

196.  Inheritance  Tax  Files,  1895--.       4  f.  b. 

Files  of  inheritance  tax  papers,  including  inheritance  tax  returns,  ap- 
praisers' reports,  petitions  to  determine  tax,  certificates  of  transmittal  of 
court  order,  orders  assessing  tax,  and  notices  of  appraisement.  No  ob- 
vious arr.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  10 14  x  5  x  14.  2  f  b.,  1895- 
1910,  common  vlt.,  bsmt.;  2  f.  b.,  1911--,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

197.  Inheritance  Tax  Docket,  1918-.  1  v.  1895-1917  in  Judge's 
Docket,  entry  173. 

Docket  of  inheritance  tax  determinations,  showing  names  of  estate,  bene- 
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ficiaries,  attorneys,  and  appraisers,  value  of  estate,  description  of  property, 
appraised  and  taxable  values,  date  of  hearing,  and  amount  of  tax.  Arr. 
by  date  of  hearing.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate.  Hdw.  450  p. 
18  X  12  X  2.      Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

NATURALIZATION 
(See  also  entry  280) 

198.  Final  Record  of  Naturalization,  1902-6.  1  v. 
Record  of  final  certificates  of  naturalization,  showing  date,  names  of  alien 
and  witnesses,  nativity,  oaths  of  renunciation  and  allegiance,  and  court  or- 
der granting  certificate.  Arr.  by  date  of  court  order.  Indexed  alph.  by 
name  of  applicant.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  479  p.  18  x  12  x  2.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt., 
1st  fl. 
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(Next  entry  199,  p.  163) 

V.     PROBATE    COURT 

Jurisdiction  in  probate  matters  in  Saline  County  was  vested  in  a 
separate  probate  court  from  the  organization  of  the  county,  in  1847,  until 
1849.  From  1847  to  1849  probate  court  in  SaUne  County  was  held  by  a 
probate  justice  of  the  peace  who  was  elected^  by  the  county  electorate  for 
a  two-year  term.=  The  jurisdiction  of  the  probate  court  was  transferred 
to  the  newly  created  county  court  in  1849.»  The  Saline  county  court  has 
retained  probate  jurisdiction  from  that  date  to  the  present.* 

As  enunciated  by  the  present  constitution  and  subsequent  legislation, 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  extends  to  all  probate  matters,  the  settlement 
of  estates  of  deceased  persons,  the  appointment  of  guardians  and  con- 
servators and  settlement  of  their  accounts,  and  in  all  matters  relating  to 
apprentices,  and  in  cases  of  sales  of  real  estate  of  deceased  persons  for 
payment  of  debts.^  The  court  has  power  to  impanel  a  jury  for  the  trial 
of  issues  or  matters  of  fact  in  any  of  these  proceedings  before  it." 

Aiding  the  court  in  its  jurisdiction  over  the  administration  of  in- 
testate estates  and  the  guardianship  of  minors,  are,  respectively,  the  public 
administrator  and  the  public  guardian.  Each  officer  is  appointed  quad- 
rennially by  the  Governor  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate.  The 
public  administrator  and  public  guardian  are  required  to  enter  into  bonds 
set  and  approved  by  the  court  in  sums  not  less  than  $5,000.''  Their  duties 
are  performed  under  the  direction  and  orders  of  the  court.  The  records 
that  result  from  their  prescribed  duties  appear  among  the  records  of  the 
court  with  those  of  other  administrators,  executors,  and  guardians. 

When  there  is  no  relative  or  creditor  who  will  administer  an  intestate 
estate,  the  court  commits  the  administration  to  the  public  administrator 
upon  application  of  any  person  interested  in  the  estate.^  If  a  widow,  next 
of  kin,  or  creditor  of  the  deceased  appears  within  six  months  after  the  ad- 
ministration is  granted  to  the  public  administrator,  the  court  then  revokes 
its  grant  of  administration  to  the  public  administrator  and  orders  letters 
of  administration  granted  to  such  person  interested  in  the  estate.  If, 
after  all  debts  and  charges  against  the  estate  which  have  been  presented 
within  two  years  after  the  administration  of  the  estate  was  committed  to 
such  public  administrator  are  fully  paid,  any  balance  of  intestate  estate 
remains,  the  administrator  causes  a  notice  to  be  published  requiring  per- 
sons still  having  claims  against  the  estate  to  present  them  to  the  county 
court  within  six  months.  If  no  claims  are  presented,  the  balance  is  paid 
into  the  county  treasury  upon  the  expiration  of  the  six-month  period,  the 
county  remaining  answerable  to  any  future  claims.* 


1.  L.  1836-37,  p.  176.  From  1821  to  1S37  probate  court  was  held  by  a  probate  judge  (L.  1821,  p.  119, 
120). 

2.  L   1845,   p.   28. 

3.  Constitution  of   1848,    Art.   V,   sec.   16,    18;    L.   1849,    p.   65. 

4.  Ibid.;  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.  16;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  339,  340;  L.  1933,  p.  449,  458. 

5.  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.  20;  L.  1877,  p.  80. 

6.  R.  S.  1845,  p.  425;  L.  1933,  p    460. 

7.  L.  1825,  p.  70-72;  R.  L.  1829,  p.  208;  R.  L.  1833,  p.  627,  628;  R.  S.  1845,  p.  548;  L.  1871-72, 
p.  89;  L.  1881,  p.  3;  L  1889,  p.  165. 

8.  R.  L.  1833,  p.  628;  R.  S.  1845,  p.  548;  L.  1871-72,  p.  89. 

9.  R.  S.  1845,  p.  549;  L  1871-72,  p.  89,  90. 
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As  already  noted,  the  court  has  authority  to  appoint  guardians  of 
minor  heirs  of  deceased  persons.  In  cases  where  the  minor  is  under  four- 
teen years  of  age  the  court  appoints  his  guardian.  When  the  minor  is 
over  fourteen  he  maj'  nominate  his  own  guardian,  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  court.'"  Under  the  direction  of  the  court,  the  guardian  is  responsi- 
ble for  the  custody,  nurture,  and  tuition  of  his  ward  and  the  care  and  man- 
agement of  his  estate.  The  court  may  assign  the  guardianship  of  the 
estate  to  one  guardian  and  the  custody  and  tuition  of  the  ward  to  an- 
other." Within  sixty  days  after  his  appointment,  the  g^uardian  returns  to 
the  court  a  complete  inventory  of  the  real  and  personal  estate  of  the  ward 
in  the  form  prescribed  by  law.'^  At  the  end  of  the  first  year  of  his  ap- 
pointment, and  every  three  years  thereafter,  he  makes  a  settlement  of  his 
accounts.  When  his  trust  is  completed  or  upon  the  death  of  the  ward, 
the  guardian  makes  final  settlement  and  delivers  over  to  persons  entitled 
to  them  the  property  and  papers  in  his  hands  as  guardian."  Upon  failure 
of  a  guardian  appointed  by  the  court  to  act  within  three  months  in  this  ca- 
pacity, the  court  commits  the  gfuardianship  of  the  minor  to  the  public 
guardian."      The  latter's  records  appear  with  those  of  other  guardians. 

The  probate  justice  of  the  peace  1847  to  1849,  performed  the  minis- 
terial function  of  the  probate  clerk."  From  the  creation  of  the  county 
court  in  1849  until  the  present,  the  county  clerk  has  served  as  ex-officio 
probate  clerk." 

The  clerk  is  required  to  attend  the  sessions  of  court,  issue  all  process, 
preserve  all  files  and  papers,  make,  keep,  and  preserve  complete  records  of 
all  the  proceedings  and  determinations  of  the  court,  and  perform  all  other 
duties  pertaining  to  his  office  as  required  by  law  or  the  rules  and  orders 
of  his  court.  He  is  required  to  enter  of  record  all  judgments,  decrees,  and 
orders  of  the  court.^' 

The  major  records  of  the  probate  court  kept  by  the  clerk  are  the  fol- 
lowing : 

1.  Journal  of  all  judicial  proceedings  and  determinations 
of  the  judge. 

2.  A  judgment  docket  with  a  direct  and  an  indirect  index: 
former,  by  name  of  claimant  against  estate;  latter,  by 
estate.  In  practice,  the  requirement  of  two  indexes 
often  leads  to  two  dockets. 

3.  Books  for  recordation  of  bonds  and  letters  of  adminis- 
trators, executors,  giiardians,  and  conservators;  ap- 
praisement and  sale  bills;  widow's  relinquishment  and 
selection  of  property;  wills  and  the  probate  thereof;  an- 
nual  and  final   reports     to   administrators,     executors, 


10.  L.  1831,  p.  100;  L  1835,  o.  36;  R.  S.  1845,  p.  265,  ?.66;  L  1873-74,  p.  107;  L.  1919,  p.  583; 
L  1931,  p.  618;  L  1937,  p.  660. 

11.  L  1871-72,  p.  469;  L.  1877,  p.  114. 

12.  L  1919,  p.  582;  L  1933,  p.  644. 

13.  L  1871-72,  p.  471;  L  1919,  p.  533;  L.  1929,  p.  506. 

14.  L  1889,  p.  165. 

15.  L  1837,  p.   177,   178.     The  early  probate  judge  was  required   tc  act  as  his  own  clerk.   (L   1821, 
p.  119,  120). 

16.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  16,  18;  L  1849,  p.  63-65;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  260,  339,  340. 

17.  L  1877,  p.  82. 
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guardians,  and  conservators.  Generally,  each  category 
of  these  probate  business  matters  is  recorded  separate- 
ly, but  the  segregation  is  not  always  carefully  main- 
tained. 

4.  Separate  dockets  of  unsettled  estates  and  claims  against 
estates,  and  a  ledger  of  the  accounts  of  executors,  ad- 
ministrators, and  guardians.  Note  that  the  dockets  of 
probate  business  matters  are  separated  from  dockets  of 
court  proceedings  just  as  are  the  books  of  recordation  of 
the  two  categories;  the  intention  of  the  law  to  make 
this  distinction  is  further  shown  in  its  granting  the 
clerk,  during  vacation  of  the  court,  power  to  receive  pe- 
titions, accept  bonds,  grant  letters  testamentary,  etc. 

5.  Files  of  original  documents  not  subject  to  recordation; 
indexes  to  such;  records  of  office  transactions  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  court's  orders  to  the  clerk,  necessary  in  the 
latter's  settlement  with  that  body.'^ 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  COURT 


General 


199.  Probate  Court  Files,     1848-.       149  f.  b.     (1-141,     1848- ;  8  not 
numbered,  1913—). 

Files  of  documents  in  probate  cases,  including  wills,  bonds,  oaths,  and  let- 
ters of  administering  persons,  inventories,  appraisements,  petitions,  wid- 
ows' relinquishments  and  selections,  bills  and  claims  against  estates,  re- 
ports of  administrative  persons,  notices  of  publication,  periodic  and  final 
accounts,  notices  of  settlement,  and  orders  and  decrees  of^  court.  Also 
contains  Insane  and  Feeble-minded  Files,  1848-82,  entry  166;  Adoption 
Files,  1848-71,  entry  169;  Juvenile  Dependent  and  Delinquent  Files,  1848- 
71,  entry  190.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing  suit.  For  indexes,  see  entries  200, 
201.  For  additional  index,  1848-1928,  see  entry  155.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 
101/2  X  5  x  14.       Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

200.  Index  To  File  Boxes  -  Guardian,  1848-.       1  v.  (A). 

Index  to  guardians'  papers  contained  in  Probate  Court  Files,  entry  199, 
showing  names  of  minor  heirs,  estate,  and  guardian,  and  file  box  number. 
Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  estate.  Typed  under  pr.  hdgs.  600  p.  18  x  12  x  3. 
Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

201.  Index  To  File  Boxes  Administrator,  Executor,  and  Conservator, 

1848-.  1  v.  (A). 
Index  to  Insane  and  Feeble-minded  Files,  1883-,  entry  166,  Adoption  Files, 
1901—,  entry  169,  and  administrators',  executors',  sind  conservators'  papers 
as  contained  in  Probate  Court  Files,  entry  199,  showing  names  of  estate 
and  administrative  officer,  and  file  box  number.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of 
estate.      Typed  under  pr.  hdgs.      600  p.  18  x  12  x  3.      Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

202.  Probate  Record,     1850-.       22  v.       (B-W).       Title  varies;  Pro- 
bate Journal. 

Record  of  proceedings  in  probate  court,  including  copies  of  petitions,  let- 
ters, oaths,  bonds,  appointments,     and  reports  of  administrative  officers, 


18.  L  1821,  p.  119,  120;  R.  L.  1829,  p.  215,  231;  R.  L  1837,  p.  429;  R.  S.  1845,  p.  427,  428; 
L  1851,  p.  193;  L  1859,  p.  92-94;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  260-65;  L  1877,  p.  63;  L.  1933,  p.  293. 
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settlements  of  estates,  record  of  adoptions,  and  orders  and  decrees  of  court. 
Also  contains  Insane  Record,  1850-82,  entry  167;  Probate  Record  of  Claims, 
1850-83,  1906-,  entry  203;  Administrators'  Record,  1850-53,  entry  205,  in- 
cluding Administrators'  De  Bonis  Non  (Bonds  and  Letters),  entry  207; 
Executors'  Record,  1850-58,  entry  206,  including  Guardians'  Record,  entry 
209;  Miscellaneous  Bond  Record  -  Probate,  1850-75,  1911-,  entry  208; 
Guardians'  and  Conservators'  Record,  1850-84,  entry  210;  Proof  of  Heir- 
ship Record,  1850-1916,  entry  212;  Insolvency  Record,  1850-75,  1886-,  entry 
217;  Widows'  Award  and  Selection  Record,  1850-73,  entry  218;  Real 
Estate  Sale  Record,  1886-,  entry  219;  Record  of  Decrees,  1850-64,  1871-, 
entry  220;  Administrators',  Executors',  and  Guardians',  (Conservators') 
Report  Record,  1850-75,  1878-1903,  entry  222.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  No 
index.  1850-1927,  lidw.;  1928-,  typed.  600  p.  18  x  12  x  3.  V.  B-U, 
1850-1935,  CO.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl.;  v.  V,  W,  1936-,  co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

203.  Probate  Record  of  Claims,  1884-1905.  1  v.  1850-83,  1906-  in 
Probate  Record,  entry  202. 

Copies  of  claims  against  estates  in  probate,  showing  names  of  claimant, 
estate,  and  administrative  officer,  date,  nature,  and  amount  of  claim,  and 
orders  of  court.  Arr.  by  date  of  claim.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate. 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.      600  p.  18  x  12  x  2.      Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

Wills,  Bonds,  Letters  (See 
also  entry  199) 

204.  Will  Record,  1847-.  5  v.     (1-5). 

Copies  of  last  wills  and  testaments,  including  proofs  of  will  and  death, 
and  oaths  of  executors,  showing  names  of  testator,  witnesses,  judge,  and 
clerk,  provisions  of  will,  and  dates  of  instrument  and  filing.  Arr.  by 
date  of  filing.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate.  Hdw.,  and  hdw.  on  pr. 
fm,  588  p.  18  x  12  X  2.  V.  1-4,  1847-1927,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl.;  v.  5, 
1928--,  CO.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

205.  Administrators'  Record,  1854-.  9  v.  (1  not  lettered,  B-I). 
Title  varies:  Administrators'  and  Guardians'  Bonds  and  Let- 
ters.      1850-53  in  Probate  Record,  entry  202. 

Copies  of  administrators'  petitions,  bonds,  oaths,  and  letters,  showing 
names  of  estate  and  administrator,  date,  amount,  and  obligation  of  bond, 
and  dates  of  letter  and  filing.  Also  contains  Administrators'  De  Bonis 
Non  (Bonds  and  Letters),  1861-75,  1923-,  entry  207;  Guardians'  Record, 
1854-60,  entry  209.  Arr.  by  date  of  bond.  1854-60,  indexed  alph.  by 
name  of  estate;  1861—,  indexed  alph.  by  name  of  administrating  person. 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.      578  p.  18  x  12  x  21/2-      Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

206.  Executors'  Record,  1859-.  3  v.  (A-C).  Title  varies:  Execu- 
tor and  Guardian  Record.  1850-58  in  Probate  Record,  entry 
202. 

Copies  of  executors'  petitions,  oaths,  bonds,  and  letters,  showing  date  and 
amount  of  bond,  date  of  appointment,  names  of  appraisers  and  sureties, 
and  notice  to  claimants  to  file  claims.  Also  contains  Guardians'  Record, 
1861-71,  entry  209.  Arr.  by  date  of  bond.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of 
estate.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  600  p.  18  x  13  x  3.  V.  A,  B,  1859-1932,  co. 
clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl.;  v.  C,  1933-,  co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 
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207.  Administrators'  De  Bonis  Non  (Bonds  and  Letters),  1911-22. 
1  V.  1850-60  in  Probate  Record,  entry  202;  1861-75,  1923-  in 
Administrators'  Record,  entry  205;  1876-1910  in  Miscellaneous 
Bond  Record-Probate,  entry  208. 

Copies  of  petitions,  oaths,  bonds,  and  letters  of  administrator  de  bonis  non, 
showing  names  of  deceased,  judge,  clerk,  heirs,  administrator,  and  bonds- 
men, dates  of  petition,  oath,  bond,  and  letters,  amount  and  terms  of  bond, 
and  acknowledgment.  Arr.  by  date  of  bond.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of 
estate.      Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.      300  p.  18  x  12  x  2.      Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

208.  Miscellaneous  Bond  Record  -  Probate,  1876-1910.  1  v.  1850- 
75,  1911",  in  Probate  Record,  entry  202. 

Copies  of  petitions,  oaths,  bonds,  and  letters  of  administrators  with  will 
annexed  and  copies  of  administrators'  additional  bonds,  showing  names  of 
estate,  sureties,  and  administrator,  amount  and  obligations  of  bonds,  and 
dates  of  appointment  and  filing.  Also  contains  Administrators'  De  Bonis 
Non  (Bonds  and  Letters),  entry  207.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  Indexed 
alph.  by  name  of  estate.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  300  p.  18  x  12  x  1^4.  Co. 
clk.'s  vlt..  1st  fl. 

209.  Guardians'  Record,  1872-84,  1896-1924.  3  v.  (D,  E,  R).  1850- 
53  in  Probate  Record,  entry  202;  1854-60  in  Administrators' 
Record,  entry  205;  1861-71  in  Executors'  Record,  entry  206. 

Copies  of  guardians'  petitions,  oaths,  bonds,  and  letters,  showing  names  of 
estate,  minor,  sureties,  and  guardian,  date,  amount,  and  obligations  of 
bond,  and  order  of  appointment.  Arr.  by  date  of  bond.  Indexed  alph. 
by  name  of  estate.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  600  p.  18  x  13  x  3.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt., 
1st  fl. 

For  other  guardians'  petitions,  oaths,  bonds,  and  letters,  1885-1914, 
and  for  other  petitions,  oaths,  and  letters  only,  1915—,  see  entry  210;  for 
separate  bond  series,  1915—,  see  entry  211. 

210.  Guardians'  and  Conservators'  Record,  1885-.  2  v.  (T,  U). 
1850-84  in  Probate  Record,  entry  202. 

Copies  of  conservators'  petitions,  oaths,  bonds,  and  letters,  showing  names 
of  minor,  estate,  and  administrative  officer,  amount  and  conditions  of 
bond,  and  dates  of  letter,  oath,  and  bond;  includes  copies  of  guardians'  pe- 
titions, oaths,  bonds,  and  letters,  1885-1914.  Volume  U,  1915—,  contains 
only  petitions,  oaths,  and  letters  of  conservators  and  guardians.  Arr.  by 
date  of  bond.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate.  600  p.  18  x  13  x  3.  V. 
T,  1885-1914,  CO.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl.;  v.  U,  1915-,  co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

For  copies  of  guardians'  and  conservators'  bonds,  1915—,  see  entry  211, 

211.  Guardians'  and  Conservators'  Bonds,  1915-.  2  v.  (S,  U). 
Copies  of  guardians'  and  conservators'  bonds,  showing  names  of  estate,  ad- 
ministrative officer,  and  sureties,  date,  amount,  and  obligations  of 
bonds,  and  acknowledgment.  Arr.  by  date  of  bond.  Indexed  alph.  by 
name  of  guardian  or  conservator.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  640  p.  18  x  12  x  3. 
Co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

For  other  and  prior  copies  of  guardians'  and  conservators'  bonds,  see 
entries  202,  206,  209,  210. 
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Heirship 

212.  Proof  of  Heirship  Record,  1917--.  1  v.  (1).  1850-1916  in  Pro- 
bate Record,  entry  202. 
Copies  of  proof  of  lieirship  affidavits,  showing  date,  names  of  heirs,  de- 
ceased, and  witnesses,  and  signature  and  seal  of  notary.  Arr.  by  date 
of  affidavit.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  578 
p.  18  X  12  X  2%.      Co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

Inventories  and  Appraisements  (See 
also  entry  199) 

21S.  Appraisement  Record,  1866-.  7  v.  (A-G).  1849-65  in  In- 
ventory, Sale  Bill,  and  Appraisement  Record,  entry  215. 
Record  of  appraisements  of  estates  in  probate,  showing  names  of  estate, 
appraiser,  and  heirs,  court  order  appointing  appraiser,  date  of  oath,  no- 
tarial acknowledgment,  itemized  statement  and  value  of  real  estate  and 
personal  property,  total  value,  amount  of  allowance  to  widow  and  minor 
heirs,  appraisement  bill,  and  date  of  filing,  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  In- 
dexed alph.  by  name  of  estate.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  580  p.  18  x  12  x  2. 
Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

214.  Inventory  Record,  1866--.  7  v.  (A-G).  1849-65  in  Inventory, 
Sale  Bill,  and  Appraisement  Record,  entry  215. 

Administrators'  and  executors'  inventory  record  showing  names  of  estates, 
judges,  administrators,  and  executors,  legal  description  and  value  of  real 
estate,  list  and  value  of  chattels,  status  of  notes  and  accounts,  signa- 
tures of  administrator,  executor,  and  judge,  and  date  of  filing.  Also  con- 
tains Guardians'  Inventory  Record,  1866-83,  1907--,  entry  216.  Arr.  by 
date  of  filing.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  600 
p.  18  X  12  X  3.       Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

215.  Inventory,  Sale  Bill,  and  Appraisement  Record,  1849-65.  4  v. 
(1  not  lettered,  A-C). 

Copies  of  appraisements,  inventories  of  real  and  personal  property,  and 
sale  bills,  showing  names  of  estate,  administrator,  appraiser,  and  purchas- 
er, itemized  list  of  real  and  personal  property,  amounts  of  receipts  and 
disbursements,  balance  available,  and  dates  of  appraisal,  inventory,  sale, 
and  filing.  Appraisement  Record,  entry  213;  Inventory  Record,  entry  214, 
including  Guardians'  Inventory  Record,  entry  216;  Real  Estate  Sale  Record, 
entry  219;  Sale  Record  Personal  Property,  entry  221,  subsequently  kept 
separately.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  1849-53,  no  index;  1854-65,  indexed 
alph.  by  name  of  estate.  Hdw.  375  -  575  p.  13  x  81/2  x  IVz  -  18  x  12  x  2V2. 
Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

216.  Guardians'  Inventory  Record,  1884-1906.  1  v.  1849-65  in  In- 
ventory, Sale  Bill,  and  Appraisement  Record,  entry  215;  1866- 
83,  1907—  in  Inventory  Record,  entry  214. 

Guardians'  inventory  record  showing  legal  description  and  value  of  real 
estate,  list  and  value  of  chattels,  lists  of  annuities,  credits,  and  creditors, 
and  dates  of  filing  and  recording.  Arr.  by  date  of  recording.  Indexed 
alph.  by  name  of  estate.    Hdw.  250  p.  18  x  12  x  2.    Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

217.  Insolvency  Record,  1876-85.  1  v.  1850-75,  1886-  in  Probate 
Record,  entry  202. 

Record  of  settlement  of  insolvent  estates,  including  petitions  for  insolvency 
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and  inventories  and  appraisements,  showing  names  of  estate,  creditor,  pe- 
titioners, administrator,  executor,  and  guardian,  or  conservator,  assets  of 
estates,  amounts  due,  allowances  to  widows  and  minor  children,  and  court 
orders.  Arr.  by  date  of  recording.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate. 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.       300  p.  18  x  12  x  11/2-      Attic  strm.,  3rd  fl. 

Widows'  Relinquishment  and 
Selection  (See  also  entry  199) 

218.  Widows'  Award  and  Selection  Record,  1874--.  4  v.  (A-D). 
Title  varies:  Widows'  Relinquishment  and  Selection  Record. 
1850-73  in  Probate  Record,  entry  202. 

Lists  of  items  selected,  relinquished,  and  allowed  widows'  showing  names 
of  estate,  widow,  heirs,  and  appraiser,  appraised  value,  appraisement  bill 
of  personal  property,  statement  of  appraiser,  widow's  acknowledgment, 
and  date  of  filing.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of 
estate.      Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.      600  p.  18  x  12  x  3.      Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

Petitions,  Decrees,  Reports  of 
Sale  (See  also  entry  199) 

219.  Real  Estate  Sale  Record,  1866-85.  2  v.  (A,  B).  1849-65  in 
Inventory,  Sale  Bill,  and  Appraisement  Record,  entry  215; 
1886-  in  Probate  Record,  entry  202. 

Copies  of  petitions  to  sell  real  estate  to  pay  debts,  showing  names  of 
estate,  petitioner,  judge,  clerk,  and  creditors,  legal  description  and  value 
of  property,  and  dates  of  petition  and  filing.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  In- 
dexed alph.  by  name  of  estate.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  575  p.  18  x  12  x  2. 
Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

220.  Record  of  Decrees,  1865-70.  1  v.  1850-64,  1871-  in  Probate 
Record,  entry  202. 

Copies  of  decrees  of  court  on  petitions  to  sell  real  estate  to  pay  debts, 
showing  names  of  estate,  petitioner,  judge,  clerk,  and  creditors,  descrip- 
tion of  property  sold,  and  dates  of  order,  petition,  sale,  and  filing.  Arr. 
by  date  of  filing.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 
500  p.  IS  X  12  x  2.       Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

221.  Sale  Record  Personal  Property,  1866--.  4  v.  (A-D).  Title 
varies:  Sale  Record.  1849-65  in  Inventory,  Sale  Bill,  and  Ap- 
praisement Record,  entry  215. 

Copies  of  reports  of  personal  property  sales,  showing  names  of  estate,  pe- 
titioner, judge,  clerk,  and  purchaser,  list  and  description  of  property, 
amount  of  sale,  and  dates  of  petition,  sale,  filing,  and  recording.  Arr.  by 
date  of  recording.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 
550  p.  18  X  13  X  3.      Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

Reports,  Current  and 

Final  Accounts  (See  also  entry  199) 

222.  Administrators',  Executors',  and  Guardians'  (Conservators') 
Report  Record,  1876-77,  1904--.  8  v.  (A,  1-7).  Title  varies: 
Report  Record.  1850-75,  1878-1903  in  Probate  Record,  entry 
202. 

Copies  of  reports  of  administrators,  executors,  guardians,  and  conserva- 
tors of  estates,  showing  names  of  estate  and  administrative  officer,    date, 
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items  and  amounts  of  receipts  and  expenditures,  and  recapitulation.  Also 
contains  Estate  Ledger,  1923-,  entry  224.  Arr.  by  date  of  report.  In- 
dexed alph.  by  name  of  estate.  1876-77,  1904-23,  hdw.;  1924-,  typed. 
600  p.  18  X  13  X  3.  V.  A,  1876-77,  1-4,  1904-23,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl.; 
V.  5-7,  1924-,  CO.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

223.  Account  Current,  1848-84.  2  v.  (1  not  lettered,  B).  Missing: 
1854-64. 

Administrators',  executors',  guardians',  and  conservators'  ledger  of  ac- 
counts of  estates,  showing  names  of  estate,  minor  heirs,  and  administra- 
tive officer,  date  of  allowance,  itemized  lists  of  disbursements,  amounts  of 
inventory,  appraisal,  and  sale  bills,  names  of  sureties,  and  dates  of  filing 
and  recording.  Also  contains  Estate  Ledger,  1848-76,  entry  224.  Arr. 
by  date  of  recording.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate.  Hdw.  under  pr. 
hdgs.      400  p.  18  X  12  X  2.       Attic  strm.,  3rd  fl. 

224.  Estate  Ledger,  1877-1922.  9  v.  (A,  C-I,  1).  Title  varies: 
Estate  Guardians'  Ledger;  Estate  Ledger  Administrators';  Pro- 
bate Ledger;  Guardians'  Ledger.  1848-76  in  Account  Current, 
entry  223;  1923—  in  Administrators',  Executors',  and  Guardians' 
(Conservators')  Report  Record,  entry  222. 

Ledger  accounts  of  claims  against  estates,  showing  names  of  deceased, 
widow,  executor,  administrator,  guardian,  and  minor,  dates  of  death,  proof 
of  will,  and  petitions  and  decrees  to  sell  real  estate,  amount  of  bond,  types 
and  amounts  of  claims  allowed,  and  remarks.  Arr.  by  date  of  proof  of 
will.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  578  p. 
18  x  12  X  2.      Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

DOCKETS 
Court  Proceedings 

225.  Judge's  Transfer  Docket  Probate,  1855-.       12  v.  (A,  B,  1-5,     5 

not  labeled).      Missing:  1874-79.      Title  varies:  Estate  Docket; 

Probate  Judge's  Docket. 
Judge's  docket  of  cases  in  probate  court,  showing  date  of  petition,  names 
of  estate,  administrative  officer,  witnesses,  attorney,  judge,  and  clerk, 
type  of  action,  and  abstract  of  proceedings.  Arr.  by  date  of  petition. 
No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  600  -  700  p.  18  x  12  x  2  -  16  x  14  x  31/2. 
Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

Probate  Business 

226.  Probate  Claim  Docket,  1859-.       6  v.  (A-F). 

Docket  of  claims  against  estates,  showing  names  of  claimant  and  estate, 
date,  nature,  and  amount  of  claim,  and  amount  allowed.  Also  contains 
Probate  Judgment  Docket,  1859-72,  1911-,  entry  227.  Arr.  by  date  of 
claim.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  500  p. 
18  X  12  X  21/2.  V.  A,  1859-78,  attic  strm.,  3rd  fl.;  v.  B-F,  1879-,  co. 
clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

227.  Probate  Judgment  Docket,  1873-1910.  3  v.  (B-D).  1859-72, 
1911-  in  Probate  Claim  Docket,  entry  226. 

Docket  of  judgments  of  claims  against  estates,  showing  names  of  claimant 
and  estate,  date,  amount,  number,  and  nature  of  claim,  memoranda  as  to 
summons  and  notice,  and  judgment  of  court.  Arr.  by  date  of  claim. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate;  for  sep.  index,  see  entry  228.  Hdw.  imder 
pr.  hdgs.      300  p.  18  x  12  x  2.      Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 
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228.  Index  to  Probate  Judgment  Docket  Direct  (Indirect),  1873-1910. 

1  V. 

Direct  and  indirect  index  to  Probate  Judgment  Docket,  entry  227,  showing 
names  of  claimants  and  estate,  and  docket  and  page  of  entry.  Arr.  alph. 
by  names  of  estate  and  claimant.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  350  p.  18  x  12- 
X  2.       Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

229.  Docket  of  Settlements  Due,  1875-84.      1  v. 

Docket  of  amounts  due  estates,  including  annual  and  final  reports,  show- 
ing names  of  estate  and  administrative  officer,  dates  of  letters  and  ap- 
proval, amount  of  claim,  name  of  debtor,  and  remarks.  Arr.  by  date  of 
letters.  No  index,  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  300  p.  17  x  12  x  li/^.  Attic 
strm.,  3rd  fl. 

For  record  of  settlements,  see  entry  202. 

FEE  BOOKS 

230.  Probate  Fee  Book,  1850--.       12  v.     (1  not    lettered,     A,     A-J). 
Missing:  1860-66. 

Ledger  of  fees  paid  in  probate  cases,  showing  date,  names  of  estate  and 
administrating  persons,  amounts  and  dates  of  receipts  and  expenditures, 
and  itemized  statement  of  fees.  Arr.  by  date  of  initial  fee.  Indexed 
alph.  by  name  of  estate.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  600  p.  18  x  13  x  3.  1  v.  not 
lettered,  1850-59,  attic  strm.,  3rd  fl.;  v.  A,  A-J,  1867--,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st 
fl. 
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(Next  entry  231,  p.  174) 
VI.    CIRCUIT   COURT 

The  circuit  court  has  original  jurisdiction  of  all  causes  in  law  and 
equity  and  acts  as  a  court  of  appeals  in  probate  matters  and  causes  congni- 
zable  by  the  county  court  and  justices  of  the  peace.^  In  addition,  it  is  one 
of  the  courts  capable  of  having  naturalization  jurisdiction  according  to 
Federal  statutes." 

The  circuit  court  was  held  in  Saline  County  by  justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court,^  from  1847  to  1849,  when  a  change  was  made  in  accordance  with  the 
second  constitution  which  provided  for  the  election  of  circuit  judges  by  the 
district  electorate.'  The  constitution  of  1870  altered  the  circuit  districts 
and  established  population  requirements  for  counties  that  may  comprise  a 
circuit.'^  From  1849  to  the  present  the  circuit  judges  have  been  elected 
officers  of  the  judicial  district  electorate.  The  first  circuit  is  made  up  of 
nine  counties,  one  of  which  is  Saline.' 

Three  circuit  judges  who  serve  for  six-year  terms  are  elected  for  the 
district.  Before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  each  circuit  judge 
is  required  to  subscribe  to  an  oath  which  he  files  with  the  Secretary  of 
State.'  The  salary  for  those  circuit  court  judges  elected  after  the  first 
Monday  of  June,  1933  was  set  at  $7,200,  and  for  those  elected  after  the  first 
Monday  of  June,  1939  the  amount  was  increased  to  $8,000.  The  salaries 
are  paid  from  the  state  treasury.^ 

The  hearings  of  several  of  the  election  contests  are  held  before  this 
court.  Jurisdiction  is  granted  to  the  court  to  hear  and  determine  con- 
tests of  the  election  of  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  judges  of  the  circuit 
court,  and  members  of  the  State  Board  of  Equalization;  but  no  judge  of 
the  circuit  court  is  allowed  to  sit  upon  the  hearing  of  any  case  in  which  he 
is  a  party."  The  circuit  court  also  hears  and  determines  the  election  con- 
tests of  some  of  the  local  and  county  offices.  These  include  contests  of 
judge  of  the  county  court,  mayors  of  cities,  president  of  the  county  board, 
presidents  of  villages,  elections  in  reference  to  removal  of  county  seats  and 
in  reference  to  any  other  subject  which  may  be  submitted  to  the  vote  of  the 
people  of  the  county.  The  circuit  court  has  concurrent  jurisdiction  with 
the  county  court  in  cases  of  contested  elections  under  the  latter's  jurisdic- 
tion.^" 

Included  under  the  jurisdiction  of    the  circuit  court  are  also  appeals 


1.  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  Vi,  sec.  12;  L.  1871-72,  p.  109;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  344;  L  1895,  p.  189; 
L.  1933,  p.  688;  L.  1935,  p.  1. 

2.  2  U.  S.  S.  L.  155;  U.  S.  R.  S.  1789-1874,  p.  378-80;  34  U.  S.  S.  L.  596;  37  U.  S.  S.  L.  737; 
44   U.   S.   S.   L.   709. 

3.  L.  1841,  p.  173;  R.  S.  1845,  p.  143. 

4.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  7,   15. 

5.  Constitution  of  1870,   Art.   VI,   sec.    13. 

6.  L.  1933,  p.  436. 

7.  Constitution  of  1370,  Art.  VI,  sec.  12;  L  1933,  p.  436. 

8.  L.  1933,  p.  621;  L.  1937,  p.  189,  606.  In  1835  the  salary  of  the  circuit  judge  was  $750  per 
annum  (L.  1835,  p.  167).  The  Constitution  of  1870  set  the  salary  at  $3,000  until  otherwise  pro- 
vided by  law  (Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.  16).  A  few  of  the  recent  changes  were:  from 
1919  to  1925  for  judges  elected  during  this  period,  $6,500;  for  the  period  1925  to  1933,  those 
elected  received  $8,000  per  year  (U  1919,  p.  553,  554;  L  1925,  p.  400;  L  1931,  p.  148). 

9.  L  1899,  p.   152. 

10.     L  1871-72,  p.  396;   L  1895,  p.  170. 
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from  the  Illinois  Commerce  Commission's  rules,  regulations,  orders,  or  de- 
cisions. Such  appeals  may  be  taken  to  the  circuit  court  serving  Saline 
County  when  the  subject  matter  of  the  hearing  is  situated  in  this  county. 
The  appeal  may  be  heard  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  reasonableness  or 
lawfulness  of  the  rule,  regulation,  order,  or  decision  inquired  into  and  de- 
termined." 

To  expedite  the  handling  of  litigation,  a  branch  circuit  court  may  be 
held  at  the  same  time  that  the  main  or  regular  circuit  court  for  Saline 
County  is  in  session.  A  branch  court  is  held  by  any  circuit  judge  or  by  a 
judge  of  any  other  circuit  called  in  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  and  deciding 
motions  and  settling  the  issues  in  any  or  all  causes  pending  in  the  circuit 
court,  and  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  chancei'y  causes  and  cases  at  law 
which  are  pending  in  such  court  for  that  term.  The  presiding  judge  of 
the  main  circuit  court  assigns  to  the  branch  court  as  many  of  the  law  and 
chancery  cases  as  the  presiding  judge  of  the  branch  court  will  possibly  have 
time  to  hear.^- 

Also,  to  aid  in  the  speedy  administration  of  justice,  the  judges,  or  a 
majority  of  them,  may  by  an  order  entered  of  record  in  the  office  of  the 
clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  dispense  with  either  or  both  the  grand  and  petit 
juries  for  any  term  or  part  of  term  of  the  circuit  court,  and  may  desig- 
nate what  term  or  portion  thereof  shall  be  devoted  to  criminal  business, 
and  what  term  or  portion  thereof  to  civil  business.^^ 

Each  of  the  three  judges  of  the  circuit  court  is  authorized  to  appoint 
one  official  shorthand  reporter.  This  appointee  is  required  to  be  skilled 
in  verbatim  reporting  and  is  not  allowed  to  hold  more  than  one  such  offi- 
cial appointment.  The  appointment  is  in  writing  and  is  required  to  be 
filed  in  the  office  of  the  auditor  of  public  accounts.  The  reporter  holds 
office  until  his  appointment  is  revoked  by  the  appointing  judge  or  until  the 
termination  of  the  judge's  term.  When  the  official  reporter  is  absent  or 
disabled,  the  presiding  judge  may  appoint  any  other  competent  reporter  to 
act  during  such  absence  or  disability.  The  substitute  is  paid  for  his  serv- 
ices by  the  official  reporter.  The  reporter  causes  full  stenographic  notes 
of  the  evidence  in  all  trials  before  the  court  to  be  taken  down  and  tran- 
script of  the  same  to  be  correctly  made  if  desired  by  either  party  to  the 
suit,  their  attorneys,  or  the  judge  of  the  court.  Each  of  the  reporters  re- 
ceives and  is  paid  out  of  the  state  treasury  an  annual  salary  of  $3,240. 
The  salaries  are  paid  out  monthly  on  the  warrant  of  the  auditor  of  public 
accounts." 

The  probation  officer  for  adult  probationers  is  an  appointee  of  the 
circuit  court."^  His  services  extend  throughout  the  county.  Courts  exer- 
cising criminal  or  quasi-criminal  jurisdiction  are  given  power  to  release  on 
probation  adult  or  juvenile  offenders  found  guilty  of  committing  certain 
specified  offenses.'"  In  the  performance  of  his  prescribed  duties,  the  pro- 
bation officer  principally  serves  the  county  and  circuit  courts.       He  is  re- 


11. 

L  1921,  p.  742,  743. 

12. 

L  1873-74,  p.  52,  83;  L.  1905,  p.  146. 

13. 

L.  1835,  p.  167,  168;  L.  1933,  p.  441,  442 

14. 

L  1933,  p.  463,  464. 

15. 

L  1911,  p.  280. 

16. 

Ibid.,  p.  277. 
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quired  to  give  bond  as  determined  by  the  circuit  court  in  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding $5,000  and  is  subject  to  tlie  rules  of  and  removal  by  the  appointing 
court.'"  Saline  County  is  allowed  one  probation  officer  under  the  allow- 
ance of  one  for  each  fifty  thousand,  or  fraction  thereof,  of  population.'* 

The  probation  officer  is  compensated  at  a  rate  determined  by  the 
county  board.  In  the  performance  of  his  duties,  he  is  required  to  investi- 
gate the  cases  of  defendants  requesting  probation;  notify  the  court  of 
previous  conviction  or  probation;  make  reports  to  the  respective  courts; 
keep  a  set  of  records  as  described  below;  take  charge  of,  and  watch  over, 
all  persons  placed  on  probation  in  his  county,  and  all  probationers  moving 
from  another  county  into  his  county.  He  is  also  required  to  notify  proba- 
tion officers  in  other  counties  of  any  probationers  under  his  supervision 
who  may  move  into  those  counties." 

The  reports  made  by  the  probation  officer  to  the  courts  are  kept  by 
the  clerk  in  the  respective  cases.  The  courts'  probation  records  include 
orders  granting  or  refusing  release  on  probation,  probationers'  bonds,  the 
reports  of  probation  officers  noted  above,  and  discharge  of  probationers. 

The  probation  officer  is  required  to  keep  complete  accurate  records  of 
investigated  cases,  including  descriptions  of  the  investigated  persons,  the 
action  of  the  court,  and  the  subsequent  history  of  probationers.  These 
are  records  open  to  inspection  by  any  judge  or  by  any  probation  officer 
pursuant  to  a  court  order  and  are  not  public  records.'* 

Unlike  the  judges  of  the  circuit  court  who  are  elected  by  the  judicial 
district  electorate,  the  clerk  of  this  court  is  elected  by  the  county  elec- 
torate.-^ This  official  performs  the  ministerial  duties  of  the  circuit  court 
of  Saline  County  and  files  and  preserves  its  records  as  well  as  those  of  the 
branch  circuit  court.-  He  is  commissioned  by  the  Governor  and  before 
entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  gives  bond  with  sureties  which  are 
approved  by  any  two  of  the  judges  of  the  court.  His  bond  is  given  in  the 
sum  of  not  less  than  $5,000  as  agreed  upon  by  the  judges.  The  oath  to 
which  he  subscribes  is  filed  with  the  Secretary  of  State.^  If  a  vacancy  oc- 
curs in  this  office  and  the  unexpired  term  does  not  exceed  one  year,  the 
court  is  required  to  fill  such  vacancy  by  appointment  of  a  clerk  pro 
tempore.  The  appointee  is  then  required  to  qualify  for  office  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court.  When  the  appointment  is  made, 
the  court  notifies  the  Governor  of  the  filled  vacancy.  The  Governor  in 
turn,  as  soon  as  practicable,  issues  a  writ  of  election  for  the  circuit  court 
clerk." 


17.  L  1911,  p.  280,  281;  L  1915,  p.  380,  381. 

18.  L  1915,   p.  380.     School  census  to  be  basis  for  determining  population. 

19.  L  1911,  p.  281,  282;  L  1915,  p.  381,  382. 

20.  L.  1911,  p.  277-84;  L.  1915,  p.  378-84. 

21.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  7,  21,  29;   Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  8. 

22.  L  1905,  p.  147. 

23.  R.  S.  1874,  p.  260. 

24.  L.   1873-74,   p    95. 
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The  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  was  first  appointed  by  the  circuit  judge 
in  Saline  County.==  He  kept  a  record  of  all  the  oaths  that  he  administered 
and  certified  a  copy  annually  to  the  Secretary  of  State.=*  The  clerk  pre- 
served a  complete  record  of  all  proceedings  and  determinations  of  the  court 
of  which  he  was  clerk. =^  At  each  term  of  the  circuit  court,  the  clerk  in- 
quired into  the  condition  of  the  treatment  of  prisoners  and  was  required  to 
see  that  all  prisoners  were  humanely  treated.^  This  authority  was  in  later 
years,  and  is  at  present,  delegated  to  the  circuit  court.^  One  of  the  early 
requisites  of  this  office  was  for  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  to  reside  near 
the  county  seat  in  order  that  he  could  attend  to  his  duties  daily.  In  the 
event  that  it  were  not  possible  for  him  to  be  in  dailj'  attendance,  the  pre- 
siding judge  was  to  fill  such  vacancy.*"  The  Constitution  of  1848  made 
the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  an  elective  officer  of  the  county  with  a  four- 
year  term.      This  arrangement  has  continued  until  the  present.*^ 

The  clerk  is  able  to  perform  the  several  duties  of  his  office  with  the 
aid  of  his  staff  which  consists  of  assistants  and  deputy  clerks  who  are  ap- 
pointed by  him  in  a  number  determined  by  rule  of  the  circuit  court.""  This 
order  is  entered  as  of  record  and  the  compensation  of  such  assistants  and 
deputies  is  set  by  the  county  board.^ 

Among  the  records  kept  by  the  clerk  for  the  circuit  court  are  the  fol- 
lowing :^ 

1.  Books  of  record  of  the  proceedings  and  judgments  of 
the  court  with  alphabetical  indexes  by  parties.  Pro- 
ceedings are  recorded  at  length  only  in  cases  designated 
by  law,  or  when  the  court  at  the  motion  and  assump- 
tion of  expense  by  one  of  the  parties,  so  orders.  In 
practice,  from  an  early  date  the  court  record  has  been 
broken  down  into  segregated  types  of  proceedings  and 
judgments. 

2.  "Plaintiff-Defendant  Index  to  Court  Records"  and 
"Defendant-Plaintiff  Index  to  Court  Records,"  intended 
to  be  separate  records,  but  frequently  combined  in  a  sin- 
gle volume  with  the  two  indexes  segregated  in  each  vol- 
ume. 

3.  A  general  docket  in  which  all  lawsuits  are  entered  in  the 
order  they  are  commenced. 

4.  A  judgment  and  execution  docket  containing  a  column 
for  the  entry  of  satisfaction  or  other  disposition.  In 
practice,  an  execution  docket  is  frequently  set  up  inde- 
pendently. 


25.  Constitution  of  1818,  Art.   IV,  sec.  6;  R.  L  1833,  p.  152;  R.  S.  1845,  p.  146. 

26.  L  1819,  p.  349. 

27.  R.  L.  1829,  p.  44;  R.  L  1333,  p.  152;  R.  S.  1845,  p.  147. 

28.  R.  L  1827,  p.  248. 

29.  R.  S.  1874,  p.  616;  L.  1923,  p.  424. 

30.  R.  L.  1829,  p.  35. 

31.  Constitution  of  1848,   Art.  V,  sec.  29;   Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,   sec.   9. 

32.  L.  1831,  p.  49;   Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  9. 

33.  Constitution   of   1870,    Art.    X,   sec.    9. 

34.  The  Civil  Practice  Act  of  1933  grants  authority  to  the  circuit  court,  subject  to  rules  promulgated 
by  the  Supreme  Court  and  not  inconsistent  with  statutc-y  reouirements,  to  make  such  rules  as  they 
may  deem  expedient,  regu'ating  dockets  and  calendars  of  said  court  (L.  1933,  p.  786). 
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5.  Additional  dockets,  designated  as  the  cleric's,  judge's, 
and  bar  docket.  In  practice,  thie  bar  docket  has  tend- 
ed to  drop  out  of  use. 

6.  A  fee  book  in  which  costs  and  fees  are  to  be  entered 
under  the  proper  title  of  the  case.  In  practice, 
separate  series  of  volumes  are  maintained  under  such 
titles  of  causes. 

7.  Transcripts  of  proceedings  in  appeals  from  justices', 
city,  and  foreign  courts,  dockets  thereof,  and  transcripts 
of  judgments  for  liens,  etc.,  from  the  former.  Separate 
well-bound  books  are  required  to  be  kept  for  each  city 
court.  These  books  are  to  contain  an  alphabetical 
docket  of  all  judgment  decrees  rendered  in  the  city 
court.  They  also  provide  for  entry  of  data  relating  to 
the  filing  and  the  transcript  with  the  corresponding 
number  of  the  transcript.'^ 

8.  Naturalization  proceedings  from  petitions  to  final  cer- 
tificates; Federal  statutes  allow  the  circuit  court  to  ex- 
ercise jurisdiction. 

9.  Reports  to  the  court  from  its  designated  masters  in 
chancery,  the  state's  attorney,  and  the  coroner's  in- 
quest juries. 

10.  Jury  venires,  summonses,  certificates,  etc. 

11.  Original  documents  used  in  court  hearings  and  determ- 
inations.     These     documents  are  of     particular  import- 
ance because     in  a  large  number  of  cases  the  complete 
proceedings  are  not  spread  on  court  record. 

12.  Monthly  reports  of  the  warden  of  the  county  jail,  con- 
taining a  list  of  all  prisoners  in  his  custody,  showing 
causes  of  commitment  and  names  of  persons  by  whom 
committed.** 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  COURT 

231.  Plaintiffs'  -  Defendants'  Index  to  Court  Records,  1857-.       12  v. 
(1-6,  plaintiff;  1-6,  defendant). 

Index  to  Court  Papers  (Common  Law),  entry  233;  Court  Papers  (Chan- 
cery), entry  234;  Court  Papers  (Criminal),  entry  235;  Circuit  Court  Rec- 
ord (Common  Law),  entry  243;  Judgment  Record  in  Vacation,  entry  244; 
Chancery  Record,  entry  245;  Criminal  Record,  entry  247,  showing  names  of 
plaintiff  and  defendant,  type  and  number  of  case,  and  book  and  page  of 
entry.  Arr.  alph.  by  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant.  Hdw.  under  pr. 
hdgs.       300  p.  18  X  12  X  2y2.       Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

232.  Index  to  Court  Papers,  1864-1920.       3  v.  (A-C). 

Index  to  Court  Papers  (Common  Law),  entry  233;  Court  Papers  (Chan- 
cery), entiy  234;  Court  Papers  (Criminal),  entry  235,  showing  names  of 
plaintiff  and  defendant,  type  of  action,  dates  of  commencement  and  dis- 
posal, and  case  number.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  plaintiff.  Hdw.  under  pr. 
hdgs.      550  p.  18  x  12  X  21/2.       Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

35.  R.  S.  1874,  p.  347;  L.  1901,  p.  136,  137. 

36.  R.  L.  1827,  p.  217;  R.  S.  1845,  p.  323-26,  414,  418,  419,  518;  L  1865,  p.  79,  80;  R.  S.  1874, 
p.  262,  263,  339,  616;  L.  1895,  p.  217;  L.  1933,  p.  442,  677;  2  U.  S.  S.  L.  153-55;  U.  S.  R.  S. 
1789-1874,  p.  378-80;  34  U.  S.  S.  L.  596-607,  709,  710;  45  U.  S.  S.  L.  1514,  1515. 
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233.  Court  Papers  (Common  Law),  1853—.      127  f.  b. 

Original  documents  in  common  law  cases,  including  summonses,  sub- 
poenas, affidavits  of  witnesses,  defendants'  answers,  instructions  to  jury, 
stipulations,  pleas,  replications,  motions  for  new  trial,  challenges  to  ar- 
ray of  jurors,  disposition  of  evidence,  verdicts,  writs  of  mittimus,  court  or- 
ders, and  receipts  for  fees.  Arr.  by  case  no.  1853-56,  no  index;  for  in- 
dex, 1857--,  see  entry  231;  for  additional  index,  1864-1920,  see  entry  232. 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  11  x  5  x  14.  4  f.  b.,  1853-64,  common  vlt.,  bsmt.;  33 
f.  b.,  1865-86,  cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl.;  90  f.  b.,  1887-,  cir.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

234.  Court  Papers  (Chancery),  1851-.       143  f.  b.   (6  not  numbered, 
1-59,  78  not  numbered). 

Circuit  court  chancery  case  files,  including  bills,  summonses,  citations, 
petitions,  affidavits,  subpoenas,  orders,  defendants'  answers,  demurrers, 
instructions  to  jury,  stipulations,  decrees,  writs  of  mittimus,  final  orders 
of  reversal,  praecipes  for  executions,  and  receipts  for  fees.  Arr.  by  case 
no.  1851-56,  no  index;  for  index,  1857—,  see  entry  231;  for  additional  in- 
dex, 1864-1920,  see  entry  232.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  11  x  5  x  14.  6  f.  b.  not 
numbered,  1851-64,  common  vlt,  bsmt.;  f.  b.  1-59,  14  not  numbered,  1865- 
1904,  cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl.;  64  f.  b.  not  numbered,  1905--,  cir.  clk.'s  off., 
1st  fl. 

235.  Court  Papers  (Criminal),  1854--.       126  f.  b. 

Files  of  papers  in  criminal  cases,  including  praecipes  for  executions, 
habeas  corpus  writs,  complaints  before  justices,  warrants  for  arrest,  bail 
bonds,  indictments,  transcripts  of  evidence,  instructions  to  jury,  verdicts  of 
jury,  writs  of  mittimus,  orders  for  fees,  receipts  for  fees,  and  orders  of 
court.  Arr.  by  case  no.  1854-56,  no  index;  for  index,  1857—,  see  entry 
231;  for  additional  index,  1864-1920,  see  entry  232.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 
11  X  5  X  14.  2  f.  b.,  1854-64,  common  vlt.,  bsmt;  32  f.  b.,  1865-86,  cir. 
clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl.;  92  f.  b,  1887-,  cir.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

236.  Bond  Files  (Miscellaneous  Papers),  1861-.       6  f.  b. 

Files  of  miscellaneous  papers  in  circuit  court  cases,  including  state, 
bench,  and  search  warrants,  criminal  capias,  complaints,  bonds  under 
workmen's  compensation  act,  and  sheriff's  recognizance,  justices'  bail,  ap- 
peal, injunction,  and  general  bonds.  No  obvious  arr.  No  index.  Hdw. 
on  pr.  fm.  10^/2  x  5  x  14.  4  f.  b.,  1861-1915,  common  vlt.,  bsmt.;  1 
f.  b.,  1916-23,  cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl.;  1  f.  b.,  1924-,  cir.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

237.  Miscellaneous  Court  Writs  and  Papers,  1886—.       7  f.  b. 
Circuit  clerk's  file  of  miscellaneous  court  papers.       Contains: 

i.  Jury  venires,  1901-33,  showing  date  and  place  of  sum- 
mons, name  and  address  of  juror,  and  signature  of 
clerk. 

ii.  Mechanics'  liens,  1886-1933,  showing  names  of  plaintiff 
and  defendant,  and  date,  amount,  and  purpose  of  claim. 

iii.  Recognizance  bonds,  1917-28,  showing  names  of  defend- 
ant and  sureties,  date,  amount,  and  obligations  of  bond, 
and  sheriff's  approval. 

iv.  Subpoenas  for  witnesses,  1918—,  showing  name  and  ad- 
dres  of  witness,  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  date 
of  issue,  and  signature  of  clerk. 
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Also  contains  Executions,  1886-1933,  entry  240;  Sheriff's  Certificate  of 
Purchase,  1886-1933,  entry  241;  State's  Attorney  Reports,  1886-1933,  entry 
267;  Master  in  Chancery  Reports,  1886-1933,  entry  268.  No  obvious  arr. 
No  index.  Hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.;  hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.;  typed. 
41/2  X  41/2  X  11.       Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

238.  Mechanics'  Lien,  1887-.  4  f.  b.  (3  f.  b.  1887- ;  1  f.  b.  1934- ). 
Mechanics'  statements  of  claims  for  lien,  showing  name  of  claimant,  kind, 
date,  purpose,  and  value  of  material  furnished,  and  remarks.  Arr.  by 
date  of  lien.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  41/2  x  41/2  x  11  -  10^^  x  5  x  14. 
2  f.  b.,  1887-1911,  common  vlt.,  bsmt.;  2  f.  b.,  1912-,  cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

For  mechanics'  liens,  1886-1933,  see  entry  237  [ii]. 

239.  Notice  of  Tax  Liens,  1928-.      1  f.  b. 

Original  notices  of  tax  liens  under  internal  revenue  laws,  showing  date, 
name  of  taxpayer,  address  or  place  of  business,  nature  and  amount  of  tax, 
signature  of  collector,  and  acknowledgment.  No  obvious  arr.  No  index. 
Typed  on  pr.  fm.  41/2  x  41/2  x  11.      Cir.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

240.  Executions,  1934-.       1  f.  b.       1886-1933  in  Miscellaneous  Court 
Writs  and  Papers,  entry  237. 

Original  executions  returned,  showing  date,  names  of  plaintiff  and  de- 
fendant, sheriff's  fees,  clerk's  costs,  date  of  filing,  and  signature  of  at- 
torney. No  obvious  arr.  No  index.  Typed.  4%  x  4^  x  11.  Cir. 
clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

241.  Sheriffs  Certificate  of  Purchase,  1934--.       1  f.  b.       1886-1933 
in  Miscellaneous  Court  Writs  and  Papers,  entry  237. 

Original  sheriff's  certificates  of  purchase,  showing  date  of  issue,  date, 
amount,  and  place  of  sale,  description  of  property,  and  signature  of  sheriff. 
No  obvious  arr.  No  index.  Typed  on  pr.  fm.  4V2  x  4V^  x  11.  Cir. 
clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

242.  Mittimus  Returned,  1934-.       1  f.  b. 

Original  writs  of  mittimus  returned  to  circuit  clerk  by  sheriff,  showing 
dates  of  issue  and  commitment  to  prison,  names  of  prisoner,  state's  attor- 
ney, judge,  and  clerk,  and  cause  for  sentence  to  prison.  No  obvious  arr. 
No  index.      Typed  on  pr.  fm.      41/2  x  41/2  x  11.      Cir.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

243.  Circuit  Court  Record  (Common  Law),  1848-.    23  v.  (A-N,  N-P, 
P-R,  1-3).       Title  varies:  Law  Record;  Order  Book. 

Record  of  common  law  cases  in  circuit  court,  showing  date,  names  of 
plaintiff,  defendant,  attorneys,  judge,  sheriff,  and  clerk,  cause  of  action, 
motions,  and  proceedings  and  orders  of  court.  Also  contains  Judgment 
Record  in  Vacation,  1848-95,  entry  244;  Chancery  Record,  1848-66,  entry 
245,  including  Divorce  Record,  entry  246;  Criminal  Record  1848-71,  entry 
247,  including  Indictment  Record,  entry  248,  Bail  Bond  Record,  entry  276, 
Probation  Record,  entry  278.  Arr.  by  date  of  proceedings.  Indexed  alph. 
by  name  of  plaintiff;  for  sep.  index,  1857--,  see  entry  231.  1848-1935, 
hdw.;  1936-,  typed.  580  -  754  p.  18  x  12  x  2  -  18  x  12  x  21/3.  Cir.  clk.'s 
vlt.,  1st  fl. 
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Circuit  Court-Proceedings  (244-249) 

of  Court 

244.  Judgrment  Record  In  Vacation,  1896--.  4  v.  (I-L).  1848-95  in 
Circuit  Court  Record  (Common  Law),  entry  243. 

Record  of  judgments  in  court  vacation,  showing  date,  names  of  plaintiff 
and  defendant,  amounts  of  judgment  and  costs,  and  signature  of  clerk. 
Arr.  by  date  of  judgment.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  plaintiff;  for  sep. 
index,  see  entry  231.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  295  p.  18  x  12  x  2.  V.  I,  J, 
1896-1923,  common  vlt.,  bsmt.;  v.  K,  L,  1924-,  cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

245.  Chancery  Record,  1867-.  35  v.  (D-Z,  1-12).  1848-66  in  Cir- 
cuit Court  Record  (Common  Law),  entry  243. 

Record  of  chancery  cases,  showing  term  date,  names  of  plaintiff  and  de- 
fendant, type  of  case,  and  orders  of  court.  Also  contains  Divorce  Record, 
1867-96,  1936-,  entry  246.  Arr.  by  date  of  court  order  Indexed  alph. 
by  name  of  plaintiff;  for  sep.  index,  see  entry  231.  1867-94,  1908-36, 
hdw.;  1895-1907,  hdw.  on  pr.  fm.;  1937-,  typed.  580  p.  18  x  12  x  2.  Cir. 
clk.'s  vlt,  1st  fl. 

246.  Divorce  Record,  1897-1935.  3  v.  (A-C).  1848-66  in  Circuit 
Court  Record  (Common  Law),  entry  243;  1867-96,  1936-  in 
Chancery  Record,  entry  245. 

Record  of  divorce  decrees,  showing  date  and  term  of  court,  names  of  judge, 
plaintiff,  defendant,  and  attorneys,  abstract  of  proceedings,  and  date  of 
decree.  Arr.  by  date  of  decree.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  plaintiff. 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.       437  p.  18  x  12  x  2.       Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

247.  Criminal  Record,  1872-.  10  v.  (1  not  lettered,  F-N).  1848-71 
in  Circuit  Court  Record  (Common  Law),  entry  243. 

Record  of  criminal  cases,  showing  date  and  term  of  court,  names  of  plain- 
tiff, defendant,  judge,  and  attorneys,  cause  of  action,  motions,  abstract  of 
proceedings,  and  orders  of  court.  Also  contains  Indictment  Record  1872- 
73,  entry  248;  Recognizance  Record,  1924-,  entry  275,  including  Recogniz- 
ance Record  in  Probation,  entry  277;  Bail  Bond  Record,  1872-1917,  1919-, 
entry  276;  Probation  Record,  1872-1915,  1918-,  entry  278.  Arr.  by  date  of 
court  order.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  plaintiff;  for  sep.  index,  see  entry 
231.       Hdw.       592  p.  18  x  12  x  2.       Cir.  clk.'s  vlt,  1st  fl. 

248.  Indictment  Record,  1874-.  6  v.  (1-6).  1848-71  in  Circuit 
Court  Record  (Common  Law),  entry  243;  1872-73  in  Criminal 
Record,  entry  247. 

Record  of  indictments,  showing  term  of  court,  names  of  plaintiff,  defend- 
ant, witnesses,  state's  attorney,  and  judge,  nature  of  charge,  amount  of 
bail,  date  of  filing,  and  signature  of  grand  jury  foreman.  Arr.  by  date  of 
filing.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  defendant.  1874-1925,  hdw.  on  pr.  fm.; 
1926-,  hdw.  450  p.  18  x  12  x  21/2.  V.  1-3,  1874-1912,  cir.  clk.'s  vlt,  1st 
fl.;  v.  4-6,  1913-,  cir.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

249.  Praecipe  For  Execution,  1886-.  3  v.  (2,  2  not  numbered). 
Record  of  praecipes  for  executions,  showing  names  of  plaintiff  and  de- 
fendant, cause  of  action,  dates  of  issue  and  return,  and  signatures  of  judge, 
sheriff,  and  plaintiff's  attorney.  Arr.  by  date  of  issue.  No  index. 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  150  -  200  p.  131/2  x  8  x  1  -  15  x  131/2  x  1.  V.  2,  1886- 
1900,  attic  strm.,  3rd  fl.;  1  v.  not  numbered,  1901-22,  common  vlt.,  bsmt.; 
1  v.  not  numbered,  1923--,  cir.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 
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Circuit  Court-Transcripts;  (250-255) 

Docliets 

TRANSCRIPTS 

250.  Files  of  Justice  of  Peace  Transcript  Cases,  1887—.  5  f.  b. 
Files  of  justice  of  peace  transcripts,  including  executions,  summonses,  and 
transcripts  of  judgment  for  execution  to  sell  land.  No  obvious  arr.  No 
index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  10 1/2  x  5  x  14.  3  f.  b.,  1887-1912,  common  vlt., 
bsmt.;  2  f.  b.,  1913-,  cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

251.  Record  of  Justice  of  Peace  Transcripts,     1852—.       3  v.     (1  not 
lettered,  B,  C). 

Transcripts  of  justice  of  peace  cases,  showing  names  of  justice,  plaintiff, 
defendant,  and  jurors,  cause  of  action,  costs,  date,  and  orders  of  court. 
Arr.  by  date  of  court  order.  1852-75,  no  index;  1876—,  indexed  alph.  by 
name  of  justice.  1852-75,  hdw.;  1876-,  hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  502  p.  18  x  11- 
X  11/2.  1  V.  not  lettered,  1852-75,  attic  strm.,  3rd  fl.;  v.  B,  C,  1876-,  cir. 
clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

DOCKETS 

252.  Judges'  Docket     (Law),     1848-.       25  v.   (1  not  lettered,  C-Z). 
Missing:  1857-60. 

Docket  of  law  cases,  showing  case  number,  date  and  term  of  court,  names 
of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and  attorneys,  type  of  action,  and  abstract  of  pro- 
ceedings. Also  contains  Judges'  Docket  (Chancery),  1848-1909,  entry  253; 
Judges'  Docket  (Criminal),  1848-1909,  entry  254;  Lien  and  Satisfaction 
Docket,  1848-86,  entry  256.  Arr.  by  case  no.  No  index.  1848-56,  hdw.; 
1861-,  hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  300  -  500  p.  18  x  12  x  2  -  14  x  13  x  3.  1  v. 
not  lettered,  1848-56,  v.  C-R,  1861-1909,  common  vlt.,  bsmt.;  v.  S-Z,  1910-. 
cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

253.  Judges'  Docket  (Chancery)  1910-.       7  v.   (S-Y).       1848-1909  in 
Judges'  Docket  (Law),  entry  252. 

Docket  of  chancery  cases,  showing  case  number,  date  and  term  of  court, 
names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and  attorneys,  cause  of  action,  and  summary 
of  case.  Arr.  by  case  no.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  500  p. 
14  X  13  X  3.      Cir.  clk.'s  vlt,  1st  fl. 

254.  Judges'  Docltet  (Criminal),  1910-.       3  v.  (S-U).       1848-1909  in 
Judges'  Docket  (Law),  entry  252. 

Docket  of  criminal  cases  in  circuit  court,  showing  case  number,  date  and 
term  of  court,  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and  attorneys,  cause  of  ac- 
tion, and  summary  of  case.  Arr.  by  case  no.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr. 
hdgs.       500  p.  14  X  13  X  3.       Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

255.  Clerk's  Issue  Docket,  1852-.  11  v.  (2  not  lettered,  A-F,  H-J). 
Missing:  1862-74. 
Process  docket  showing  case  number,  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant, 
type  of  action,  date  and  name  of  person  charged  with  service  of  process, 
date  of  return,  and  summary  of  case.  Arr.  by  case  no.  1852-99,  indexed 
alph.  by  name  of  defendant;  1900—,  no  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  240 
p.  15  X  12  X  2.  2  V.  not  lettered,  1852-61,  v.  E,  H,  1902-27,  common  vlt., 
bsmt.;  V.  A-D,  F,  1875-1901,  attic  strm.,  3rd  fl.;  v.  I,  J,  1928-,  cir.  elk  's  off,, 
1st  fl. 
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256.  Lien  and  Satisfaction  Docket,  1887--.  4  v.  (A,  1-3).  Title 
varies:  Docket  of  Mechanics'  Liens;  Lien  Docket.  1848-86  in 
Judges  Docket  (Law),  entry  252. 

Docket  of  mechanics'  liens,  showing  date,  docket  number,  names  of  plain- 
tiff and  defendant,  amount,  legal  description  of  property  charged  with  lien, 
and  notation  and  date  of  satisfaction.  Arr.  by  date  of  lien.  No  index. 
Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  580  p.  18  x  12  x  3.  V.  A,  1887-1910,  attic  strm., 
3rd  fl.;  v.  1,  2,  1911-25.  common  vlt.,  bsmt.;  v.  3,  1926-,  cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

257.  Judgment  and  Execution  Docket,  1910--.  5  v.  (H,  J-M). 
Docket  of  judgments  and  executions,  showing  names  of  plaintiff  and  de- 
fendant, case  number,  term  of  court,  nature  and  amount  of  judgment,  total 
amount  of  debt,  damages,  and  costs,  dates  of  issue  and  sheriff's  return, 
and  notation  and  date  of  satisfaction.  1848-1909,  Judgment  Docket,  entry 
258,  and  Execution  Docket,  entry  259,  kept  separately.  Arr.  by  date  of 
Issue.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  defendant.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  300  p. 
18  X  12  X  2.  V.  H,  1910-14,  common  vlt.,  bsmt.;  v.  J-M,  1915-,  cir.  clk.'s 
vlt.,  1st  fl. 

258.  Judgment  Docket,  1848-1909.  7  v.  (A-G).  1910-  in  Judg- 
ment and  Execution  Docket,  entry  257. 

Docket  of  judgments,  showing  term  of  court,  case  number,  names  of  plain- 
tiff and  defendant,  nature  and  amount  of  judgment,  amount  of  costs,  and 
dates  of  issue  and  satisfaction.  Arr.  by  date  of  issue.  Indexed  alph. 
by  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  300  p. 
18  X  12  X  2.      Common  vlt.,  bsmt. 

259.  Execution  Docket,  1848-1909.  3  v.  (A-C).  1910-  in  Judg- 
ment and  Execution  Docket,   entry  257. 

Docket  of  executions  in  circuit  court,  showing-  names  of  plaintiff,  defend- 
ant, and  sheriff,  number  and  date  of  execution,  amounts  of  debt  or  dam- 
ages and  costs,  and  date  of  sheriff's  return.  Arr.  by  date  of  execution. 
Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs. 
300  p.  18  X  12  X  2.      Common  vlt.,  bsmt. 

260.  Master's  In  Chancery  Docket,  1874-1903.       1  v. 

Docket  of  master  in  chancery  cases,  showing  names  of  plaintiff  and  de- 
fendant, date  of  term  of  court,  cause  of  action,  legal  description  of  prop- 
erty, and  date  of  sale.  Arr.  by  date  of  court  term.  Indexed  alph.  by 
name  of  plaintiff.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  400  p.  11  x  14  x  2.  Attic 
strm.,  3rd  fl. 

261.  Motion  Docket,  1912-13.       1  v. 

Docket  of  motions,  showing  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and  attorneys, 
case  number,  date  and  term  of  court,  type  of  action,  and  abstract  of  pro- 
ceedings. Arr.  by  date  of  motion.  No  index.  Hdw.  200  p.  15  x  12  x 
11/2.       Common  vlt.,  bsmt. 

262.  Bar  Dockets,  1895-1934.  6  v.  (2  not  lettered,  C,  D,  2  not  let- 
tered). Missing:     1900-1908. 

Bar  docket  of  common  law,  criminal,  and  chancery  cases,  showing  term  of 
court,  case  number,  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and  attorneys,  type  of 
action,  and  date  of  hearing.  Arr.  by  date  of  hearing.  Indexed  alph.  by 
name  of  plaintiff.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  200  p.  15  x  12  x  iy2.  Attic 
strm.,  3rd  fl. 
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circuit  Court-  Fee  (263-269) 

Books;  Reports  to  Court 

263.  General  Docket,  1891-99.       1  v. 

General  docket  of  circuit  court  cases,  showing  case  number,  term  of  court, 
names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and  attorneys,  cause  of  action,  and  abstract 
of  proceedings.  Arr.  by  case  no.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs. 
476  p.  18  X  12  X  11/2.      Attic  strm.,  3rd  fl. 

264.  Clerk's  Docket,  1863-85.       6  v.  (A-D,  F,  1  not  lettered).       Miss- 
ing:    1868-71. 

Clerk's  docket  of  circuit  court  cases,  showing  date  and  term  of  court,  case 
number,  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and  attorneys,  cause  of  action,  and 
abstract  of  proceedings.  Arr.  by  case  no.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr. 
hdgs.      231  p.  14  X  8  X  IVz.      Attic  strm.,  3rd  fl. 

FEE  BOOKS 

265.  Fee  Book  (Law,  Criminal),  1848-.       29  v.   (1  not  labeled,  B-U, 
W-Z,  1,  1-3). 

Circuit  clerk's  record  of  fees  collected  in  common  law  and  criminal  cases, 
showing  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  case  number,  date  and  amount 
of  payment.  Also  contains  Fee  Book  (Chancery),  1848-1916,  entry  266,  in- 
cluding Alimony  and  Child  Support,  entry  282.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing 
suit.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  plaintiff.  Hdw.  vmder  pr.  hdgs.  550  p. 
18  X  12  X  2.  1  V.  not  labeled,  v.  B-L,  1848-95,  attic  strm.,  3rd  fl.;  v.  M-U, 
1896-1916,  common  vlt.,  bsmt.;  v.  W-Z,  1,  1,  1917-33,  cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl.; 
V.  2,  3,  1934-,  cir.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

266.  Fee  Book  (Chancery),  1917-.       5  v.   (W-Z,  1).       1848-1916  in 
Fee  Book  (Law,  Criminal),  entry  265. 

Record  of  fees  received  in  chancery  cases,  showing  names  of  plaintiff  and 
defendant,  case  number,  total  amount  of  fees,  name  of  payer,  and  date  of 
payment.  Also  contains  Alimony  and  Child  Support,  1917-37,  entry  282. 
Arr.  by  date  of  filing  suit.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  plaintiff.  Hdw. 
under  pr.  hdgs.  550  p.  18  x  12  x  2.  V.  W,  1917-22,  common  vlt.,  bsmt,; 
V.  X,  1923-28,  cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl.;  v.  Y,  Z,  1,  1929--,  cir.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

REPORTS   TO   COURT 

267.  State's  Attorney  Reports,  1934-.       1  f.  b.       1886-1933  in  Miscel- 
laneous Court  Writs  and  Papers,  entry  237. 

Quarterly  reports  of  state's  attorney  to  circuit  court,  showing  date  of  re- 
port, amounts  received  for  fines,  fees,  and  forfeitures,  amount  paid  to 
county  treasurer,  amounts  withheld  for  official  operations  and  salaries, 
signature  of  state's  attorney,  and  notarial  acknowledgment.  No  obvious 
arr.  No  index.  Typed  on  pr.  fm.  4%  x  4i/^  x  11.  Cir.  clk.'s  off.,  1st 
fl. 

268.  Master  in  Chancery  Reports,     1934--.       1  f.  b.       1886-1933  in 
Miscellaneous  Court  Writs  and  Papers,  entry  237. 

Reports  of  master  in  chancery,  showing  date  of  report,  itemized  account  of 
I'eceipts  and  disbursements,  balance  available,  signature  of  master,  and 
notarial  acknowledgment.  No  obvious  arr.  No  index.  Typed.  414  x 
41/2  X  11.      Cir.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

269.  State's     Attorney's     and     Master's     Report     Record,       1873-. 
2  v.  (A,  B). 

Record  of  state's    attorney's  reports  to  circuit  court,     showing  date    and 
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Circuit   Court-  (270-275) 

Jury  Records;  Bonds 

term  of  court,  name  of  state's  attorney,  judge,  and  defendant,  nature  of 
indictment,  date  of  conviction,  itemized  account  of  fees,  fines,  and  for- 
feitures, and  date  of  filing;  includes  some  master  in  chancery  reports, 
1&30~.  Arr.  by  date  of  report.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  state's  attor- 
ney or  master  in  chancery.  Hdw.  604  p.  18  x  13  x  21/2.  V.  A,  1873-1929, 
common  vlt,  bsmt.;  v.  B,  1930—,  cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

270.  Master's  Report  Record,     1894-.       4  v.   (1,     2,     E,     G).       Title 
varies:  Master's  Report  of  Sales. 

Copies  of  master's  reports  of  sales,  showing  names  of  complainant,  de- 
fendant, judge,  and  purchaser,  legal  description  of  property,  and  date  and 
amount  of  sale.  Arr.  by  date  of  report.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  mas- 
ter.      Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.       296  p.  18  x  12  x  11/2.       Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

271.  Master's  Final  Reports,  1895--.       2  v.  (A,  B). 

Copies  of  master's  final  reports  to  circuit  court,  showing  name  of  re- 
deemer, legal  description  of  property,  reason  for  sale,  redemption  period, 
date  of  surrender  of  certificate  of  purchase,  and  dates  of  sale,  delivery  of 
deed,  and  report.  Arr.  by  date  of  report.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  re- 
deemer.     Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.       424  p.  18  x  12  x  2.      Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

JURY  RECORDS 
(See  also  entries  1,  42,  237  [i],  251,  311) 

272.  Jury  Venires,  1883--.       1  cardboard  box,  5  f.  b.   (4  f.  b.,  1883--; 
1  f.  b.,  1934-). 

Venires  for  grand  and  petit  jurors,  showing  time,  date,  and  place  of  sum- 
mons, name  and  address  of  summoned  person,  remarks,  and  signature  of 
clerk.  No  obvious  arr.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  Cardboard  box 
12  x  12  X  14;  f.  b.  41/2  x  4%  x  11  -  10^/2  x  5  x  14.  1  cardboard  box,  1883- 
1910,  common  vlt.,  bsmt.;  2  f.  b.,  1911-24,  cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl.;  2  f.  b., 
1925-,  1  f.  b.,  1934-,  cir.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

273.  Register  of  Jurors,  1859--.      5  v.  (3  not  numbered,  2,  3).      Title 
varies:     Grand  and  Petit  Jurors. 

Register  of  grand  and  petit  jurors,  showing  names  of  jurors,  date  of  court 
term,  number  of  days  of  service,  mileage,  amount  of  fees,  and  signature 
of  juror.  Arr.  by  date  of  court  term.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs. 
292  p.  17  X  15  X  11/2.  2  v.  not  numbered,  1859-93,  v.  2,  1912-28,  common 
vlt.,  bsmt.;  1  v.  not  numbered,  1894-1911,  attic  strm.,  3rd  fl.;  v.  3,  1929-, 
cir.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

274.  Jurors'  Certificate,  1923--.       4  v. 

Stub  record  of  jurors'  certificates,  showing  date,  certificate  number,  name 
of  juror,  number  of  days  of  service,  mileage,  amount  of  payment,  and  sig- 
nature of  recipient.  Arr.  by  certificate  no.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr. 
fm.  125  p.  18  X  12  X  1.  3  v.,  1923-35,  common  vlt.,  bsmt.;  1  v.,  1936-, 
cir.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

BONDS 
(See  also  entries  235,  236,  237  [iii]  ) 

275.  Recognizance    Record,     1870-1923.       2  v.     (A,     B).       1924-  in 
Criminal  Record,  entry  247. 

Recognizance  record,  showing  name  of  defendant,     nature  of  indictment, 

—181— 


circuit  Ck)urt-Probation  and  (276-280) 

Parole;  Naturalization 

amount  of  bond,  and  signatures  of  judge,  clerk,  sheriff,  and  state's  attor- 
ney, and  date  and  place  of  appearance.  Also  contains  Recognizance  Rec- 
ord in  Probation,  1870-1914,  1917-23,  entry  277.  Arr.  by  date  of  appear- 
ance. Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  defendant.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  300  p. 
18  X  12  X  1.       Common  vlt.,  bsmt. 

276.  Bail  Bond  Record,  1918.  1  v.  1848-71  in  Circuit  Court  Rec- 
ord (Common  Law),  entry  243;  1872-1917,  1919-  in  Criminal 
Record,  entry  247. 

Record  of  bail  bonds,  showing  names  and  addresses  of  defendant  and  sure- 
ties, schedule  of  property  offered  as  security,  date,  amount,  and  obliga- 
tions of  bond,  and  dates  of  filing  and  schedule.  Arr.  by  date  of  bond. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  defendant.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  398  p.  18  x  12  x  2. 
Common  vlt.,  bsmt. 

277.  Recognizance  Record  in  Probation,  1915-16.  1  v.  1870-1914, 
1917-23  in  Recognizance  Record,  entry  275;  1924—  in  Criminal 
Record,  entry  247. 

Record  of  recognizance  bonds  for  release  of  prisoners  on  probation,  show- 
ing names  of  defendant  and  sureties,  crime  or  offense,  date  of  release  pend- 
ing final  judgment,  and  amount,  date,  and  terms  of  bond.  Arr.  by  date 
of  bond.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  defendant.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  292  p. 
18  X  12  X  1.      Common  vlt.,  bsmt. 


PROBATION  AND  PAROLE 

278.  Probation  Record,  1916-17.  1  v.  1848-71  in  Circuit  Court 
Record  (Common  Law),  entry  243;  1872-1915,  1918-  in  Crimin- 
al Record,  entry  247. 

Record  of  probationary  releases,  showing  names  of  defendant  and  sureties, 
nature  of  crime  or  offense,  date  of  release  pending  final  judgment,  and 
amount  of  bond.  Arr.  by  date  of  release.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  de- 
fendant.     Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.      310  p.  18  x  12  x  1.      Common  vlt.,  bsmt. 

279.  Parole  Record,  1897-98.       1  v. 

Copies  of  applications  for  parole,  showing  date,  names  of  prison  and  pris- 
oner, nature  of  crime,  term  of  sentence,  and  recommendations  of  state 
board  of  pardons.  Arr.  by  date  of  application.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr. 
fm.      485  p.  18  X  12  x  2.      Common  vlt.,  bsmt. 

NATURALIZATION 
(See  also  entry  198) 

280.  Naturalization  Service,  -  Petition  and  Record,     1875—.       14  v. 
(1,  1  not  numbered,  2-7,  3-5,  3  not  numbered). 

Copies  of  declarations  of  intention  and  petitions  for  naturalization,  show- 
ing date,  names  of  alien,  witnesses,  and  native  land,  oath  of  allegiance, 
statistical  and  personal  particulars  of  alien,  and  court  order  granting  citi- 
zenship. Arr.  by  date  of  petition.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  petitioner. 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  50  -  100  p.  8  x  6  x  1  -  18  x  12  x  1.  Cir.  clk.'s  off.,  1st 
fl. 
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Circuit  Court-Office  (281-283) 

Transactions;  Memorials 

OFFICE  TRANSACTIONS 

281.  Witness  Affidavits,  1895--.      8  v. 

Stub  record  of  affidavits  of  witnesses,  showing  date,  case  number,  term  of 
court,  number  of  days  of  service,  mileage,  and  amount  of  claim.  Arr.  by 
date  of  affidavit.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  225  p.  17  x  12  x  1.  5 
v.,  1895-1910,  attic  strm.,  3rd  fl.;  3  v.,  1911-,  cir.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

282.  Alimony  and  Cliild  Support,  1938-.  1  v.  (1).  1848-1916  in 
Fee  Book  (Law,  Criminal),  entry  265;  1917-37  in  Fee  Book 
(Chancery),  entry  266. 

Register  of  alimony  payments  for  child  support,  showing  name,  date,  and 
amount  of  payment,  case  and  order  book  numbers,  and  fee  book  and  page 
of  entry.  Arr.  by  case  no.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  recipient.  Hdw. 
under  pr.  hdgs.       296  p.  18  x  12  x  2.       Cir.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

MEMORIALS 

283.  Memorial  Record,  1928-.       1  v. 

Record  of  memorials  to  deceased  members  of  bar  association,  showing 
date  of  death,  personal  statistics,  and  notes  on  legal  and  public  service. 
Arr.  by  date  of  death.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  deceased.  Typed. 
640  p.  18  x  13  X  3.      Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 
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(Next  entry  284,  p.  185) 


VII.     SHERIFF 


The  sheriff,  by  constitutional  provision,  has  been  an  elected  officer  in 
Saline  County  from  the  organization  of  the  county,  in  1847,  to  the  present.^ 
The  term  of  his  office,  originally  set  at  two  years, =  is  now  four  years.*  In 
1880  it  was  provided,  by  constitutional  amendment,  that  no  person  elected 
to  the  office  of  sheriff  should  be  eligible  for  reelection  to  that  office  until 
four  years  after  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office.*  His  bond  in  this 
county  is  required  in  the  sum  of  $10,000  and  must  be  approved  by  the 
county  judge.^  Memoranda  of  this  bond  are  entered  at  large  upon  the  rec- 
ords of  the  county  court,  and  the  bond  is  filed  in  the  office  of  the  county 
clerk."  One  or  more  deputies  are  appointed  by  the  sheriff  in  accordance 
with  the  number  allowed  by  rule  of  the  circuit  court.  Compensation  of 
the  deputies  is  determined  by  the  county  board.'  The  sheriff  is  warden  of 
the  county  jail  and  has  custody  and  regulation  of  the  same  and  of  all  pris- 
oners.* To  assist  him  in  this  administration,  he  appoints  a  superintendent 
of  the  county  jail  for  whose  conduct  he  is  responsible,  and  whom  he  may 
remove  at  pleasure.* 

Essentially  without  change  for  over  one  hundred  years,  the  principal 
duties  of  the  sheriff  are  the  following: 

1.  To  act  as  conservator  of  the  peace,  with  power  to  arrest 
offenders  on  view." 

2.  To  attend,  in  person  or  by  deputy,  all  courts  of  record 
(city,  county,  probate,  circuit,  and  appellate  courts)  in 
his  county,  and  to  obey  the  orders  and  directions  of  the 
courts." 

3.  To  serve,  execute,  and  return  all  writs,  warrants,  pro- 
cess, orders,  and  decrees  legally  directed  to  him." 

4.  To  sell  real  or  personal  property  by  virtue  of  execution 
or  other  process." 


1.  Constitution  of  1818,  Art.  Ill,  sec.  11;  Constitution  of  1548,  Art.  VII,  sec.  7;  Constitution  of  1870, 
Art.  X,  sec.  8;  second  amendment  November  22,  1880,  to  the  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec  8; 
also  L.  1819,  p.   109,   110;   R.   S.   1874,  p.   989. 

2.  Constitution  of   1818,   Art.    Ill,   sec.    11;    Constitution   of   1848,   Art   VII,   sec.   7. 

3.  Constitution  of   1870,   Art.  X,   sec.   8. 

4.  Ibid.,    as   amended    November,    1880. 

5.  R.  S.  1874,  p.  989.  Cf.  R.  L.  1827,  p-  371.  Prior  to  the  organization  of  the  county  court,  the 
sheriff's  bond  and  securities  were  approved  by  the  circuit  court. 

6.  R.  S.  1845,  p.  514;   R.   S.  1874,   p.   989. 

7.  R.   L.   1827,  p.  373;   R.  S.  1845,   p.  515;   L  1869,   p.  399;   Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  9. 

8.  L  1819,  p.  Ill,  112;  R.  L.  1827,  p.  247-50;  L.  1831,  p.  103,  104,  106;  R.  L.  1833,  p.  574,  575; 
L  1845,  p.  8,  10,  19;  R.  S.  1845,  p.  133,  134,  515-17;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  616,  989-91;  L  1901, 
p.  137,  138;  L  1923,  p.  423,  426.  The  citations  also  Include  references  to  duties  not  Included  In 
the  general   outline  noted  above. 

9.  L  1923,  p.  423. 

10.  R.   L.  1827,   p.   372;   R.   S.   1845,   p.  515;   R.  S.   1874,   p.   990. 

11.  Ibid. 

12.  Ibid. 

13.  R.  L.  1827,  p.  334;  L.  1838-39,  p.  14-18,  20;  R.  S.  1845,  p.  302,  306,  307;  L  1871-72,  p.  505, 
507;  R.  S.  ]874,  p.  622,  623,  627-29 
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Sheriff-Process;  Jail  Records  (284-386) 

5.     To  send  fingerprints  of  criminals  to  the  State  Bureau  of 
Criminal  Identification  and  Investigation." 

In  the  course  of  the  sheriff's  many  detailed  duties  included  in  these 
broad  provisions,  the  following  records  may  be  kept  but  do  not  appear  in 
Saline  County: 

1.  Receipts  of  deliveries  of  prisoners  in  changes  of  venue." 

2.  Copies  of  reports  to  the  county  court  and  circuit  court." 

3.  Reports  of  pawnbrokers  on  loans  and  articles  pawned." 

4.  Data  of  identification  of  criminals  and  stolen  property.^* 
The  following  records  may  be  kept  and  do  appear: 

1.  Register  of  prisoners.^" 

2.  "Book  of  Accounts,"  including  records  of  fees  and  dis- 
bursements.^ 

3.  Docket  of  executions. 

4.  Process  docket. 

PROCESS 

284.  Execution  Docket,  1883--.       4  v.  (2-5). 

Sheriff's  docket  of  executions,  showing  case  number,  names  of  plaintiff 
and  defendant,  type  of  action,  amounts  of  judgment  and  fees,  dates  of 
judgment,  execution,  and  return,  and  court  of  issue.  Arr.  alph.  by  name 
of  plaintiff.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  241  p.  12  x  12  x  2.  Sh's 
off.,  1st  fl. 

285.  Sheriffs  Process  Docket,  1933-.       1  v.  (1). 

Docket  of  process  service,  showing  case  number,  names  of  plaintiff,  de- 
fendant, attorneys,  and  process  server,  dates  of  issuance,  receipt,  service, 
and  return,  amounts  of  fees  earned  and  received,  court  of  issue,  and  re- 
marks. Also  contains  Register  of  Fees,  1933—,  entry  287,  including 
Journal  (Fees  for  Executions  Served),  entry  288.  Arr.  by  date  of  issuance. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  defendant.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  212  p.  16  x 
12  x  2.       Sh's  off.,  1st  fl. 

JAIL.  RECORDS 

286.  Register  of  Prisoners,   1873-.       9   v.    (5   not   numbered,    2-5). 
Missing:  1890-1912.       Title  varies:  Jail  Record. 

Register  of  persons  committed  to  county  jail,  showing  names  of  sheriff  and 
prisoner,  description  and  number  of  prisoner,  date,  term,  and  type  of  sen- 
tence, dates  of  commitment  and  discharge,  amount  of  fees,  and  remarks. 
Arr.  by  prisoner's  no.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  prisoner.  Hdw.  under 
pr.  hdgs.  250  p.  18  x  12  x  2.  2  v.  not  numbered,  1873-89,  1913-14,  attic 
strm.,  3rd  fl.;  3  v.  not  numbered,  2-5,  1915-,  sh.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 


14. 

L  1931,  p.  465. 

15. 

R.  S.  1874,  p.  1096. 

16. 

Ibid.,  p.  617;  L  1923,  p.  424;  L.  1933,  p.  678. 

17. 

L.  1909,  p.  301. 

18. 

L  1931,  p.  465. 

19. 

R.  S.  1874,  p.  617;  L.  1923,  p.  424. 

20. 

L  1871-72,  p.  450,  451;  L.  1873-74,  p.  104,  105 
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Sheriff -Fees,  Receipts, 
and  Expenditures 


(287-288) 


FEES,  RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES 


287. 


Register  of  Fees,  1873-1926.       6  v.  (3  not  numbered,  2,  3,  1  not 
numbered).       Title     varies:       Sheriff's  Receipts  and  Expendi- 
ture Account  Book.       1927-32,     destroyed;     1933-  in  Sheriffs 
Process  Docket,  entry  285. 
Sheriff's  register  of  receipts  and  expenditures,  showing  case  number,  title 
of  cause,  name  of  payer,  date  and  amount  of  receipt,  date,     amount,     and 
purpose  of  payment,     and  name  of  payee.       Also  contains     Journal  (Fees 
for  Executions  Served),  1873-1905,  1909-26,  entry  288.       Arr.     by  date     of 
transaction.      No  index.      Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.      500  p.  18  x  12  x  2.      3  v. 
not  numbered,  1873-1910,  attic  strm.,  3rd  fl.;  v.  2,  3,  1  not  numbered,  1911- 
26,  sh.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

288.  Journal  (Fees  for  Executions  Served),  1906-8.  1  v.  1873-1905, < 
1909-26  in  Register  of  Fees,  entry  287;  1933-  in  Sheriff's  Pro- 
cess Docket,  entry  285. 
Sheriff's  record  of  fees  received  for  service  of  execution,  showing  case 
number,  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and  sheriff,  the  amount  of  fee,  date, 
and  name  of  payer.  Arr.  by  date  of  transaction.  No  index.  Hdw.  on 
pr.  fm.      500  p.  14  x  9  x  1.       Sh.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 
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(Next  entry  289,  p.  188) 

VIII.     CORONER 

The  coroner's  office  in  Saline  County  has  continued  in  existence  from 
the  organization  of  the  county,  in  1847,  to  the  present.^  The  coroner  is 
elected  by  the  county  electorate  for  a  four-year  term.^  After  certification 
of  his  election  by  the  county  clerk,  filing  of  his  bond,  and  taking  oath  of 
office,  he  receives  his  commission  from  the  Governor.^  The  coroner's  bond 
in  this  county  is  required  in  the  sum  of  $5,000  and  must  be  approved  by  the 
county  judge.*  The  inquest  duties  of  this  official  have  changed  little  over 
a  period  of  more  than  a  century.  The  coroner  acts  as  a  conservator  of 
the  peace  with  powers  equal  to  those  of  sheriff  in  this  respect  and  serves 
as  a  ministerial  officer  of  the  courts  in  the  absence  or  disqualification  of 
the  sheriff;  he  also  performs  all  the  other  duties  of  the  latter  when  the 
office  is  vacant.' 

The  most  important  function  of  the  coroner  is  to  hold  inquests  over 
the  bodies  of  persons  supposed  to  have  come  to  their  death  by  violence, 
casualty,  or  other  undue  means.  When  notification  of  such  death  is  re- 
ceived, the  coroner  proceeds  to  the  body,  takes  charge  of  it,  and  summons  a 
jury  composed  of  six  men  from  the  vicinity  in  which  the  body  was  found. 
The  jury  is  instructed  to  assemble  at  a  stated  time  and  place,  to  view  the 
body  and  to  inquire  into  the  cause  and  manner  of  the  death.  If  the  in- 
quest is  continued  and  a  vacancy  should  occur  on  the  jury,  the  coroner  is 
allowed  to  fill  such  a  vacancy." 

To  the  custody  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  are  returned  the  ver- 
dict of  the  jury,  and  such  recognizances  as  may  be  given  the  coroner  by 
witnesses  whose  testimony  implicates  any  person  as  the  unlawful  slayer  of 
the  deceased.'  In  his  own  office,  the  coroner  files  and  preserves  the 
record  of  such  testimony."*  The  coroner  also  keeps  one  record  which  he 
originates,  the  "inquest  record."  This  record  recapitulates  all  the  data 
involved  in  the  entire  inquest  procedure  and  includes  an  inventory  and  ac- 
counting of  the  personal  property  and  money  of  the  deceased." 

Deputy  coroners  appointed  by  this  official  assist  him  in  the  perform- 
ance of  the  duties  of  his  office.  The  number  of  deputies  is  set  by  rule  of 
the  circuit  court,  and  their  compensation  is  determined  by  the  county 
board  of  supervisors.      The  bond  or  securities  of  these  assistants  are  taken 

by  the  coroner,  and  the  oath  to  which  each  subscribes  is  filed  in  the  county 
clerk's  office.^" 


1.  Constitution  of  1818,  Art.  Ill,  sec.  11;  L.  1849,  Second  Sess.,  p.  7;  Constitution  of  1870,  Art  X, 
see.  8. 

2.  The  office  is  constitutional  and  elective  (Constitution  of  1818,  Art.  Ill,  sec.  11;  Constitution  of 
1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  8).  The  term,  formerly  tv/o  years,  is  now  four  years  (second  amendment,  November 
22,   1880,   to   Constitution  of  1870,  Art.   X,    sec.   8). 

3.  R.  S.  1845,  p.  514;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  231. 

4.  R.  S.  1874,  p.  281. 

5.  L  1819,  p.  Ill,  160;  L.  1821,  p.  20-23;  L.  1825,  p.  63,  64;  R.  L.  1827,  p.  246-50,  372,  373, 
375;  R.  S.  1845,  p.  515,  517;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  281,  282. 

6.  L  1821,  p.  22-24;  R.  S.  1845,  p.  517,  518;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  282-84;  L.  1879,  p.  82;  L.  1907, 
p.  213;  L  1919,  p.  403,  404;  L  1931,  p.  388,  389. 

7.  L  1821,  p.  24,  25;  R.  S.  1845,  p.  518;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  283. 

8.  L  1869,  p.  104,  105;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  283;  L.  1907,  p.  213,  214;  L  1919,  p.  293,  294. 

9.  L  1821,  p.  25,  26;  R  S.  1874,  p.  283. 

10.     Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.   9;   L   1881,  p.  63, 
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CJoroner  (289-291) 

289.  Inquests,  1900.       4  f.  b. 

Coroner's  inquest  papers  showing  inquest  number,  name  of  deceased, 
witnesses,  jurors,  and  coroner,  date,  cause,  and  place  of  death,  sex,  age, 
and  residence  of  deceased,  oath  and  testimony  of  witnesses,  verdict  of 
jury,  coroner's  certificate  of  cause  of  death,  and  disposition  of  personal  ef- 
fects. Arr.  by  inquest  no.  1900-1902,  1913-,  no  index;  for  index  1903- 
12,  see  entry  290.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  12  x  18  x  24.  3  f.  b.,  1900-1936, 
common  vlt.,  bsmt.;  1  f.  b.,  1937-,  cor.'s  residence,  Stonefort,  Illinois. 

290.  Index  To  Coroner's  Inquest,  1903-12.       1  v. 

Index  to  Inquests,  entry  289,  showing  name  of  deceased,  date,  and  inquest 
number.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  deceased.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  600  p. 
18  X  12  X  2.      Common  vlt.,  bsmt. 

291.  Coroner's  Record,  1909-.       9  v.  (2-10). 

Record  of  coroner's  inquests,  showing  names  of  deceased,  jurors,  and  wit- 
nesses, place  and  date  of  death,  date  of  inquest,  oath  and  testimony  of  wit- 
nesses, verdict  of  jury,  and  disposition  of  personal  effects  of  deceased. 
Arr.  by  date  of  inquest.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  deceased.  Hdw.  under 
pr.  hdgs.  575  p.  18  x  12  x  2.  V.  2-6,  1909-20,  common  vlt.,  bsmt.;  v. 
7-10,  1921—,  cor.'s  residence,  Stonefort,  Illinois. 
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(Next  entry  292,  p.  191) 

IX.     STATE'S    ATTORNEY 

In  Saline  County,  since  its  organization  in  1847,  the  state's  attorney 
has  commenced  and  prosecuted  in  courts  of  record  all  actions  in  which  the 
people  of  the  state  or  county  were  concerned.^  Legislation  enacted  in 
1835,  provided  that  the  state's  attorney  be  appointed  by  the  General  As- 
sembly.- This  provision  remained  effective  until  1848,  when  the  state's 
attorney  became  an  elective  officer  of  the  circuit  district  electorate.^  At 
this  time  his  services  also  were  expanded  to  include  the  newly  created 
county  court.  Finally,  the  present  constitution  made  the  office  elective 
in  and  for  each  county.'  Bond  in  the  sum  of  $5,000  has  been  required 
since  1872.''  From  the  creation  of  this  office  in  the  state  until  the  pres- 
ent, the  state's  attorney  has  continued  to  receive  his  commission  from  the 
Governor  for  the  tenure  of  his  office."  In  1835  his  tenn  was  set  at  two 
years."  Then,  in  1849,  the  state's  attorney's  office  became  elective  by  the 
district  electorate  for  a  four-year  term,  the  first  term,  however,  being  only 
for  three  years  and  ending  in  1852.'*  In  Saline  County  the  state's  attorney 
receives  an  annual  salary  of  $4,500,  with  an  additional  $400  paid  by  the 
state.  Statutory  fee  rates  are  allowed  him  for  convictions  on  specified 
offenses  and  crimes  before  justices  of  the  peace,  police  magistrates,  county 
and  circuit  courts.  Also,  rates  are  established  for  preliminary  examina- 
tions of  defendants,  for  attendance  at  trials,  and  for  appeals.  These  sev- 
eral fees  and  rates  make  up  a  county  fund  from  which  is  paid  his  salary." 

The  duties  of  the  state's  attorney  are  the  following: 

1.  To  commence  and  prosecute  all  actions,  suits,  indict- 
ments, and  prosecutions,  civil  or  criminal,  in  any  court 

of  record  in  his  county  in  which  the  people  of  the  state 
or  county  may  be  concerned. 

2.  To  prosecute  all  forfeited  bonds  and  recognizances  and 
all  actions  and  proceedings  for  the  recovery  of  debts, 
revenues,  moneys,  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures  ac- 
cruing to  the  state  or  his  county,  or  to  any  school  dis- 
trict in  his  county;  also  to  prosecute  all  suits  in  his 
county  against  railroads  or  transportation  companies, 
which  may  be  prosecuted  in  the  name  of  the  people  of 
the  State  of  Illinois. 

3.  To  commence  and  prosecute  all  actions  and  proceed- 
ings brought  by  any  county  officer  in  his  official  ca- 
pacity. 

4.  To  defend  all  actions  and  proceedings  brought  against 
his  county  or  against  any  county  or  state  officer,  in  his 
official  capacity,  in  his  county. 


1.  R.  L.  1827,  p.  79,  80;  L  1835,  p.  44;  R.  S.  1845,  p.  76;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  173,  174. 

2.  L  1835,  p.  44. 

3.  Constitution  of  1848,   Art.  V,   sec.   21. 

4.  Constitution  of   1870,   Art.   VI,   sec.   22;   R.   S.   1874,   p.   172. 

5.  L  1871-72,  p.  189. 

6.  R.  L.  1833,  p.  98;   L.  1835,   p.  44;   Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,   sec.   28;   Constitution  of  1870, 
Art.   VI,   sec.   22;   R.   S.   1874,   p.   172. 

7.  L  1835,  0.  44 

8.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  21;   Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.  22. 

9.  L  1871-72,  p.  422;  L  1873-74,  p.  104,  105;  L.  1909,  p.  231-33;  L.  1929,  p.  474-76;  L  1937, 
p.  607. 
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state's  Attorney 

5.  To  attend  the  examination  of  all  persons  brought  before 
any  judge  on  habeas  corpus  when  the  prosecution  is  in 
his  county. 

6.  To  attend  before  justices  of  the  peace  and  prosecute 
charges  of  felony  or  misdemeanor  for  which  the  offend- 
er is  required  to  be  recognized  and  to  appear  before  a 
court  of  record  when  it  is  within  his  power  to  do  so. 

7.  To  give  his  opinion  without  fee  or  reward,  to  any  county 
officer  or  justice  of  the  peace  in  his  county  upon  any 
question  of  law  relating  to  any  criminal  or  other  matter 
in  which  the  people  of  the  state  or  county  may  be 
concerned. 

8.  To  assist  the  Attorney  General  whenever  it  may  be  nec- 
essary, and  in  cases  of  appeal  or  writ  of  error  from  his 
county  to  the  supreme  court,  to  which  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  Attorney  General  to  attend,  he  shall,  a  reasonable 
time  before  the  trial  of  such  appeal  or  writ  of  error, 
furnish  the  Attorney  General  with  a  brief,  showing  the 
nature  of  the  case  and  the  questions  involved. 

9.  To  pay  all  moneys  received  by  him  in  trust,  without  de- 
lay, to  the  officer  who  by  law  is  entitled  to  their  cus- 
tody. 

10.  To  perform  such  other  and  further  duties  as  may  from 
time  to  time  be  enjoined  upon  him  by  law. 

11.  To  appear  in  all  proceedings  by  collectors  of  taxes 
against  delinquent  taxpayers  for  judgment  to  sell  real 
estate,  and  to  see  that  all  the  necessary  preliminary 
steps  have  been  legally  taken  to  make  the  judgment 
legal  and  binding." 

12.  To  enforce  the  collection  of  all  fines,  forfeitures,  and 
penalties  imposed  or  incurred  in  the  courts  of  record  in 
his  county;  and  to  report  to  the  circuit  court  on  the  col- 
lection of  these  moneys." 

For  reports  of  state's  attorney,  see  entries  37,  267,  269. 


10.  R.  S.  1845,  p.  76;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  172-74. 

11.  L  1909,  p.  406;   L  1912,   Third   Sp.   Sess.,   p.   88,   89;   L  1929,   p.   475. 

—190— 


(292-293) 

X.     SUPERVISOR    OF   ASSESSMENTS 

The  county  supervisor  of  assessments,  with  the  aid  of  the  township 
assessors  in  Saline  County,  is  responsible  for  the  assessment  of  property 
upon  which  the  township,  district,  county,  state,  and  other  taxes  are  levied. 
Principally,  these  officers  annually  revise  the  assessment  of  property,  cor- 
rect the  same  upon  complaint,  and  quadrennially  assess  real  and  personal 
property.^  Many  statutory  provisions  have  regulated  this  function  in  Sa- 
line County.  Early  laws  fixed  the  value  of  the  several  categories  of  real 
and  personal  property,  leaving  to  the  assessing  officer  only  limited  discre- 
tion.2 

Property  assessments  in  Saline  County  were  made  by  the  county 
treasurer''  until  1890  when  township  organization  was  instituted,*  and  as- 
sessments were  made  by  township  assessors,  elected  one  in  each  township 
annually.^ 

Between  1849  and  1898,  the  assessing  officers  in  Saline  County  re- 
ceived their  assessment  lists  from,  and  reported  assessments  to,  the  county 
clerk."  In  the  latter  year,  the  legislature  provided  that  the  county  treas- 
urer should  be  ex-officio  supervisor  of  assessments."  From  that  date  un- 
til the  present,  the  township  assessors  have  worked  under  the  direction  of, 
and  reported  the  assessment  of  property  to,  the  county  treasurer,  acting 
in  this  ex-officio  capacity.  Every  assessor  is  bonded  in  the  sum  of  $500. 
Bond  for  the  supervisor  of  assessments  is  $2,000  or  such  larger  sum  as  the 
county  board  may  determine.^ 

For  other  taxation  records,  see  entries  1,  2,  24,  29,  30,  40,  43-64,     87, 
170,  171,  295-305,  350-367. 

292.  (Telephone  and  Telegraph  Taxes),  1885-.       2  v. 

Schedules  of  taxes  on  telephone  and  telegraph  properties,  showing  name  of 
company,  legal  description  of  property,  tax  spread,  valuation,  tax  rate, 
and  date.  Arr.  by  date  of  schedule.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  236  p. 
17 Vz  X  llVa  x  1.  1  v.,  1885-1918,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl.;  1  v.,  1919-, 
treas.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

293.  Corporation  Schedules,  Railroad  Schedules,  1901-.  3  f.  b. 
Corporation  and  railroad  tax  schedules  showing  name  and  address  of  cor- 
poration or  railroad,  date  of  schedule,  amount,  location,  and  legal  de- 
scription of  property,  amount  of  personal  property  and  rolling  stock,  and 
names  of  stockholders.  No  obvious  arr.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 
101/2  x  5  X  14.      Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 


1.  L.  1871-72,  p.  20-22;  L.  1879,  p.  243;  L.  1881,  p.  134;  L  1891,  p.  187;  L  1898,  p.  37,  40,  44; 
L  1903,  p.  295,  296;  L  1923,  p.  491,  492,  50 1,  505;  L  1927,  p.  713,  714;  L.  1928,  Sp.  Scss., 
p.   106;   L.   1931-32,    First  Sp.   Sess.,   p.  66. 

2.  L  1819,  p.  313-19;  L.  1825,  p.  173;  L.  1839,  p.  4  6;  L.  1840,  p.  4;  L.  1845,  p.  6. 

3.  L  1843,  p.  231,  237;  L.  1853,  p.  46;  L  1873,  p.  74.  From  1827  to  1839  property  assessments 
were  made  by  the  county  treasurer  (R.  L.  1827,  p.  330),  and  from  1839  to  1844  by  district  as- 
sessors  (L.   1839,   p.   4). 

4.  Saline  County  adopted  township  organization   in  1889,   but  the  change  was  not  effective  until    1890. 

5.  L  1851,  p.  38,  54-57;  L.  1853,  p.  14,  15;  L.  1855,  p.  35,  37;  L.  1871-72,  p.  20-24. 

6.  L.  1849,  p.  121,  128;  L.  1849,  Second  Sess,  p.  38;  L  1853,  p.  14,  17,  47,  49,  50;  L  1871-72, 
p.  19,  20,  22,  23. 

7.  L  1898,  p.  36,  37. 

8.  Ibid.,  p.  38,  39;  L.  1923,  p.  493,  494;  L.  1927,  p.  743,  744. 
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Supervisor  of  Assessments 
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(294) 

4  cartons,     1   bdl., 


Schedule  of  Personal  Property,   1919—, 

3  boxes,  36  f.  d. 

Personal  property  schedules  showing  name  of  owner,  school  district  num- 
ber, itemized  list  and  value  of  property,  date  of  filing,  and  signature  of  as- 
sessor. Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  taxpayer.  No  index.  Hdw.  and  typed  on 
pr.  fm.  Cartons,  18  x  20  x  15;  bdl.,  12  x  18  x  12;  boxes,  16  x  18  x  12; 
f.  d.,  10  X  5  x  12.  4  cartons,  1  bdl.,  3  boxes,  1919-35,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl.; 
36  f.  d.,  1936--,  treas.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 
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(Next  entry  295,  p.  194) 

XI.     BOARD    OF   REVIEW 

The  authority  to  assess,  equalize,  and  review  or  revise  the  assessment 
of  property,  an  important  aspect  of  the  revenue  procedure,  is  exercised  by 
the  board  of  review.^  Early  legislation  provided  for  appeals  from  as- 
sessments to  the  county  commissioners'  court.  The  court  was  empowered 
to  review  and  revise  assessments  on  real  and  personal  property.^  In  1849, 
when  the  county  court  succeeded  the  county  commissioners'  court  in  Sa- 
line County,  appeals  were  made  to  that  body.''  This  provision  remained 
effective  until  1873  when  the  board  of  county  commissioners  became  the 
administrative  body  and  heard  all  appeals.^  When  township  organization 
was  instituted  in  1890"  this  jurisdiction  was  given  to  the  town  board  com- 
posed of  the  township  supervisor,  clerk,  and  assessor."  The  board  of  sup- 
ervisors in  their  annual  meeting  examined  the  assessment  rolls  in  the  sev- 
eral towns  to  ascertain  whether  the  valuations  in  one  town  bore  just  rela- 
tion to  the  valuation  in  all  other  towns  in  the  county,  and  was  empowered 
to  increase  or  diminish  the  aggregate  valuation  of  real  estate  in  any  town 
accordingly.  They  could  make  whatever  alterations  in  the  description  of 
the  lands  of  nonresidents  they  deemed  necessary,  and  were  required  to  as- 
sess the  value  of  any  lands  omitted  by  the  assessor."  In  1890  the  duties 
of  the  board  of  supervisors  with  regard  to  assesments  were  the  following: 

1.  To  assess  omitted  property. 

2.  To  review  assessments  upon  complaint. 

3.  To  hear  and  determine  the  application  of  any  person 
assessed  on  property  claimed  to  be  exempt  from  taxa- 
tion. 

4.  To  ascertain  whether  the  valuation  in  one  town  or  dis- 
trict bore  just  relation  to  the  valuation  in  all  towns  or 
districts  in  the  county  and  adjust  the  assessment.^ 

In  1898  this  authority  was  transferred  to  the  newly  created  board  of 
review,  composed  of  the  chairman  of  the  county  board  who  became  ex- 
officio  chairman  of  the  board  of  review,  the  county  clerk,  and  one  citizen 
appointed  by  the  county  judge."  Since  1923  the  board  has  consisted  of  the 
chairman  of  the  county  board  as  ex-officio  chairman  of  the  board  of  re- 
view, and  two  citizens  appointed  by  the  county  judge.  The  members  of 
the  board  select  their  own  clerk.  The  two  citizen  members  are  appointed 
alternately  for  a  two-year  term.'" 

Today,  the  board  of  review  in  Saline  County  is  required  to  assess  tax- 
able property  omitted  from  the  regular  assessment,  to  review  and  correct 
assessments  on  property  claimed  to  be  incorrectly  assessed,  to  increase  or 
reduce  the  entire  assessment  if,  in  their  opinion,  it  has  not  been  made  upon 


1.  L.  1898,  p.  16-49;  L.  1915,  p.  566-70;  L.  1919,  p.  727;  L.  1923,  p.  496-502;  L.  1930,  Sp.  Sess., 
p.  85-90;  L.  1931-32,  First  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  71,  75-78;  L.  1935,  p.  1163-66. 

2.  L.  1839,  p.  7;  L.  1845,  p.  8;  L.  1843,  p.  237;  R.  S.  1845,  p.  441. 

3.  L  1849,  p.  65 

4.  L.  1873-74,  p.  79,  80. 

5.  Saline   County  adopted   township   organization   in   1889,   but  the  change  was  rot  effective  until    1890. 

6.  L.   1851,   p.   56;    L   1871-72,    p.    21,    22,    24,    25. 

7.  L  1851,  p.  57,  58;   L.  1871-72,  p.  24,  25. 

8.  L.  1871-72,  p.  24,  25. 

9.  L.   1898,   p.   46. 

10.  L.   1923,    p.   496,   497;    L.   1931-32,    First   Sp.   Sess.,   p.   71,    72. 
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Board  of  Review  (295-298) 

the  proper  basis,  to  hear  and  determine  the  application  of  any  person  as- 
sessed on  property  claimed  to  be  exempt  from  taxation,  and  to  correct  er- 
rors or  mistakes,  except  errors  of  judgment,  as  to  the  valuation  of  any 
property,  any  time  before  judgment." 

For  other  taxation  records,  see  entries     1,  2,     24,  29,  30,  40,  43-64,  87, 
170,  171,  292-294,  299-305,  350-367. 

295.  Tax  Objections,  1912-.       3  f.  b. 

Tax  objections  and  applications  for  objections  to  tax  sale,  showing  name 
and  address  of  applicant  or  objector,  legal  description  of  property,  amounts 
of  assessments,  payment,  and  delinquency,  reasons  for  objection,  and  orders 
of  board.  No  obvious  arr.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  101/2  x  5  x  14. 
Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

296.  (Board  of  Review  Records),  1899-.       2  v. 

Record  of  proceedings  of  board  of  review,  showing  date,  oath  of  members 
assuming  office,  names  of  board  members  and  complainant,  cause  for  com- 
plaint, legal  description  of  property,  and  action  taken  by  board.  Also 
contains  Complaint  Docket  (Board  of  Review),  1910-,  entry  297.  Arr.  by 
date  of  proceedings.  No  index.  Hdw.  485  p.  17 V2  x  llVz  x  2^^.  1  v., 
1899-1934,  CO.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl.;  1  v.,  1935-,  co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

297.  Complaint  Docket  (Board  of  Review),  1899-1909.      1  v.       1910- 
in  (Board  of  Review  Records),  entry  296. 

Docket  of  tax  complaints,  showing  number,  date,  and  cause  of  complaint, 
name  of  complainant,  legal  description  of  property,  assessed  value,  value 
as  alleged  by  complainant,  and  findings  and  orders  of  board.  Arr.  by 
date  of  complaint.  No  index.  Hdw.  480  p.  18  x  12  x  2.  Co.  clk.'s 
vlt.,  1st  fl. 

298.  Correction  of  Back  Taxes,  1872-82.       1  v. 

Record  of  corrections  in  back  taxes,  showing  name  and  address  of  owner, 
legal  description  of  property,  total  tax,  cost,  and  interest.  Arr.  by  date 
of  correction.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  300  p.  17  x  14  x  1. 
Attic  strm.,  3rd  fl. 


11.  L.  1898,  p.  46-49;  L  1915,  p.  566-70;  L.  1919,  p.  727,  L  1923,  p.  496-502;  L  1930,  Sp. 
Sess.,  p.  85-90;  L  1931-32,  First  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  70,  71,  75-78;  L  1935,  p.  1163-66. 
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(Next  entry  299,  p.  196) 

XII.     COLLECTOR 

Tax  collections  in  Saline  County  were  made  by  the  sheriff>  until  1890 
when  township  organization  was  instituted,"  when  they  became  the  joint 
responsibility  of  the  townships  and  the  county,  with  the  county  treasurer 
acting  as  ex-officio  county  collector.^ 

Under  this  plan,  town  collectors,  elected  one  in  each  township,*  made 
collections  of  resident  property  taxes,''  while  nonresident  and  delinquent 
taxes  were  collected  by  the  county  treasurer."  By  the  terms  of  an  act  of 
1855,  the  town  collectors  were  required  to  return  their  tax  lists  or  books 
to  the  county  collector  who  delivered  them  to  the  county  clerk."  This 
provision  was  changed  in  1872  by  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  which 
provided  that  the  county  collector  should  make  an  annual  sworn  statement 
to  the  county  clerk,  showing  the  total  amount  of  each  kind  of  tax  col- 
lected, the  amount  received  from  each  town  collector,  and  the  amount  col- 
lected by  himself.* 

The  collection  procedure  in  Saline  County  was  altered  in  1917  when 
the  legislature  provided  for  .the  abolishment  of  the  office  of  town  collector 
in  counties  with  fewer  than  one  hundred  thousand  inhabitants,  the  county 
collector  to  be  ex-officio  town  collector  in  such  counties."  As  Saline 
County  never  attained  this  population  minimum,^''  the  county  collector  has 
continued  to  make  collections  for  the  townships  as  well  as  for  the  county." 

The  county  collector  is  bonded  in  an  amount  determined  upon  by  the 
county  board  in  addition  to  that  bond  required  of  him  as  coimty  treasurer." 
Under  statutory  provisions,  he  collects  taxes  for  the  state,  county,  and 
other  governmental  agencies,  and  pays  to  the  proper  authorities  the  amount 
in  his  hands  payable  to  them.^^  He  also  settles  annually  with  the  county 
board."  He  prepares  an  annual  list  of  delinquent  property  and  files  it 
with  the  county  clerk,^^  advertises  his  intention  of  applying  for  judgment 
for  sale  of  delinquent  lands  and  lots,^"  and  is  required  to  attend,  in  person 


1.  L.  1843,  p.  234;  L  1853,  p.  99.  From  1827  to  1839  tax  collections  were  made  by  the  sheriff 
(R.  L.  1827,  p.  370,  374),  and  from  1839  to  1843,  by  a  county  collector,  an  appointee  of  the 
county  commissioners'   court   (L.   1838-39,   p.   7). 

2.  Saline   County  adopted   township   organization   in   1889,   but  the  change  was   not  effective   until   1890. 

3.  L.  1851,  p.  38,  59-64;  L.  1853,   p.  67. 

4.  L  1851,  p.  38. 

5.  Ibid.,   p.  59. 

6.  Ibid.,    p.    53. 

7.  L    1855,    p.    37. 

8.  L  1871-72,  p.  56,  57;  L  1873-74,  p.  56;  L.  1930,  First  Sp.  Ssss.,  p.  66,  67;  L.  1931,  p.  756; 
L.  1931-32,  First  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  112;  L.  1933,  p.  873,  921;  L.  1933-34,  Third  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  220; 
L.   1935,   p.    1156,    1213;    L.    1935-36,    Fourth   Sp.    Sess.,    p.   69,    70. 

9.  L  1917,   p.  793. 

10.  The  population  of  Saline  County  was  30,204   in  1910;   38,353   in   1920;   and   37,100   in   1930   (Popu- 
lation  Bulletin,   p.   9). 

11.  L  1925,  p.  605;  L  1929,  p.  774,  775;   L  1931,  p.  905-8;   L  1933,  p.  1115,  1116. 

12.  L  1871-72,  p.  36;  L.  1931,  p.  748;  L  1931-32,  First  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  85,  86;  L  1933-34,  Third  Sp. 
Sess.,   p.   225,   226. 

13.  L.  1871-72,  p.  56-59;   L.  1933,   p.   922;   L.   1935,   p.    1156,    1213;    L   1935-36,    Fourth   Sp.   Sess., 
p.   68,   69. 

14.  L  1871-72,  p.  55;  L  1935,   p.  1155,  1156. 

15.  L.  1898,   p.  51;   L.  1931,   p.   759. 

16.  L  1871-72,  p.  44;  L  1937,  p.  1010. 
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Collector-Collection  (299-303) 

and  Settlement 

or  by  deputy,  all  tax  sales  resulting  from  this  action."  The  county  clerk, 
in  person  or  by  deputy,  is  also  required  to  attend  all  tax  sales.^'  At  such 
sales,  the  clerk  and  collector  note  and  make  entry  of  all  tax  sales  and  for- 
feitures to  the  state.^" 

The  county  collector  is  required  to  keep  his  records  as  collector  of 
taxes  separate  from  his  records  as  county  treasurer.^  The  records  of  the 
collector's  office  include  duplicates  of  receipts  issued  to  taxpayers,  state 
auditor's  and  county  clerk's  certification  of  the  collector's  settlement  with 
them,  duplicates  of  the  collector's  reports,  delinquent  property  records,  and 
tax  sale  and  forfeiture  records. 

For  other  taxation  records,  see  entries  1,  2,  24,  29,  30,  40,  43-64,  87, 
170,  171,  292-298,  350-367. 

COLLECTION    AND    SETTLEMENT 

299.  Statement  of  Taxes,  1904--.       4  v.   (1-4). 

County  collector's  account  of  tax  collections  paid  over  by  township  col- 
lectors, showing  names  of  townships  and  township  collectors,  total  amount 
to  be  collected  in  each  township,  dates  and  amounts  of  payments,  and  town  ■ 
ship  collectors'  signatures  for  receipts  issued  by  county  collector.  Arr. 
by  twp.  no.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  420  p.  18  x  12  x  2.  V.  1,  2, 
1904-18,  attic  strm.,  3rd  fl.;  v.  3,  4,  1919-,  treas.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

300.  County  Collector's  Statements  of  School  Tax,     1904--.       4     v. 
(1-4). 

Collector's  statements  of  school  taxes,  showing  date,  school  district  num- 
ber, tax  spread,  amounts  of  total  tax,  collection,  and  delinquency,  and  re- 
ceipts of  county  treasurer.  Arr.  by  school  district  no.  No  index.  Hdw. 
on  pr.  fm.  290  p.  18  x  12  x  1.  V.  1,  2,  1904-28,  attic  strm.,  3rd  fl.;  v.  3. 
4,  1929-,  treas.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

301.  Tax  Receipts,  1934-.       3  f.  b. 

Duplicate  tax  receipts,  showing  receipt  number,  name  and  address  of  tax- 
payer, description,  location,  and  valuation  of  property,  interest  on  delin- 
quent taxes,  date,  and  names  of  collector  and  deputy.  Arr.  alph.  by  name 
of  taxpayer.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  6%  x  10  x  25.  Treas.'s 
off.,  1st  fl. 

302.  Memoranda  of  Taxes,  1877-1923.       5  v. 

Statement  of  taxes  collected  by  town  collectors,  and  ledger  of  distribution 
of  tax  moneys  to  various  funds,  showing  date  of  statement,  amounts  of  tax 
collections,  delinquency,  and  allocations,  and  total  collections.  Also  con- 
tains County  Treasurer's  Appropriation  Ledger,  entry  307.  Arr.  by  date 
of  statement.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  fund.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs. 
440  p.  16  X  12  X  11/2.       Attic  strm.,  3rd  fl. 

308.     Statement  of  Accoimt  With  Town  CoUectors,  1898-1911.       2  v. 
(1,  2). 
Statements  of  town  collectors'  accounts  with  county  collector,  showing  an- 


17.  L  1871-72,  p.  48;  L  1930,  First  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  64. 

18.  L  1871-72,  p.  48. 

19.  Ibid.,  L  1933,  p.  886. 

20.  L.  1917,  p.  664,  665;  L.  1930,  First  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  60-62;   L  1935,  p.  1149-58. 
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Collector-Delinquent  (804-305) 

Tax,  Abatement 

nual  amounts  of  taxes  due,  total  amount  of  collections,  tax  spread,  and 
dates  of  settlements.  Arr.  by  date  of  settlement.  No  index.  Hdw.  on 
pr.  fm.      195  p.  17  x  12%  x  11/2.      Attic  strm.,  3rd  fl. 


DELINQUENT  TAX,  ABATEMENT 

304.  Abatement  List,  1934-.  3  v. 
Lists  of  tax  abatements,  showing  name  of  owner,  legal  description  of 
property,  value,  equalized  value  as  fixed  by  state  board,  road  and  school 
district  numbers,  tax  spread,  total  tax  abatements,  and  remarks.  Arr. 
by  district  no.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  120  p.  14  x  34  x  %. 
Treas.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

805.  Credit  Book  (Delinquent  Taxes),  1927-29.  2  v.  (3,  3). 
County  collector's  lists  of  delinquent  taxes  for  which  he  requests  credit 
from  county  clerk,  showing  name  of  property  owner,  amount  of  delinquent 
tax,  tax  spread,  total  amount  of  delinquent  taxes,  and  book,  page,  and  line 
in  assessor's  book.  Arr.  by  page  and  line  no.  in  assessor's  books.  No 
index.      470  p.  18  x  13  x  lYz.      Attic  strm.,  3rd  fl. 


-197— 


(306) 

XIII.     TREASURER 

In  Saline  County  the  treasurer  has  been  an  elective  official  since  its 
organization  in  1847. ^  He  is  commissioned  by  the  Governor  for  a  four- 
year  term.^  In  1880,  by  amendment  of  the  constitution  of  1870,  it  was 
provided  that  no  treasurer  be  eligible  for  reelection  to  the  office  until  four 
years  after  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office.*  The  penal  sum  of  the 
treasurer's  bond  and  his  securities  are  determined  by  the  county  board.* 
Upon  request  of  the  treasurer,  the  board  designates  the  bank  in  which  the 
public  funds  are  to  be  deposited. 

In  the  performance  of  his  duties,  the  treasurer  receives  the  county 
revenue,  has  custody  of  its  funds,  and  disburses  them  in  accordance  with 
orders  of  the  county  board  or  specific  authorization  by  law.  He  is  re- 
quired to  keep  books  of  accounts  of  all  funds  received  and  disbursed  by 
him,  to  maintain  a  register  of  county  orders  countersigned  and  paid,  to  re- 
port annually  to  the  county  board  on  the  financial  transactions  of  his  of- 
fice, and  to  settle  his  accounts  with  the  board  semiannually."  The  last 
two  requirements  give  rise  to  a  number  of  segregated  records  of  accounts 
beyond  strict  statutory  requirements.  In  addition,  reports  are  made  to 
the  treasurer  by  other  county,  district,  public,  and  semipublic  authorities  in 
the  process  of  transacting  business  with  him;  and,  finally,  a  large  number 
of  records  arise  from  the  requirement  for  collectors  of  taxes  to  settle 
their  accounts  with  the  treasurer." 

The  treasurer  acts  as  ex-officio  treasurer  of  the  special  drainage  dis- 
trict.' 

GENERAL,  ACCOUNTS 
(See  also  entries  1,  32,  348) 

Journals  and  Ledgers 

306.  Ledger,  1871-.  7  v.  (1  not  labeled,  B-D,  2-4).  Missing: 
1919-21.  Title  varies:  Cash  Book. 
Ledger  account  of  receipts  and  disbursements  of  all  county  funds,  including 
record  of  collector's  and  treasurer's  annual  reports,  state-aid,  1922-31, 
motor  fuel  tax,  1932-,  dog  license,  1892-,  and  non-high  school,  institute, 
and  heirship  funds,  showing  dates,  amounts,  and  purpose  of  receipts  and 
disbursements,  names  of  payer  and  payee,  total  amounts  of  receipts  and 
disbursements,  and  balance  available.      Arr.  by  date  of  transaction.       1871- 


1.  R.  L.  1837,  p.  48,  274;  L.  1845,  p.  28;  R.  S.  1845,  p.  137;  L  1851,  p.  144;  Constitution  of  1870, 
Art.  X,  sec.  8.  From  1827  to  1837,  the  county  treasurer  was  appointed  by  the  county  commissioners' 
court  (R.  L.  1827,  p.  329,  330;  R.   L.  1833,  p.  515,  516). 

2.  The  term  was  set  at  four  years  in  1837  (R.  L  1837,  p.  274);  it  was  later  reduced  to  two  years 
(L  1845,  p.  28;  L  1851,  p.  144).  The  office  was  made  constitutional  in  1870  without  change  of 
term    (Constitution   of   1870,   Art.   X,    sec.   8,   as   amended    November,    1880). 

3.  Constitution   of   1870,   Art.    X,   sec.   8,   as  amended    November,    1880. 

4.  R.  L.  1827,  p.  329;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  323.  The  bond  is  required  to  be  filed  In  the  office  of  the 
county  cleric. 

5.  R.  L.  1837,  p.  582,  583;  L.  1843,  p.  151;  R.  S.  1845,  p.  137-39;  L  1861,  p.  239,  240;  R.  S. 
1874,  p.  323,  324. 

6.  R.  L.  1827,  p.  330-33;  L  1839,  p.  8-10;  L  1845,  p.  11;  L.  1895,  p.  304;  L  1913,  p.  516; 
L  1933,  p.  898. 

7.  L  1885,  p.  78,  104. 
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Treasurer-General  (S07-812) 

Accounts 

1918,  no  index;  1922—,  indexed  alph.  by  title  of  fund.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 
280  p.  18  X  13  X  2.  1  V.  not  labeled,  v.  B-D,  1871-1918,  attic  strm.,  3rd 
fl.;  V.  2-4,  1922-,  treas.'s  vlt.,  Ist  fl. 

307.  County  Treasurer's  Appropriation  Ledger,  1924—.      1  v.      Miss- 
ing: 1924-37.       1877-1923  in  Memoranda  of  Taxes,  entry  302. 

Record  of  appropriations  allotted  to  various  county  funds,  showing  date, 
amount  of  appropriation,  receipts  and  disbursements  of  each  fund,  amoimt 
and  number  of  warrants,  and  balance  available  in  each  fund.  Also  con- 
tains Register  Coroner's  Orders,  1938—,  entry  312.  Arr.  by  appropriation 
no.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  100  p.  12  x  18  x  1.  Treas.'s 
vlt.,  1st  fl. 

308.  Daily  Balances,  1934-.       1  v. 

Daily  account  ledger  showing  dates,  items,  and  amounts  of  debits  and 
credits,  daily  balance,  and  signature  of  clerk  working  on  ledger.  Arr. 
by  date  of  transaction.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  200  p. 
11  x  17  X  2.      Treas.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

309.  Cash  Book,  1871-1934.       6  v.  (1  not  lettered,  B-F).       Missing: 
1925-27. 

Treasurer's  cash  account  of  county  funds,  showing  names  of  treasurer  and 
payer  or  payee,  dates  and  amounts  of  receipts  and  disbursements,  name  of 
fund  credited  or  debited,  and  totals.  Arr.  by  date  of  transaction.  No 
index.      Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.      500  p.  18  x  12  x  2.      Attic  strm.,  3rd  fl. 

Registers  of  County  Orders  (See 
also  entries  9-13) 

310.  Register  of  Warrants  Countersigned,  1871—.  8  v.  (2  not  num- 
bered, 2-7).  Title  varies:  Register  of  County  Orders;  Regis- 
ter of  County  Orders  Presented  for  Payment. 

Register  of  paid  county  orders,  showing  date,  number,  amount,  and  purpose 
of  warrant,  name  of  payee,  and  date  of  cancellation.  Also  contains  Reg- 
ister of  Jurors'  Certificates  Presented  for  Payment,  1871-80,  1899—,  entry 
311.  Arr.  by  order  no.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  478  p. 
18  X  12  X  21/2-  2  v.  not  numbered,  v.  2-5,  1871-1927,  attic  strm.,  3rd  fl.; 
V.  6,  7,  1928-,  treas.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

811.  Register  of  Jurors'  Certificates  Presented  For  Payment,  1881- 
98.  1  V.  1871-80,  1899-  in  Register  of  Warrants  Countersign- 
ed, entry  310. 
Register  of  paid  certificates  of  jurors  and  bailiffs,  showing  date,  number, 
and  amount  of  order,  name  of  claimant,  and  date  of  payment.  Arr.  by 
date  of  order.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  318  p.  16  x  12  x  1^. 
Attic  strm.,  3rd  fl. 

312.  Register  Coroner's  Orders,  1917-20.  1  v.  Missing:  1921-37. 
1938—  in  County  Treasurer's  Appropriation  Ledger,  entry  307. 
Register  of  coroner's  orders  countersigned  by  treasurer,  showing  order 
number,  date,  amount,  and  purpose  of  payment.  Arr.  by  name  of  payee. 
No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  350  p.  18  x  12  x  2.  Attic  strm.,  3rd 
fl. 
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Treasurer-Checks  and  (813-820) 

Deposit  Slips;  Maps 

313.  County  Higliway  Cancelled  Warrant  Register,  1934-.  1  v. 
Register  of  cancelled  highway  and  motor  fuel  tax  warrants,  showing  dates 
of  issue  and  cancellation,  claim  number,  amount,  purpose,  and  number  of 
warrant,  and  name  of  payee.  Arr.  by  warrant  no.  No  index.  Hdw. 
under  pr.  hdgs.       150  p.  12  x  12  x  1.      Treas.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

CHECKS   AND   DEPOSIT   SLIPS 

314.  Cancelled  Checks,  1934--.      3  f.  d. 
Cancelled  checks  showing  date,  amount,  and  names  of  payer,  payee,  bank, 
and  fund  upon  which  drawn.       Arr.  by  check  no.       No  index.       Hdw.  on 
pr.  fm.      10  Va    X  31/2  x  26.      Treas.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

815.  Deposit  Slips,  1934--.  1  f.  d. 
File  of  bank  deposit  slips,  showing  date  and  amount  of  deposit,  and  name 
of  depositor.  Arr.  by  date  of  deposit.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 
41^  X  10 1/2  X  14.      Treas.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

MAPS 

816.  Saline  County,  1925.     1  map. 

Political  map  of  Saline  County,  showing  section  lines,  and  names  of  prop- 
erty owners.  Draftsman,  C.  B.  Drake.  Published  in  Harrisburg,  Illinois. 
Printed.    48  x  54.      Treas.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

317.  Carrier  Mills,  niinois,  1925.      1  map. 

Political  map  of  village  of  Carrier  Mills,  showing  streets  and  property 
lines.      Blueprint.      1  in.  to  300  ft.      24  x  36.      Treas.'s  off.,  1st  fl.  ^ 

318.  City  of  Harrisburg,     Dorrisville  and  Gasldns  City,     March  26, 
1925.       1  map. 

Political  map  of  Harrisburg,  Dorrisville,  and  Gaskins  City,  showing  city 
limits,  streets,  and  property  lines.  Printed,  1  in.  to  300  ft.  48  x  48. 
Treas.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

319.  Village  of  Galatia,  Illinois,  1929.       1  map. 

Political  map  showing  boundary  lines  of  village  of  Galatia,  with  location 
of  streets,  divisions,  and  subdivisions.  Draftsman,  C.  B.  Drake.  Pub- 
lished in  Harrisburg,  Illinois,  Blueprint.  1  in.  to  200  ft.  24  x  36. 
Treas.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

820.     Eldorado,  Illinois,  1934.       1  map. 
Political  map  of  city  of  Eldorado,  showing  city  limits,  streets,   divisions, 
and  subdivisions.       Draftsmen,  W.  L.  Simpson  and  Alta  Crawford.       Blue- 
print,     1  in.  to  200  ft.      48  x  48.      Treas.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 
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(Next  entry  321,  p.  202) 

XIV.     SUPERINTENDENT   OF   SCHOOLS 

The  first  county  school  official  was  the  county  school  commissioner.^ 
The  principal  duties  of  this  officer,  an  appointee  of  the  county  commis- 
sioners' court,  centered  around  the  sale  of  school  lands.  His  reports  of 
these  sales  were  made  to  the  county  commissioners'  court  and  recorded  by 
their  clerk  in  a  well-bound  book  kept  for  that  purpose.-  The  school  com- 
missioner also  reported  to  the  county  commissioners'  court  on  his  other 
transactions  in  regard  to  the  school  fund.^  His  office  became  elective 
in  1841.*  In  1845  the  office  of  county  superintendent  of  schools  was  cre- 
ated as  an  ex-officio  office  of  the  county  school  commissioner.'^  For  his 
ex-officio  duties  as  superintendent  of  schools,  the  commissioner  received 
additional  compensation  for  the  days  actually  engaged  in  the  performance 
of  these  duties."  Beginning  with  1847,  the  year  in  which  Saline  County 
was  organized,  the  school  commissioner  was  elected  for  a  two-year  term.' 
In  1865  the  office  of  county  superintendent  of  schools  was  established  as 
an  independent  office,  and  had  delegated  to  it  the  authority  formerly  vest- 
ed in  the  county  school  commissioner.* 

The  superintendent  of  schools  is  a  statutory  office,  now  elective  for  a 
term  of  four  years."  The  superintendent's  office  serves  as  the  central 
school  administrative  agency  for  the  county.  One  or  more  of  the  several 
congressional  townships  comprise  the  several  school  districts.  Within 
these  administrative  units  are  elected  boards  of  trustees  who  have  execu- 
tive and  financial  responsibilities  which  come  under  the  supervision  of  the 
county  superintendent.^"  The  boards  of  trustees  appoint  their  own  treas- 
urers who  also  act  as  clerks  of  the  township  (or  school  district)  boards.^^ 

The  superintendent  makes  quarterly  and  annual  reports  to  the  county 
board  and  also  reports  to  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction, 
the  State  Department  of  Public  Health,  the  state  fire  marshal,  and  the 
state  architect.       His  original  duties  are  the  following: 

1.  To  sell  township  fund  lands  and  issue  certificates  of 
purchase. 

2.  To  examine  the  complete  accounts  of  every  township 
treasurer  in  his  county  and  report  irregularities  to  the 
township  trustees. 

3.  To  conduct  a  teachers'  institute,  hold  quarterly  ex- 
aminations for  teachers'  certificates,   and  issue  such. 

4.  To  hold  examinations  for  normal  and  university 
scholarships. 

5.  To  visit  the  public  schools  in  the  county,  observe  meth- 
ods of  instruction,  make  recommendations  to  teachers, 
and  advise  school  officers;  to  observe  sanitary  and 
safety     conditions,   and  notify     trustees  and  state   au- 


1.  R.  L  1829,  p.  150,  151. 

2.  Ibid.,  p.  152,  153;  L.  1849,  p.  155,  156,  159,  160;  L  1851,  p.  130. 

3.  L.  1831,  p.  175. 

4.  L  1841,  p.  261,  262. 

5.  L.  1845,  p.  54. 

6.  L  1849,  p.  178;  L.  1867,  p.  161. 

7.  L.  1847,  p.  120;  L  1849,  p.  154. 

8.  L.  1865,  p.  112;  L  1871-72,  p.  702;  L  1889,  p.  312;  L  1909,  p.  343. 

9.  L.  1871-72,  p.  702;  L  1909,  p.  343;  L.  1915,  p.  628;  L.  1923,  p.  596. 

10.  L  1847,  p.  126;  L  1909,  p.  350;  L.  1929,  p.  745. 

11.  L.  1927,  p.  843;  L  1929,  p.  745. 
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Superintendent  of  Schools-  (321-826) 

Accounts  of  School  Funds;  School  Districts 

thorities  of  unsatisfactory  conditions;  to  inspect  plans 
and  specifications,  and  approve  those  meeting  state 
regulations.'- 

A  noteworthy  undertaking  of  the  superintendent  of  schools  is  the 
annual  teachers'  institute.  Pioneer  legislation  of  1869  provided  that  the 
school  directors  were  to  allow  school  teachers  to  attend  the  teachers'  in- 
stitute in  their  county  without  the  loss  of  time  or  pay."  Twenty  years 
later,  the  superintendent  of  schools  was  required  to  hold  the  institute  an- 
nually.^'  A  fund  was  set  up  for  this  purpose  which  has  continued  to  be 
made  up  of  the  fees  received  from  applicants  for  teachers'  certificates  and 
from  teachers'  registration.  Money  from  the  fund  is  paid  out  only  on  the 
order  of  the  superintendent  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  annual  institute. 
When  the  fund  exceeds  the  annual  cost  of  the  institute,  the  excess  may  be 
paid  out  for  special  meetings  of  teachers." 

ACCOUNTS  OF  SCHOOL  FUNDS 
(See  also  entry  306) 

821.  Ledger,  1891--.  2  v. 
Account  book  of  institute  and  school  district  supply  funds,  showing  amount 
and  dates  of  receipts  and  disbursements,  and  balance  in  each  fund.  Also 
contains  Distribution  of  State  Funds  to  School  Districts,  1891-1934,  entry 
324.  Arr.  by  date  of  transaction.  No  index.  Hdw.  187  p.  12  x  9  x  1. 
Off.  of  supt.  of  sch.,  2nd  fl. 

322.  Non-High  School  Fund  Record,  1917-.       1  v. 

Record  of  proceedings  of  non-high  school  board,  showing  amounts  of  claims 
presented  by  high  schools,  amounts  of  orders  and  allowed  claims,  and  date 
of  meeting  of  board.  Arr.  by  date  of  meeting.  No  index.  Hdw.  200  p. 
16  X  11  X  1.      Off.  of  supt.  of  sch.,  2nd  fl. 

323.  Superintendent's  Budget  Record  (Register),  1928-.       1  v. 
County  school  budget  register  showing  amount  of  receipts  from  state  fund, 
amount  of  claim  for  each  school  district,  and  amounts  of  paid  claims.      Arr. 
by  school  district  no.      No  index.      Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.      150  p.  14  x  17  x 
1.       Off.  of  supt.  of  sch.,  2nd  fl. 

824.  Distribution  of  State  Funds  To  School  Districts,  1935--.       1  v. 

1891-1934  in  Ledger,  entry  321. 
Register  of  state  funds  distributed  to  school  districts,  showing  name  and 
number  of  school  district,  number,  date,  and  amount  of  claim,  amount  of 
allotment  to  each  district,  and  total  amount  of  distribution.  Arr.  by 
school  district  no.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  75  p.  10  x  14%  x  1.  Off.  of 
supt.  of  sch.,  2nd  fl. 

SCHOOL  DISTRICTS 

825.  Claims  For  State  Aid,  1924-.       13  envelopes. 

Original  school     district  claims     for  state  aid,  showing  number  of  school 


12.  R.  S.  1845,  p.  498,  499;  L.  1847,  p.  122;  L.  1849,  p.  156;  L  1853,  p.  246,  247;  L.  1855,  p.  66, 
67;  L  1861,  p.  190,  191;  L  1865,  p.  119,  120;  L.  1909,  p.  347-50;  L  1915,  p.  636-38. 

13.  L  1869,  p.  394. 

14.  L.  1889,  p.  312. 

15.  L  1905,  p.  385;  L.  1931,  p.  876. 
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Superintendent  of  Schools-  (SS6-8S1) 

Teachers'  Records;  Pupil  Records 

district,  financial  statement  of  district,  general  information,  names  of 
teachers,  and  amount  of  allotment.  Arr.  by  district  no.  No  index. 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.       15  x  11  x  V2.      Off.  of  supt.  of  sch.,  2nd  fl. 

326.  Report  of  Elections  On  Formation  of  High  School  District,  1937. 
1  folder. 

Miscellaneous  papers  filed  in  organizing  community  high  school  district 
103,  including  petitions  for  election,  notices  of  election,  affidavits  of  posting 
notices,  and  official  election  returns.  No  obvious  arr.  No  index. 
Typed.      12  x  8  x  i/^.       Off.  of  supt.  of  sch.,  2nd  fl. 

TEACHERS'   RECORDS 

327.  Teachers'  Permanent  Record,  1895-.  3  v.  (A-C);  2  f.  d. 
Permanent  record  showing  name,  address,  and  age  of  teacher,  date  of  em- 
ployment, grade  and  number  of  certificate,  school  of  attendance,  salary, 
subjects  and  grade  taught,  teaching  experience,  and  amount  contributed 
to  teachers'  pension  fund.  Subsequent  to  1933  kept  as  card  record.  1895- 
1933,  arr.  by  date  of  employment;  1934—,  arr.  alph.  by  name  of  teacher. 
For  index,  1895-1933,  see  entry  328;  1934--,  no  index.  1895-1933,  hdw. 
under  pr.  hdgs.;  1934-,  hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  V.  300  p.  10  x  16  x  1%;  f.  d. 
71/2  X  9  X  15.      Off.  of  supt.  of  sch.,  2nd  fl, 

328.  Index  To  Teachers'  Permanent  Record,  1895-1933.       1  v. 

Index  to  Teachers'  Permanent  Record,  entry  327,  showing  name  and  ad- 
dress of  teacher,  and  volume  and  page  of  entry.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of 
teacher.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  27  p.  14  x  10  x  1.  Off.  of  supt.  of  sch., 
2nd  fl. 

329.  Ck)unty  Superintendent's  Teachers'  Examination  Record,  1914--. 
1  v. 

Superintendent's  record  of  teachers'  examinations,  showing  name,  age,  and 
address  of  teacher,  grade  of  certificate  applied  for,  rating,  and  date  of  ex- 
amination. Arr.  by  application  no.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs. 
225  p.  14  X  17  X  1.      Off.  of  supt.  of  sch.,  2nd  fl. 

PUPIL.  RECORDS 

330.  Record  of  Final     Examination  of  8th     Grade  and  High     School 
Record,  1935-.       1  f.  b. 

Lists  of  elementry  school  graduates  showing  name,  address,  age,  and  birth 
date  of  pupil,  name  and  number  of  school  district,  date  of  graduation, 
scholarship  and  attendance  record,  and  name  of  teacher.  Arr.  alph.  by 
name  of  pupil.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  4  x  7  x  13.  Off.  of 
supt.  of  sch.,  2nd  fl. 

331.  Superintendent's  Ust  of  School  Officers  (Teachers  and  Pupils), 
1935--.       4  V. 

Lists  of  school  teachers  and  pupils,  showing  names  of  school,  teachers, 
and  pupils,  and  estimates  of  each  pupil's  ability.  Arr.  by  school  district 
no.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  225  p.  18  x  12  x  ll^.  Off.  of 
supt.  of  sch.,  2nd  fl. 
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Superintendent  of  Schools-  (832-336) 

Reports;  Expenditures 

REPORTS 
(See  also  entries  36,   38) 

332.  County  Superintendent's  Annual  Report,  1923—.  7  v. 
Copies  of  annual  reports  of  superintendent  of  schools  to  state  superintend- 
ent of  public  instruction  and  county  board,  showing  date  of  report,  school 
census,  enrollments,  names,  positions,  and  qualifications  of  teachers,  pro- 
motion of  health  and  attendance,  school  loans,  tax  levies,  annual  salaries 
of  elementary  and  high  school  teachers,  status  of  district,  distributive, 
and  township  funds,  receipts  and  expenditures,  tuition  payments,  exhibits, 
investments,  number  of  one-room  schools,  and  memoranda.  Arr.  by  date 
of  report.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  38  p.  15  x  11  x  V^.  Off.  of 
supt.  of  sch.,  2nd  fl. 

333.  Trustees'  Annual  Report,  1923—.       84  pamphlets. 

School  trustees'  annual  reports  to  superintendent,  showing  names  of  school 
trustees  and  teachers,  school  census,  district  number,  number  of  students 
in  each  school,  qualifications  of  teachers,  income  from  taxes  and  other 
sources,  and  account  of  expenditures.  Arr.  by  district  no.  No  index, 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.      15  p.  14  x  8  x  ^4.      Off.  of  supt.  of  sch.,  2nd  fl. 

334.  Teachers'  Pension  List,  1934-.       5  folders. 
Duplicates  of  superintendent's  reports  of  pension  and  retirement    fund  r€ 
ceipts  to  board  of  trustees,  showing  name  of  teacher,  school  district  numJ 
ber,  length  of  school  year,  teacher's  state  service  record,  monthly  salary, ' 
pension  contributions,     date,     and  signature  of  superintendent.       Arr.  by 
school  district  no.      No  index.      Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.       12  p.  14  x  9  x  %. 
Off.  of  supt.  of  sch.,  2nd  fl. 

EXPENDITURES 

335.  Distribution  of  County  Funds  (Check  Book),  1935—.       1  v. 
Stub  record  of  distribution  of  county  school  funds,  showing  date,  amount, 
number,  and  purpose  of  check,  and  name  of  recipient.       Arr.  by  check  no. 
No  index.       Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.       100  p.  12  x  9  x  V^.       Off.  of  supt.  of  sch., 
2nd  fl. 

336.  Institute  Fund,  1935-.       1  v. 

Stub  record  of  checks  issued  on  institute  fund,  showing  date,  check  num- 
ber, names  of  payer  and  payee,  and  amount  and  purpose  of  check.  Arr. 
by  check  no.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  100  p.  3  x  12  x  %.  Off.  of 
supt.  of  sch.,  2nd  fl. 
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(Next  entry  SSI,  p.  206) 

XV.     SUPERINTENDENT   OF   HIGHWAYS 

From  1847  to  1849  the  county  commissioners'  court  exercised  juris- 
diction over  roads  and  bridges  in  Saline  County.'  The  court  was  empow- 
ered to  locate  new  roads,  to  alter  or  vacate  old  roads,  to  divide  the  county 
into  road  districts,  and  to  appoint  a  supervisor  in  each  district.-  The  con- 
struction and  maintenance  of  roads  were  effected  by  means  of  a  labor  tax 
levied  on  all  able-bodied  men  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  fifty.  It 
was  the  supervisors'  duty  to  summon  these  men  for  work  when  road  labor 
was  needed.^ 

From  1849  to  1873,  the  county  court  in  Saline  County  had  the  control 
and  supervision  of  public  roads  and  bridges.  The  substitution  of  this  ad- 
ministrative body  for  the  old  county  commissioners'  court  effected  no  ma- 
terial changes  in  the  earlier  set  up.  The  system  of  road  districts  was  re- 
tained and  the  work  of  superintending  road  construction  and  maintenance 
continued  to  be  vested  in  district  supervisors.* 

In  1890,  when  township  organization  was  instituted  in  Saline  County,** 
the  care  and  superintendence  of  roads  became  the  responsibility  of  the 
townships.  In  1849  legislation  enabling  the  adoption  of  this  form  of 
county  government  had  provided  for  the  election  in  each  township  of  a 
highway  commissioner  and  as  many  overseers  of  highways  as  there  were 
road  districts  in  the  county.  The  commissioners  at  their  annual  meet- 
ing determined  necessary  action  for  establishing  new  roads  and  repairing, 
altering,  or  vacating  old  roads;  the  overseers  of  highways  were,  then  re- 
quired to  carry  out  the  commissioners'  instructions."  This  system  of  road 
control  and  maintenance  obtained  until  1913;  in  that  year  the  office  of 
superintendent  of  highways  was  first  established."  The  boards  of  high- 
way commissioners  which  existed  prior  to  that  date  have  continued  to 
function,  but  their  powers  are  principally  subordinated  to  those  of  the 
superintendent  of  highways. 

The  superintendent  is  appointed  by  the  county  board.  The  board 
submits  a  list  of  three  to  five  candidates  to  the  State  Department  of  Pub- 
lic Works  and  Buildings,  which  department  examines  the  candidates  to  de- 
termine the  person  best  fitted  for  the  office.'       The  successful  candidate 


1.  L.  1819,  p.  175;  R.  L  1827,  p.  340. 

2.  Ibid.,  p.  333;  L  1825,  p.  130;  R.  L.  1827,  p.  340,  344. 

3.  L  1819,  p.  334;  R.  L  1827,  p.  341,  342. 

4.  L  1847,  p.  111-13;  L  1849,  p.  65;  L  1851,  p.  179. 

5.  Township  organization,  adopted  in  1889,  was  not  effective  until  1890.  The  Constitution  of  1870  had 
provided  that  in  counties  not  under  township  organization,  the  county  board  should  be  composed  of 
three  commissioners  who  should  possess  those  powers  delegated  to  them  by  law.  Subsequent  legislation 
vested  supervision  of  highways,  roads,  and  bridges  In  the  board  and  entrusted  the  maintenance  and 
superintendence  of  these  public  facilities  to  three  highway  commissioners  elected  in  each  road  district 
for  a  term  of  three  years.  From  1874  to  1890  county  affairs  in  Saline  were  administered  by  the 
board  of  county  commissioners  (Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  6;  L  1871-72,  p.  679,  680; 
L  1873-74,   p.  79). 

6.  L  1849,   p.  212. 

7.  L.   1913,   p.  524. 

8.  L  1921,  p.  781;  L.  1933,  p.  961.  From  1913  to  1917  the  list  was  submitted  to  the  State  High- 
way Commission.  In  1917  this  state  agency  was  abolished,  and  Its  rights,  powers  and  duties  were 
vested  in  the  Department  of  Public  Works  and  Buildings,  created  in  the  same  year  (L.  1913,  p.  524; 
L  1917,  p.  4,   16,  24). 
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Superintendent  of  Highways-  (337-3S8) 

Construction  and  Maintenance  Records 

holds  office  for  six  years  and  is  remunerated  in  a  sum  fixed  by  the  county 
board. 

The  powers  and  duties  of  the  superintendent  of  highways  come  under 
the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Department  of  Public  Works  and  Build- 
ings. However,  the  superintendent  is  subject,  upon  hearing,  to  removal 
by  the  county  board.  The  superintendent  exercises  supervision  over  town- 
ship, county,  and  state-aid  roads,  and  bridges  and  culverts  in  his  county, 
and  is  required  to  perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the 
chief  highway  engineer  of  the  state." 

His  principal  duties  are  as  follows: 

1.  To  prepare  plans,  specifications,  and  estimates  for  all 
bridges  to  be  built  by  the  county. 

2.  To  supervise  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  coun- 
ty roads  and  bridges,  and  state-aid  roads. 

3.  To  inspect  the  highways  and  bridges  in  each  town  or  dis- 
trict of  his  county  at  least  once  a  year. 

4.  To  advise  and  direct  the  highway  commissioners  in  each 
town  or  district  as  to  the  best  methods  of  repair,  main- 
tenance, and  improvement  of  highways  and  bridges. 

5.  To  approve  any  purchases  in  excess  of  $200  for  ma- 
terials, machinery,  or  apparatus  to  be  used  in  road  con- 
struction in  any  town  or  district-^" 

He  is  required  to  keep  the  following  records: 

1.  Records  of  contracts,  purchases,  and  expenditures  au- 
thorized by  himself,  the  county  board,  or  township  com- 
missioners. 

2.  Maps,  plats,  blueprints,  specifications,  etc.,  arising  from 
his  supervision  of  roads  and  bridges,  or  the  planning  of 
new  construction. 

3.  Accounts  of  the  funds  handled  by  his  office. 

4.  Reports  from  other  officers  or  bodies  touching  upon  the 
affairs  of  his  office;  copies  of  his  own  reports  on  the  ad- 
ministration of  his  office;  related  papers.'^ 

CONSTRUCTION  AND  MAINTENANCE  RECORDS 

337.  (Superintendent's  General  File),  1928-.  5  f.  d. 
Miscellaneous  papers  concerning  motor  fuel  tax,  including  reports  of  ex- 
penditures of  motor  fuel  tax  funds  for  contracts  and  maintenance  of  high- 
ways, miscellaneous  correspondence,  and  proposal  for  $450,000  bond  issue 
of  1928.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  12  x  17- 
X  24.      Off.  of  supt.  of  hwys.,  bsmt. 

338.  Contracts,  1930--.       1  f.  d. 

Contracts  with  various  firms  for  gravel,  bridges,  and  roads,  showing  name 
of  firm,  date,  terms,  amount,  and  nature  of  contract,  and  signatures  of 
contracting  parties.  Arr.  by  date  of  contract.  No  index.  Hdw.  12  x  17- 
X  24.      Off.  of  supt.  of  hwys.,  bsmt. 


9.     L.  1921,  p.  782;   L  1933,  p.  961. 

10.  L.  1913,  p.  523-26. 

11.  Ibid.,   p.   525. 
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Superintendent  of  ffighways-  (339-346) 

Allotments  and  Claims 

389.     Time  Sheets,  1930--.      1  f.  d. 

Time  reports  of  highway  department  employees,  showing  dates  of  payroll 
period,  name  and  address  of  employee,  number  of  hours  work  per  day,  to- 
tal number  of  hours  of  work,  rate  per  hour,  and  amount  of  earnings.  Arr. 
by  date  of  report.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  12  x  17  x  24.  Off. 
of  supt.  of  hwys.,  bsmt. 

340.  Miscellaneous  Record,  1930--.       1  v. 

Miscellaneous  record  including  contract,  construction,  and  maintenance 
records,  showing  items  and  amounts  of  receipts  and  disbursements.  Arr. 
by  section  no.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  120  p.  12  x  18  x  1. 
Off.  of  supt.  of  hwys.,  bsmt. 

341.  Sewer  District,  1924--.       64  plans. 

Road  construction  plans  for  north  and  south  part  of  Harrisburg  sewer  dis- 
trict, showing  profile  of  grades  and  elevations,  and  type  of  construction  to 
be  followed.  Hand-drawn  and  blueprint.  1  in.  to  300  ft.  24  x  48.  Off, 
of  supt.  of  hwys.,  bsmt. 

342.  Saline  Coimty  Roads,  1927-.       1000  plans. 

Detailed  construction  plans  of  county  roads,     showing  profiles  of  grades 
and  elevations,  materials  to  be  used,     and  type  of  construction  to  be  fol- 
lowed.     Hand-drawn.      1  in.  to  100  ft.      24  x  30.      Off.  of  supt.  of  hwys., 
bsmt. 

343.  State-Aid  Road,  1933-.      10  plans. 

Construction  plans  for  state-aid  highways,  showing  profile  of  grades  and 
elevations,  materials  to  be  used,  and  type  of  construction  to  be  followed. 
Blueprint.      1  in.  to  100  ft.       30  x  24.       Off.  of  supt.  of  hwys.,  bsmt. 


ALLOTMENTS   AND   CLAIMS 
(See  also  entries  6-8,  10,  11,  19,  306,  313) 

344.  Highway  Oaims,  1930-.       1  f.  d. 

County  highway  claims  showing  name  and  address  of  claimant,  date,  pur- 
pose, amount,  and  number  of  claim,  and  certificate  of  approval.  Arr.  by 
date  of  claim.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  12  x  17  x  24.  Off.  of 
supt.  of  hwys.,  bsmt. 

345.  Claim  Register,  1932--.       1  v. 

Register  of  highway  claims  showing  name  and  address  of  claimant,  date 
and  number  of  claim,  requisition  number,  itemized  account  of  claim,  and 
total  payment.  Arr.  by  date  of  claim.  No  index.  Hdw.  imder  pr. 
hdgs.       120  p.  12  X  18  X  1.      Off.  of  supt.  of  hwys.,  bsmt. 

346.  Countj'  Motor  Fuel  Allotment  Record,  1933-.       1  v. 
Allotment  record  of  motor  fuel  tax  funds,  including  record  of  resolutions, 
claims,  and  requests,  showing  estimated  cost,  date,  number,  purpose,  and 
amount  of  warrant,  total  disbursements,  name  of  recipient,  balance  avail- 
able, and  itemized  estimate  of  necessary  material.       Arr.  by  date  of  war- 
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rant.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  100  p.  8  x  12  x  1.  Off.  oi 
supt.  of  hwys.,  bsmt. 

347.  Accounts  Receivable  -  Invoice  Register,  1936—.       1  v. 

Record  of  accounts  receivable  and  regfister  of  invoices,  showing  date,     re-J 
ceipts  for  state-aid  fund,  date  of  deposit,  date,  amount,  and  number  of  in- 
voice, to  whom  issued,  purpose,  and  amount.      Arr.  by  date  of  filing.      No 
index.      Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.      50  p.  10  x  12  x  i/^.      Off.  of  supt.  of  hwys., 
bsmt. 

REPORTS 

348.  Condition  of  Highway  Funds,  1934-36.       1  v. 

Copies  of  county  treasurer's  monthly  report  to  county  clerk  and  superin- 
tendent of  highways  on  condition  of  highway  funds,  showing  date,  amounts 
of  deposits,  paid  and  unpaid  obligations,  totals,  balances  available,  and 
signature  of  treasurer.  Arr.  by  date  of  report.  No  index.  Hdw.  on 
pr.  fm.      35  p.  8  X  12  X  %.      Treas.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 
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XVI.     SURVEYOR 


The  office  of  surveyor  was  first  established  in  Illinois  in  1821;  the 
incumbent  was  an  appointee  of  the  General  Assembly.^  During  recess 
of  the  legislature,  nominations  were  made  by  the  county  commissioners' 
court  to  the  Governor.^  From  1835  to  1936,  the  county  surveyor  was  an 
elected  officer  of  the  county  electorate.^  Since  September,  1936  he  has 
been  an  appointee  of  the  county  board.  His  appointment  is  for  a  four- 
year  term.  He  takes  and  subscribes  to  an  oath  which  is  filed  in  the 
county  clerk's  office. 


4 


The  surveyor  is  required  by  law  to  make  all  surveys  within  the  bounds 
of  his  county  that  he  may  be  called  upon  to  make  by  the  county  board  or 
interested  persons.  Such  surveys  include  surveys  of  lands  of  persons  re- 
questing the  same,  of  additions  or  subdivisions,  and  marking  of  county 
lines.  Few  changes  have  been  made  in  the  original  statutory  require- 
ments for  the  duties  of  this  office.  The  surveyor  may  appoint  one  or  more 
deputies.  Any  individual  requesting  a  survey  must  employ  his  own  chain- 
men  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  surveyor. 

The  surveyor  is  required  by  law  to  keep  a  well-bound  book  in  which 
to  record  all  surveys  made  by  him,  giving  such  information  as  the  names 
of  the  persons  whose  land  is  surveyed  and  descriptive  data  of  the  survey. 
This  record  is  required  to  be  kept  by  the  surveyor  in  the  recorder's  of- 
fice. The  surveyor  also  preserves  his  field  notes  and  retains  copies  of 
plats.'^ 

For  recorder's  record  of  surveys,  see  entry  145. 

349.     Surveyor's  Record,  1891--,      1  v.  (B). 
Surveyor's     record  with  plats  of  surveys,     showing  name  and  address     of 
owner,  legal  description  of  property,     date,     and  certification  of  surveyor. 
Arr.  by  sec.  no.      No  index.      Hdw.       479  p.  18  x  12  x  2.      Cir.  clk.'s  vlt., 
1st  fl. 


1.  L.  1821,  p.  62;  R.  L.  1829,  p.  172;  R.  L  1833,  p.  591. 

2.  Ibid. 

3.  L  1835,  p.  166;  L.  1837,  p.  558;  R.  S.  1845,  p.  523;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  456,  1050;  L.  1903,  p.  349. 

4.  L.  1933,  p.  1104.  Effective  In  1936. 

5.  L  1821,  p.  63,  64;  R.  L.  1829,  p.  173;  R.  L  1833,  p.  591-93,  599,  600;  L.  1845,  p.  201; 
R.  S.  1845,  p.  524;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  1050;  L  1885,  p.  248;  L  1915,  p.  575;  L.  1933,  p.  1104. 
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(Next  entry  350,  p.  211) 

XVII.     DRAINAGE    COMMISSIONERS 

For  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  public  welfare  and  health,  the  consti- 
tution has  delegated  to  the  General  Assembly  broad  power  to  provide  laws 
in  regard  to  drainage.^  By  statutory  provision  these  activities  are  exer- 
cised by  drainage  commissioners  in  districts  of  Saline  County.  The  cor- 
porate authorities  of  the  drainage  districts  have  power  to  acquire  rights 
of  way,  issue  bonds,  construct  and  maintain  drains,  ditches,  and  levees  for 
agricultural,  sanitary  or  mining  purposes,  and  assess  the  benefited  proper- 
ty.^ 

Drainage  districts  may  be  organized  by  land  owners  upon  petition  to 
the  county  court.  When  the  court  finds  in  favor  of  the  petitioners,  it 
then  enters  an  order  to  that  effect  and  appoints  three  commissioners  to 
examine  and  survey  the  proposed  lands.  The  commissioners,  when  they 
have  completed  their  assignment,  make  a  final  report  to  the  court  with 
recommendations  and  the  copies  of  surveys,  maps,  plats,  and  estimates." 
The  districts  are  of  three  kinds:  regular,  which  is  composed  of  property  ly- 
ing in  a  single  town;  union,  where  the  lands  organized  lie  in  two  towns; 
special,  with  three  or  more  towns  involved.* 

After  the  report  on  a  proposed  district  has  been  made,  the  court  com- 
pletes the  organization  of  the  districts.^  The  corporate  powers  of  regu- 
lar and  union  districts  are  vested  in  three  commissioners  appointed  by 
town  clerks.  The  corporate  authority  in  special  drainage  districts  is 
vested  in  three  elected  commissioners  of  the  district."  In  regular  dis- 
tricts the  commissioners  appoint  one  of  their  number  to  act  as  secretary. 
The  town  clerk  in  union  districts  acts  as  the  clerk  of  the  district.^  The 
county  clerk  and  county  treasurer  in  cases  of  the  special  drainage  districts 
are,  respectively,  ex-officio  clerk,^  and  treasurer,*  of  each  district.  Regu- 
lar, union  and  special  drainage  districts  are  maintained  in  Saline  County. 

The  following  records  belong  to  the  drainage  commissioners: 

1.  Records  of  bonds  issued. 

2.  Assessment  books. 

3.  Petitions  of  owners  of  land  to  stay  assessments,  or- 
ders of  commissioners  thereupon,  and  other  proceed- 
ings. 

4.  State  Auditor's  certificates  of  interest  due  on  bonds, 

5.  Tax  lists  showing  pro-rata  share  of  levy  for  bond  in- 
terest (union  and  special  districts  only). 

6.  Copies  of  reports  to  county  court  on  conditions  of  dis- 
trict and  estimated  expenditures;  and  to  county  treas- 
urer on  delinquent  lands;   m.aps  and  plats,  surveys  and 


I 


1.  Constitution  of   1870,  Art.    IV,  sec.   31. 

2.  First  amendment  to  the  constitution,  ratified  November  29,  1878,   Incorporated  in  the  Constitution  of 
1870,  Art.  IV,  sec.  21;  L  1879,  p.  124-39. 

3.  L.  1871-72,  p.  356-58;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  429;  L.  1875,  p.  76,  77;  L.  1879,  p.  120,  124,  155; 
L.  1885,  p.  78,  93,  95,  110-15,  L.  1907,  p.  2  75;  L  1913,  p.  261. 

4.  L.  1879,  p.   155;  L  1885,  p.  93,  94,   113.     River  districts,  though  not  in  this  category,  may  be 
organized  similarly  and  with  like  powers.  (L  1885,  p.  106). 

5.  See  footnote  3. 

6.  L.  1879,  p.  156;  L  1885,  p.  93,  95,  113. 

7.  L   1915,   p.   390.     The  town  cleric  shall   be  cleric  of  the  union  drainage  district,   when  the  major 
portion   lies  In  his  town. 

8.  L.  1885,  p.  95;  L.  1915,  p.  390;  L  1919,  p.  468. 

9.  L  1885,  p.  78,  104. 
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estimates;  office  transactions.'" 

The  first  two  records  are  required  to  be  kept  in  separate  books,  the 
next  three  generally  are  known  as  the  "Drainage  Record,"  and  the  remain- 
ing records  are  kept  desultorily. 

350.  Saline  Valley  Special  Drainage  District,  1905-.       1  f.  b.       Lsist 
entry  1935. 

Miscellaneous  papers  of  Saline  Valley  special  drainage  district,  including 
petitions  for  special  assessments,  reports  of  commissioner,  affidavits,  esti- 
mates, bids,  contracts,  bonds  of  contractors  and  officers,  tax  levies,  dam- 
age claims,  and  court  orders.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  No  index.  Typed. 
101/2  X  5  X  14.      Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

351.  North  Fork  and  Black  Land  District  Drainage,  1905-.       1  f.  b. 
Last  entry  1933. 

Miscellaneous  papers  of  North  Fork  and  Black  Land  drainage  districts,  in- 
cluding petitions,  affidavits,  engineers'  reports,  estimates,  bids,  con- 
tracts, tax  levies,  claims  for  damages,  bonds  of  contractors  and  officers, 
and  court  orders.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  No  index.  Typed.  10 Vo  x  5- 
x  14.      Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

352.  West  Harrisburg,  Eldorado,     and  Black  Branch  Drainage  Dis- 
trict, 1905-.       2  f.  b.       Last  entry  1932. 

West  Harrisburg,  Eldorado,  and  Black  Branch  drainage  district  papers,  in- 
cluding petitions  for  special  assessments,  affidavits,  profile  maps  of  dis- 
trict, engineers'  reports,  estimates,  bids,  tax  levies,  contractors'  and  of- 
ficers' bonds,  claims  for  damages,  and  court  orders.  Arr.  by  date  of 
filing.      No  index.      Typed.      10y2  x  5  x  14.      Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

353.  Middle  Fork  Drainage  District  Number  1,     1905--.        2     f.     b. 
Last  entry  1925. 

Miscellaneous  papers  of  Middle  Fork  drainage  district,  including  peti- 
tions, affidavits,  profile  maps,  reports  of  commissioners,  estimates,  bids, 
contracts,  tax  levies,  bonds  of  commissioners  and  contractors,  and  court 
orders.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  No  index.  Typed.  10 1^  x  5  x  14.  Co. 
clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

354.  Black  Land  and  Bankston  Fork  Drainage  District,   1905—.       1 
f.  b.       Last  entry  1925. 

Files  of  original  papers  of  Black  Land  and  Bankston  Fork  drainage  dis- 
tricts, including  petitions  for  special  assessments,  affidavits,  commission- 
ers' and  engineers'  reports,  estimates,  bids,  contracts,  tsix  levies,  bonds  of 
contractors  and  officers,  and  court  orders.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  No 
index.      Typed.       101/2  x  5  x  14.       Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

355.  Rector     Drainage  District,     1,  2,  3,  4,  1906-.       2  f.  b.       Last 
entry  1927. 

Miscellaneous  papers  of  Rector  drainage  district,  including  petitions,  affi- 
davits, profile  maps  of  district,  reports  of  commissioners,  estimates,  bids, 
contracts,  claims,  tax  levies,  bonds  of  contractors  and  officers,  and  court 
orders.  Arr,  by  date  of  filing.  No  index.  Typed.  10 1,^  x  5  x  14. 
Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

356.  Pankey  Branch  Drainage  District,  1912--.       1  f.  b.      Last  entry 
1919. 

Pankey  Branch     drainage  district  papers  including  petitions  for  organiza- 


10.     L  1879,  p.  120-34;   L.  1885,  p.  73-104. 

—211— 


Drainage  Commissioners  (357-362) 

tion,  engineers'  reports,  estimates,  bids,  contracts,  bonds  of  contractors 
and  officers,  tax  levies,  claims  for  damages,  and  court  orders.  Arr.  by 
date  of  filing.  No  index.  Typed.  IOI/2  x  5  x  14.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st 
fl. 

357.  Levies  and  Maps,  1914--.       1  f.  b. 

File  of  drainage  district  maps,  statements  of  drainage  district  tax  lev- 
ies and  outstanding  bonds,  and  auditor's  reports.  No  obvious  arr.  No 
index.      Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.       10 1/2  x  5  x  14.      Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

358.  Black  Land  Special  Drainage  District,  1904—.      1  v.  (1).       Last 
entry  1933. 

Record  of  proceedings  of  Black  Land  drainage  district,  including  petitions 
to  organize  drainage  district,  elect  commissioners,  and  condemn  land, 
minutes  of  meetings,  tax  levies,  engineers'  reports  of  survey,  commission- 
ers' oaths  and  bonds,  right-of-way  deeds,  and  treasurer's  reports  to  county 
court.  Arr.  by  date  of  proceedings.  No  index.  Hdw.  590  p.  18  x  12  x  2. 
Co.  clk.'s  vlt,  1st  fl.  I 

359.  North  Fork  Special  Drainage  District,  1905-.       1  v.  (1).       Last 
entry  1933.  d 

Record  of  proceedings  and  reports  of  North  Fork  drainage  district,  in-  " 
eluding  petitions  to  organize  drainage  districts,  elect  commissioners,  and 
condemn  land,  minutes  of  meetings,  tax  levies,  commissioners'  oaths  and 
bonds,  right-of-way  deeds,  and  treasurer's  reports  to  county  court.  Arr. 
by  date  of  proceedings.  No  index.  Hdw.  590  p.  18  x  12  x  21,^.  Co. 
clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 


360.  Rector  Special  Drainage  District  1,  2,  3,  4,  1910-.      2  v.  (1,  2), 

Last  entry  1936. 
Record  of  proceedings  and  reports  of  the  Rector  special  drainage  district, 
including  petitions  to  organize  drainage  district,  elect  commissioners,  and 
condemn  land,  minutes  of  meetings,  tax  levies,  engineers'  reports  of  sur- 
vey, commissioners'  oaths  and  bonds,  right-of-way  deeds,  and  treasur- 
er's reports  to  county  court.  Arr.  by  date  of  proceedings.  No  index. 
Hdw.      474  p.  18  X  12  X  2.       Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

361.  Eldorado  Drainage  District,  1910—.       2  v.   (1  not  numbered,  2). 
Last  entry  1932. 

Record  of  proceedings  and  reports  of  the  Eldorado  drainage  district,  in- 
cluding petitions  to  organize  district,  elect  commissioners,  and  condemn 
land,  minutes  of  meetings,  commissioners'  bonds  and  oaths,  tax  levies,  en- 
gineers' reports  of  survey,  right-of-way  deeds,  and  treasurer's  reports  to 
county  court.  Arr.  by  date  of  proceedings.  No  index.  Hdw.  399  p. 
18  X  12  X  2.      Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

362.  Bankston  Special  Drainage  District,  1910-.       1  v.   (1).       Last 
entry  1922. 

Record  of  proceedings  and  reports  of  Bankston  special  drainage  district, 
including  petitions  to  organize  district,  elect  commissioners,  and  condemn 
land,  minutes  of  meetings,  commissioners'  bonds  and  oaths,  tax  levies,  en- 
gineers' reports  of  survey,  right-of-way  deeds,  and  treasurer's  reports  to 
county  court.  Arr.  by  date  of  proceedings.  No  index.  Hdw.  399  p. 
18  X  12  X  2.      Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 
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363.  West  Harrisburg  Drainage  District,  1911-.       1  v.    (1).       Last 
entry  1932. 

Record  of  proceedings  and  reports  of  West  Harrisburg  drainage  district, 
including  petitions  to  organize  district,  elect  commissioners,  and  condemn 
land,  minutes  of  meetings,  commissioners'  bonds  and  oaths,  tax  levies, 
engineers'  reports  of  survey,  right-of-way  deeds,  and  treasurer's  reports 
to  county  court.  Arr.  by  date  of  proceedings.  No  index.  Hdw.  390 
p.  18  X  12  X  2.      Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

364.  Middle  Forlt  Drainage  District  1,     1911-.       1  v.       Last     entry 
1930. 

Records  of  organization  proceedings  and  reports  of  Middle  Fork  drainage 
district,  including  petitions  to  organize  drainage  district,  elect  commission- 
ers, and  condemn  land,  tax  levies,  commissioners'  oaths  and  bonds,  right- 
of-way  deeds,  and  treasurer's  reports  to  county  court.  Arr.  by  date  of 
proceedings.  No  index.  Hdw.  379  p.  18  x  12  x  2.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st 
fl. 

365.  Pankey  Branch  Drainage  District,   1912-.       1   v.    (1).       Last 
entry  1919. 

Record  of  proceedings  and  reports  of  the  Pankey  Branch  drainage  dis- 
trict, including  petitions  to  organize  drainage  district,  elect  commission- 
ers, and  condemn  land,  affidavits,  minutes  of  meetings,  tax  levies,  claims 
for  damages,  commissioners'  bonds  aJid  oaths,  right-of-way  deeds,  and 
treasurer's  reports  to  county  court.  Arr.  by  date  of  proceedings.  No  in- 
dex.      Hdw.       320  p.  18  x  12  X  2.       Co.  clk.'s  vlt,  1st  fl. 

366.  Black  Branch  Drainage  District,  1913-.      1  v.  (1).      Last  entry 
1934. 

Record  of  proceedings  and  reports  of  the  Black  Branch  drainage  district, 
including  petitions  to  organize  district,  elect  commissioners,  and  con- 
demn land,  minutes  of  meetings,  commissioners'  bonds  and  oaths,  tax 
levies,  engineers'  reports  of  survey,  right-of-way  deeds,  and  treasurer's  re- 
ports to  county  court.  Arr.  by  date  of  proceedings.  No  index.  Hdw. 
399  p.  18  X  12  X  2.       Co.  clk.'s  vlt,  1st  fl. 

367.  Saline  Valley  Special  Drainage  District,     1913--.       2  v.    (1,  2). 

Last  entry  1921. 
Record  of  proceedings  of  Saline  Valley  special  drainage  district,  including 
petitions  to  organize  drainage  districts,  elect  commissioners,  and  condemn 
land,  affidavits,  minutes  of  meetings,  tax  levies,  claims  for  damages,  com- 
missioners' bonds  and  oaths,  right-of-way  deeds,  and  treasurer's  reports  to 
county  court.  Arr.  by  date  of  proceedings.  No  index.  Hdw.  399  p. 
18  X  12  X  2.       Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

368.  Swamp  Land  Records,  1854-60.       1  v. 

Record  of  sales  of  swamp  land,  showing  name  and  address  of  purchaser, 
legal  description  of  property,  acreage,  value,  date  and  amount  of  sale,  and 
date  of  filing.  Arr.  by  date  of  sale.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  240 
p.  18  X  12  X  1.      Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 
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XVIII.     DEPARTMENT    OF   PUBLIC   WELFARE 

Matters  relating  to  public  assistance  and  welfare  in  the  county  are 
handled  by  the  department  of  public  welfare,  which  was  established  in  1937 
as  successor  to  the  county  commission  of  public  welfare.^  This  depart- 
ment consists  of  the  superintendent  of  public  welfare  and  a  staff  selected 
by  him  in  accordance  with,  and  subject  to,  the  approval  of  the  Slate  De- 
partment of  Public  Welfare. 

The  county  board  submits  to  the  state  department  a  list  of  five  resi- 
dents as  candidates  for  the  office  of  superintendent.  An  eligible  list  of 
these  candidates  is  prepared  by  the  state  department  by  competitive  ex- 
amination and  certified  to  the  county  board.  The  board  in  turn  makes 
an  order  appointing  one  of  the  eligibles  as  superintendent  of  public  wel- 
fare.- 

The  superintendent  is  charged  with  all  the  executive  and  administra- 
tive duties  and  responsibilities  of  the  department  of  public  welfare.  He 
is  subject  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of,  and  removal  by,  the  state 
agency.' 

This  officer  has  power  and  it  is  his  duty  to: 

1.  Have  charge  and  develop  plans  for  the  administration 

of  old  age  assistance. 

2.  Investigate  and  study  problems  of  assistance,  correc- 
tion, and  general  welfare  within  his  county. 

3.  Cooperate  with  the  State  Department  of  Public  Welfare 
in  the  operation  of  welfare  plans  and  policies  in  his 
county. 

4.  Maintain  such  records  and  file  such  reports  with  the 
State  Department  of  Public  Welfare  as  that  depart- 
ment may  require. 

5.  Serve  as  agent  and  executive  officer  of  the  State  De- 
partment of  Public  Welfare  in  the  administration  of  all 
forms  of  public  assistance  administered  by  that  de- 
partment.* 

All  the  records  of  the  county  department  are  subject  to  the  inspection 
and  supervision  of  the  agents  of  this  central  authority. 

The  department  of  public  welfare  administers  old  age  assistance  and 
is  subject  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  state  department.^  Upon  re- 
ceipt of  an  application  the  department  makes  an  investigation  of  the  case. 
In  the  course  of  the  investigation  the  department  is  allowed  to  hold  hear- 
ings and  compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses  and  the  production  of  papers 
and  books." 

Old  age  assistance  records  and  accounts  are  kept  as  prescribed  by  the 
state  department.  All  applications  and  records  in  these  matters  are 
considered  public  records." 


1.  L.  1935-36,   First  Sp.   Sess.,   p.  70-73;  L  1937,  p.  451. 

2.  L.   1937,   p.   451,    452. 

3.  Ibid.,    p.    452. 

4.  L  1935-36,   First  Sp.   Sess.,   p.  72;   L  1937,  p.  452. 

5.  L  1935,  p.  259,  260;   L.  1935-36,   First  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  54,  55;   L  1937,  p.  265. 

6.  L   1935-36,    First  Sp.   Sess.,   p.   57-59;   L   1937,   p.   267,   268. 

7.  L.  1937,  p.  268,  269. 
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Department  of  Public  Welfare  (369-374) 

869.     Card  Record  and  Index  To  FUes,  1936--.       3  f.  b. 

Card  index  to  Old  Age  Assistance  Files,  entry  370,  Deceased  (Files),  entry 
372,  showing  name  and  address  of  applicant,  application  number,  amount 
of  award,  name  of  investigator,  and  date  of  filing  application.  Arr.  alph. 
by  name  of  applicant.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  4  x  4  x  12.  Old  age  assistance 
off.,  bsmt. 

370.  Old  Age  Assistance  Files,  1936--.      4  f.  d. 

Papers  relating  to  applications  for  old  age  assistance  including  applica- 
tions, investigators'  reports  and  recommendations,  withdrawals,  transfers, 
rejections,  cancellations,  and  state  approvals.  Arr.  by  application  no. 
For  index,  see  entry  369.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  12  x  16  x  24.  Old  age  as- 
sistance off.,  bsmt. 

371.  Investigators'  Cases,  1936—.      1  f.  d. 

Investigators'  case  records  of  old  age  assistance  applicants,  showing  name, 
address,  and  financial  status  of  applicant,  and  amount  and  date  of  award. 
Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  applicant.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  12  x  16- 
X  24.      Old  age  assistance  off.,  bsmt. 

372.  Deceased  (Files),  1936--.       1  f.  d. 

Case  records  of  recipients  of  old  age  assistance  now  deceased,  including 
investigator's  reports  and  recommendations,  state  approval,  and  notice  of 
death.  Arr.  by  application  no.  For  index,  see  entry  369.  Hdw.  on  pr, 
fm.      12  X  16  x  24.       Old  age  assistance  off.,  bsmt. 

373.  Record  of  Old  Age  Assistance  Applicants     (Register),     1936—. 

1   V. 

Register  of  applicants  for  old  age  assistance,  showing  name,  address,  sex, 
financial  status,  and  age  of  applicant,  application  number,  amount  of 
award,  and  dates  of  application,  investigation,  and  approval.  Arr.  by 
date  of  application.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  200  p.  10  x  16  x 
IV^.      Old  age  assistance  off.,  bsmt. 

374.  Correspondence,  1936-.       1  f.  d. 

Correspondence  file  of  superintendent  of  old  age  assistance  regarding 
monthly  statistical  reports,  requisition  of  office  supplies,  and  payroll  mat- 
ters. Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  No  index.  Typed.  12  x  16  x  24.  Old 
age  assistance  off.,  bsmt. 
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XIX.     COUNTY   HOME  | 

One  phase  of  public  assistance  is  administered  by  the  county  home. 
All  county  poorhouses,  poor  farms,  and  institutions  for  the  support  and 
care  of  indigents  in  Illinois  are  known  as  county  homes.^  County  poor- 
houses  and  farms  have  existed  in  this  state  under  statutory  provisions  for 
nearly  a  century.  The  leglislation  creating  these  county  establishments 
for  the  indigent  has  changed  little  since  the  original  enactments.  The 
county  boards  of  the  various  counties  may  establish  a  county  home,  and 
are  granted  the  following  powers: 

1.  To  acquire  by  purchase,  grant,  gift,  or  devise,  a  suit- 
able tract  or  tracts  upon  which  to  erect  and  maintain  a 
county  poorhouse  and  other  necessary  buildings,  and  for 
the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  a  farm  for  the 
employment  of  the  poor. 

2.  To  receive  gifts  and  bequests  to  aid  in  the  erection  and 
maintenance  of  the  poorhouse,  or  in  care  of  the  indi- 
gents. 

3.  To  make  rules  and  regulations  for  the  same. 

4.  To  appoint  a  keeper  of  the  poorhouse  and  all  necessary 
agents  and  servants  for  the  management  and  control  of  ■ 
the  poorhouse  and  farm,  and  to  prescribe  their  compen- 
sation and  duties. 

5.  To  appoint  a  county  physician  and  prescribe  his  compen- 
sation and  duties. 

6.  To  appoint  an  agent  to  have  the  general  supervision  and 
charge  of  all  matters  in  relation  to  the  care  and  support 
of  the  poor,  and  to  prescribe  his  compensation  and 
duties. 

7.  To  make  the  necessary  appropriations  for  the  erection 
and  maintenance  of  the  county  home.* 

Records  of  the  county  home  are  prepared  and  kept  by  the  keeper 
(superintendent)  of  the  home.  He  is  required  to  keep  an  account  showing 
the  name  of  each  person  admitted  to  the  county  poorhouse,  the  time  of  his 
admission  and  discharge,  the  place  of  his  birth,  and  the  cause  of  his  de- 
pendency. He  is  also  required,  at  the  same  time  each  year,  to  file  with 
the  county  clerk  of  his  county  a  copy  of  this  record  together  with  a  state- 
ment showing  the  average  number  of  persons  kept  in  the  poorhouse  each 
month  during  the  year.^ 

375.     Cash  Book  (Record  of  Inmates),  1936-.      1  v. 
Record  of  inmates  of  county  farm,  showing  name,  age,  sex,  last  residence, 
marital  status,  physical  and  mental  condition,  previous  occupation,     anvl 
date     of  admission     of  inmate.       Arr.  by  date  of    admission.       No  index. 
Hdw.       80  p.  12  x  7^  X  1^,      Off.  of  supt.,  county  home. 


1.  L.  1919,  p.  699;  L  1935,  p.  1058. 

2.  L.  1839,  p.  139;  R.  S.  1845,  p.  404,  405;  L.  1861,  p.  180;  R.  S.  1874,  p.  757;  L  1917,  p.  638, 
639;  L.  1919,  p.  698,  699;  L  1935,  p.  1057,  1058. 

3.  R.  S.  1874,  p.  758. 
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XX.     COUNTY   MINE    INSPECTOR 

Legislation  in  regard  to  health  and  safety  in  the  mining  industry 
originally  made  the  county  surveyor  ex-officio  inspector  of  mines.^  As 
such  inspector  he  was  to  be  assisted  by  a  practical  miner,  to  act  under 
oath,  and  to  receive  a  salary  fixed  by  the  county  board  and  paid  out  of 
the  county  treasury.  His  duties  were  to  see  that  safety  measures  were 
observed  in  the  mines  and  to  collect  facts  relative  to  coal  mining  and 
mining  land.  The  inspector  reported  to  the  Governor  annually  on  the 
condition  of  mines  in  regard  to  safety  and  ventilation  and  the  result  of  ex- 
amination of  causes  of  accidents. 

In  1877  the  legislature  authorized  the  county  board,  in  each  county  in 
which  mining  is  carried  on,  to  appoint  an  inspector  of  mines.=  This  county 
inspector,  who  had  to  give  evidence  of  practical  mining  experience,  was 
required  to  take  an  oath  of  office,  and  to  furnish  a  bond  to  the  county 
board  in  an  amount  fixed  by  the  latter  body.  The  amount  of  the  bond 
was  fixed  in  1879  at  not  less  than  $1,000  nor  more  than  $3,000.''  Where 
a  competent  inspector  was  not  appointed,  or  where  the  inspector  did  not 
properly  perform  his  duties  then  the  circuit  judge,  at  the  request  of  ten 
citizens  of  the  county,  and  upon  proper  proof  of  incompetency,  was  em- 
powered to  remove  the  inspector  and  appoint  a  properly  qualified  person  to 
act  during  the  unexpired  term.* 

The  State  Mining  Board  was  created  in  1899,  and  the  state  divided 
into  seven  inspection  districts,  with  a  State  Inspector  of  Mines  in  each.^ 
The  county  also  was  fitted  into  this  new  organization  with  the  require- 
ment that  the  county  board  appoint  a  county  inspector  of  mines  upon  the 
written  request  of  the  State  Inspector  for  the  district  in  which  the  par- 
ticular county  was  located.^  The  intention  of  the  legislature  to  main- 
tain centralization  in  mine  inspection  was  indicated  by  this  statute  which 
made  the  county  inspector  an  assistant  to  the  State  Inspector.  In  accord- 
ance with  this  act,  a  county  mine  inspector  was  appointed  in  Saline  County 
in  1903.- 

Provision  was  made  in  1915  for  petition  by  the  State  Inspector  to 
the  county  court  upon  failure  of  the  county  board  to  appoint  a  suitable 
county  mine  inspector.*  If  necessary,  the  court  will  appoint  an  inspector, 
and  order  the  county  board  to  appropriate  money  for  his  compensation. 
This  provision  was  recently  reenacted.* 


1. 

L  1871-72,  p.  572. 

2. 

L  1877,  p.  141,  142. 

3. 

L  1879,  p.  208. 

4. 

Ibid.,   p.   209. 

5. 

L.  1899,  p.  306,  308. 

6. 

Ibid.,   p.   314,   315. 

7. 

Supervisors'   Records,  v.   D, 

p.  213, 

8. 

L  1915,   p.  509,   510. 

9. 

L.   1939,  p.  727,   728. 

—217— 


XXL     FARM    BUREAU 

Saline  County  farm  bureau  was  organized  in  1917  to  promote  and  fos- 
ter the  social  and  economic  interest  of  persons  engaged  in  agriculture,  and 
to  encourage,  promote,  and  foster  cooperative  organizations  for  the  mutual 
benefit  of  its  members.  The  membership  of  this  bureau  is  made  up  of 
farmers  of  the  county.  A  farm  advisor  is  employed  who  cooperates  with 
the  University  of  Illinois  College  of  Agriculture  in  its  program  of  exten- 
tion  education  and  farm  studies,  and  to  work  with  farm  leaders  in  estab- 
lishing such  organizations  as  4-H  clubs  and  Dairy  Herd  Improvement  As- 
sociations. 

In  1914  Congress  inaugurated  a  program  of  agricultural  extension  edu- 
cation by  providing  for  cooperation  between  the  agricultural  colleges  in 
the  several  states  and  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.'  The 
purpose  of  the  act  was  to  aid  in  diffusing  useful  and  practical  information 
on  subjects  relating  to  agriculture  and  home  economics,  and  to  encourage 
the  application  of  the  same.  An  appropriation  was  made  to  each  state  to 
carry  out  the  act,  subject  to  the  assent  by  the  state  legislature  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act,  and  provided  that  the  state  appropriate  a  sum  equal  to 
that  given  by  the  Federal  Government.-  The  General  Assembly  assented 
to  this  act  by  a  joint  resolution  which,  authorized  and  empowered  the 
trustees  of  the  University  of  Illinois  to  receive  the  grants  of  money  ap- 
propriated under  the  act,  and  to  organize  and  conduct  agricultural  exten- 
sion work  in  connection  with  the  College  of  Agriculture  of  the  University.* 

The  General  Assembly  appropriated  money  in  1917  for  the  payment  of 
county  agricultural  advisors.*  The  money  was  to  be  appropriated  to  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  to  be  distributed  equally  among  the  several 
county  agricultural  advisors  of  the  state,  to  apply  upon  their  salaries. 
The  vouchers  approved  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for  payment  were 
to  be  accompanied  by  the  certificate  of  the  agricultural  college  of  the 
University  of  Illinois  that  the  requirements  of  the  act  relative  to  the  em- 
ployment of  county  advisors  had  been  substantially  applied.  In  1928, 
to  further  develop  the  cooperative  extension  system  in  agriculture  and 
home  economics,  Congress  appropriated  additional  sums  of  money,  eighty 
per  cent  of  which  was  to  be  utilized  for  the  payment  of  salaries  of  exten- 
sion agents  in  counties  of  the  several  states." 


1.  38  U.  S.   S.  L.  372. 

2.  Ibid.,   373. 

3.  L.  1915,  Joint  Resolutions,  p.  732. 

4.  L  1917,   p.   85. 

5.  45   U.   S.   S.   L.   711. 
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XXII.     TUBERCULOSIS    SANITARIUM   BOARD 

In  1909  the  powers  of  the  county  were  extended  to  permit  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  sanitarium  for  the  care  and  treatment  of  county  residents 
suffering  from  tuberculosis.^  This  provision  was  greatly  amplified  in  an 
act  of  1915  which  described  in  detail  the  conditions  necessary  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  such  an  institution  and  the  manner  in  which  it  was  to  be 
supported,  managed,  and  controlled.^ 

The  act  provided  that  whenever  one  hundred  legal  voters  in  a  county 
should  petition  the  county  board  to  levy  a  tax  for  the  establishment  and 
maintenance  of  a  tuberculosis  sanitarium,  the  board  was  required  to  sub- 
mit the  question  to  the  voters  of  the  county  at  the  next  regular  general 
election.  A  favorable  majority  of  all  votes  cast  upon  the  proposition  was 
necessary  for  adoption.''  In  the  original  legislation  of  1915  the  amount  of 
the  tax  levy  was  limited  to  not  more  than  three  mills  on  the  dollar  an- 
nually on  all  taxable  property  in  the  county.*  This  limit  was  lowered  in 
1923  to  two  mills,''  and  further  reduced  in  1929  to  one  and  one  half  mills," 
the  present  statutory  requirement.  The  money  thus  received  was  to  be 
set  apart  in  a  special  Tuberculosis  Sanitarium  Fund.' 

The  management  of  the  sanitarium  was  vested  in  a  board  of  three  di- 
rectors appointed  by  the  president  or  chairman  of  the  county  board  with 
the  approval  of  that  body.  The  directors  were  to  serve  for  three  years." 
Vacancies  on  the  board  were  to  be  filled  in  the  manner  in  which  the  orig- 
inal appointments  were  made.  Immediately  after  their  appointment,  the 
directors  were  required  to  meet  and  elect  from  their  number  a  president, 
secretary,  and  such  other  officers  as  they  might  deem  necessary.^  The 
county  electorate  voted  on  November  8,  1938,^°  for  the  levying  of  a  tax  to 
establish  such  an  institution;  the  first  board  of  directors  was  appointed  on 
February  16,  1939." 

Today  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  board  of  directors  are  essentially 
the  same  as  in  1915.  The  directors  have  been  given  broad  powers  in  the 
control  and  management  of  any  sanitarium,  all  dispensaries,  or  auxiliary 
institutions  and  activities  established  or  carried  on  under  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  1915  and  subsequent  legislation.^-  They  are  granted  exclusive 
control  of  the  expenditure  of  all  moneys  collected  to  the  credit  of  the  fund 
and  may  receive,  in  the  name  of  the  county,  contributions  or  donations  to 


1.  L  1909,  p.  162. 

2.  L.  1915,  p.  346-49. 

3.  Ibid.,  p.  346,  347. 

4.  Ibid.,  p.  346. 

5.  L.  1923,  p.  302. 

6.  L.  1929,  p.  304. 

7.  L  1915,  p.  346;  L  1923,  p.  302;  L.  1929,  p.  304,  305. 

8.  The  first  three  directors,  however,  were  required  to  serve  for  irregular  terms  of  one,  two,  and  three 
years  in  order  to  permit  the  appointment  of  one  new  director  annually.  The  particular  term  of  each 
director  was  to  serve  was  decided  by  lot  (L.  1915,   p.  347). 

9.  L  1915,   p.  347. 

10.  Supervisors'   Record,  v.   G,   p.  376. 

11.  Ibid.,   p.  398. 

12.  L.  1915,  p.  346-49;  L  1923,  p.  302,  303;  L  1929,  p.  304,  305.  Cf.  R.  S.  1937,  p.  956-59. 
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the  sanitarium  of  money  or  property.  Persons  desiring  to  make  a  dona- 
tion, bequest,  or  devise  of  any  money,  personal  property,  or  real  estate 
may  vest  the  title  to  such  property  in  the  board  of  directors  who,  upon  ac- 
ceptance, hold  and  control  it  and  act  as  special  trustees.  Otherwise,  all 
moneys  received  for  the  use  of  the  sanitarium  are  deposited  in  the  county 
treasury  within  a  month  after  their  receipt,  to  be  drawn  upon  only  by  the 
proper  officers  upon  presentation  of  properly  authenticated  vouchers  of 
the  board  of  directors.  When  such  a  deposit  is  made  the  board  is  re- 
quired to  secure  a  receipt  from  the  treasurer." 

Since  1923,  to  insure  greater  working  efficiency,  counties  maintain- 
ing tuberculosis  sanitariums  have  been  permitted  to  convey  property  for 
such  purposes,  to  any  adjacent  county  or  counties  upon  such  terms  and  con- 
ditions as  the  respective  county  boards  agree  on  by  a  majority  vote  of  all 
members  of  each  board.  In  the  same  year  it  was  also  provided  that  coun- 
ties without  public  tuberculosis  facilities  might  use  funds  secured  for  that 
purpose  to  give  patients  sanitarium  care  in  private  or  public  sanitariums  of 
the  state.^'  The  Tuberculosis  Sanitarium  Fund  of  Saline  County  is  dis- 
tributed under  this  latter  provision,  as  no  county  sanitarium  is  maintained. 

The  directors  are  required  to  return  to  the  county  board  monthly  a 
list  of  the  names  of  all  persons  making  contributions  and  donations,  the 
amount  and  nature  of  the  property  so  received,  and  the  date  of  its  receipt. 
On  or  before  the  second  Monday  in  June  in  each  year,  the  directors  make 
an  annual  report  to  the  county  board,  stating  the  condition  of  their  trust 
on  the  first  day  of  June,  the  various  sums  of  money  received  from  all 
sources  and  how  and  for  what  purposes  expended,  the  number  of  patients, 
and  other  pertinent  statistics,  information,  and  suggestions. '^ 


1 


13.  L  1915,  p.  347-49. 

14.  L  1923,  p.  303. 

15.  L.  1915,  p.  348,  349. 
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(All  figrures  refer  to  entry  numbers;  bold  type 
indicates  the  ending  of  a  record  in  the 
decade  under  which  it  is  listed) 


1811  - 1820 

103,  111 
1821  - 1830 

None 

103,  111 
1831  -  1840 

None 


1841 


103,  111 
■1850 


New  Records 

New  Records 
Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decade 

New  Records 
Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades 

New  Records 


1,  2,  29.  44.  60.  61,  74.  86,  93,  104,  107,  108,  155,  199-202.  204.  215,  223, 
230,  243,  252.  258.  259,  265 

Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades 
103,  111 


1851  - 1860 


New  Records 


13,  48,  51,  58,  62,  77,  78,  88,  144,  205,  206,  225,  226,  231,  233-235,     251 
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Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades 
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215,  223,  230,  243,  252,  258,  259,  265 
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Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades 
1,  13,  29,  44,  48,  51,  58,  60-62,  74,  77,    78,    86,    88,    93,    103,    104,    107, 
108,  111,  144,  155,  199-202,  204-206,  215,    223,    225,  226,    230,  231,  233- 
235,  243,  251,  252,  255,  258,  259,  265,  273 


1871  - 1880 
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129,  130,  137,  151,  154,  159,  160,  163,  165,  173-175,  179,  180,  183,  208, 
209,  217,  218,  222,  224,  227-229,  247,  248,  260,  269,  280,  286,  287,  298, 
302,  306,  309,  310 
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Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades 

1,  2,  15,  29,  32,  44,  48,  51,  55,  56,  58,  60-62,  74,  78,  86,  88,  93,  103,  104, 

105,  106-108,  112,  119,  136,  155,  181,  199-202,  204-206,    213,  214,  219, 

221,  223,  225,  226,  230-236,  243,  245,  251,  252,  255,  258,  259,  264,  265, 
273,  275 

1881  -  1890 

New  Records 
5,  9,  35,  36,  54,  67,  71,  110,  134,  135,  164,  166,  167,  203,  210,  216,  237, 
238,  249,  250,  256,  272,  284,  292,  311 

Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades 
1,  2,  12,  14,  15,  29,  32-34,  44,  45,  48,  51,  52,  55.  56,  60-63,  66,  68-70, 
72-76,  78,  81,  83,  86,  88,  93,  100,  103,  104,  106-108,  112,  117,  119,  126, 
129,  130,  136.  137.  151,  154,  155.  159.  160-163,  165.  173-175,  179,  180,  181, 
183,  199-202.  204-206,  208,  209,  213,  214,  217,  218,  219,  221,  223,  224- 
228,  229,  230-236,  243,  245,  247,  248,  251,  252,  255,  258-260,  264,  265 
269,  273,  275,  280,  286,  287,  298,  302,  306,  309,  310 

1891  -  1900 

New  Records 

42,  47,  59.  80,  94,  97,  109,  113,  124,  128,  145,  176,  182,  184,  190,  196, 
244,  246,  262,  26S,  270,  271,  279,  281,  289,  296,  297,  303,  321,  327,  328, 
349 

Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades 

1,  2,  5,  9,  14,  15,  29,  32-36,  44,  45,  48,  51,  54-56,  58,  66-76,  78,  81,  83, 
93,  103,  104,  106-108,  110,  112,  119,  126,  129,  130,  134-137,  151,  154, 
155,  160,  163-167.  173-175.  179.  183,  199-206,  208-210,  213,  214,  216,  218. 
221,  224-228,  230-238,  243,  245,  247-252,  255,  256,  258-260,  265,  269, 
272,  273,  275,  280,  284,  287,  292,  302,  306,  309,  310,  311 

1901  -  1910 

New  Records 

16,  20,  27,  37,  38.  39,  41,  46,  53,  79,  95,  96,  101,  102,  118,  120,  125,  131. 
133,  138,  139,  143,  152,  153,  169-172.  178,  198,  253,  254,  257,  288,  290, 
291,  293,  299,  300,  350-355,  358-362 

Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades 
1,  2,  5,  9,  14.  15.  29.  32-36.  42.  44,  45.  47.  48.  51,  54-56.  58.  59,  66-76.  78, 
80,  81,  83,  88,  93,  94,  97,  100.  103.  104,  106-109,  112,  113.  119,  124,  126, 
128-130,  134-137,  145,  151,  154,  155,  160,  163,  164,  165-167,  173-176, 
179,  182-184,  190,  196.  199-202,  203,  204-206,  208.  209.  210.  213.  214, 
216,  218,  221,  222,  224-226,  227,  228,  230-238,  243-252,  255,  256.  258- 
260,  262,  265,  269-273,  275,  280,  281,  284,  287,  292,  296,  297,  302,  303, 
306,  309,  310.  321,  327,  328,  349 

1911  -  1920 

New  Records 

4,  17,  22-24,  49,  57,  65,  82,  84,  92,  98,  99,  114,  116,  121,  123,  127,  132, 
140,  141,  142,  161.  162,  168,  177,  185,  186,  189,  191,  192,  194,  195,  197, 
207,  211,  212,  261,  266,  276-278,  294,  295,  312,  322,  329,  356,  357,  363, 
364,  365,  366,  367 
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Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades 

1,  2,  5,  9,  14-16,  27.  29,  32-38,  41,  42,  44-48,  51,  53,  54,  55.  56,  58,  59,1 
66-76,  78,  79,  81,  88,  88,  93-97,  100,  101,  103,  103,  104,  106-109,  112, 
113,  119,  120,  124-126,  128-131,  133,  134,  135,  136,  137,  138,  139,  143,: 
145,  151-153,  155,  159,  160,  163,  165-167,  169-176,  178,  182-184,  190,; 
196,  199-202,  204-206,  209,  210,  213,  214,  218,  221,  222,  224-226,  230,  j 
231,  232.  233-238,  243-257,  262,  265.  269-273,  275,  280,  281,  284,  286,  287, 
290,  291-293,  296,  299,  300,  302,  303.  306,  309,  310,  321,  327,  328,  349- j 
355,  358-362 


1921  -  1930 


New  Records 


6-8,  10,  11,  18,  19,  21,  25,  26,  30,  31,  40,  50,  87,  89,  90,  115,  122,  156, 
157,  158,  187,  188,  193,  239,  274,  283,  305,  307,  316-319,  323,  325,  332,j 
333,  337-342,  344 

Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades 
1,  2,  4,  5,  9,  14-17,  22,  23,  24,  27,  29,  32-38,  42,  44-49,  51,  54.  56-59,  65- 1 
76,  78,  79,  81,  82,  88,  92.  93-100,  103,  104.  106-109,  112-114,  116,  119- 
121,  123-130,  131,  132,  133,  134.  136,  137,  141,  142,  143.  145,  151-153, 
155,  159.  160.  161,  163,  165-167,  169,  170-172,  173-176,  177.  178,  182-184. 
185,  186,  190,  191,  192,  194-197,  199-202.  204-206,  207.  209.  210-214, 
218,  221,  222,  224,  225,  226,  230,  231,  233-238,  243-257,  262,  265,  266, 
269-273.  275.  280,  281,  284,  286,  287,  289,  291-296,  299,  300,  302,  306, 
309,  310,  321,  322,  327-329,  349-352,  353-355,  357-361,  362,,  363,  364. 
366,  367 


1931  - 1940 


New  Records 


3,  28,  43,  64,  91,  240-242,    267,    268,    282,  285,  301,    304,  308,  313-315, 
320,  324,  326,  330,  331,  334-336,  343,  345-347,  348,  369-375 

Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades 

1,  2,  4-11,  14-18,  19,  21,  22,  23,  25-27,  29-38,  40,  42,  44-51,  54,  56-59, 
65-76,  78,  79,  81.  82.  87-90.  93-100,  103.  104,  106-109.  112-115,  116. 
119,  120.  121,  122,  123,  124-127,  128,  129,  130,  132,  133,  136,  137,  141, 
142,  145.  151-153.  156.  157.  160,  161,  163,  165-167,  169,  173-176,  178,  182, 
183,  184,  186,  187,  190,  192-197,  199-202,  204-206,  210-214,  218.  221,  222, 
225,  226,  230,  231,  233-239,  243-245,  246,  247-257,  262,  265,  266,  269-274, 
280,  281,  283,  284,  286,  289,  291-296,  299,  300,  306,  307,  309,  310.  321- 
323,  325,  327,  328,  329,  332,  333,  337-342,  344,  349,  350-352.  357,  358- 
361.  363,  366 


No  Date 

146-150 
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(Aba-App) 

SUBJECT   INDEX 

(Figures  in  bold  type  refer  to  page  numbers;  all  others  to  entry  numbers) 


Abatement,  304 

mosquito,     district    organization, 
77 
Abbreviations    and    symbols    used 

in  inventory,  104,  105 
Abney,   A.  G.,   27 
Abney,   Daniel,  56 
Abstract 
title 

recording  of,  137 
of  votes,  88,  90 
Accoucheurs,  register  of,  83 
Accounts 
See  also  Fees;     Fund;     Receipts 
and    expenditures 
affidavits  of,  31 
birth  and  death,   county  clerk's, 

100,  101 
of  claims   against  estates,     222, 

223,  224 
of   county    funds 
audits,  63,  112 
budget  record,  3 
collector's,   299,  303 
examination,   112 
treasurer's,    306,    309 
current  of  estates,  223 
masters'  reports  of,  237,   268 
probate,  199 

receivable,   highway,   347 
of  school  funds,  321 
sheriff's  report  of,  35 
state's  attorney's  reports  of,  269 
treasurer's 

daily  balance  ledger,  308 
reports  of,   32 
Administrator 
See  also  Estate;    Executor;    Pro- 
bate Court;   Will 
accounts,  199,  223 
bonds,   199,   202,   205,  208 

additional,   202,   208 
de  bonis  non,  202,  205,  207,  208 
files,    index  to,   201 
insolvent  estate  record,  202,  217 
inventories,  199,  214,  215 
letters,  199,  202,  205,  208 
oaths,   199,   202  205,  208 
petitions,  199,  202,  205,  208 
public,  161 

record  (bonds,  letters,  oaths,  pe- 
titions),  202,   205 


Administrator   ( Continued ) 
reports,  199,  202,  222 
with  will  annexed,  202,  208 
Adoption 
See  also  Juvenile 
files,  154,  169,  190,  199 
jurisdiction  in,  147 
records,  202 
Adult  probation  officer,     see  Pro- 
bation 
Affidavit 

of  accounts,  31 

in  adoption  cases,   154,   169,   199 
of  consent  to  marriage  of  min- 
ors,   74,   75 
in   drainage     proceedings,      350- 

356,   359,   365,   367 
in  juvenile  cases,  154,  190,  199 
of  posting  notices,  326 
of  proof  of  heirship,  202,  212 
of  property  owners  for  local  im- 
provements, 171 
for  tax  deeds,  56,  58 
of  title,  recordation  of,  109 
vdtness,  152,  153,  154,  233,  234 
stubs  of,  281 
Agreement 

for  coal  and  mineral  rights,  109, 

138 
for  oil  and  gas  leases,  Pittsburg 
Oil     and   Gas     Company, 
109,  140 
Aliens,  see  Naturalization 
Alimony,     register     of     payments 

made,  265,  266,  282 
Allotment 

motor  fuel  tax,  346 
Almshouse,       see     County     farm; 
County  home;  Poor;  Pub- 
lic welfare;   Relief 
American  Legion,  58 
Anderson,  Albert  A.,  22 
Anderson,  D.  N.,  20 
Anderson,  William,  22 
Annexation  of  lands     to  drainage 

districts,  see  Drainage 
Anticipation   warrants,     see  War- 
rants 
Appeal 
to  appellate  court,     supersedeas 

orders  in,  154,  158 
bonds,  153,  154,  236 
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Appeal  (Continued) 

to  circuit  court,  68,  151,  170,  171 
to  county  court,  68,  146,  152-154 
from     county   court,      to  higher 

court,   151 
to  supreme     court,     supersedeas 
orders  in,  154,  158 
Appellate  court 

appeals  to,  supersedeas  order  in, 
154,  158 
Application 

for  blind  benefits 
original,   22 
record,  23 
for  marriage  licenses,  72 
for  old  age  assistance,  370 
Appointment  in  probate,  see  under 

title  of  appointee 
Appraisement 

of  estates,  199,  202,  217 
bill  of,  213,  215,  218 
notice  of,  196 
record,  213,  215 
Appraiser 

appointment  of,  court  order  for, 

213,    215 
reports,  inheritance  tax,  196 
Appropriation 

of  county  funds,  1,  3,     112,  302, 
307 
Architect 
state 

inspection   of  school  property, 
76 

school     superintendent's       re- 
ports to,  201 
Army,   see  Soldiers 
Articles,    see   Agreements,     Incor- 
poration 
Assessments 
See  also  Tax 
statements  of,  40 
supervisor  of,  see  Supervisor 
Assessor 

books    (lists   of  taxable   proper- 
ty), 44 
county,     see   Supervisor     of  as- 
sessments 
district,  64,  122n 
township 
bonds,   97 
duties.  64,  122,  191 
election,  64,  191 


Attorney 

circuit,  70 

state's,  see  State's  attorney 
Auditing  of  county  funds,  63 
Auditor 

county     clerk's     statements     of 
taxes  to,  54,  55 

reports  of  drainage  districts,  357 
Awards,  widows',  see  Widow 
Bail 

bonds,     163,     186,   188,  235,  236, 
243,   247,   276 
Baker,  Edmund,  16,  55 
Baker,  James,  15 
Baker,  W.  C,  21 
Baldwin,  William,  37 
Ballots,  see  Election 
Bank 

deposit  slips,  315 
Bankston,  33 

Bankston  Colliery  Mine,  39 
Bankston's  Fork  Church  53 
Bankston    Fork    drainage    district, 

354 
Bar  association,  record  of  memor- 
ials,  283 
Bar  docket 

circuit  court,  262 

county  court,  181 
Barger,  John,  11 
Barker,  Isaac  E.,  18 
Barnes,   John,   30 
Barter,    Samuel,   16 
Bastardy   cases,    bonds    posted   in, 

163,  187 
Bell,  Captain,  4 
Belleville     and  Eldorado     Railway 

Company,    35 
Bench  warrants,  236 
Bennett,  Eva,   54 
Bennett,  Hiram,  16 
Benson,  Valentine,  37 
Bethel's  Creek,  33 
Bids,  in  drainage  proceedings,  350- 

356 
Big   Saline  Association,   53 
Big  Four  Railroad,  9,  39 

Bills 

appraisement,  213,  215 
in  chancery  cases,  234 
against  county, 
filing  of,  114 
against  estates,  199 
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Bills   (Continued) 
of  sale,   109,   133 

estate  property,  215 
true,  see  Indictment 
Birth 
See  also  Vital  Statistics 
accounts,  treasurer's  reports  of, 

32 
reports,  1 

warrants,  stubs  of,  15,  20 
Black,  John,  6 
Black     Branch   drainage     district, 

352,  366 
Black  Hawk  War,  7 
Black  Land  drainage  district,  351, 

354,  358 
Blackman,  David  I.,  22 
Blackman,  W.  S.,  51 
Blind 

examiner,    see  Examiner 
pensions,  see  Pensions 
relief,  see  Relief 
Blue  Bird  Coal  Company,  39 

Board 

of    County    commissioners,      see 
Commissioners,        County 
board   of 
of  health,  see  Health 
miners'  examining  -,  see  Miners 
of  review,  see  Review 
school,  see  School 
of     supervisors,     County,       see 
Supervisors 
Bond,  George,  11 
Bond  issues 
drainage,  357 
record,  210 
highway 

proposal  for,   337 
register  of,  27 
road,  24 

cancelled,   24 

fund,  warrants  issued  against, 
stubs  of,  18 
school    district 
cancelled,  24 
register  of,  25 
resolutions  for,  92 
township,  register  of,  26 
Bonds 

appeal,  153,  154,  236 
assessors',   96 

township,   97  191 


(BU-Bon) 

Bonds   (Continued) 

bail,  163,  186,  188,  235,  236,  243, 
247,    276 
in  bastardy  cases,  187 

circuit's  clerk's,  172 
collectors' 

county,  195 

township,  96,   135 
commissioners',   county,   93 
constables',  95,  99,  124 
contractors',    drainage,    350-356 
coroner's,  95,  187 

deputy,    187 
county  clerk's,  121 
for  deeds,  107,  141 
drainage     commissioners',      350- 

356,   358-367 
highway  commissioners',  98 
injunction,  236 
justice  of  peace,  93,  99,  124 

mayors',  93 
miscellaneous,   236 

officers' 

county,   1,  2,  94 
keeping  of,  124 

township,   2 
of  officials 

county,  160 

lodge,  recorded,  109 

park  district,  172 

village,  172 
police  magistrates',  93 
of  probate  appointees,  see  under 

title   of   appointee 
recognizance 

circuit     court,   236,     237    [iii], 
247,    275 

county  court,   153,      154,      163, 
185,  186 

in  probation,  247,  275,  277 

recorded,  109 
recorder's,  136 
sheriffs',  184 
state's  attorney's,  189 
supervisors',  96 

of  assessments,  191 
surveyors',  96 
treasurers' 

county,  98  198 

township,    134 
trustees',   school,    recorded,   109 
workmen's    compensation,    236 
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Bounty    warrants,    sheep,    register 

of,  12 
Bourland,  William,  22 
Bridge 
See  also  Highways;  Roads 

contracts,  338 

fund,  see  Fund 

levies,  see  Levy  under  Tax 

petitions  for,  29 
Bromlet,  C.  B.,  22 
Bromlet,  Hezekiah,  21 
Brown,  Coleman,  5,  6 
Brushy  precinct,  54 
Brushy  Township,   20 
Budget 

county,  3 

school,   323 
Beulah  Heights,   incorporation  pa- 
pers, 172 
Bulletins,     county  board  of  super- 
visors,  1 
Bun,  James,  37 
Burial  grounds,  see  Cemetery 
Burnett,  H.  C,  13 
Burnett,  Hiram,  11,  26,  29 
Burnett,   James,   15 
Burnett,  John  M.,  14,  47 
Burnett,  William  G.,  37 
Cain,  18 

Cairo     and       Vincennes     Railroad 

Company,  34 
Capias,  writs  of,  154,  185,  236 
Carr,  Robert,  32 
Carr,  William,  11 
Carrier  Mills,  38,  39 

map  of,  317 
Carrier  Mills  Township,  20 
Cash  books 
See  also  Account;     Fees;     Fund; 
Receipts  and  expenditures 

treasurer's,   309 
Cemetery 

deeds,    107,    114,    116 

plats,   116 

Census,  Saline  County,  77 
Certificates 
See  also  License 
birth 

original,  65,  68 
record,  66 
index   to,    67 
for   citizenship,    see   Naturaliza- 
tion 


Certificates   (Continued) 

of   competency,    miners    examin- 
ing board,  41 
death,   68 

coroner's,   289 
record  of,  69 
index  to,  70 
dentists',  81 
of  election,  trustees 

churches,  lodges  and  societies, 

137 
school,  109 
jury 

cancelled,  14 
register  of,  310,   311 
stubs  of,   16,   274 
of  levy 

road  and  bridge,  1,  30 
sheriff's,  129 
tax,  47 
miners    examining    board,      fees 

received   for,   102 
optometrists',  84 
physicians',  81 
of  publication,  154,  169,  199 
of  purchase 

issued     by  drainage     commis- 
sioner,   76 
lands  and  lots,  58,  63 
masters',   130-132 
sheriff's,  237,  241 
tax,  57,  106 
recording  of,  123,  136 
of  redemption 
master's,  130 
sheriffs,   129 
of  sale 

master's,  130 
sheriff's,  129 
stallion,  143 

renewal  of,  143 
stillbirth,  68 
tax  sale,  57 
teachers', 

issuance  of,  73,  73n 
of     transmittal  of     court  order, 
196 
Challenge  to  jury,  233 
Chancery,  see  also  Circuit     court; 
Master-in-chancery 
jurisdiction  in,  66,  171 
Chattel 
See  Personal  property 
mortgages,   see  Mortgage 
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Checks 

cancelled,   314 

issued  by  school  superintendent, 
stubs  of,  335,  336 
Children,  see  Juvenile 
Chiropodists'  licenses,  82 
Choisser,  Joseph,  S3 
Chronicle,  The,  19,  58 
Church    trustees,    election    certifi- 
cates, 137 

Circuit  attorney,  70 
Circuit  court 

appeals  to,  68,  151,  170,  171 

branches,  171 

clerk 

appointment,  68,  173 

bonds,  172 

docket,  264 

duties  and  election,  172 

ex  officio  recorder,  136 

files,    miscellaneous,    237 

issue  docket,   255 

oath,  172 

office  location,   100 

pro-tempore,  appointment,  172 

records  kept  by 

legislation     concerning,      80 

reports  to  the  board,  33 

roster,  86 
dockets 

bar,  262 

execution,  257,  259 

general,  263 

judge's.  252-254 

judgment,  257,  258 
and   execution,    257 

master  in  chancery,  260 

mechanic's  lien,   252,   256 

motion,   261 
fee  books   (court  costs) 

chancery,  265,   266 

common  law,  265 

criminal,   265 
files 

chancery.  234 

common  law.  233 

criminal,   235 

executions,  237.  240 

index  to,  231  232 

miscellaneous,  236,  237 
judge.  66,  67,  170 
jurisdiction      and     functions   of, 
66,  67,  170-173 


Circuit  court   (Continued) 

plaintiff-defendant    index,    231 
praecipes,   234,   235,   249 
records 

bail  bonds,  243,  247 
chancery,  243,  245 
common  law,   243 
criminal,  243,  247 
divorce,   243.   245.   246 
judgment,    243,   244 
index  to.  231 
indictment,  243,  247,  248 
parole.   279 

recognizance.   247.  275.   277 
required  to  be  kept.  231-283 
register     of   alimony   payments. 

265.   266,  282 
reports  to 

master  in  chancery,  269-271 
state's     attorney's,     237,    267, 
269 
Citations,   234 

Cities,  see  under  names  of  indi- 
vidual cities 
City  levies,  see  Levy  under  Tax 
Civil 

cases,    see    Common    law    under 
Circuit       court,       County 
court 
jurisdiction  in,  146,  170 
Claim 

action     on,     by  county  board  of 

supervisors,   2 
against  county,  1,   4 
auditing  of,  63,  112 
register  of,  5 
against   estates,    199,   202.   203 
accounts  of.   222-224 
judgments  on.  docket  of,     226 
notice  to  file,  202,  206 
in     drainage     proceedings.     350- 

352.  355.  356,  365,  367 
highway,   6,    8.    344 

register  of.  345 
motor  fuel   tax,   31 
against  school   fund,   322 
against  state-aid  road  fund,     7 
for  state     aid  for  schools,     321, 
323-325 
Clark.  William  St.  C,  31 
Clerk 

county,  see  County  clerk 
of    courts,     see  under    name  of 
specific  court 
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Clerk    (Continued) 
dockets 

county  court,  179 
of  election,    salaries,   statements 
of,  89 
Cleveland,  Cincinnati,  Chicago  and 
St.  Louis     Railroad  Com- 
pany,  35 
Coal 

rights,  agreements  for,   109,  138 
Cole,  Wesley,  55 
Collection  of  taxes,  see  Tax 
Collector 
county 
accounts 

with  towns,  299,  303 
appointment,   65 
bonds,    195 

books    (lists   of  taxable   prop- 
erty), 51 
county   treasurer,      ex   officio, 

65,  195 
delinquent   lists,   305 
duties     and     functions     of  65, 

195,  196 
records  kept  by,  299-305 
reports,   306 

to  county  clerk,  195 
roster,  88,  89 
settlement  record,   303 
sheriff's     early     duties  as  65, 

195 
statement  of  school  tax,  300 
township 

abolition  of  office,  65,  195 
accounts    with    county    collec- 
tor, statements  of  303 
bonds,  96,  135 

duties     and  election,     65,   195 
statement     of  tax  collections, 
302 
Commission 

insanity  findings,  167,  202 
veterans'  relief  -,     see  Veterans 
welfare,  county,  214 
Commissioner 

of  assessment,  report  of,  178 
county 

board  of,  proceedings,  2 
bonds  of,  93 
court. 
See       Supervisors,        County 
board  of 
drainage,  see  Drainage 


Commissioner  (Continued) 
highway,   see  Highway 
school,  see  School 
Committees,    county   board    of   su- 
pervisors 
reports,   1,   2 
Commitments     in     county     court, 

152-154 

Common     law,     see    also     Circuit 

court; 

jurisdiction  in,  146,  170 

Communications,   county   board   of 

supervisors,   1,  2 
Compensation       act,       workmen's 

bonds  under,   236 
Complaint 

docket,    296,    297 
before  justices,  235 
in  juvenile  cases,     154,  190,  199 
Confession 

judgment  by,  160-162 
record,     in  criminal  cases,     163, 
164 
Conservator 
See   also   Estate;    Guardian;      In- 
sanity; Probate  court 
accounts,  199,  223 
bonds,  199,   202.  210,  211 
files,   index  to,   201 
insolvent  estate  record,  202,  217 
inventories,    199 
letters,  199,  202,  210 
oaths,  199,  202,  210 
petitions,  199,  202,   210 
record  (bonds,  letters,  oaths,  pe- 
titions), 202,  210 

reports,  199,  202,  222 
Constables 

appointment,    70 
bonds  of,  95,  99 

keeping  of,  124 
creation  of  office,  70 
duties,  70 
election,  70 
Construction,    see   Bridge;    Coimty 
property;   Highway;   Road 
under   "Transportation 
Contracts,     county,     authority     to 
make.  111 
drainage,  350,  351,  353-356 
highway,  338,  340 
keeping  of,  206 
Conveyance 
See  also  Deeds;  Mortgage 
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Conveyance   (Continued) 

record  of,  First  Trust  and  Sav- 
ings Bank,   122 
Coroner 

bonds  of,  95,  187 

creation  of  office,  71 

deputy,    appointment    and    bond, 

187 
duties  and  powers  of,  69,  71,  187 
election,   71,  187 
inquest 

papers,   289 

index  to,  290 
procedure,  71,  187 
record,  291 
oath,  187 

office,   term  of,   187,  187n 
orders,  register  of,  307,   312 
records  kept  by,  289,  291 
roster,  87,  88 
Corporation 
See  also  Incorporation 
charters,   recorded,    109 
tax  schedules,  293 
Correspondence 
highway,     337 

superintendent     of    old     age  as- 
sistance, 374 
Cost     court,     see  Fee  book    under 

name  of  specific  court 
Cottage   Township,    20 
Cotts,  John  W.,  55 
County  board 

board   of   county  commissioners, 
legislation        establishing, 
63 
clerk,    county     clerk    ex   officio, 

121 
county   commissioners'    court 
clerk,  60,  69,  85,  113,  121 
duties  and  powers,  60,  64,  72, 

74,  111 
election,   60 

first  administrative   body,     60 
probate   jurisdiction,   69 
roster,  82 

succeeded  by  county  court,  62, 
110 
county  court   as   early  adminis- 
trative  body, 
composition,  62,  110,  146 
early  sessions,  110 
establishment,   67,   121 
members 
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County  board  (Continued) 
compensation,    110 
election,    146 
roster,  82 
term  of  office,  146 
power     and     jurisdiction,   110, 

146 
succeeded  by  board  of  super- 
visors,  62 
succeeding      county      commis- 
sioners' court,  62,  110 
supervision    over    roads      and 
bridges,  75,  205 
of  supervisors 

adoption  of,  62,  110,  146 
clerk 

county  clerk,  ex  officio,  114, 

121 
roster,  85 
composition,   83,   84,    110 
duties  and  powers,  111,  113 
members 

additional    (assistant   super- 
visors), 62,  111 
compensation.  111 
election,  83,  110 
roster,  84 

term  of  office,   110 
succeeding   county   court,     62, 
110,  146 

County  clerk 
accounts 

with    registrar    of   births    and 
deaths,  100,  101 

bonds,  121 

register,   163,   187 
creation  of  office,  113,  121 
deputy,  see  Deputy 
duties     and  powers  of,     121-125 
in  custody  of  records,  114 
in  election  procedure,  124,  149 
in  entering  bonds  of  officials, 

121 
ex  officio  clerk 

board  of  review,  65 

county  board,   114,   121,   125 

county  court,     69,   114,  121, 

151 
drainage    district,    210 
probate  court,  69 
in  issuing  of  licenses,  121,  124 
in  keeping  of  vital  statistics, 
78,  121,  122 
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County  clerk   (Continued) 

in  regard  to  public  health,  77 
in  taxation  procedure,  65,  121, 
122,  195,  196 
election,  121 
office 

location,  100 
term  of,  121 
receipts  and  expenditures,  100 
records  kept  by,  43-102 

legislation  concerning,   80 
reports 

collector's,   to,   65 
to  county  board,  2,  34,  39 
to        State     Department       of 
Health,  77 
roster,  85 
statements 
tax 

to  auditor,  54,  55 
to  county  board,   40 
state's  attorney's  reports  to,  37 
treasurer's  reports  to,  348 
County  Collector,  see  Collector 
County   commissioners,     see  Com- 
missioners 
County  court 
appeals 

to  higher  courts,  151 
from  lower  court,  68,  146 
clerk  of 
bond,   121 
county     clerk,     ex  officio,  69, 

151 
duties,  62,  69,  113,  151 
establishment  of  office,  62 
ex  officio  probate  court  clerk, 

69 
roster,  85 
term  of  office,  121 

dockets 
bar,  181 
clerk's 

common  law,  179 

criminal,   179 
execution,  175 
feeble-minded,  176,  177 
insanity,  176 
judge's 

common  law,  173 

criminal,   173 

juvenile,  173,  192 
judgment,  174 


County    court    (Continued) 
justice  of  the  peace,  182 
of  processes  issued,  180 
special  assessments,  178 

fee  books   (court  costs) 
common  law,  183 
criminal,  183,  184 

files,  154,  185 

adoption,  154,  169,  199 
common  law,  152,  154 
criminal,  153,  154 
execution,   153,   154,    156 
feeble-minded,    166,    199 
index  to,  155 
insanity,  166,  199 
judgments     in  criminal  cases, 

153,  154,  157 
juvenile,  154,  190,  199 

judge 

election,  67,  146 

as  justice  of  the  peace,  67 

oath,  146 

roster,  84 

salary,  146 

term  of  office,   146 
jurisdiction     and     functions,     146, 
150 

in  juvenile  cases,  147,  148 

in  mothers'  pension  cases,  149 

in     naturalization     procedure, 
68 

in  probate  matters,  67,  69 

over  swamp  lands,  76 
praecipes,  165 
records 

bail  bonds,  163,   186,   188 

bastardy   bond,    163,    187 

common  law,  160 

criminal,    160,    163,    164 

default,  160 

feeble-minded,    167,    168 

insanity,   167,  202 

judgment   by   confession,    160- 
162 

juvenile,  160,  163,  191 

mothers'  pension,  194 

plaintiff-defendant    index      to, 
159 

praecipe  for  execution,  165 

probation,   163,   189 

recognizance,  163,  164,  186 

required  to  be  kept,  152-198 
reports  to 
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County   court    (Continued) 

by  drainage  district  treasurer, 

358-367 
warden's  keeping  of,  153 
County  Fair   Association,   58 
County  farm 
See     also     Almshouse;       County 
home;  Public  welfare;  Re- 
lief 
record  of  inmates,  375 
superintendent    of,    see   Superin- 
tendent 
County  funds,  see  Fund 
County  home 
See  also     County     farm;     Public 
welfare;  Relief 
administration,    216 
functions,   216 
location,   95 

superintendent,  records  kept  by, 
375 
County  hospital,  county  empower- 
ed to  build,   76 

County  officers,   see  Officers 
County  offices,  see  Offices 
County  orders,   see   Orders 
County  property 

control  of  63,  75,  111,  112 
insurance  of,  28 
County     superintendent     of    high- 
ways,   see   Highway 
County     superintendent     of  public 
welfare,     see  Public   wel- 
fare 
County  superintendent   of  schools, 

see  School 
County  surveyor,  see  Surveyor 
County    treasurer,    see    Treasurer 
County  warrants,  see  Warrants 
Court,  see  Circuit;  Commissioners, 

County;  Probate 
Courthouse 

buildings   used,   91-95   - 
custody  of,  75 
improvements,   93,  94 
offices  in,  94,  95 
Crank,  Samuel  B.,  22 
Crawford,     Hannah  A.,     11,  13,  29 
Crawford,  Israel  W.,  29 
Criminal,  see  Circuit  court;  Coun- 
ty court;  Indictment;  Pro- 
bation 
cases,  jurisdiction  in,  147,  170 


(Cou-Def) 

Criminal    (Continued) 

"Crusoe's  Island",  17 

Cummins,  Dr.,  56 

Curran  precinct,  12,  54 

Damage   in    drainage    proceedings, 

claims   for,   350-352 
Davis,   John,   37 
Death 
See  also  Vital  statistics 
accounts,  treasurer's  reports  of, 

32 
proof  of,   204 

reports,    warrants    issued      for, 
stubs  of,  15,  20 
De  bonis  non,   see  Administrator 
Declaration  of  intention,     see  Na- 
turalization 
Decree 
See  also  Orders,  court 
of  adoption,  154,  169,  199 
in  chancery,  234 
of  divorce,   243,   245,   246 
in  probate  cases,  199,  202,  220 
for  sale  of     property   (probate), 

222-224 
in  special  assessment  cases,  171 
Deeds 
See  also  Conveyances 
bonds  for,   107,   141 
cemetery,   107,   114,   116 
to   Egyptian   Traction   Company 

properties,    118 
grantor-grantee  index  to,  104 
master's,   110.   117 
miscellaneous,    106 
quitclaim,   107,   112,   117 
record,  107,  111 
index  to,  104 
recorded,  109 
right-of-way,  358-367 
of  Sunset     Mausoleum  Associa- 
tion, 116 
swamp     land,     issued  by  county 

court,  76 
tax,  56,  107,  115 

affidavits  for,  56,  58 
traction,   118 
transcripts     of,     from     Gallatin 

County   records,    111 
trust,  117 
warranty,  107,  113 
Deering  Coal  Company,  39 
Default  records 
county  court,  160 
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(Def-Eld) 

Defendants'  answers,  154,  169,  199, 

234 
Delinquent  children,   see  Juvenile 
Delinquent   taxes,   see  Tax 
Demurrers,  234 

Denning,  Judge  William  A.,  22 
Dentists  certificates,  81,  82 
Department     of     public     welfare, 
County,     see  Public     wel- 
fare 
Dependent  children,  see  Juvenile 
Depositions   in   county   court,    152- 

154 
Disbursements,     see  Receipts   and 

expenditures 
Distribution  of  taxes,  see  Tax 
Distributive  fund,  see  Fund 
Districts 

drainage,  see  Drainage 
school,   see  School 
Divorce  decrees,  243,  245,  246 
Docket 

court,  see  under  name  of  specif- 
ic  court;    also  under  title 
of  docket 
of  back  taxes,  52 
required     to     be     kept,  151,  162, 
163,  173,  174,  185 
Doctor,  see  Physician 
Dog 
license 

fund,   treasurer's   accounts  of, 

306 
tags,   record,   87 
tax 

accounts,     treasurer's     reports 
of,  32 
Dorrisville 

incorporation  papers,  172 
map  of,  318 
Douglas  Township,  20 
Drainage 
See  also  Swamp  lands 
bids  and  estimates,  350-356 
commissioners 

appointment  of,   76,  210 
bonds,    350-356,    358-367 
duties  and  powers,  210 
election  of,  210 
highway      commissioners,      ex 

officio,  76 
oaths,   358-367 
•records  kept  by,  210 
reports,  350,  353-355 


Drainage   ( Continued ) 

contracts,  350,  351,  353-356 
districts 

auditor's  reports  of,  357 
clerk,  county  clerk,  ex  officio, 

210 
Bankston,  362 
Bankston  Fork,  354 
Black  Branch,  352,  366 
Black  Land,  351,  354,  358 
Eldorado,   352,   361 
maps,   352,   353,   355,  357 
Middle  Fork,  353,  364 
North  Fork,  351,  359 
officers  bonds   of,   election  of, 

350 
organization  of,   76,  210 

petitions  for,   356,   358-367 
Pankey  Branch,  356,  365 
papers,   miscellaneous,   350-357 
petitions,  351,  353,  355 
to  organize,   356,  358-367 
for  special  assessments,  350, 
352,  354 
Rector,  355,  360 
reports  on  condition  of,  210 
treasurer,      county    treasurer, 

ex  officio,  198,  210 
Saline  Valley,  350,  367 
special 
files,  350 

records,   358-360,   362,   367 
West  Harrisburg,  352,  363 
engineers'  reports,  351,  352,  354, 

356,  358,   360-363,   366 
funds,  see  Fund 
records,   350-368 

required  to  be  kept,  210 
right-of-way   deeds,   358-367 
Earnings   and    expenditures,       see 
Receipts  and  expenditures 
East  Eldorado  Township,   20 
Ebenezer  Methodist    Episcopal 

Church,   53 
Education,  see  School 
Egyptian  Traction  Company  prop- 
erty, deeds  to,  118 
Elder,  Samuel,  11,  13-15,  17,  49 
Elder,  William,  22 
Eldorado,  5,  6,  12,  39 

map  of,  320 
Eldorado  Church,  53 
Eldorado     drainage   district,     352, 
361 
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(Eld-Exe) 


Eldorado  Township,  20 
Election 
abstract 

of  votes,  88,  172 
affidavits      of    posting     notices, 

326 
board,  appointment,  149 
certificates   of,   trustees 

churches,  lodges  and  societies, 
137 

school,   109 
clerks 

appointments,    79 

statements  of  salaries,  89 
committees,  minutes  of,  90 
duties,     county  clerk's,     79,  124, 

149 
judges 

appointment,  63,   79,  112 

statements   of   salaries,   89 
jurisdiction     over,     112,  149,  170 
list  of  officers  elected,  90 
for     mosquito     abatement     dis- 
tricts, 77 
nominations 

objections  to,  150 

petitions  for,  90 
notices,  326 
papers,  1,   90 
petitions,  326 
poll  books,  91 
reports  of,   90 
returns,   92,   326 
school 

for  bond  issues,  92 

miscellaneous   papers   in,   326 
special 

resolutions  for,  90 
tally  sheets,  172 

Electoral    board,    county    officers' 
150 

Emancipation  Baptists,  53 
Emergency   relief,   see  Relief 
Engineers 

drainage,  reports,   351,  352,   354, 
356,   358,   360-363,   366 
Entry 
books 

of    recorded    instruments,    103 
required  to  be  kept,  79,  136 
Equalization   of   taxes,    see   Tax 
Equality,  5,  12,  16 
Error,  writs  of,  154,  158 


Errors  in  taxation,  see  Tax 
Estate 
See   also    Administrator;    Conser- 
vator;     Executor;    Guard- 
ian;   Probate   Court;   Real 
estate;    Will 
appraisement  of,     199,   202,   213, 

215,  217 
bills  against,  199 
claims  against,   199,   202,   203 

ledger  of,  222-224 
dockets 
claim,  226 
judgment,   226,   227 
insolvent,  settlement  of.  202,  217 
inventories  of,   199,   202,   214-217 
ledger,  222-224 
papers,   199 

report   record,   202,   222 
sale  of  property,   215 

petitions  for,  202,  215,  219 

decrees  on,    202,   220 
reports  of,  215,  221 
settlement  of,    199,   202 
docket   of,    229 
Estes,  C.  J.,  37 
Estes  and  Sisk,  38 
Estray 

notices,   181 
record,  86 

keeping  of,  124 
Evidence,    transcripts    of,      circuit 

court,    235 
Examinations,    see   Pupils;    Teach- 
ers 
Examiner    of   the    blind,      appoint- 
ment and  duties,   78 
Execution 
dockets, 

circuit  court,    257,    259 
county  court,  175 
sheriffs,  284 
of  judgment 

circuit  court,  237,   240,  250 
county  court,  153,  154,  156 

Executor 
See  also  Administrator;     Estate; 

Probate  court;  Will 
accounts,  199,  223 
bonds,    199,   202,    206 
files,  index  to,   201 
insolvent  estate  record,  202.  217 
inventories,  199,  214,  215 
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(Exe-Fun) 


Executor  (Continued) 
letters,  199,  202,  206 
oaths,   199,  202,   204,   206 
petitions,    199,    202,   206 
reports,   199,   202,  222 
Expenditures 

See  Receipts  and  expenditures 
Explanatory     notes   to     inventory, 

105,  106 
Extension 

chattel  mortgage,  128 
Farm  Bureau,  58 

advisor,   compensation,   218 
appropriations,    legislation    con- 
cerning, 218 
purpose,  218 
Federal     Land     Bank     (St.  Louis, 
Mo.),     farm  loans     made 
through,   121 

Fee  books 

court,     see  under  name  of  spe- 
cific court 
required  to  be  kept,  152,  174 
sheriff's,  285,  287 

Feeble-minded 
docket,  176,  177 
documents,  166,  199 
findings  and  orders,  167,  168 
Fees 
See     also     Accounts;     Fund;  Re- 
ceipts  and  expenditures 
circuit  court,  265,  266 
county  clerk's  reports  of,  2,  39 
dog  license,  87 
of  jurors,   273 
for  minor's  certificates,  102 
receipts  for,  234,  235 
register    of,    in    alimony    cases, 

265,   266,   282 
sheriff's,  154,  180,  185,  284-288 
state's  attorney's,  reports  of,  37, 

269 
witness,    183 
Ferry  licenses,  issuing  of,  124 
Field  notes  surveyor's,  136 
Final  papers,   see  Certificates  un- 
der Naturalization 
Financial   records,     see   Accounts; 
Cost;     Fees;     Funds;  Re- 
ceipts  and   expenditures 
Findings  and  orders,  insanity,  167, 
168,  202 


Fines 

magistrates'  reports  of,  36 
state's  attorney's  reports  of,  37, 
269 
Fire  marshal,  state 

inspection     of  county     buildings 

by,  73,  76 
school    superintendent's    reports 
to,  201 
First     Trust   and     Savings   Bank, 
mortgages    and   warrants, 
122 
Fitz,  John,  54 
Foreclosure 

See  Mortgage 
Foreign  mortgages,  see  Mortgage 
Forfeiture 
of  lands 

records,  59,  61 
reports  of, 

magistrates',   36 
state's  attorney's,  269 
Fort  Sumter,  19 
Franklin  Association,  53 
Franklin  County,   3,  32,  39 
Frick  and  Company,  J.  K.,  31 
Frizell,  William,   17,  37 
Fund 
See  also     Accounts;     Fees;     Re- 
ceipts and  expenditures 
county 

appropriations  of,  302,  307 

by  county  board,  112 
budget  records,  3 
checks  drawn  on,  314 
claims   against 
audited,  4 
register  of,  5 
treasurer's  account  of,  306,  309 
warrants  issued  against,  stubs 
of,  17 
distributive,    school    superintend- 
ent's report  of,  332 
dog  license,  treasurer's  accounts 

of,  306 
heirship,      treasurer's      accounts 

of,   306 
highway 

claims  against,  6,  8,  344 

register  of,  345 
treasurer's  reports   of,   348 
warrants  issued  against,  stubs 
of,  19 
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F\ind  (Continued) 
institute 

accounts  of,  306,  321 
checks  issued  on,  stubs  of,  336 
motor  fuel  tax 
allotment  of,   346 
claims  against,  8,  31 
expenditures,   reports   of,     337 
treasurer's  accounts  of,  306 
non-high   school 
record,  322 

treasurer's  accounts  of,  306 
pension 
blind,   78 
mothers' 

administration,    79 
source,  149 
road,    warrants    issued    against, 

stubs  of,  18 
school 

account  book  of,  321 
county      superintendent's      re- 
ports of,  38 
distribution  of,  321,  324 
district,    superintendent's      re- 
port of,  332 
management  of,  72 
stub  record,  335 
state  aid 

accounts   of,    treasurer's,     306 
distribution,  321,  324 
receipts   for,    347 
for  roads,   claims  against,  7 
for  schools,  claims  for,  323 
township,      school      superintend- 
ent's reports  of,  332 
tuberculosis  sanitarium,  219 
Galatia,  38 
map  of,   319 
township,  20 
Gallatin   County,     3,  4,  6-9,  12,  15- 
17,  23,  49 
establishment  of,  5 
transcripts  of  records  from,  103, 
111 
Gardiner,  Henry,  11,  17 
Gamer,  Henry,  22 
Gaskins,  Wilson,  22 
Gaskins  City 

incorporation  papers,  172 
map  of,  318 
Gas  leases.  107.  139 
agreements  for,  140 
recorded,  109 


Gaston,  James  M.,  8,  11,  30 
Gaston,  Wesley  W.,  30 
General  docket,  circuit  court,  263 
Gobe,  James  E.,  51 
Gold,  Josiah,  55 
Grand  jury,  see  Jury 
Grants,  see  Land 
Grantor-grantee  index,  104 
Guardian 
See     also     Conservator;     Estate; 
Minor;   Probate  court 
accounts,  199,  223 
bonds,      199,    202,    205,    206,   209- 

211 
files,   index  to,   200 
insolvent  estate  record,  202,  217 
inventories,    199,    214-216 
letters,     199,   202,   205,   206,   209, 

210 
oaths,  199,  202,  205,  206,  209,  210 
petitions,  199,  202,  205,  206,  209, 

210 
record  (bonds,  letters,  oaths,  pe- 
titions). 202,  205,  206,  209, 
210 
reports,  199,  202,  222 
Habeas  corpus,  writs  of,  235 
Hall,  B.  L.,  51 
Hall  Township,  20 
Hamilton  County,  3 
Harco,  39 

Hardin,  Benjamin,   7 
Hardin  County,  3,  7,  9,  49 
Harris,  18 

Harris,  Davis  H.,  38 
Harrisburg,  3,  7.  17-19,  21,  31,  32, 
34,    35.    38,    39,  41,  53,  54 
map  of,  318 

park    district      organization   pa- 
pers, 172 
Harrisburg  Chronicle,  The,  58 
Harrisburg      Cumberland    Presby- 
terian Church,  54 
Harrisburg  Daily  Register,  The,  58 
Harrisburg  and  Stonefort  road,  34 
Harrisburg  Township,  20 
Harrison,  William  Henry,  4 
Health 

board,  organization  of,  77 
department,   state 
creation  of,   77 
functions,   77 
districts,  organization  of,  77 
taxes,  77 
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(Hei-Ins) 


Heir  fund,  see  Fund 
Heirship,  proof  of,  202,  212 
Hensley,  George  W.,  22 
High  schools,  see  School 
Highway 
See  also  Bridge;  Road 
accounts,    347 
bond  register,  27 
claims,  6,  8,  344 

register  of,  345 
commissioners 
bonds,   98 
minutes,  49 
construction     and     maintenance 

records,  340 
contracts,  338 
record,   340 
county  superintendent  of 
invoice   register,    347 
miscellaneous  file,   337 
records  kept  by,   337-348 
reports  to,  348 
funds,  see  Fund 
motor  fuel  tax,  see  Motor  fuel 
state 

maps,   146,   148 
plans,   149,   343 
time   sheets,    339 
warrants,  see  Warrants 
Hill,  James,  22 
Horton  Hill,  4 
Housing,  care,  and  accessibility  of 

records,    91-95 
Housing     projects,      establishment 

of,   150 
Howard,  John,  14,  26,  SI 
Huff,  F.  M.,  15 
Hutchinson,  W.  J.,  56 
Illinoian  glacier,  4 
Illinois   Central   Railroad,   35 
Illinois   Childrens'    Home   and   Aid 

Society,  56 
Illinois     Commerce       Commission, 
appeals     from,     to  circuit 
court,   171 
Illinois   Southern   Railroad   capital 

stock  ledger,  144 
Illinois     State  Archives     Building, 

81 
Illinois  Historical  Library,   81 
Illinois  University  Library,  81 
Improvements,    local,    special      as- 
sessments for,   178 


Incorporation 
See  also  Corporation 

articles  of,  recorded,  109 

of  villages,  papers  in,  172 
Independence,  19 
Independence  Township,  20 
Index 

to  administrators'  files,  201 

birth,  67 

chattel  mortgage,  127 

to  circuit  court 
files,  232 
records,  231 

to  conservators'  files,   201 

to  coroner's  inquest  papers,  290 

county  court  files,  155 

death,  70 

to  executors'  files,  201 

grantor-grantee,   104 

to  guardians'  files,   200 

marriage,   71 

mortgagor-mortgagee,  127 

mortgage   releases,    125 

to  old  age  assistance  files,     369 

plaintiff-  defendant,    county 
court,  159 

plat,  108 

probate   judgment   docket,     228 

to  probate  files,  155,  201 

to  records   required   to  be  kept, 
137,   162,   163 

stillbirth,  70 

teachers'  permanent  record,   328 

tract,  105 
Indiana  Territory,  4 
Indictments,   criminal 

original,   153,    154,   235 

record,  243,  247,  248 
Ingram  Hill  mine,  38 
Inheritance  tax 

docket,  173,  197 

files,  196 
Injunction  bonds,  236 
Inquest 

papers,  289 
index,  290 

procedure,  71,  71n,  187 

record  of,  187,  291 

Insanity 
See  also  Conservator 
docket,  176 
files,  166,  199 
findings  and  orders  in,  167,  202 


I 
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Insanity  (Continued) 
jurisdiction  in,  147 
record,  167,  202 
Insolvency     records,     estate,    202, 

217 
Institute     fund,      management   of, 
202 
funds,  see  Fund 
Instructions  to  jury,  see  Jury 
Instruments     required  to  be  kept, 

74,  136,  137 
Insurance     on     coimty     property, 

policies,   28 
Intention,   declaration   of,   see  Na- 
turalization 
Inventory 

administrators',  199,  214,  215 
conservators',  199 
of  estates,  199,  202,  214-217 
executors',    199,   214,    215 
guardians',   199,   214-216 
record,  214,  215 
Investigation   reports 

mothers'  pension,  73,  193 
old  age  assistance,  370,  372 
probation  officers', 

juvenile,  154,  190,  199 
Iron  Hall,  58 
Irvin,  John,  37 

Issue  docket,  county  clerk's,  179 
Jacksonville  Blind  Institute,  54 
Jail,   county 
See  also  Prisoners 
custody,  75,  184 
register,    286 

superintendent,         appointment, 
184 
Johnson,  F.  F..  51 
Johnson,  May,  55 
Jolliet,  5 

Jones,  Thomas  A.,  24 
Jordan  brothers,  5 
Journal 
See  also  Ledger 
probate,  202 
sheriff's.  285,   287,  288 
Judges 
dockets 

circuit  court,   252-254 
county  court,  173 
of  juvenile  cases,  173,  192 
probate   court,    225 
of  election,   salaries,   statements 
of,  89 


Judgment 
by  confession,  160-162 
dockets 

circuit  court,  257,  258 
countj'  court,  174 
probate  court,  226,  227 
index    to    (227),    228 
and  execution  dockets,  257 
execution  of,   153,   154,   156 
papers,    in    criminal    cases,    153, 

154,  157 
record,  in  vacation,  243,  244 
sale,    redemption    and    forfeiture 

record,  59 
tax  sale  record,  60 
Judicial  circuits,   66,  68 
Judicial     system     in  county,  66-68 
Jurors 

certificates,   see  Jury 
challenges  to  array  of,  233 
register  of,  273 
Jury 

certificates 
cancelled,   14 
register  of,  310,  311 
stubs   of,    16,   274 
coroner's,  187 
verdicts,    71 
instructions   to,   233-235 
lists 

county   board    of   supervisors', 

1 
county  court,  42 
kept  by  county  clerk,  114 
records,   keeping  of,   174 
venires.  237  [il,  272 
verdicts,  152-154,  233,  235 

coroner's,    289,    291 
warrants,  register  of,  9 
Justice 

administration  of,  66-71 
of  the  peace 
appeals,  67,  68 
appointment,   66 
bonds.  93,  99 

keeping  of.  124 
complaints  before.   235 
county  judge   as,   67 
dockets.  182 
early      administrative    officer, 

62.  110 
election     of,      population     re- 
quirements. 68 
jurisdiction  of,  67 
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Justice  (Continued) 

of  the  peace   (continued) 
probate,  67,  69,  161 
reports       of     fines     collected 

from,   37 
Supreme   court,      required     to 
hold  circuit  court,  66,  170 
transcripts,   250,   251 
Juvenile 
See  also  Adoption;   Minors;   Pen- 
sion, Mother's 
cases,  docket  of,  173,  192 
delinquency  and  dependency 
files,    154,    190,    199 
jurisdiction  in,  147 
records,   160,  163,  191 
probation  officer,   see  Probation 
truancy,  see  Truancy 
Kane,  Hugh,  28,  55 
Kaskaskia,  12 
Kaskaskia  Trail,  6 
Kittenger,  Martin,  15 
Knights     of  the  Golden  Circle,     19 
Lambert,  Hugh,  49 
Land 
See  also  Lots;  Real  Estate 
certificates  of  purchase,  58,  63 
condemnation     of,     in   drainage 

proceedings,    358-367 
forfeited,  record  of,  59,  61 
grants.   106 
school,  sale  of 

legislation   concerning,    72 
use  of  funds  from,  72,  201 
swamp,  see  Swamp 
taxes  on,  see  Tax 
La  Salle,  5 
Lead  Fort  mine,  38 
Leases,  gas  and  oil,  107,  139 
agreements  for,  109,  140 
recorded,  109 
Ledford,  incorporation  papers,  172 
Ledger 
See  also  Journal 
county  clerk's,   of  receipts     and 

expenditures,   100 
estate,  222-224 
probate.  230 

of  stock  sold  by  Illinois   South- 
em  Railroad,  144 
treasurer's 

appropriation,  302,  307 
disbursement,    302 
Lepe,  Samuel,  37 


Letters 
See  Correspondence 
of  appointment  in  probate,     see 
under  title  of  appointee 
Levee 

See  Drainage;  Swamp  land 
Levy 
See  also  Tax 
certificates  of,  sheriffs',  129 
Liberty  Church,  17,  53 
License 
See  also  Certificate 
dog 

accounts,     treasurer's   reports 

of,  32 
tag  record,  87 
ferry,  issuing  of,  124 
liquor,   accounts,   treasurer's   re- 
ports of,  32 
marriage 

applications  for,  72 
issuing  of,  123 
original,   73 
power  to  grant.  111 
record,  74 
professional,   see  under  name  of 

profession 
tavern,  issuing  of,  124 
Lien 
See  also  Mortgage 
mechanics',  237   [ii],  238 

docket  of,  252,  256 
tax,  notice,  of,  239 
Liquor  license     accounts,   treasur- 
er's reports  of,  32 
Little  Creek,  34 
Little  Saline  Church,  53 
Loans 

farm,     made     through 
Land     Bank     (St 
Mo.),  121 
school    superintendent's 
of,  332 
Local   improvements,     papers 
171 

Lodge     trustees,       certificates 
election,  137 

Logan,  General  John  A.,  19 
Long  Branch  Township,  20 
Lots 
See  also  Land;  Real  estate 
certificates  of  purchase,  58,  63 
forfeited,  record  of,  59,  61 


Federal 
Louis, 

reports 


in, 


of 
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Louisville   (Kentucky),  3,  4 
Louisville   and   Nashville  Railroad, 

35 
Lunacy,  see  Insanity 
Lynch,  Logan.  22,  32 
McClernand,  General  John  A.,     19 
McGehee,  Moses  P.,  34 
McLamsboro  Road,  33 
Macedonia  Church,  53 
Magistrates' 

reports  of  fines  and  forfeitures, 
36 
Maintenance  highway,   record,   340 
Malcomb,  Thomas,  33 
Map 
See  also  Plats 
Carrier  Mills,  317 
construction,  for  state  highway, 

146 
Dorrisville,   318 
of  drainage  districts,     352,     353, 

355,  357 
Eldorado,    320 
Galatia,  319 
Gaskins  City,  318 
Harrisburg,    318 
road,   147,  148 
Saline   County,   316 
Marquette,   5 

Marriage,  see  Vital  statistics 
Marshall,  S.  S.,  17 
Mason,   James,   33 
Massac  County,  7 
Master-in-Chancery 
certificates 

purchase,   130,  131 
redemption,    130 
sale,  130 
deeds,   110.  117 
docket,  260 
reports,  269 

of  receipts  and  disbursements, 

237,    268 
of  redemption,  130,   132 
of  sales.  130,  131,  270,  271 
Matthews,  John  C,  20 
Mausoleum,  see  Cemetery 
Mayors'  bonds,   93 
Mechanics'  lien 
docket.  252.  256 
files,  237  [ii],  238 
Memorial   record     of  bar   associa- 
tion, 283 
Mick,  Charles,  49 


Mick,  Robert,  31 

Middle  Fork  drainage  district,  353, 

364 
Militia 
See  Soldiers 
Miller,  John,  14,  22,  28 
Mineral    rights,    agreements      and 

options  for,   109,   138 
Miners'  examining*  board 
expenditures  of,    102 
reports,  41 
Mingo,    Daniel,    33 
Minor 
See  also  Guardian;  Juvenile 
marriage 

affidavits   of  parents'   consent 

to,  74,  75 
index,  71 
record,  74,  75 
Minutes 
See  also  Proceedings 
county  board   of  supervisors',  1, 

2 
drainage     commissioners',      358- 

363,  365-367 
election  committees,  90 
highway  commissioners,  49 
Mississippi  River,  8 
Mitchell.  Dr.  John  W.,  19,  31 
Mitchell,  Stephen  F.,  15 
Mitchell,  William  L.,  34 
Mitchellsville,  6,  53 

Mittimus  writs,  233.  235,  242 
Monroe  precinct,  12,  54 

Mortgage 
See  also  Conveyance;  Lien 
chattel 

extensions,    128 
record,    107,    126 

index  to    (126),   127 
recording  of,   137 
uncalled   for,    106 
First  Trust   and   Savings   Bank, 

122 
real  estate.  107,  119,  123 

Trust  Building  and  Loan  As- 
sociation   (Nashville),    123 
transcripts  of,  110 
uncalled   for,    106 
recorded,  109 
release  record,  107,  119,  124 

index  to    (124).  125 
held  by  school  trustees,  107,  120 
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Mortgage   (Continued) 

transcripts     of,     from     Gallatin 
County,    111 
Moses,  Adam,  59 

Mosquito    abatement   districts,    or- 
ganization of,   77 
Mothers'  pension,  see  Pension 
Motion   docket,   261 
Motions  for  new  trial,  233 
Motor  fuel  tax 

allotment  record,  346 
fund 

claims  against,  8,  31 
expenditures,   reports  of,   337 
receipts  and  disbursements  of, 

31 
treasurer's  accounts  of,  306 
warrants,  register  of,  11 
cancelled,  313 
Mountain  Township,  20,  23 
Muddy  Settlement,  9 
Murray,  James,  22 
Musgraves,  Andrew,  13,  29 
Naturalization 

certificates        (final        papers), 

county  court,  198 
declaration  of  intention,     circuit 

280 
jurisdiction  over,  66,  68 
oaths 

circuit  court,   280 
county  court,   198 
petitions,  circuit  court,  280 
records  required  to  be  kept,  152, 
174 
New  Castle  mine,  38 
Newell     Post,     George,     No.     454, 
Grand  army  of  the  Repub- 
lic,  58 
New  Hope  Church,  53 
Nominations,  see  Election 
Non-high  school,  see  School 
Norman,  John  B.,  22 
Norman,  J.  R.,  13 
North  Fork  drainage  district,  351, 

359 
Notary     public     records,     kept  by 

county  clerk,   124 
Notices 

of  appraisement,    196 
to  defendants  in  adoption  cases, 
«         154,  169,   199 
election,   326 


Notices   (Continued) 
estray,  86,  181 
to   file   claims     against   estates, 

202,    206 
to  property  owners  in  local  im- 
provements,  171 
of  publication,  56,  170,  199 
of  settlement  of  estates,   199 
tax 

lien,   239 
sale,  58 
Oath 

citizenship,    see    Naturalization 
of  county  officers,   see  Officers, 

county 
entered  by  county  clerk,  124 
kept  by  circuit  clerk,  173 
of  probate  appointees,  see  under 
title  of  appointee 

Objections  to  taxes,  see  Tax 

Officer 
county 

accounts,    examination  of,  113 

bonds,  1,  2,  94 

reports  to  the  board,  1,  2 
drainage   district 

bonds,    350-356,    358-367 

oaths,   358-367 
election  lists,  90 
probation,  see  Probation 
township 

bonds,  2 

lists  of,  79 

register,  80 

Offices,  county,  location  and  de- 
scription of,   100-103 

Official  bulletins,  county  board  of 
supervisors,   1 

Officials 
county 

bonds  of,  160 

register  of,  78 
lodge,  bonds  recorded,  109 
park  district,  bonds  of,  172 
village,  bonds  of,  172 

Ohio  River,  3 

Oil  leases,  107,  139, 

agreements  for,  109,  140 
recorded,   109 

Old  age  assistance 
See  also  Pensions;     Public     wel- 
fare;  Relief 


I 
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Old   age   ELSsistance    (Continued) 
accounts,  treasurer's  reports  of, 

32 
administration  of,  78,  214 
applicants'    register,    373 
application  files,   370 
case  histories,  371 
correspondence,  374 
deceased  files,  372 
index  to  files,  369 
investigation  reports,  370,   372 
Options       to     purchase       mineral 

rights,  109,  138 
Optometry 

licenses,  81,  82 
register,  84 
Orders 
county 
See  also  Warrants 
cancelled,   14 
countersigned,  register  of,  307, 

310,   312 
register  of,  13 

county  clerk's,  keeping  of, 

114,    125 
treasurer's,    307,    310,    312 
against  school  fund,  322 
stubs  of,  15 
court 
See  also  Decree 
chancery,  234,  243,  245 
common  law,  152,  154,  233,  243 
criminal,   153,  154,     160,     163, 

164,   235,   243,   247 
in   drainage   proceedings,    350- 

356 
in     feeble-minded  cases,     166, 

176,   177,   199 
in     incorporation  of     villages, 

172 
in  insanity  cases,  166-168,  176, 

199,  202 
in  justice  of  the  peace  cases, 

182,    251 
in  mothers'  pension  cases,   73, 

193,  195 
in   naturalization   proceedings, 

198,  280 
in     organization  of     park  dis- 
tricts, 172 
probate,     199,     202,     203,  213, 

215,  217 
in  probation  cases,  163,  189 


Orders 

court   (continued) 

in  recognizance,  163,  186 

of  reversal,  234 

in    special     assessment   cases, 

170 
supersedeas,   154,   158 
Ordinances  in  local  improvements, 

171 
Organization 

of   drainage   districts,     petitions 

for,  76,  358-367 
of  mosquito  abatement  districts, 

77 
of  park  districts,  papers  in,  172 
Overseer  of  the  poor,  see  Poor 
Pankey,  Hampton,  49 
Pankey   Branch   drainage   district, 

356,  365 
Park 
districts 

officials,  bonds  of,  172 
organization  papers,   172 
Parole 
See  also  Probation 
records,  279 
Patent  record,  inventions,  85 
Pauper,  see  Poor;  Relief 
Paving 

special   assessments   for,   170 
docket  of,  178 
Peabody  Coal  Company,  40 
Pelon,  Spencer,  32 
Pemberton,   G.  A.,  22 
Pemberton,  George  N.,  22 
Pension 
See  also  Old  age  assistance;  Pub- 
lic welfare;   Relief 
blind 

applications 
original,    22 
record,  23 
fund,  78 
mothers' 
See  also  Juvenile 
accounts,    treasurer's    reports 

of,  32 
applications,    149 
docket,  195 
fund 

source,  149 
orig^inal  papers  in,  73,  193 
probation  officer,     see  Proba- 
tion 
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record,  194 
teachers',   lists,   334 
People's  cases,  see  Criminal  under 
Circuit     court,     County 
court 
Personal  property 

appraisement  bill  of,  202,  218 
assessments  of,  see  Tax 
inventories  of,  215 
sale  of 

reports  of,  215,  221 
taxes,  see  Tax 
Petit  jury,  see  Jury 
Petitions 

for  adoption,  154,  169,  199 

for  appointments  in  probate,  see 

under  title  of  appointee 
to  circuit  court,   234 
for    citizenship,    see   Naturaliza- 
tion 
for  commitment     of  insane,  166, 

199 
in    delinquency  and    dependency 

cases,  154,   190,  199 
in  drainage  proceedings,  76,  210, 

350-356,    358-367 
election,  326 

primary,   90 
for  incorporation  of  villages,  172 
in  inheritance  tax  cases,  196 
for     insolvency     of  estates,  202, 

217 
for  mothers'  pension,  73,  193 

docket  of,  195 
for  organization 

of     mosquito   abatement     dis- 
tricts,  77 
of  park  districts,  172 
resolutions  on,  by  county    board 

of  supervisors,  2 
road,  1 

improvements,  29 
for  sale  of  real  estate,  202,  215, 

219,   222-224 
for  special  eissessments,  170 
Physician 

certificates   (licenses),  81,  82 
register,   83 

reports  in  insanity  cases,  176 
Piankashaw  Indians,  5 
Pickering.   James,   23 
Pickford  Mine,  89 
Pierce,  Jarvis,  31 
Pinnell,  Willie,  14,  22 


Pittsburg  Oil     and  Gas  Company, 
agreements     for     oil     and 
gas  leases,  109,  140 
Plaintiff-defendant   index 
circuit  court,  231 
keeping  of,   173 
county  court,  159 
keeping  of,  151 

Plans  for  roads,  149,  341-343 
Plat 
See  also  Maps 
railroad,  150 
recordation  of,  74,  107 

index  to,  108 
of  school  districts,  47,  48 
of   Sunset     Mausoleum  Associa- 
tion, 116 
surveyors',  145,  349 
Pleas 

common  law,  152,   154,  233 
criminal,  153,  154 
Police  magistrates  bonds,  93 
Poll  books,  see  Election 
Poor 
See  also  County     farm;     County 
home;       Public     welfare; 
Relief 
care  of  63,  112,  113 
overseer     of,    appointment,     112 

Poorhouse,   county  empowered     to 
build,   112 

Pope  County,  3 

Praecipe  for  execution,     165,   234, 

235,  249 
Primary  elections,  see  Election 
Prisoners,  county 
See  also  Jail 
discharge  of,     see  Parole;     Pro- 
bation 
lists  of,  35 
register  of,  286 
keeping  of,  185 
Private  sale,  see  Sale 
Privine,  Dr.  E.  M.,  54 
Probate 

accounts,  199 

appeals  to  circuit  court,  170 
court 
See  also   Administrator;      Con- 
servator;   Estate;    Execu- 
tor; Guardian;  Wills 
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Probate  (Continued) 
clerk   (continued) 

county    clerk,    ex   officio,    69, 

162 
duties,  162 
dockets 
claim,  226 
judge's,    225 
judgment,   226,   227 

index  to    (227),   228 
of  settlements  due,   229 
establishment,   68,   161 
fee  books   (court  costs),  230 
files,    199 

index  to,  155 
judge 

appointment,    67 
county  judge,  ex  officio,  147 
records   kept   by,   legislation 
concerning,  80 
jurisdiction    and    functions   of, 

161-163 
records,  202 

appraisement,  213,  215 
claims,  202,  203 
decrees,   202,   220 
insolvency,  202,  217 
inventory,   214,   215 
required  to  be  kept,  199-230, 
162 
jurisdiction 

in  circuit  court,  147 

in        county       commissioners' 

court,  67 
in  county  court,   67,   147 
justices  of  the  peace,  67,  69,  161 
Probation 
Soe  also  Parole 
officers 
adult 
appointment,  bond  and  com- 
pensation,  171 
duties     and     powers  of,  148, 
171 
juvenile 

appointment  and  compensa- 
tion,  147 
functions,  147,  148 
mothers'    pension 
appointment,   148 
duties    and     powers  of,  148, 
149 
record 

circuit  court,  243,  247,  278 


(Pro-Pub) 

Probation   (Continued) 
recoi'd   (continued) 

county  court,  163,  189 
Proceedings 

See  also  Minutes 

board  of  review,  296 

county  board  of  supervisors,  2 

of    courts,     see    Record,     under 
name  of  specific  court 
required     to  be  kept,  151,  162, 
173 

of  drainage  commissioners,   358- 
367 

of  election  committees,   90 

miners'      examining   board,      re- 
ports of,  41 

school  board,  322 

Process  docket 

circuit  clerk's,  255 

county  court,  180 

sheriff's,   285 
Progressive     Miners  of     America, 
41 

Proof 

of  death,  204 

of  heirship,  record,  202,  212 
of  will,   204,   222-224 
Public    Health,    State    Department 
of,   powers   of,     73,  76-78, 
123 
Public  sale,  see  Sale 
Public  welfare 
See     also  County     farm;   County 
home;  Feeble-minded; 

Juvenile;    Pensions;    Poor; 
Relief;  Veterans 
administration  of  78 
commission,     succeeded     by  de- 
partment    of   public   wel- 
fare, 214 
county  department  of 

establishment     and     composi- 
tion, 214 
function,    214 
office,  103 
records,    369-374 

old  age  assistance,  see     Old 
age 
relation   to   state   welfare    de- 
partment,  214 
county  superintendent  of 

appointed  by  county  board,  214 
duties  and  powers,  78,  214 
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Public  welfare  (Continued) 

state    department,    relation    of, 
to  county  department,  214 
succeeds    county    commission    of 
public    welfare,    214 
Public  Works  and  Buildings,       De- 
partment   of,      succeeding 
State     Highway     Depart- 
ment, 75 
Publication 

certificate  of,  169,  199 
notice  of,  56,  170,  199 
Pupil 

attendance  record,  330 
examination  record,  330 
lists  of,  331 
scholarship  record,.  330 
Purchase 

certificates  of,   57,  106 
lands  and  lots,  58,  63 
masters',  130-132 
sheriff's,  237,  241 
for  swamp     lands,  issued     by 
drainage      commissioners, 
76 
Quitclaim  deeds,  107,  112,  117 
Railroad 
plat,  150 

stock,  ledger  of,  144 
taxes,  see  Tax 
Raleigh,  5,    9,    11,  12,  14-19,  22,  29, 

31,  33,  37,  50 
Raleigh  Church,   53 
Raleigh  Flag,  The,     first  newspa- 
per in  county,   58 
Raleigh  precinct,  12,  54 
Raleigh  Township,  20 
Rate 

of  levy,  43 
Rathbone,  Valentine,  50 
Raum,  Green  B.,  34 

Real  estate 
See  also  Estate;  Land;  Lots 
assessment  of,  see  Tax 
deeds,  see  Deeds 
inventories,  215 
mortgages,   see  Mortgage 
sale  of 

petitions  and  orders  for,     202, 
215,  219,  220,  222-224 
taxes  on,  see  Tax 

Receipts 

for  fees,  233-235 


Receipts  (Continued) 

tax,  see  Tax 

Receipts  and  expenditures 

See  also  Accounts;      Cost;   Fees; 

Fund 

circuit  clerk's  reports  of,  to  the 

board,    33 
county  board  of  supervisors'  re- 
ports of,  1 
county  clerk's 
ledger  of,   100 
reports  of,  2,  39 
for  estates,  202,  215,  222,  230 
highway,  340 

in  incorporation  of  villages,  172 
masters'  reports  of,  237,  268 
motor  fuel  tax,  31 
in     organization     of     park  dis- 
tricts,  172 
recorder's,    151 
school   superintendent's 
ledger  of,  321 
reports  of,   36,   38,  332 
sheriff's 

register  of,  285,  287 
reports  of,   35 
treasurer's 
cash     accounts       of       county 

funds,  309 
daily  balance  book,  308 
ledger,  302,  306,  307 
Recognizance 
bonds 

circuit     court,     236,     237[iii], 

247,  275 
county     court,     153,  154,     163, 

185,  186 
in  probation,  247,  275,  277 
recorded,    109 
records,  county  court,   163,   164 
Recorder 

appointed  by  governor,    74,  136n 

bond,   136 

circuit  clerk,  ex  officio,     74,  136 

duties  and  powers  of,  74 

election,   74,  136 

office 

establishment,  74,  136 
term,   136 
population  requirements,  74,  136 
receipts  and  expenditures  regis- 
ter,  151 
records  kept  by,  103-151 
roster,  85 
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Records,     housing,     care,   and  ac- 

cesibility  of,  91-95 
Rector  drainage   district,   355,   360 
Rector  Township,  20 
Redemption 
certificates,  56 
master's,  130 
sheriffs,   129 
records,   59,   62 
report  of,   masters',   130,   131 

Release 

mortgage,   107,  119,  124 

index  to,   (124),  125 
record,  109 
Relief 
See  also  County     farm;     County 
home;   Feeble-minded;   In- 
sanity;       Juvenile;        Old 
age      assistance;        Poor; 
Public   welfare;    Veteran's 
accounts,   treasurer's  reports  of, 

32 
blind 

applications 
original,  22 
record,  23 
Relinquishment,  widow's,  see  Wid- 
ow 
Replications,    152-154,    233 
Reporters,  court,     appointment  of, 

171 
Resolutions 

on     petitions,     county  board     of 

supervisors,    2 
for  school  bond  issues,  92 

Returns 

tax,  see  Tax 

Review,  board  of 
clerk 

appointment,  65,  193 
county  clerk,  ex  officio,  65 
complaint  docket,   296,   297 
correction  of  back  taxes,  298 
duties     and     powers  of,  64,  193, 

194 
establishment    and    composition, 

64,  65,  193 
members,     appointment,  65,   193 
objections  to  tax  sale,  295 
proceedings,  296 
records  kept  by,  296-298 
Rex  Coal  Company,  39 
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Reynolds,  P.  Y.,  23 
Rhine,   John,   22 
Richmond   (Virginia),  3,  38 
Right  of  way 

deeds,  358-367 
Road 
See  also  Bridge;  Highway 
bond 

cancelled,  24 

warrants        issued        against, 
stubs  of,   18 
contracts,  338 
funds,  see  Fund 
improvement,  petitions  for,  29 
levies,  see  Levy  under  Tax 
maps,  147,  148 
petitions,  1 
plans,  149,  341-343 
state-aid 

claims  against,  7 
construction     maps     for,   146, 

343 
warrants,  21 
supervisors,   reports  of,  29 
tax,  see  Tax 
Roark,  William,  26 
Robinson's  Ford,  9 
Roll  call,     county  board  of  super- 
visors, 1 
Roper,  William  C,  55 
Rude,  Hankerson,  6 
Rude,  Jess  E.,  22 
Rural  schools,  see  Schools 
Russell,  James  W.,  35 
Sahara  Coal  Company,  39 
Sailors'  discharge  records,  142 

Salaries 

of    election    officers,    statements 
of,   89 
Sale 

bill  recording  of,  137 
certificates  of  (tax),  56,  106 
master's,    130 
sheriff's,   129 
of  estate  property,  see  Estate 

master's  report  of,  130,  131,  270, 

271 
of  personal   property,     see   Per- 
sonal  property 
of  real  estate,  see  Real  estate 
of  school  lands, 

legislation   concerning.    72 
use  of  funds  from,  72,  201 
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Sale  (Continued) 

of  swamp  lands,  368 

use  of  funds,  76 
tax,   see  Delinquent  under  Tax 
Saline   Association,   53 
Saline  County 

agriculture,    see    Industries    be- 
low 
area,  3 
boundaries,  3 
census  record,  77 
churches,  see  Religion  below 
climate,  4 

coal  mines,  see  Industries  below 
courthouse 
buildings     used,     12,  17,  31,  32 
construction,  financing  of,  29, 

31 
cost,  30,  31 

site,  obtaining  land  for,    18,  29 
creation,  8 
early  settlers,  5,  6 
economic  development,    3,  37,  38 
education 
school 

building  first  used,   19 
first  in  county,  7,  49 
fund 

apportioning  of,   49 
source  of,  28 
statistics,  49,  50,  52 
system  expansion,   3 
elections  see  Politics  below 
farms,     see     Agriculture     under 

Industries  below 
ferries,  see  Industries  below 
finances 

bounties,     payment  of,     27,  28 
taxation 

assessments,   14,   15,  25 
chart     of     property     valua- 
tions and  taxation,  24 
distribution   chart,   25 
rates,  23,  24 
government 

county    commissioners'    court 
early  commissioners,  8 
first  meeting,  8,  11,  13 
succeeded     by  county  court, 
13 
county  court 

election  of  members,  13 
county  court 

township  form,  3,  10 


Saline  County 

government  (continued) 

adoption   of,   11,  20 
election  for,  20 
governmental  organization,     60- 

81 
health  services,     see  Public  wel- 
fare below 
highway  see  Transportation  be- 
low 
Indians  in,  4,  5 
indigent,     care     of,     see  Public 

welfare  below 
industries 
agriculture 
farm 

crops,  6,  38,  41 

yield  chart,  43 
machinery  aids,  8 
number  of,   42 
production  statistics,  42 
importance  of,  3 
coal   mining 

first  mine  in  county,  38 
graded    output    and   disposi- 
tion chart,   40 
importance  of,  3 
number       and     names       of 

mines,   39 
production,  39 
statistics,   40 
ferry,  licenses,  issuing  of,     124 
gristmill,  6,  37 
manufactures,   43 

retail  business  statistics,  45 
statistical  chart,  44 
saw  mill,  6,  37 
inhabitants 

first  settlers,  5 
jail 

buildings  used,  31,  32 
cost  of,  31 

first  constructed,  15,  30,  31 
judiciary 

circuit   court 
first   judge,   22 
first  term  of.  22 
land 

establishment  of  land  office,  6 
sales,  promotion  of,  11 
legislation       to     abolish     Saline 

County,  16 
libraries,  see  Education  above 
location,  3 
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Saline   County    (Continued) 

mail  route,  first  established,     32 
manufactures,       see     Industries 

above 
Masonic    lodge,    first    organized, 

19 
negroes  in,  6,  7 
newspapers   see   under   name   of 

newspaper 
politics 
election 
precincts, 

first  formed,   12 
poor,  early  care  of,       see  Public 

welfare   below 
population, 

foreign  born  in  county,  3 

statistics,  47,  48 
growth,  45,  46 
statistics,   46 
public  welfare 

blind    examiner,    appointment, 
56 
old  age   assistance  first   provid- 
ed, 56 
pension 

blind,  first  provided,  56 
mothers',  first  provided,  56 
poor 

early  care  of,  16,  54,  55 
overseers,    early    appointment, 

16,  54 
pauper  fund,   55 
poorhouse 

construction  of,  55 
cost  of,  55 
statistical   table   of  public   aid 
programs,  57 
railroads,  see  Transportation  be- 
low,  also   under  name   of 
specific  railroad 
religion 

churches  in  county,  7,  53 
religious  denominations,  54 
road,  see  Transportation  below 

Salt  springs  and   licks  in  coun- 
ty, 4 

commercial  importance  of,      6 
schools,  see  Education  above 
seat  of  justice,  3,  9,  29 

change  in,  17,  18 

site  donated  to  county,  29 
slaves  in,  6,  7,  19 


soil 

effect  of  glaciers  on,  4 
swamp  lands,  sale  of,  27 
taxation,  see  Finances  above 
townships 

formation  of,  20 
number  of,   20 
statistical  chart,  46 
supervisors,  election  of,  21 
transportation 
bridge 

first  constructed,  34 
cost,  34 

fund,  source  of,  28 
railroad 

financing,    bond    issues    for, 

35 
first  established,  34 
mileage     and    valuation 

chart,  36 
number  in  county  35 
road 

districts, 
changes  in,  33 
supervisors,     first,     14,  32 
first  established,   12,  32 
wild  game  in,  5 
Saline    County    Register,    The,  58 
Saline  Creek,  34 
Saline  precinct,  12,  54 
Saline  River,  4,  5,  9,  15 
Saline  Valley  special  drainage  dis- 
trict, 350,  367 
Sanitarium,    county    tuberculosis 
board  of  directors 

duties  and  functions  of,  219 
establishment,   219 
term  of  office,  219 
fund 

tax  levy  for,  219 
reports  to  county  board,  220 
Schedules,  tax,  see  Tax 
School 
bond 

cancelled,   24 

issues,  resolutions  for,  92 
buildings,     inspection  of,     73,  76 
commissioner 
as     agent     for  sale     of  school 

lands,  72,  201 
appointment,   201 
creation  of  office,  72 
duties  and  powers,  201 
election,   72,  201 
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School 

commissioner     (continued) 
ex    officio    superintendent      of 

schools,  73,  201 
reports  to  county  commission- 
ers' court,  201 
roster,  89,  90 
term  of  office,  201 
county  superintendent 

accounts  of  school  funds,  321- 

324 
budget   record,   323 
checks   issued   by,    stubs,    335, 

336 
creation  of  office,  73,  201 
duties  and  powers,  73,  76,  201, 

202 
election,  72n,  73,  201 
office 

location,    101 
term,   201 
records  kept  by,   321-336 

legislation   concerning,    80 
reports 

to  county  board,  36,  38,  73, 

332 
to  state,  73,  201,  332 
to  trustees,  334 
trustees',  333 
roster,  89,  90 

school  commissioner,   early  ex 
officio,  73,  201 
district 

bonds,  register  of,  25 
claims  for  state  aid,  325 
establishment,  legislation 

concerning,  72 
papers  in  organization  of,  326 
plats,  47,  48 
examinations,   see  Pupil;   Teach- 
er 
fund 
institute 

management,  202 
management,  72 
lands 

control  of,   112 
sale  of 

legislation     concerning,      72 
use  of  funds  from,  72 
levies,  see  Levy  under  Tax 
loans,  reports  of,  332 
non-high 

claims  allowed,  322 


non-high  (continued) 

record,  322 
officers,  lists  of,  331 
state's  inspection  of,  73,  76 
supervision,   72,  73,   76,  201 
tax,  see  Tax 
teachers,  see  Teacher 
Search  warrants,   236 
Selection,  widows',  see  Widow 
Selley,   Stephen,   53 
Settlement  records 
of  estates,  see  Estate 
tax,  see  Tax 
Sewer 

assessments,  170 
docket,    178 
Shawnee  Indians,  5 
Shawneetown,  5,  6,  12,  16 
Shawneetown-Kaskaskia    trail,    12,  J 

32 
Sheep  bounty  warrants,  12 
Sheriff 
bonds,  184 
certificates, 
of  levy,   129 
of  purchase,  237,  241 
of  redemption,  129 
of  sale,  129 
custodian     of  courthouse       and] 

jail.  75,  184 
deputy,     appointment   and  com- 
pensation,  69,   184 
dockets 

execution,   284 
process,  285 
duties  and  powers  of,  69,  70,  184, 

185 
election,   69 
ex  officio,  county  collector,       65 
fees,  153,  154,  156,  180,  185,  237, 

240,   284-288 
jail  records,  286 
office  location,  100 
receipts   and  expenditures,     285, 

287 
recognizance     bonds,     153,     154, 

185,  236 
records  kept  by,  284-288 
reports  to  county  board,  35 
roster,  86,  87 
term  of  office,  184 
writs  of  capias,  153,  154,  185 
Sidewalk 

assessments,   docket,   178 
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Sidewalk    (Continued) 

improvements,  papers  in,  171 
Sisk,  Benjamin,  37 
Sloan,  Archibald,  11,  29,  30 
Smith,  Jacob,  11,  16 
Smith,  James,  33 
Social  Brethren,  54 
Societies,  trustees  of  election  cer- 
tificates,   137 
Soldiers 
See  also  Veterans 
discharge  record,   142 
recording  of,   137 
Somerset  Township,   4,  20 
Special     assessments,     see  Assess- 
ments under  Tax 
Special  elections,  see  Election 
Spencer,  T.  H.,  22 
St.   Dennis,   de,   Sieur  Charles  Ju- 

chereau,  5 
St.  Louis  and  South  Eastern  Rail- 
way Company,  35 
Stallion 

certificates,  143 
renewal  of,  143 
Starr,  John,  15 
State 
aid 

fund,  see  Fund 
for  roads,  see  Road 
for  schools,  see  School 
tax,  see  Tax 
warrants,   236 
State       Department       of       Public 
Health,      jurisdiction,      73, 
76,  77,  123,  201 
State  Department  of  Public  Wel- 
fare, 214 
State   Highway     Department   suc- 
ceeded by  Department  of 
Public  Works     and  Build- 
ings, 75 
State  Housing  Board,  150 
State  Superintendent     of  Common 
Schools   see   State    Super- 
intendent    of  Public     In- 
struction 
State  Superintendent  of  Public  In- 
struction 
power     of,     in       supervision     of 

schools,   76 
school     superintendent's   reports 
to,  73,  201 


(Sid-Sup) 

State  Tax  Commission,   122 
State  University  Library,  81 
State's  attorney 

appointment    and    election,     70, 
189 

bonds,  189 

compensation,    189 

duties    and    powers    of,  70,  189, 

190 
fund,  see  Fund 
office  location,  101 
reports 

to  circuit  court,   237,  267,  269 

to  county  clerk,  37 
roster,  88 

Stiff,  Henry,  37 

Stiff,  Samuel,  34 

Stillbirths,   see  Vital   statistics 

Stimson,  Elbert  S.,  37 

Stimson,  Robert  L.,  37 

Stipulations 

circuit  court,  233,  234 

county  court,  153,  154 
Stock,  railroad,  ledger  of,  144 
Stonefort,  5,  34,  38,  53 
Stonefort  precinct,   12,   54 
Stonefort  Township,  20 
Stricklin,  James,  8,  11,  IS 
Stricklin,  William,  11,  22 
Subpoenas 

circuit  court,  233,  234,  237  [iv] 

county  court,   152-154 
Summerset     (Somerset)     precinct, 

12,  54 
Summonses 

circuit  court,   233,  234,  250 

county  court,   152-154 
Sunset      Mausoleum      Association, 

deeds  and  plats  of,  116 
Superintendent 

county  home,  see  County  Home 

of  highways.  County,  see  High- 
way 
Superintendent  of  schools.  County, 

see  School 
Supersedeas  orders 

in  appellate  court,  154,  158 

in  county  court,  152-154 
Supervisors  of  assessments  (Coun- 
ty assessor) 

bonds,  96,  191 

duties  and  powers  of,  191 
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Supervisors  of  assessments    (Con- 
tinued) 
records  kept  by,  292-294 
treasurer,  ex  officio,  64,  191 
Supervisors 

county  board  of 
See  also  Commissioners'   court, 
County 
appropriation  of  funds  by,  3 
bonds,  96 
minutes,    1 
papers,    1 
proceedings,  2 
records  kept  by,   1-42 
reports  to,     1,  2,  32-36,  38-40, 
332 
road,  see  Road 
roll  calls,  1 
Supreme  Court 

appeals     to,     supersedeas  orders 

in,  154,  158 
judges,  election  for,  170 
justices     required     to   hold   cir- 
cuit court,  66,  170 
Surveyor 
county 

appointment  and  election,     74, 

209 
bonds,  96 
duties     and    powers  of,  74,  76, 

209 
establishment  of  office,  209 
oaths,  209 
plats,   145,    349 
record,    349 

kept  by,  80,  209 
roster,  90 

term  of  office,  209 
Swamp  lands 
See  also  Drainage 
legislation   concerning,   76 
records,  368 

sale,  use  of  funds  from,  76 
Swan,  James,  32 
Swimming  pools,  control  of,  77 
Tanner,  David,   22 
Tate  Township,   20 
Tavern 

control   of,    77 
licenses,  issuing  of,  124 
Tax 

abatement  lists,  304 
assessments 

correction  of,  298 


assessments    (continued) 

personal   property,   statements 

of,  40 
real  estate      (lands  and  lots), 

statements    of,    40 
special 
drainage 

papers,  miscellaneous,  350 
judgment,    sale,    redemption, 

and  forfeitures,  64 
for  local  improvements,  170, 
171 

docket,    178 
assessor's   books      (lists   of   tax- 
able property),  44 
bridge 

levies,  29,  30,  50 
petitions  to  increase,  1,  30 
city,  levies,  49 
collections 

procedure,  122 
records,  299,  300,  302,  303 
collector's 
accounts,  299 

books    (lists   of  taxable   prop- 
erty), 51 
complaints 

docket,   296,  297 
method  of  handling,    122,  193, 
194 
deeds,  56 

affidavits  for,  56,  58 
record,  107,  115 
delinquent 
book,  53 

collections  on,  302 
docket   (lots),  52 
forfeiture  for,  59,  61 
judgment,   56,   59 

sale,   redemption,   and     for- 
feiture record,  59 
list,  305 

publication  notices,   56 
redemption,   56 
record,  59,  62 
sale  for 

certificates  of  purchase,   57, 

58.  63 
notices  of,  58 
record  of,  59,  62 
distribution,   302 
federal,  lien,  see  Lien 
inheritance,   see  Inheritance 
levies,  1,  2,  43,  171 
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Tax 

levies  (continued) 
city,  49 

drainage    district,    350-367 
road  and  bridge,  1,  24,  29,  30, 

50 
school,   47-49 

superintendent's    reports   of, 
332 
town  and  village,  49 
lien  notices,  239 
lists,  24,   49 

motor  fuel,  see  Motor  fuel 
objections,  170,   295 
power    to  impose    and  regulate, 

111 
public  health,  77 
railroad 

assessments,  29 
books    (lists    of   taxable  prop- 
erty), 45 
statements  of,  40 
valuations,  46 
receipts 

duplicate,  301 
road 

levies,  24,  29,  50 
petitions  to  increase,  1,  30 
schedules 

corporation,    293 
personal   property,   294 
railroad,  293 

telegraph  and  telephone,  292 
school 

levies,   24,   47-49 
statements   of 

county  clerk's,  54,   55 
county  collector's,   300 
settlement,  303 
state,  statements  of,  54,  55 
statements,  county  clerk's,  40 
town,  levies,  49 
valuation 

railroad,   46 
village,    levies,   49 
wanted,  lists  of,  43 
Taxation  procedure.  122 
Taylor,   Pleas    (Pleasant),  21 
Teacher 

examination  record,  329 
lists  of,  331 
pension  list,  334 
permanent  record,  327 
index  to,  328 


Telegraph       and       telephone     tax 

book,  see  Tax 
Texas  City,  38 
Texas  Township,  20 
Thompson,  Harmon,  22 
Time  sheets     of  highway  employ- 
ees, 339 
Title  affidavits  of,  recorded,  109 
Town 

board,  power  of,     to  revise     as- 
sessments,  64 
clerk,  as  local  registrar 
duties  and  functions,  78 
Town  levies,  see  Levy  under  Tax 
Town  lots,  see  Lots 
Township 

assessors,   see  Assessor 
bond  issues,  register  of,  26 
collectors,   see  Collector 
formation,   84 
funds,  see  Fund 
officers,   see  Officers 
plan  of  government,      62,  84,  110 
supervisors 
assistants,  111 
term  of  office,   110 
treasurers,   see  Treasurer 
Tract  index,  105 
Transcripts 

of  evidence,  235 

of  Gallatin  County  records,    103, 

111 
justice  of  the  peace,  250,  251 

required    to  be  kept,     152,  174 
of  mortgages,  110 
Transfer     dockets,     probate  court, 

225 
Transportation 
bridge 

appropriations,  63,  112,  113 
authority     over,     74,  111,  113, 
205,  206 
canals,  authoiity  over.  111 
ferry  licenses,  issuing  of,  124 
highway 

commissioners 

board,   establishment,   75 
duties,  75,  205 
as     ex     officio     drainage 
commissioners,    76 
election,  205 
county    superintendent 
appointment,   75,  205 
compensation,    75,    206 
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Transportation 

county    superintendent     (contin- 
ued) 
duties   and   powers,     75,  206 
office 

creation  of,  75,  305 
term  of,  75,  206 
records  required  to  be  kept, 
S06 
motor  fuel  tax,  see  Motor  fuel 
overseer.    75,   205 
state  supervision  of,     75,  ZOS, 

206 
warrants,  see  Warrsmts 
railroad 

taxes,  see  Tax 
road 

appropriations  for.  112.  IIS 
authority     over,     75,  111,  IIS, 

306 
districts 

establishment,    75,   305 
supervisors 

appointment.   75,  205 
tax,  see  Tax 
Treasurer 
county 
accounts 

with  county  funds.   306 
reports  of.  to  board,  32 
appointment.   64 
appropriation  ledger,   302,   307 
bonds.  98.  198 
cancelled  checks,  314 
cash  book.   309 

coroner's    orders    countersign- 
ed by.  register  of.  307,  312 
daily  balance  book,  308 
deposit  slips,   315 
distribution  ledger,  302 
duties   and  powers  of,     64,  198 
election.  198 
ex  officio 

county  collector.  65,  195 
supervisor     of   assessments, 
64 
office  location,  100 
records  kept  by,  198,  306-320 
register  of  coimty  orders  paid, 

310 
reports.  306 

to  county  board,  32 
•     to  county     clerk   and  high- 
way superintendent,  348 


Treasurer 

county   ( continued) 
roster.  88,  89 
term  of  office,  198 
drainage  district 

county   treasurer,      ex   offidc 

198 
reports  to  county  court, 
367 
township 
bonds.  134 
Truancy  see  Juvenile;  Probatian 
True  bills,  see  Indictment 
Trust 

deeds,  117 
funds,  see  Fund 
Trust  Building  and  Loan 

tion      (Nashville),      mc 
gages  received  by,  123 
Trustee 

of     churches,     lodges  and 

ties,    election   certificat 
137 
school 

appointment,    73,   72b 
bonds,  recorded,  109 
duties,  73 
election,  73 

certificates,   recorded,  100  j 
mortgages  held  by.  107,  120 
reports.  72,  333 
sup>ervision     of     education. 
Tuberculosis    sanitarium, 

Sanitariuia 
Unemployed  relief,  sec  Emerge 

imder  Relief 
Union  (Zliurch.  53 
United    States    Saline  Reserve, 
United  States  Survey,  field  not 

136 

Upchurch.  David.     8,  11,  IS,  14, 
Valuation  of  property,  see  Tax 
Vaughn.  Thomas,  33 
Venires,  see  Jury 
Verdicts,  see  Jury 
Veterans 
See  also  Soldiers 
discharge  record.  142 
relief  commission 
See  Public  welfare:  Relief 
Village 

incorpKjration   papers.    172 
levies,   see  Levy  tinder  Tax 
officials,  bonds  of,  172 
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Vital  statistics 
Urtlis 
See  also  Accounts 
certificates,  65,  68 
record,  66 

index  to,  67 
reporting  of,  78,  123,  133 
reports,  1 
deaths 
See  also  Accounts 
certificates,   68 

coroner's,   289 
index,  70 
record,  69 

index  to,  70 
reporting  of,  78,  122,  123 
marriag-e 
index,  71 

appKcations  for,  72 
record,  74 

minors.   74,  75 
register.  76 

registration     procedure,      122, 
123 
stillbirtii 

certificates.  68 
index  to,  70 
Votes,  see  Election 
Vouchers,    see   Orders ;     county; 

Warrants 
Wabash     Democrat     and    Gazette, 

The,  11 
Wabash  River.  3 
Ward,  James  C,  22 
Warfield.  R.  N.,  26 
Warrants 
See  also  Orders;  county 
for  arrest,  152-154 
bench.  236 

birth  report,  stubs  of,  15,  20 
bounty.  12 
county 

cancelled    treasurer's    reg^ter 

of.  310 
stubs  of.  17 
death  report,  stubs  of.  15,  20 
First   Trust  and   Savings   Bank, 
122 

highway 

register  of,  10 

cancelled,   313 
stubs.  19 


Warrants   (Continued) 
iflBoed  against  road  fund,  stubs 

of,  18 
jury,  register  of,  9 
motor  fuel  tax,  register,  11 

cancelled,   313 
search,  236 
state,  236 

state-aid  road,  stubs  of,  21 
Warranty  deeds,  107,  113 
nvasson,  99 

Wasson  Coal  Company,  S9 
Watson.  Robert.  32 
Webber,  Nelson,  20 
West  Frankfort,  12 
West  Harrisburg  drainage  district, 

352.  363 
White.  Walter,  34 
White  Oak,  33 
Whiteside,  William,   32 
Whitesville,  38 

Widows'      relinquishment    and    se- 
lection. 199.  202.  218 
Will 
See  also  Administrator;     Estate; 
Executor;      Probate   court 
annexed,  see  Administrator 
original.  199 
proof  of,  204,  222-224 
record,  204 
Williamson     County,     3,  12,  14,  19, 
34,  39 
road  plans,  149 
Williford,  Noah.  55 
Wins  Shanty.   33 
Winterberger,  A..  55 
Wise,  Joseph.  33 
Witness 

affidavits.    152-154 

stubs  of.  281 
fees.  183 

subpoenas  for.  237  [iv] 
Wolf  Creek  Church,  53 
Women's      Christian     Temperance 

Union.  58 
Workhouse,  county  empowered    to 

build.  76 
Work  relief,  see  Emergency  under 

Relief 
Workmen's     compensation     bonds, 

236 
World     War     veterans,     discharge 

record.  142 
Wren,  John.  6 
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(Wri-Zon) 

Writs 

of  capias,  153,  154,  185 
in  county  court,   152-154 
of  error,  154,  158 
habeas  corpus,  235 


Writs   (Continued) 

mittimus,  234,  235,  242 

Yandell,  18 

Zondell,  James  P.,  33 
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PUBLICATIONS 

of   the 

Illinois   Historical   Records   Survey 


Inventories  of  the  County 

Archives  of  Illinois 

1. 

Adams 

1939 

210 

P- 

56. 

Macoupin 

1939 

212  p 

5. 

Brown 

1938 

93 

P- 

68. 

Montgomery 

1939 

230  p. 

8. 

Carroll 

1937 

103 

P- 

69. 

Morgan 

1939 

213   p 

10. 

Champaign 

1938 

118 

P- 

71. 

Ogle 

1940 

310   p 

12. 

Clark 

1938 

132 

P- 

74. 

Piatt 

1940 

266  p 

18. 

Cumberland 

1938 

105 

P- 

75. 

Pike 

1938 

121   p 

21. 

Douglas 

1939 

282 

P- 

81. 

Rock  Island 

1939 

274  p 

25. 

Effingham 

1940 

254 

P- 

82. 

Saline 

1941 

274  p 

26. 

Fayette 

1939 

165 

P- 

83. 

Sangamon 

1939 

228   p 

28. 

Franklin 

1941 

302 

P- 

85. 

Scott 

1938 

121  p 

39. 

Jackson 

1939 

206 

P- 

86. 

Shelby 

1941 

236  p 

43. 

Jo  Daviess 

1938 

122 

P- 

88. 

St.  Clair 

1939 

345  p 

48. 

Knox 

1938 

220 

P- 

89. 

Stephenson 

1938 

143  p 

53. 

Livingston 

1940 

252 

P- 

92. 

Vermilion 

1940 

386  p 

54. 

Logan 

1938 

207 

P- 

Vital 

Statistics 

Guide 


Guide  to  Public  Vital  Statistics  Records  in  Illinois  1941  138  p. 

Inventories  of  Federal 
Archives  in  the  States: 
No.  12  -  Illinois 


Series 

n 

Series 

III 

Series 

rv 

Series 

V 

Series 

VII 

Series 

vm 

Series 

rx 

Series 

X 

Series 

XI 

Series 

xn 

Series 

XVI 

Federal  Courts  1939  134  p. 

Department  of  Treasury  1939  277  p. 

Department  of  War  1941  412  p. 

Department  of  Justice  1940  56  p. 

Department  of  Navy  1940  172  p. 

Department  of  Interior  1941  110  p. 

Department  of  Agriculture  1938  335  p. 

Department  of  Commerce  1938  22  p. 

Department  of  Labor  1941  65  p. 

Veterans'  Administration  1941  133  p. 

Farm    Credit    Administration  1941  12  p. 


326  p.   (2  V.) 


(2  V.) 
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Publications   of  tlie 
Illinois  Historical  Records 
Survey 


Calendars  of  Collections: 

Guide  to  Manuscript  Depositories 


Calendar  of  Robert  Weidensall 

Correspondence  1940       34  p. 

Calendar  of  Ezekiel  Cooper 

Collection  of  Manuscripts  1941       97  p. 

Guide  to  Depositories  of 

Manuscript  Collections 

in  Illinois  1940       55  p. 


American  Imprints 
Inventory  -  Checlilists 


1.  Missouri,  1808-1850  1937  225  p. 

2.  Minnesota,  1849-1865  1938  219  p. 

3.  Arizona,  1860-1890  1938  81  p. 

4.  Chicago  Ante-Fire,  1851-1871  1938  727  p. 

5.  Kentucky,  1778-1810  1939  205  p. 

6.  Kentucky,  1811-1820  1939  235  p. 

7.  Nevada,  1859-1890  1939  127  p. 

8.  Alabama,  1807-1840  1939  159  p. 

9.  New  Jersey,  1784-1800  1939  189  p. 

10.  Kansas,  1854-1876  1939  773  p. 

11.  Kellogg  Collection  of  "Patent 

Inside"  Newspapers  of  1876  1939  99  p. 

12.  Sag  Harbor,  Long  Island,  N.  Y., 

1791-1820  1939  61  p. 

13.  Idaho,  1839-1890  1940  74  p. 

14.  West  Virginia,  1791-1830  1940  62  p. 

15.  Iowa,  1838-1860  1940  84  p. 

16.  List  of  Tennessee  Imprints,   1793-1840, 

in  Tennessee  Libraries  1941  97  p. 

A  Bibliography  of  Books,  Pamphlets  and 
Broadsides  Printed  at  Canandaigua, 
New  York,  1799-1850  (v.  21,  No.  4  of  the 

Grosvenor  Library  Bulletin,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.)  1939  47  p. 

Location  Symbols  for 

Libraries  in  the  United  States  1939  258  p. 

,  Additions  and 

January,  1941  1941  36  p. 
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